here for our
communiTy

NEVER MOW YOUR LAWN AGAIN

Drive
Thru
open 24/7

Let us show you how you can have a perfectly
maintained lawn without lifting a finger
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING INSTALLATION
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Brushstrokes of hope!

SGDHS teacher Christine Sloan has plans to continue connecting the community through art to counteract the emotional effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

Artist’s downtown murals bring light and laughter during pandemic
By Veronica Burchell
PRESCOTT - Seeing
closed and boarded-up
businesses in a new light,
Christine Sloan is bringing a sense of togetherness
to the almost completely
quiet downtown core of
Prescott.
A high-school art and
French language teacher
at South Grenville District
High School, Sloan hasn’t
had any trouble finding her
own particular niche during COVID-19. She is still
teaching online, hosting
a daily Instagram sketch
class, and now, is hoping to

use the closed storefronts
in town as fresh canvases.
“This project is just intended to bring a little element of fun and to brighten
the day for those passing by.
The mural isn’t permanent,
but for now, it helps those
who see it get through another day,” she says.
Her friend Sandra Shay
saw a newscast about a
similar project taking place
in Ottawa’s Byward Market
and ran the idea past Sloan,
suggesting she do something similar here. Sloan’s
affirmative response was
so quick that within only a
few days she had contacted

building owners, talked the
idea over, and was already
showing them sketches of
what she would like to do.
The first mural can be
found on the plywood now
covering the entrance to
the old Young’s on King
Street. After showing the
new owner a quick sketch,
she was up and painting. That one took her five
hours, and she had to work
on the weekend because
current renovations are taking place through the week.
The painting consists of
colourful scenes of Prescott
and a hopeful message.
More types of murals will

be appearing soon, many
inside the shop windows
of businesses closed by the
pandemic. She is encouraging building owners who
want to take part to contact
her to indicate if they are on
board with the idea.
Her first love has always
been the study and practice of painting and her
business – Galop Gallery –
can be found in her home
near Cardinal. She paints
mainly with watercolours
and acrylics, and her drawings are done both from
her own inspiration and by
commission.
“Show me your ex-

amples and ideas of ‘Prescott Strong’, and I’ll find a
way to incorporate it in the
murals,” she says.
Work on paper murals
which can be hung inside
empty widows downtown
is scheduled to start this
week at a warehouse owned
by Shay. There, Sloan can
safely create more works of
art inside, and she is hoping
some of her students may
be allowed to participate in
groups of two or three.
But she is not averse
to creating more outdoor
murals as well. She says
there are several sites she
has in mind which would

South Grenville Star of the Week is...
Kandy
Roode

“be perfect” for this type of
art.
“While I was working
downtown, everyone who
passed by was very respectful about distance, even as
they stopped to see what I
was doing,” she says. “This
would be a great project
for my students and safety
would come first – masks
and gloves and distancing.”
“I’m really enthused
about this and I hope the
people in town are too,”
she adds. “It’s important to
have an outlet for creativity right now and a way to
bring us all together as one
town.”

Today’s Star of the Week
brought to you by:

From a nomination: Kandy works compassionately as a frontline
worker at BDAC. Her clients are physically and mentally disabled. She PRESCOTT
works without complaint in close proximity with no protective gear. F A M I L Y C H I R O P R A C T I C
Because everything is closed, she takes them for drives and into her
Laser, Shockwave
home and cooks with them and does crafts with them. She often gives
and Physiotherapy
them gifts for birthdays and Christmas. Thank you Kandy!
If you would like to nominate someone for Star of the Week, email
kate@evansprinting.ca or fill out the nomination form at www.southgrenvillejournal.ca

114 King St. W.,Prescott
613-925-3436
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Show us your
pet and win!
Meet my pup, Louie! He is a french
bulldog and will
be two this July.
Louie loves to eat,
sleep and cuddle!
He has a great
personality and is
truly loved by all.
Happy
National
Pet Month! Submitted by Holly
Durant.

We want to see your pets, from furry to feathered: send us your photos and a description of
your pet, and you could be featured weekly in
print and online throughout the month of May!
Weekly winners will be entered into a draw and
the winner will be awarded a
$100 gift card.

Draw will be held
June 1, 2020.
Send submissions to
kate@evansprinting.ca

My name is Daisy, I am a long-haired dachshund. I am
eight-years- old. My parents are Roger and Debbie Miller. We live on Brouseville Road in Spencerville. I like to
go for walks and ride in the car. My favourite thing is going camping with my parents. I really like to cuddle too.

WHEELS
How to change your car’s oil

To start your DIY oil
change, warm up your engine for 2 or 3 minutes so
the gook gets churned up
and can flow out of the engine easily. You don’t want
the engine so hot that you
burn yourself. When it’s
slightly warm to the touch,
shut off the engine.
Then, complete the following steps to change
your car’s oil:
Look under your car to
find the drain plug.
The drain plug is a large
nut or plug located under
the oil pan at the bottom
of the engine. If you can’t
reach your oil drain plug
easily, you’ll have to either

crawl under your car to
reach it or jack up the car.
Place a container under
the oil drain plug.
You want this container
to catch the oil, so make
sure it’s big enough.
Unscrew the oil drain
plug.
Protect your hand with
a rag or some paper towels,
and be ready to move your
hand out of the way. The oil
now drains out of your engine into the container.
Remove the cap from
the oil filler hole at the top
of your engine and unscrew
the oil filter, using a wrench
if you can’t do it by hand.
To unscrew the filter,

twist it counterclockwise.
The filter will have oil in it,
so be careful not to spill it
when you remove it. If any
remnants of the filter’s rubber seal remain on your engine, remove them.
Empty the oil from the
filter into a drain pan.
After the filter is empty,
wrap it in newspaper and
set it aside to take to a recycling center with your
old oil.
Open a new bottle of oil
and dip a finger into it.
Use the oil to moisten
the gasket on the top of the
new oil filter.
Screw the new filter into
the engine where the old

one was.
Follow directions on the
filter, or turn it gently by
hand until it “seats” and
then give it another threequarter turn.
Wipe around the place
where the oil drain plug
goes.
Do this step only after all
the oil has drained out.
Replace the oil drain
plug and use an adjustable
wrench to tighten it.
If your vehicle uses an
oil drain plug gasket, make
sure the old one has been
removed and lay a new gasket on the pan before you
replace the plug.
Use a funnel to pour all

but 1 quart of the fresh oil
into the oil filler hole.
Pour slowly to allow the
oil time to run down.
Replace the oil filler cap
and run the engine for 30 to
60 seconds.
Check for leaks from the
oil drain plug and around
the filter.
Shut off the engine and
wait 5 to 10 minutes for the
oil to settle into the oil pan,
and then check the oil level
again.
Remove the oil dipstick,
wipe it with a clean, lintfree rag, and shove it back
in. Pull it out again and
check it.
Keep adding oil a little at

a time.
Check the stick after
each addition until you
reach the “Full” line on the
dipstick.
Remove the drain pan
from under the vehicle and
give the car a test drive.
Go around the block a
couple of times.
Let the oil settle down
again for 5 to 10 minutes,
then recheck the dipstick.
If it’s still at “Full,” you’re
good to go!
You have successfully
learned how to change
your oil! As a final step, dispose of the old oil by taking
it to an auto parts store or
other oil-recycling center.

SHOW US YOUR RIDE!!
This Week’s Ride

2016 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited
Be it a flawlessly restored classic, a rusty
wreck lost in the woods or
your daily ride to work, we want to see
your summer wheels!

Denise March’s 2016 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited
is Hyper Green (so she will always know where
to find it) and waiting for summer adventure.”
With the season drawing near, the South Grenville
Journal welcomes readers to send in a photo of their
summer ride. Send your ride photos to
joe@evansprinting.ca.

613-657-4857
www.boneyard.ca

Cash for scrap Vehicles
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EC offers trash bags to food bank residents; updates on first quarter finances
number is similar to ly Port of Johnstown go on hold were disthe total of December administration
fees, cussed, including a
SPENCERVILLE - In 2017, as that was the arena donations, and new boardroom table
a move to help some last time the township the quarterly Steward- at a cost of $3,000 and
families find relief saw substantial losses ship Ontario Recycling repairs to the Cardinal Library ramp
from added expense, in income, due to a fire Grant.
Current
cost-con- at $9,000. There was
Edwardsburgh Cardin- response call which
al Township council is ate up $230,000, re- tainment actions to some dissension about
providing one free gar- lated to the 730 Truck date have included deferring the ramp,
bage bag per week to Stop fire. Full recovery minimal overtime for but several members
households using the of those costs occurred staff and no shift pre- of council said they
South Grenville Food in 2018 due to the sale mium. Human resour- had visited the site in
ces recruitment is on person and the ramp
of the property.
Bank.
This year’s numbers hold, and if the recrea- seems solid to them
At
their
regular
meeting of Monday, are based on the fact tion sites in the town- at this time. They plan
April 27, council voted that tax payments have ship such as pools to review that need at
don’t
open this
been
deferredPublic
due
to give one free bagSouth
Edwardsburgh
School’s
graduating
class summemberstheir
from next
2017 meeting.
are Tyler Dixon,
considered
disthere
will Tayton
be noClarke,Also
to Faessen,
COVID-Quinn
19 Thompson,
emer- mer,
to each householdSarah
Cassidy
Longtin,
Emily
Jones, Aiden
Miandmeasures.
Barrett Robertson.
‘Character
Always Award’ goes
to Emily at
Jones.
cretionary
thisCassidy
time
hiring
of students.
gency
As of The
using the services ofgneault
presented
athlete
awards.
is a $32,400 total cost
well, the
staff
reApriland
22,Barrett
this Robertson
year the wereAs
the South GrenvilleLongtin
food Bank during the township has received viewed capital projects for Krown rust treatcurrent
pandemic. 288 payments which of under $50,000 to ment of fire depart$384,827.55. determine which pro- ment vehicles, bunker
This will continue for totaled
one month, or until Another $50,000 is jects could be deferred gear and dress unithrough until later in the year, form additions, nozzle
the provincial emer- expected
gency order ends. If on-line payments, re- or until 2021. These replacement and SCBA
James
Purcell
the town
hall testing, and ladder
the emergency order sulting in a total of ap- include
BROKER
testing. The cormorstone INSURANCE
fence repair
at LTD.
is not lifted within one proximately $400,000.
ant control project at a
cost
of
There are several a projected
month, council will reFire • Auto • Commercial
visit the motion, which other revenue sources $22,500 and additional cost of $4,000 was also
Life studies
• Farm •adding
RRSP/RESP
INSURANCE
BROKER LTD.
deferred until a later
fire hall
that are predictable,
passed unanimously.
up
to
$20,000.
Federal
The bags will be such as the
13
Centre
St.,
Spencerville
Ont.
Centre
St., Spencerville
Ont.date.
1313
Centre
St., Spencerville
Ont.
Treasurer
Stubbs
Discretionary
puravailable through the Gas Tax in July and
613-658-3123
Email:info@purcellinsurance.ca
613-658-3123
chases
that
could also included a “worstquarterfood bank on Henry November,
Street in Prescott as
Email:info@purcellinsurance.ca
Email:info@purcellinsurance.ca
a way to protect the
13 Centre St., Spencerville Ont.
confidentiality of the
1960
Construction of
613-658-3123
client and will not inEmail:info@purcellinsurance.ca
West Causway Cardinal
volve the township office staff, who will only
receive the number of
13 Centre St., Spencerville Ont.
bags given and not the
names of the recipients.
In other council
Email:info@purcellinsurance.ca
news, Treasurer Melanie Stubbs presented
the first quarter financial report, which
included a working
funds bank balance
and a cost-containment plan.
The projected working funds balance as
of December 31, 2020
is $1,276,300. That
By Veronica Burchell

Congratulations
Grads!
Congratulations

Grads!Purcell
James
Congratulations
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INSURANCE
BROKER LTD.
James Purcell

Congratulations
INSURANCE BROKER LTD. Grads!
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Fire • Auto • Commercial
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James
Purcell
Life ••Farm
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James Purcell

case scenario” breakdown - trying to predict what shape the
township’s
finances
would be in if everything remains closed,
chopping off the usual
income from the use of
recreational facilities,
and if only 25 percent
of the final tax bill is
collected. This projection estimates the
year-end tax receivable to be approximately $2,313,800.
For this document,
the assumption was
made that ball diamonds,
the
south
centre, pools and day
camps would not open
at all in 2020.
The province has
extended the deadline to remit education tax levies until
September 30 and this
second quarter payment amounts to ap-

proximately $628,000
in total to all four
school boards. The
third quarter payment
remittance date has
been extended to December, which makes
it appear that both the
third and fourth quarter payments would
be due at roughly the
same time, making a
serious impact on the
township’s cash flow.
The predicted saving on hydro costs
due to these closures
would only amount to
a little over $7,700.
Council will continue to study this
worst-case projection.
They thanked Stubbs
for her diligence in
the preparation of this
package and agreed
it is better to be forearmed with regard to
what might happen
down the road.

Congratula
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Public
School
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and THANKS

BENSON

STUDENTS & STAFF

Part of the Community
since 1858
MAY 2020

LARGE ITEM
PICKUP NOTICE

COMMUNITY NOTICE

LIMIT OF 4 ITEMS PER HOUSEHOLD

Green & orange category items will be picked up Monday, May 11, 2020.
Green Category Items ($10.00): Furniture (lamps, tables, chairs, sofa’s etc.)
Orange Category Items ($20.00): Mattresses and box springs
Blue, red, and white category items will be picked up Wednesday, May 13, 2020
Blue Category Items ($15.00):
Stoves, washing machines, dryers, dishwashers, BBQ’s, etc.
Red Category Items ($50.00):
All Freon supplied household items (fridges, air conditioners, etc.)
White Category Items (Free):
Electronic waste (computers, TV’s, telephones, tires & rims etc.)
Physical tags will not be required due to COVID-19.
Contact to register your name, address, items for collection,
and arrange payment for corresponding items.
Place all items to curb by May 8 for pick-up May 11 & May 13, 2020.
Register
613 925 2812 ext. 6200
operations@prescott.ca
For payment by cheque, please register by Monday, May 4, 2020.
Make payment to: Corporation of the Town of Prescott
P.O. Box 160, Prescott, ON, K0E 1T0
For payment by credit over telephone, please register by Friday, May 8, 2020.
Payment will be processed with you over the telephone (no data recorded or stored).

Annual Vegetation Management Program
Every year, CN is required to clear its right-of-way from any vegetation that may
pose a safety hazard. Vegetation on railway right-of-way, if left uncontrolled, can
contribute to trackside fires and impair proper inspection of track infrastructure.
As such, for safe railway operations, the annual vegetation control program will
be carried out on CN rail lines in the province of Ontario. A certified applicator
will be applying herbicides on and around the railway tracks (primarily along
the 16-feet gravelled area). All product requirements for setbacks in the
vicinity of dwellings, aquatic environments and municipal water supplies will
be fulfilled.
At this time, we expect that the program will take place from May to
October 2020.
Visit cn.ca/vegetation to consult the list of cities as well as the updated schedule.
Safety is a core value at CN and in the actual context of the COVID-19 pandemic,
our employees and contractors are taking all measures to stay healthy and to
protect the communities in which we operate. For more information, please visit
cn.ca/covid-19-update.
For more information, please contact the CN Public Inquiry Line at
contact@cn.ca or 1-888-888-5909.

cn.ca
CNC_201019_CommNotice_Ont_5.063x5.714.indd 1
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Can you spare a moment of sympathy for
men everywhere scrambling to come up with
something for their
wives for Mother’s Day?
Kids won’t be bringing home any delightful
crafts from school, and
that old standby brunch
at their favourite restaurant is off the menu, so
to speak.
I must admit my boys
have it easy because
nothing says “I love you
Mom” in our house like a
shiny bottle of wine and
a hug, and those are still
easy to come by, even if
the hugs are virtual.
You might think that
a very wise man decided
we needed a special day
for moms, but it was an
unmarried spinster who
started this in North
America to honour her
mother. Anna Jarvis,

WALKER HOUSE

NEWS
Susan Vallom

known as the “Mother of
Mother’s Day” fulfilled
her activist mother’s
dream of a day to honour
moms amidst what she
felt was the growing negligent attitude of adults
towards their mothers.
After her mom (also
named Anna Jarvis)
died in 1905, she started
sending her favourite
carnations to her church
in Grafton, West Virginia
and writing letters of appeal. As her movement
grew, supporters wrote
letters to people in power lobbying for an official
declaration. By 1911 the
day was celebrated in
almost every state in the
union and in 1914, her
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hard work paid off when
President Woodrow Wilson signed a joint resolution designating the second Sunday in May to be
“Mother’s Day”.
Carnations continue to
be a popular flower commemorating the day, especially when placed on
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In praise of chaos
I would like to thank you
for reading this. It’s always
nice to know someone
reads what you write, and
it’s nice to know from time
to time what you write can
make people smile, laugh
or think differently than
they might have before
reading you, not that I am
profound or anything.
Of course, I know why
more people are reading
my column now. They have
run out of things to do. But
hey, I’ll take readership
however I can get it.
How are you holding up?
Are you someone who will
be gardening soon?
When we moved into
our first house when I was
ten years old, my mother
discovered a new form of
punishment should I misbehave. Gardening. I did a

You’ve
got to be
kidding
William Lower

lot of gardening then. I tend
not to do a lot of gardening
now. However, I will usually spend a foolish amount
of money on flowering
plants I slowly let die over
the course of the summer.
But getting plants for my
place is part of spring, and
besides, getting plants now
will give me a chance to
have a masked interaction
with people. I’ll take that
wherever I can get it, too.
You might not have a
yard to garden. You might
be at home with a family,
cooped up for longer than

is natural, or on your own
with no one around. Either
way, these are challenging
times for sure - but what is
interesting is the different
perspective this pandemic
is giving us. We’re living inside our heads a bit more
right now. At least I am.
When you look at your
life-and I think many
people are looking at their
lives afresh right now-we’re
all kind of our own little
universes of chaos. There
are all the things swirling
around your consciousness
like space debris: mortgages, groceries, don’t forget the Lysol but don’t drink
it, relatives who are sick and
dying, time to get the car
serviced, isn’t today someone’s birthday and what
are we doing this summer?
You’ve got your list and

some of it you’re thinking
about right now. I have my
list. Actually it’s not really a
list. It’s more like a cauldron
of witch’s brew.
Our
little
personal
spheres of chaos constantly
collide with other spheres
of personal chaos and
that is called human interaction. And frankly, I am
missing my chaos colliding
with other people’s chaos.
As hard as it is to admit, I
miss people.
I have a new appreciation for people I couldn’t
stand before. They weren’t
so bad. Nothing a little pandemic can’t help put in perspective. Or am I just mellowing?
Right now the river has
that 1960’s Kodachrome
look for those who remember the days of film. The

water is a deep, cobalt blue,
and Galop Island across
from me is golden yellow in
the light of the setting sun.
A lone fisherman wearing hip waders stands in
the water at the end of the
spit on the township lands.
He has been there all day.
There is a freighter making
its way downriver; a sight I
never tire of seeing
It is idyllic. It’s so beautiful it almost looks fake. Fake
views.
As lonely as the isolation
is, today, I find the chaos in
my head is less so. It takes
more to get me going and
why get going at all? I have
more of what I never had a
lot of and that is patience.
I hope some good is
coming from this crisis for
you and your family. It’s a
bit humbling to watch as

mankind is brought to its
knees by an enemy it can’t
see.
But through the absence of personal contact,
we’re learning exactly how
important we are to each
other. With all our weaknesses, foibles, flaws, different-from-me-itis
and
other glaring defects, other
people round out our lives
and without them, life is
a challenge. It makes you
appreciate people more.
So like I said, thank you
for reading. It means a lot
to me, not that I really said
anything today. Come to
think of it, I don’t say a lot of
anything any time but just
take readers on a cerebral
journey from time to time.
Next week I’ll try to be
funny. Seriously.

Getting visitors to the Fort Town this summer
What are we going to
do to attract visitors to
Prescott after COVID-19
has flattened? We’ve lost
the Shakespeare Festival
for this season, our main
summer attraction, due to
the virus… so what do we
have to replace it, at least
in some small way.
Some will say I’m jumping the gun, that there’s no
way we’ll be able to mount
any fill-in events of any
kind in any size even if, say
starting in July, it turns out
to be post-COVID times.
That’s not farfetched:
Governments around the
world including in Canada
have begun permitting

A
New
View
By Tom
Van Dusen

businesses and organizations to reopen as they
turn their sights to rebuilding shattered economies, a
more onerous task than
dealing with COVID itself.
Just say we’re good to go
in July with a few smaller
events, nothing fancy,
mostly outdoors, what
does Prescott have to offer? Happily, we don’t have

to reinvent the wheel; we
already have a lot of possibilities. It just takes determination to present them
to an Eastern Ontario
population which logic
dictates will be exploring
close to home this summer.
Why not explore the
1812 Fort Town with an
actual fort from the period- who else around here
has one of those – a Canadian Coast Guard base
– once again, nobody else
nearby has one – a spectacular amphitheatre, a
magnificent walking trail,
a beautiful marina and
waterfront park graced by

a lighthouse, an excellent
public beach and swimming pool, some of the
finest churches anywhere,
and a large inventory of
other historic buildings
each with a story to tell.
Let’s start with Fort
Wellington undergoing a
major facelift for the past
several months, the work
continuing right through
COVID. It’s an occasion
for a grand reopening this
summer, with pomp and
pageantry, most of it taking
place outdoors, perhaps a
mini powwow, the usual
musket and cannon demonstrations, live music and
period dancing…

Then there’s the Coast
Guard. Except for the large
space it occupies, you
hardly know it’s there. The
base has a showcase of
artifacts that nobody ever
gets to see; why can’t that
be open to the public on a
regular schedule? And why
can’t those visitors tour the
Griffon while they’re at it?
Turning to the amphitheatre, as far as I know
the Sunday Summer Concert Series featuring country and 60’s rock hasn’t
been cancelled. Why can’t
that very successful series be expanded to twice
a week, perhaps with different music genres on

the second evening? As
for the churches, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian has a
program in place to celebrate its 200th anniversary
I believe only partly impacted by COVID; perhaps
the other churches could
join in with their own
programming. As for our
inventory of famous buildings, why not stage regular
organized walking tours?
No biggie! It has been done
before.
The key to success is
promotion! We have to let
the rest of the region know
what we’ve got and pass
along the invitation to join
us.

Audrey and the dreadful French knots
My sister Audrey said
I was old enough. Six
years, she said, certainly meant I should be
learning simple things
like knitting and doing
embroidery work.
Well, I was hoping
she would have said I
was old enough to run
the old pedal Singer
sewing machine, but
we both knew Mother
would never allow that!
And so, one night, instead of working our
way through a few
pages of Eaton’s catalogue, Audrey decided
it was a good time to
do something more interesting. She was going to teach me to embroider.
Mother kept all her
embroidery things in a
wicker basket with a lid
on it. Audrey fetched it
from the parlour, where
it sat on the shelf under
the table that also held
the bible, and brought
it to the kitchen. Inside were all the little
packets of embroidery threads. They were
there, all colours of
the rainbow, with little
narrow paper wrappers

MEMORIES
OF
YESTERDAY
Mary Cook

holding the threads
in place, and a special
package of needles, all
with eyes bigger than
the ones in the needles
Mother used for sewing.
Audrey said the first
thing I had to do was to
learn how to thread the
needle, which I soon
found out was a lot
harder than I thought it

would be. But finally, I
threaded it with bright
red embroidery thread.
Audrey let me choose
the colour I wanted.
She also had a flourbag tea towel stretched
out on the table in
front of her. Audrey
thought learning the
French knot was a good
place to start. She said
it would be the easiest.
And she took a needle
she had threaded and
did some quick and I
thought, ‘fancy wrapping of thread around
the needle, poking it
into a spot on the edge
of the tea towel, and
there, right before my

eyes was a lump of embroidery thread that
looked all the world
like a big dot!’ I was absolutely amazed at how
easy it seemed to be.
Audrey made a few
more, telling me how
important it was to
make sure I wound
enough thread on the
needle, or what was
called a French knot
would look like nothing when finished.
Then it was my turn to
try. By the time I had
the embroidery thread
wrapped around the
needle, I had pricked
my finger three times,
and there was blood

all over the end of the
tea towel. But Audrey
wouldn’t let me stop.
She said the same thing
happened to her when
she first started to sew,
which didn’t make me
feel any better.
After making ten
French knots, I asked
Audrey if I could learn
another stitch, but she
didn’t think I had done
enough French knots.
My patience was wearing pretty thin, and it
was soon time to get
ready for bed, and all I
had learned was how to
make a dozen or more
lumpy spots on the end
of an old tea towel.

When
i
showed
everyone what I had
learned, my hateful
brother Emerson said
the towel looked like it
had been attacked by
a swarm of houseflies,
leaving their mark.
Mother said it was
lovely. Audrey said we
would practice again
the next night. I asked
if she would teach me
another stitch. She
said no, I had to make
French knots until they
were perfect. As far
as I was concerned, if
i never saw another
French knot as long as
I lived, it would be too
soon for me!
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editor’s notebook

It’s been a hard day’s night

Ready, aim….
Honestly, I considered it a good thing.
When I saw the news regarding the Federal Government’s recent additions to restrictions on Canadian firearm laws, I was quick to share it on my own social media
feed.
I am not a big gun fan by nature.
We have three in our house. All of them came to us by
inheritance; one from my dad and two from my fatherin-law. I have the proper paperwork needed to legally
own them. They serve the purpose of deterring unwanted critters on the farm and the occasional destruction of
tin cans. They are not anything spectacular, or remotely
applicable, when one starts talking about gun control.
Real gun guys would probably not even consider my little
22-calibre rifles worthy of discussion.
Also not a fan of big guns.
Why anyone would have need for a rapid-fire weapon,
one capable of spewing out multiple rounds of big bullets in a short time frame, has always eluded me. Frankly, if you can’t hit the game you are hunting with the first
couple shots…perhaps hunting is just not your thing.
And outside of the confines of war…why would anyone
possibly have justification to own such a killing device?
And yes, I fully understand the pro-gun crowd’s viewpoint. (After my post went live, I certainly received plenty
of feedback to illustrate that perspective)
Guns are not the root of the problem.
If someone wants to go on a killing spree, limiting
weapon size will do very little to stop them from killing.
If we could make all the firearms on the planet disappear,
we would still have mass killings. The perpetrators would
use cars, bombs, poisons and whatever other means they
can find to carry out their evil intention. Furthermore, the
majority of legal gun owners, the vast majority, are not
involved in mass shootings….nor are legally purchased
weapons.
At best, all the recent restrictions can hope for is to
slightly reduce the availability of guns best suited for killing.
It is by no means the answer.
But is the action a step towards something worthwhile?
Both sides of this argument want the same thing; less
mass-shootings in our society. The notion that restricting
weapons alone will aid that intent is as flawed as the perception that restricting weapons will have no effect whatsoever.
Debate is not about shouting down your adversary or
bellowing out your opinions. Useful discussion is about
listening, learning and understanding an argument from
both sides before drawing conclusion. Maybe that is a
better place to affect change.
I certainly welcome thoughts from both sides on this
one…
joe
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Every four weeks, I get the pleasure of work- a note taped to the office door requesting a
ing a weekend of nights. Twelve hours on Fri- subscription cancellation, as they strongly
day, Saturday, and Sunday. As you can imagine, disagreed with the content and direction of
my Mondays are usually a dazed and confused the paper.
write-off. Tuesdays can be no betIt made me realize how serter. Shiftwork, coupled with iniously people take what we do.
somnia, means my sleep pattern
THAT Being a community newspaper is
is rarely a pattern of any sort.
BRITISH GUY a huge responsibility. Thousands
So I sit here at my kitchen table
of people read our articles every
with the first of several coffees at
week and it’s important that we
MIKE
4:15 a.m. this Tuesday morning,
serve that community as best we
EVANS
wondering what to write for my
can with every edition.
column.
The support we have received
I check the news - still pretty much only one from the community (and even an amazing
story (although our Prime Minister is doing his message from a colleague at a ‘rival’ publicabest to make us forget a global pandemic by tion) makes me extremely proud of what we
announcing a fairly emotive piece of legisla- do and how we do it. I look forward to a time
tion), I check the sports news - that’s actually when I’m able to be out in the community
not too bad, as a lot of it is reminiscent of times again and able to thank the people (and lisgone by when sports were played.
ten to their criticisms) who make South GrenInsomnia is a curse and a gift. The last time ville a wonderful and unique place to live.
I slept a solid eight (no bathroom visits or letting dogs out) would have been more than 25
******
years ago.
There will be no prize for recognizHowever, it does give me opportunity to sit
ing the song I stole my headline from.
and think. I look out of my kitchen window,
waiting for that first glimpse of the sun’s redMother’s Day is coming. I want to
golden haze and I think my thoughts. Some
quickly pay tribute to a particular
deep, some not so much.
group of ladies - stepmothers (foster
I start to loosely plan my day, I reflect on
and adoptive as well). These women
events from my past. There is very little trafhave a love for children not borne of
fic at this time, and any passing vehicle autoblood. They come into children’s lives
matically earns my sympathy as this is a rifor a variety of reasons at different
diculous time to be awake and having to drive!
stages of a child’s life. I know several
This week has certainly been an intereststepmothers and one foster mother
ing one. We at the Journal received two memvery well, and want to say thank you
orable messages. The first was from a local
to Kate for being an incredible stepwoman who took the time to say how much
mom to my three daughters and to
she enjoyed the content and direction of the
Melonie (my sister-in-law), who has
paper, with a promise to remain a reader for
taken in many foster children and
as long as she draws breath. The second was
helped them so much on their journey.

Celebrating Mom
May is here - though the weather would but. My mother is the living, breathing empossibly argue it’s still March most days. With bodiment of strength and perseverance.
May comes one of the
I’ve watched my mother
holidays that we as North
bring herself back from the
Americans hold nearest
so many of us find ourPublisher’s edge
and dearest - Mother’s Day.
selves dangling upon after loss
Pen or trauma takes its toll, and I
This year, it’s a day on the
horizon that comes with
have witnessed her almostKate
perhaps a bit of sadness
miraculous ability to see the
Martelle
and trepidation, as most
silver lining in every situation.
of us will miss the trips to
She grieves. She cries. She gets
garden centres to find the
angry. She is human. And then
perfect hanging baskets,
she smiles. She forgives. She
the stop at the store for a heartfelt card, and laughs. She is human.
the ever-treasured Mother’s Day brunch.
This opportunity to witness a parent at
Personally, I am certainly saddened by the a truly-human level can be terrifying. But it
fact that I will not get to see my mom and nan teaches us the most important lessons we can
this coming weekend. It will be the first Moth- learn in life. Witnessing my mother go five
er’s Day in recent memory that we don’t gather rounds with life and come out on top, I knew
as an extended family to celebrate the women it was possible. ‘If she can do it, so can I, right?’
who made us who we are.
My mom never gave up. More importantThough she may feel a bit cheated this ly, she never got bitter. She still laughs just as
Mother’s Day, I hope my mom still feels cele- hard at Mr. Bean and smiles just as brightly
brated. That’s the whole point, isn’t it? A day to each time she sees her kids. She taught me
feel celebrated for the women who ask for it that darkness in life can be defeated. The
least. With a mom like mine, celebration is a trick is choosing the right weapon. My mom’s
part of everyday life.
weapon of choice against the darkness - her
My mom may be the definition of the phrase light. Knowing there’s a glimmer of that in me
‘looks can be deceiving’. Petite with blonde - every day is cause for celebration.
curls and a natural beauty that emanates from
somewhere beyond the understanding of the
human eye, she could easily be described as
See you soon South Grenville,
‘dainty’ or ‘little’. What lies beneath is anything
Kate

Letters to the Editor welcome
Email: joe@evansprinting.ca
or Fax: 613-925-3472

Letters to the Editor welcome – email: joe@evansprinting.ca or fax: 613-925-3472
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Businesses moving ahead, boat ramp opening as we prepare for the next stage
Are we seeing some
light at the end of the
C-19 tunnel? Let’s hope so,
given recent transmission
numbers here in Ontario
and the provincial government announcing plans to
begin a measured reopening of society.
And, in honour of that
hope, I am finally retiring my “Stay home” column lede after nearly two
months. While social distancing is still a necessity,
as are all of the other ongoing precautions geared
to keep us healthy and to
protect the most vulnerable from the continuing
threat of COVID-19, we are
starting to see progress.
As a result, the Town of
Prescott is beginning to
look at what comes next.
Now that we may have
crested the initial C-19
hump, we can address the
steps needed to reopen facilities and to do what we
can to assist businesses as
they enter into what will
be a challenging recovery
period.

In my last video report
released after the Township
Council Meeting of April 27,
I outlined some of the reasons behind the council decision to leave the Cardinal
Boat Launch Ramp closed
until after the May 2 weekend.
Foremost in our thinking was the request from
other St. Lawrence River
mayors that we should take
a coordinated approach
to opening pleasure boating and fishing because so
many of the St. Lawrence
River Marinas were still
closed under the Provincial Emergency Order, and
furthermore with the opening of the fishing season
on May 2 it was felt that we
would not be able to ensure
that safe distancing was in
effect at all times in the boat
launch area.
Since our decision of
April 27 a number of factors
have changed. On April 30 at
5:46PM, unexpectedly and
without prior notice, the

First up, council authorized my proposal for
the creation of a Mayor’s
Task Force on Economic
Recovery. Councillors Teresa Jansman (our council
Chair of Economic Development and representative to the Downtown
BIA) and Gauri Shankar
(our representative to the
Chamber of Commerce
and a long-standing business owner in Prescott)
very generously supported my call for assistance with this working
group, which will consist
mainly of business leaders
from all sectors in Prescott
and partners from various
agencies.
We need to listen to
our business community.
We need to do all that we
can to help them get back
on their feet while still
coping with the impact

of the greatest economic
catastrophe to hit Canada
since the Great Depression. We need to establish
a dialogue that will allow
us to be responsive and
proactive in answering
questions, to help in lobbying senior levels of government when it comes to
assistance, and to supply
direct municipal support
however needed.
Second, I brought a
proposal forward to open
our municipal boat ramp
this coming Friday, May
8th. Brockville Mayor
Jason Baker and myself
discussed this over the
weekend and again on
Monday, with an eye toward a coordinated opening that will allow us both
to share the burden and
ease the parking-lot congestion that could interfere with proper social
distancing practices. I am
very grateful for the full
support of our council in
this joint initiative.
Finally, council reviewed extensive financial

reports regarding capital
projects and cash flow projections for the remainder
of 2020. We have made no
final decisions yet (despite
what another local media
source reported after our
last council meeting), but
we did have a thorough
discussion of what may
need to be put off until
2021 due to concerns
about cash flow toward
the end of the year and
the simple feasibility of
staging major projects like
the East St. reconstruction
that was planned for this
summer.
Quite frankly, we are
weathering the C-19 crisis
reasonably well at present.
We have not laid off staff
and are trying to maintain
standard operating procedure as much as is reasonably possible during
such an unprecedented
catastrophe as this pandemic.
Thanks to everyone in
the Fort Town for working
with us and being understanding during these

challenging times. We are
doing our best to cut costs
where we can and help out
residents with such moves
as dropping planned increases to taxes and water
and sewer rates, along
with eliminating our infrastructure surcharge that
goes directly into a reserve
fund for major projects
like road reconstruction.
Still, we have to plan
thoroughly as we head
into finalizing all of our
operational and capital
budget plans at our next
council meeting on May
19th. The goal here is, of
course, to survive 2020 in
good financial shape. But
we also have to do whatever we can to avoid digging ourselves into a hole
today that we will all have
to pay for in 2021 and
2022.
*** ***
To close on an upbeat
note, huge thanks to Christine Tremblay-Sloan for
her fantastic new “Prescott

Certain businesses to reopen
Township of Leeds & 1000
Islands issued a press release announcing that their
Municipal Boat Launches at
Ivy Lea and Rockport would
open the next day on May
1. Additionally on May 1,
the province issued a news
release that certain businesses would be allowed
to reopen on Monday,May
4 under strict safety guidelines. The following paragraphs are quoted from the
news release:
“The Ontario government is allowing certain
businesses and workplaces
to reopen as long as they
comply with strict public
health measures and operate safely during the COVI019 outbreak. Those permitted to start up include
seasonal businesses and
some essential construction

projects.”
“The Chief Medical Officer of Health has provided
general recommendations
on how the openings of
businesses and workplaces
could be implemented to
support safe operations,
including strict adherence
to health and safety requirements.”
“We are allowing certain
businesses to reopen under
strict guidelines because
we are confident, they can
operate safely and adapt to
the current environment,”
said Premier Ford . “While
further reductions in the
spread are needed before
we can begin reopening the
province, we have the right
framework and the right
workplace guidelines in
place to do so gradually and
safely.”
By following the proper
health and safety guidelines
these businesses were permitted to begin operations
on Monday, May 4 at 12:01
a.m.: Garden centres and

nurseries with curbside
pick-up and delivery only;
Lawn care and landscaping; Additional essential
construction projects that
include: shipping and logistics; broadband, telecommunications, and digital
infrastructure; any other
project that supports the
improved delivery of goods
and services; municipal
projects; colleges and universities; child care centres;
schools; and site preparation, excavation, and servicing for institutional,
commercial, industrial and
residential development;
Automatic and self-serve
car washes; Auto dealerships, open by appointment only; Golf courses
may prepare their courses
for the upcoming season,
but not open to the public; and Marinas may also
begin preparations for the
recreational boating season by servicing boats and
other watercraft and placing boats in the water,

but not open to the public.
Boats and watercraft must
be secured to a dock in the
marina until public access
is allowed.”
“Although certain businesses are being permitted
to reopen, it is critical that
people continue to stay
home, practice physical distancing and only go out for
essential reasons, to pick up
groceries, prescriptions or
to keep a medical appointment. It is through these
simple actions that Ontario
is making progress to stop
the spread of COVI0-19.
“As we begin planning for
the next phase of our fight
against COVID-19, Ontarians should continue to stay
home as much as possible
to ensure we stop as quickly
as possible the spread of
this virus,” said Minister Elliott. “While we have made
tremendous progress in our
shared battle against this
new virus, we are not done
yet. We need to keep up the
fight by continuing to prac-

Strong” mural downtown
at the front of the former
Young’s of Prescott store.
Christine has always been
a top community booster
and we’re seeing it again
with this splash of King St.
colour and its accompanying message of positivity
when we need it the most.
And big thanks also to
Ashley and Josee Davies
for allowing the mural to
be painted on the wood
panels currently covering his extensive restoration/rejuvenation of the
Young’s of Prescott property. This marks the renovation of two more King St.
buildings for Ashley and
Josee, after their previous
amazing job with the two
buildings that went into
their Zens Inn.
Even though 2020 has
been an awfully tough year
for everyone, good things
continue to happen in the
Downtown Prescott RiverWalk District. And that’s all
due to good people, like
the three fine Fort Town
backers mentioned above.

tice physical distancing and
good hygiene habits.”
“People’s efforts are paying off and we can see a
light at the end of the tunnel,” said Minister Phillips.
“Our response has always
been based on the current
status of the outbreak in
our province, and on what
makes sense for Ontario. To
be clear - we haven’t moved
into the reopening phase of
our response to COVID-19.
Not yet. But based on the
best public health advice
available to us, we are a step
closer.”
In response to these new
developments I called a
Special Meeting of Council
for Monday, May 4 at 6:00
p.m. at which Council supported my recommendation to open the Cardinal
Boat Launch Ramp on
Wednesday, May 6. The new
floating docks approved
by Council have not yet arrived so the older set will be
installed as we wait for their
arrival.

Time to adapt current COVID-19 protocols?
Increasingly, there are
signs that it may be time
to start adapting current
COVID-19 protocols to
get our local and provincial economy rolling and
get families back together.
On the COVID-19 side, the
Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit reported on Thursday, April
30 that as of 4:00 p.m. the
number of lab-confirmed
cases had risen from 310
to 311, representing the
slowest increase in weeks.
The news article also mentioned that the COVID-19
Assessment Centre located
at the Brockville Memorial Centre has reduced its
hours of operation because
the number of testing re-

quests had decreased.
The Counties Economic
Development Department
and the St. Lawrence Corridor Economic Development Commission each
conducted a survey to
find out how local businesses were fairing under
COVID-19. The surveys
indicated that industry
and commerce in the area
is suffering, and from the
people side, we are seeing increasing signs of fatigue and frustration with
the self-confinement de-

manded by the current
COVID-19 protocols, and
this will only increase as
spring and summer approach. The provincial
government announced
its three-phase approach
towards getting the economy moving and giving
people more options. It
is evident that we will
not be able to forget the
COVID-19 protocol and
will have to adapt to them
to evolve.
For its part, Augusta
Township used its regular meeting of council on
Monday, May 4 to assist
the local economy by approving several contracts
that enable contractors to
proceed with the work in

accordance with provincial COVID-19 limitations.
Included in the approved
contracts are: an agreement with K&S Perrin Enterprises Inc. for annual
street sweeping services
at a rate of $117/hour for
sweeping winter sand
from curb/gutter and asphalt from the streets for
approximately 35.6 lane
kilometres and seven culde-sacs in the township;
an agreement with Morris
Chemicals for the supply
and application of approximately 260,000 litres of liquid dust suppressants on
the township’s gravel road
for the estimated amount
of $68,250; an agreement
with G. Tackaberry & Sons

Construction
Company
Limited for the supply and
spreading of an estimated
quantity of approximately
122,650 tonnes of Granular M crushed stone at an
estimated upset cost of
$164,197; and contracts
with Grant Bartholomew
and Superior Group for
grass cutting and trimming for 17 specified locations in the township for a
one year term in 2020 with
an option of a one year renewal.
In addition, council authorized the clerk to enter
into agreement with Fast
Eddie Auto Recycling for
the extension of one year
for waste and recycling
services to the Township’s

waste transfer stations
from June 1, 2020 to May
31, 2021, at an annual cost
of $192,000. Staff pointed
out in the report to council
that Fast Eddie Auto Recycling has provided operation of the township’s two
waste transfer sites for the
past six years and the one
year contract extension
is advisable as there are
legislative changes coming to waste and recycling
that have the potential to
change the operations of
the transfer stations. In
addition, extending the
contract for one year was
preferable to putting out
tenders for a new contract during the current
COVID-19 period.
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New Augusta business plans to build on old-fashioned values
By Veronica Burchell
ALGONQUIN - A
proposed corner store
and lunch counter
won’t be a “square box”
on the landscape, says
local businessman Arnold Dixon.
Area residents received a notice of application in their mail last
week, re-alerting them
to Dixon’s plans to create a new two-acre
lot out of his existing
land holdings, which
face County Road 15
running north/south
from Maitland to Merrickville. The original
request for severance
was made in 2017.
Due to a neighbour’s
negative response at
that time, and now

the fact that councils
are sitting only in virtual meetings, Dixon’s
original
submission
ran out of time for approval. It is before the
United Counties and
local Augusta Township council again.
“My plan is to bring
a rural grocery store,
one gas pump and
a
Woolworth’s-style
lunch counter to the
local residents,” said
Dixon from his office at
Brockville Kia on April
24. “Nothing big, not a
lot of extra traffic, just
something like Algonquin used to have.”
He sees his idea as
providing an alternative for residents, saving them a trip into
Brockville for small

purchases.
He
envisions people coming
in to have a coffee and
social time, or popping in on the weekend
for lawnmower gas.
He intends to use local produce when the
seasons allow and offer
short shifts to seniors
who want to work a few
hours a week.
“There was only
one neighbour who
opposed this (during
the original application), and when that
individual learned we
didn’t intend to do a
big-box type of place,
he withdrew his objection,” says Dixon, who
is hoping there are no
current objections this
time around.
A resident of Augus-

ta his entire life, he remembers a time when
the hamlet of Algonquin, located approximately 15 km north of
Maitland, was home
to three stores, a post
office, and several service garages.
“My parents had the
post office, and it was a
treat for us as kids to go
in on Saturday and help
them sort and deliver
the mail,” he recalls.
“In the small grocery
store there was always a
group of people shooting the breeze and visiting with each other
- that’s what’s missing
in today’s shopping experience.”
Even his proposed
design will be reminiscent of times gone by.
“Rather
than
a
square box on the site,
I am aiming for something contained in one
story, possible with a
full front porch in the
tradition of a country general store,” he
explains, adding that
anything else would be
“an eyesore” in a rural
setting.
Hours of operation
would also be in touch
with a less-obvious
presence, open from
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
or 7:00 a.m.to 7:00 p.m.
six days a week and
closed on Sundays at
first, depending upon
demand.
He also remembers
the
not-so-distant
past, when Maitland
and Maynard both had
country grocery/variety stores, and how
people
appreciated
them. He hopes to fill

the gap which the closure of those two left behind.
“A lot of seniors live
in the country and
don’t want to go into
town for every little
thing. Some of them
don’t drive and have

to rely on their neighbours to run errands.
If I can do something
to make sure my neighbours can enjoy their
independence a little
longer, than I know I’m
helping my community,” says Dixon.

TOWNSHIP OF
EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL

Committee of the Whole
– Admin & Finance
Monday, May 11, 1:00 p.m.
Committee of the Whole – PW/ES/F
Tuesday, May 19, 1:00 p.m.
Port Management Committee
Wednesday, May 20, 9:00 a.m.
Regular Council
Monday, May 25, 1:00 p.m.
From time to time, the Mayor meets with advisors and
consultants for the municipality. Members of Council are
always welcome to attend these meetings and occasionally
quorum may be present. The public will be notified that the
meetings are planned and any information received will be
reported at regular Council meetings
All meetings are open to the public and are held at the
Township Office in Spencerville unless otherwise noted.
Please check the municipal website for the most current

list of upcoming meetings www.TWPEC.ca

Easy Recycling Tips
Used Kleenex/Paper Towels
are noT recyclable
Township Office – 613 658-3055, Recreation Director 613-349-9491, Public Works-613-657-4606,
Environmental Services- 613-657-3765
www.TWPEC.ca

FROM THE OFFICE OF

DR. KIM HANSEN AND
DR. LANCE MCINTOSH

Total Family Dentistry

TO ALL OF OUR PATIENTS
Ready to ride
Brandon Garnier, an employee at Crossings Road
and Trail in Prescott, can’t
wait for another spring and
summer to arrive. Recreational dealerships are gearing up for greener days,
ready to supply lawn mowers, chain saws and aftermarket items like oil and
engine cleaners.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

South Grenville
Journal

ASK A REALTOR
Let’s get ready...

Real Estate will change this struggling market. I see a bit of movement already. Fingers
Crossed.
So you’ve made the decision to sell your house, looked into the market and talked to a real
estate agent. Your head is swimming with facts, figures and neighborhood values. But statistics
show that the best possible thing you can do to keep your final sale price up and your time on
the market down is also the least expensive.
The first step is separating yourself from the idea of your house as your “home.” The next
place you live will be your new home. The house you’re selling now is just a product, and it’s
your job to make every possible effort to ensure that this product is at its best for potential
customers.
Disengaging from your house emotionally can be difficult, but the act of staging your home
can help you look at it with a more neutral eye. And because so much of the staging process
is about decluttering and depersonalizing your house, doing it in conjunction with packing for
the move can help even more.
Similarly, because the staging process requires you to portray your house as a welcoming,
neutral home for every potential buyer -- which means packing up personal items like family
portraits, knickknacks and other signs of your family’s time in the house -- you’ll find it easier
and easier to let go when it’s time to leave.
This process is called depersonalizing, and it’s essential to giving buyers the opportunity
to imagine their own families moving in. By reducing your visual “footprint,” you can inspire
your buyers without making them feel like they’re snooping around somebody else’s home.
Are you ready to sell??? Is it time to start looking??? Let me assure you, I can help you while
abiding by the social distancing and safety guidelines of this difficult unprecedented times.

Following the recommendations from the Government of Ontario
and The Royal College of Dental Surgeons of Ontario, our office
remains closed until further notice. The safety of our staff and
our patients is our top priority, and we want to help to reduce
the spread of COVID-19 in our community. If you have a dental
emergency please call the office and leave a message, as we are
monitoring messages regularly.

If you have an appointment with us during the month of May,
please assume that your appointment will be rescheduled.
We will do our best to contact all patients with more information
as it becomes available.

Thank you for your patience and understanding
during this unprecedented time.

613-925-3428

197 Water St. Suite 304, Prescott
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We would like to thank our local businesses for the changes you’ve made
to help keep your employees, customers and our township safe.
Please take advantage of the FREE ad space on this page to
let our community know how we can continue to support you.

“Community spirit is alive and well in TWPEC, despite the challenges we face during this pandemic. It is now
more important than ever for us to support our local businesses. These entrepreneurs are our friends, our family
and our neighbours. They are the very foundation of what makes Edwardsburgh Cardinal a great place to live.”

This opportunity is available
to all businesses within
the Township of
Edwardsburgh Cardinal.
Submit ads/content by 9am
Monday to Joe@evansprinting.
ca ad size is 3x2.5 inches.

Available on a first come,
first serve basis.

-Edwardsburgh Cardinal Mayor, Pat Sayeau
6 Beverly Street
Spencerville, ON
613-658-3101
1-888-370-9859

Est.1996

For a free Quotation
Call 613-340-6546

√ Certified

Currently accepting exterior paint
jobs in order to comply with the
Social Distancing.

Travis Pickard

Travas1@hotmail.com

“We are still open and assisting customers
with their heating, cooling and home
comfort needs. We have temporarily shut
our showroom down to customers at this
time, however our office is still open.”
Info@thestovestore.net
Sales@thestovestore.net

The

As per the Government
of Ontario, our store
will remain open
with only curbside
pick-up available

When your order is ready, we’ll call
you to arrange curbside pick-up

spnhh@jcis.ca

3018 County Rd 21,
Spencerville, ON

(613) 658-2004

www.homehardware.ca

Monday-Friday7:30am-5:30pm
Saturday 7:30am-5:00pm
Sunday10:00am-4:00pm

ToTally K9 and
anglers anonymous
are open To serve you!

Monday to Friday 12pm to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 12pm.

We offer full line pet store, specializing in
RAW dog food as well as live bait.
(minnows and earthworms)

Call in your order to be ready for pick up.
Delivery available after 5pm.

2099 DunDas st, CarDinal, On
(613) 671-2016

Open daily, sOCial distanCing
and liMited nuMber Of
CustOMers at all tiMes

613-671-3002

Highway #2 in Cardinal at the Mall

Village
Pantry

Open 5:30am - 8pm every day

Food orders can be called in for pickup
maximum 5 people in the store at one time

613-658-3029

8 Spencer St,
Spencerville, ON

open daily, social distancing
and limited number of
customers at all times
Nancy Franklin, Pharmacist
613-657-3326

Friday night - take out or delivery.

2400 Brousville Rd. Spencerville

Stay home, be Safe,
let uS courier your package.
Daily trips throughout eastern ontario

1-877-684-9333

www.missmertransport.com

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-5

Lawrence
River!local
ThankSt.you
for supporting

Visitklcraftdistillery.ca
our website for 613-704-2529
hours of operation
5 Newport
Drive,
and
additional
tourJohnstown
information.

Helping one person at a time in tHe store

Accepting phone and email
orders for curb side pick up.

613-657-4580

COME VISIT...

open andwww.klcraftdistillery.ca
respecting social distancing
5 Newport Drive, Johnstown, Ontario

mon,tues, tHurs fri 8:30-5:30 saturday 9:00-1:00

Downtown Cardinal off Hwy. # 2

2100 Dundas Street, Cardinal

Home Hardware

COME VISIT...

Hours: closed sunday and Wednesday,

Open until 9:00am -6:00pm Monday to Friday

BURCHELL’S
Award-winning vodka,
gin and rye made only from
the finest
Eastern-Ontario
Organic
spirits of thecrops

We are allowing 2 customers in the
store at once, and offering pick up
from the loading dock.

VILLAGE SQUARE
MALL, CARDINAL

Email: burron@personainternet.com

posted
to Facebook
weekly
FridayMenu
night
- take
out or
delivery.
Menu
posted
Facebook
Saturday
- Hotto
dog,
chips and aweekly.
pop
Drive-in orders - just $5.00
Saturday - Hot
dog, chips and a pop.
Beer delivery.
Drive-in
orders
just $5.00
Tuesday,
Wednesday
and -Thursday
evenings
To order callBeer
613-704-0154
delivery.and select 1
Tuesday,
and Thursday
or emailWednesday
orders@newportbbq.ca
windmill.beer - 5evenings.
Newport Dr. Johnstown

NICKY’S PLACE

To order call 613-704-0154 and select 1
or email orders@newportbbq.ca

Take ouT and
delivery only

windmill.beer - 5 Newport Dr. Johnstown

Monday - Wednesday 11-1 and 4-7
Thursday-Saturday 11-1 and 4-9
Sunday 4-7

613-657-1818

73 Shanly Rd, Cardinal, ON

Seaway Valley Pharm front banner
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We’re stiLL open during reguLar business hours.

New
A small
with wo

Call (613) 925-4286 with your order and pay by phone.

New pati
We ar
of

We’ll do our best to assemble your order
within the hour for a curbside pick up.

A small townFAX
pharmacy
with world-class service
(613) 925-2875
254
King
St
W.
Prescott,
ON
We are still here to serve our customers.
(613)
925-4233
FAX (613)
925-2875
We
offer
curbside pick
up or
we can try
5
7
8
2
to
arrange
delivery
of
your
prescriptions.
5
2
254
King
St
W.
Prescott,
ON
9
)
FAX (613
New patients always welcome.
3
3
2
4
5
ott, ON
c
s
e
r
(613) 92
P
.
We are proud to be part of the community.
ing St W
(613) 925-4233

AD SPACE

Thank you for your continued Lewis, Lynn
patience and support.
and staff

AD SPACE

BEACH
HOME HARDWARE

199 Irvine Dr. Prescott

Like us on
Facebook

613-925-4286

AD SPACE

AD SPACE

254 K
Free Business
Free Business
Advertising Opportunity

(613) 925-4233 FAX (613) 925-2875
254 King St W. Prescott, ON
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6 pm Sat. 9am-3pm

Advertising Opportunity
“Small business is at the very heart of communities like Prescott, so please know that we
“Small business is at the very heart of communities like Prescott, so please know that we
stand with
with you
you during
during this
this challenging
challenging time,”
time,” says
says Mayor
Mayor Brett
Brett Todd.
Todd. “The
“The Town
Town of
of
stand
Prescott is
is continuing
continuing operations
operations during
during the
the COVID-19
COVID-19 outbreak.
outbreak. We
We stand
stand ready
ready to
to assist
assist
Prescott
business however
however we
we can.
can. Please
Please do
do not
not hesitate
hesitate to
to reach
reach out
out to
to us
us with
with any
any concerns
concerns or
or
business
questions, so
so we
we can
can best
best help
help you
you weather
weather this
this storm
storm together.”
together.”
questions,
In an
an effort
effort to
to support
support the
the Prescott
Prescott business
business community
community during
during these
these challenging
challenging times,
times,
In
the Town
Town of
of Prescott
Prescott Economic
Economic Development
Development Department
Department &
& Downtown
Downtown Prescott
Prescott BIA
BIA have
have
the
partnered
partnered to
to offer
offer FREE
FREE information
information ads
ads to
to businesses.
businesses. Ads
Ads will
will be
be published
published in
in the
the South
South
Grenville
Grenville Journal
Journal on
on aa weekly
weekly basis
basis starting
starting April
April 29th.
29th. This
This is
is aa chance
chance for
for businesses
businesses to
to
keep
keep customers
customers informed
informed on
on how
how they
they can
can access
access your
your products
products &
& services,
services, or
or support
support
your
business
in
other
ways.
Available
on
a
ﬁrst
come
ﬁrst
serve
basis.
your business in other ways. Available on a ﬁrst come ﬁrst serve basis.
Submit
Monday
to
joe@evansprinting.ca,
is
inches.
Submitads/content
ads/content by
by 9am
9am Monday
ad ad
size
is 3x2.5
Submit
ads/content
by
9am
Mondayto
toJoe@evansprinting.ca
joe@evansprinting.ca,
ad size
size
is 3x3
3x3inches.
inches.
(just behind Burger King)

This opportunity is available to all businesses located within the Town of Prescott.

This opportunity is available to all businesses located within the Town of Prescott.

Prescottʼs businesses are the backbone of our community, and need your
Prescottʼs
businesses
backbone
of ourchallenging
community,times.
and need your
support
more are
thanthe
ever
during these
support more than ever during these challenging times.
They provide vital products, services and experiences & contribute their time and
They provideresources
vital products,
services
experiences
& contribute
to support
our and
community
in countless
ways.their time and

resources to support our community in countless ways.

Please Show Your Support and Buy Local Wherever Possible!

Please Show Your Support and Buy Local Wherever Possible!
AD SPACE

AD SPACE

With our easy
drop
off box,
AD
SPACE
With
ourare
easy
taxes
With
our
easy
dropAD
offSPACE
box, taxes
easier
and
safe!
drop
offand
box,
are
easier
safe
We are
open to do
your taxes!
taxes
are
easier
and safe!
durandconsulting.com

sTore open WiTh
social disTancinG
in effecT
AD
SPACE
Call
fOr
pC express
and parking
lOT piCk up
AD SPACE

Prescott: 613-925-5984, Brockville: 613-342-1591

613-925-4625

Serving our community for over 25 years.

150 Prescott Centre Drive, Prescott

We are open to do your taxes!

AD SPACE

AD SPACE

‘The team at Laushway Law is here to help with your
legal needs during the Covid 19 pandemic.
Laushway Law… Eastern Ontario’s Injury Litigation firm.
Visit laushwaylaw.com to arrange a free consultation.

www.laushwaylaw.com
613-925-5991 or 1-888-925-5991
214
King SPACE
St. W., Prescott
AD

AD SPACE

P

T

Prescott: 613-925-5984, Brockville: 613-342-1591

durandconsulting.com
AD SPACE

RESCOT
Serving our community for over 25 years.
ToWinG & repair

AD SPACE

24-hOur emergenCy
repair and TOwing

855 Edward St. S,
PrEScott, oN
(613)
AD 925-0566
SPACE

AD SPACE

Welcome
AD SPACEopen
to
Wednesday
BOBBY
’S
AD SPACE
To sunday
resTauranT
100 King St.
Prescott

frOm 11:00 am TO 2:00 pm
and Then 4:00 pm TO 7:00 pm

Take ouT and delivery
613 640
or 613 925 5947
AD2122
SPACE

King Edward Auto Parts

AD SPACE
Everything you

need for your
vehicle & more

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT
CERB/EI? Business Supports?
Employment and Training?

ConTaCT uS Phone any of our locations and leave a message
Brockville: 613-342-2312
Prescott: 613-925-0222 Kemptville: 613-258-6576
Email: support@cseconsulting.com

www.cseconsultation.com

A sm
with

Currently at LeMar we are offering
product purchase for porch pick up, and
have tutorial how-to videos on Facebook.
Accepting donations for the local food bank.

On Facebook: LeMar LUXE spa studio
www.instagram.com/lemarluxe

Open 9-5 daily
Call ahead fOr
Curb-side piCk up

476 King W, Prescott

613-925-1000

HOUR
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COviD-19 fRONTliNE hEROES

Good News Project:
masks for many
Like most of us,
Yuli
Charbonneau
and Ana Neira, former
owners of Yuli’s Designs and Alterations,
were fearful about how
COVID-19 might hurt
their family members.
They decided to
make masks for family
and close friends. They
then went above and
beyond and decided to
use their resources and
talent to help others
as well. They weren’t
sure how people would
react to the masks but
reached out anyway.
Yuli and Ana recently closed their
business and still had
a lot of fabric in stock.
They started making
masks in early March
and have made a total
of 474 masks for front
line workers; imagine

all the fabric they
would need! They used
up their own fabric to
make the first 232 and
the rest are being made
from donations of fabric and elastic.
They are making
sure they don’t spread
germs by spraying
their equipment and
they explain to people
that they need to wash
and clean the masks.
The masks are given
by porch pick-up and
they schedule pick-up
times so people don’t
come at the same time.
They currently have
a waiting list and are
waiting for a shipment
of fabric and supplies
to arrive. They have
appreciated the donations they have received from people.
It is important to

them to make masks
because they want the
front line people and
everybody to feel less
fearful.
They want people to
know that they aren’t
doing this for recognition, they just want to
help protect vulnerable people.
We can help by donating money, fabric,
and elastic so they can
make more masks. You
can find them on Facebook Messenger at Yuli
Designs.
They’re doing this
out of the kindness of
their hearts, potentially saving lives, and
reducing the spread of
COVID-19.

In your own words, send us
a good news story about a
person or a local business or
organization who went above
and beyond to help someone.

GOOD
NEWS
PROJECT

Each week we’ll choose a
winner and publish their
story and photo in the
South Grenville Journal
and on Facebook

Email your personally written story
of 300 words or less with a photo to
bia@prescott.ca by Friday 5 pm
of each week to be eligible

Co-Written by
Braeden and Colin,
Grade 6 SLA

Brought to you By:
The Downtown Prescott BIA,
Town of Prescott and the
South Grenville Journal

LoraLee Carruthers
Office: 613-918-0321

Direct: 613-407-8869

loralee.carruthers@century21.ca

Submit ads/content by 9am
Monday to Joe@evansprinting.
ca ad size is 3x2 inches.
Available on a first come,
first serve basis.
MAxiMuM 2
peOple At
A tiMe in
the stOre.

Since 1994
25 April 29
Commencing Wednesday
Years
Open 10 am to 2 pm afterofthat Friday Open
SalesOpen
and Service
10 am to 2 pm Monday
10 am to 2 pm
Congratulations Grads!

We will be Open every Monday,

613-925-0776
- www.playitstar.com
Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 2 pm
Other times will be available by appointment
only by calling 613 349-0776

613-925-0776 - www.playitstar.com

“During this time, I want to do
everything I can to help those in need. If
you’re in the area and
need help with something,
need groceries, your
mail picked up or simply
could use someone to
hang out with
(virtually, of course),
please let me Know.”

Covid-19
preCautions
in effeCt
Phone: (613) 925-2828
138 King St W, Prescott, ON K0E 1T0

(613) 878-4012

2700 Edward St.N.
925-5665

Your Neighbourhood Renovation Centre

Talk to our experts about your
New Kitchen & Bath

Mon-Fri
8-4 Sat 9-2
s
n
e
h
c
it
K
n
e
Laurys Curb side pick up

or delivery available
5.00 off!
$

1 gal Select Eggshell or Semi-Gloss

2795

Sale $
Reg $3295 Price

613-925-5665
P A IN T S A L E M A R C H 3 1 - A P R IL 1 0 /0 4
•
•
2700 Edward St. N., Prescott

What’s new in Pressure Treated?
A safer choice in
pressure treated
wood products.

C

LET US QUOTE YOUR
NEW HOME OR
RENOVATION PROJECT!

Now Available

All Lumber Stored Inside

Check out
our growing
Rental
Equipment
selection

We sell a complete line of Building Materials - We deliver daily!
• Windows
• Doors - ext. & int.
• Kitchens/Baths
• Paint

• Mouldings

• Plumbing

• Siding/Brick

• and much more!

• Insulation
Electrical
109 Churchill
Rd.,Material
Prescott•• Flooring
613-925-1734
• Roofing

South Grenville’s local, virtual bookstore.
Browse our large selection of used, rare and
out of print books.

Free drop-off delivery in the South Grenville area.

www.riverwashbooks.com

HomeMinding Plus provides security, compliance with
insurance requirements and peace of mind to home owners,
boat
Vinylowners,
Flooring and pet owners. Our flexible, multi-level service
“Great
Interiors
start
protects
valuable
possessions and companions for those who
from the ground up”
Paint
Sale also available
at Morrisburg
need
to
be
away
from
home. We believe in a stress-free return
100’s
of colours
Building Centre
543-2009
& styles
from
from
vacation
or
work
activities. The pets and plants are
$7.99/sq. yard
well cared for and thriving. The home and boat are safe and
Carpet
Hardw
secure. A
stress-free
solution is provided every time. When
ood
Viny
Ceramic l
Tile to travel, HM+ will be there for you.
you are ready

Gifts Cards PartytimeContact
• Toys
karen@homemindingplus.ca
Gifts
Crafts • Scrapbooking Supplies
By Garage & Shed
availableDollar
Y“Tour
amilY
Carol Murray
hris Fpackages
Used” Books
he Dollar STore WiTh a Difference
RECE

*O.A.C. on purchases over $250.00

We Sell

Looking for those hard to find,
rare or out-of-print books?

Prescott, Brockville,
Cardinal, Kemptville,
Augusta, and Maitland.

We have Your Flooring
Needs Covered!

s r

r

TM

Laminate Flooring
In Store Special
LOC FLOOR
3 colours available
15 yr. warranty

19
1
per sq.ft.
Owner - Chris Kollar
Open Wed-Sat 10-1
$

STORE HOURS: MON - FRI 7:30 - 5:30, SAT 8:00-4:00, CLOSED SUNDAY

613-340-8200
ccm kids@bell.net

Your FamilY Dollar
3 StEp pRogRaM to

Or curbside pickup. Also offering delivery.
• Gifts • Cards • Partytime • Toys Crafts
• Scrapbooking Supplies • Used Books

“The Dollar STore WiTh a DEnhanCE
ifferenceFaMily
”
haRMony
Owner - Chris Kollar

open 7 days A
Contact via Facebook
109or
ChurChill
rd., PresCott
cell 343-264-2246

Week

Parent
613-925-1734

Coach
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Show Your Support for our local businesses
as they continue to support our community
during this challenging time
“Due to a changing environment, the face of small
business in our community has transformed as they
leard to reinvent themselves and survive during this
difficult time. I encourage residents to buy local as
small businesses continue to serve their customers
the best they can”
- Augusta Township Mayor Doug Malanka

Office Hours:
Augusta
Township
Monday - Friday 8:30am-4:30pm

3560 County Road
26, Prescott, ON
www.augusta.ca

(613) 925-4231

Although our doos are currently closed to help reduce
the spread of COVID -19, we are still here to serve you!

Phone or email us to have your questions
or concerns addressed

Please take advantage of the free space on this page. This opportunity is available
to all businesses in Augusta Township.
Submit ads/content by 9am Monday to Joe@evansprinting.ca
Available on a 1st come 1st serve basis

During these extenuating times,
we are here for you.
Taking extra precaution to
protect clients as well as employees
613-925-0000
Emerg: 613-802-5308 (24x7)
3526 County Rd. 26 Prescott
service@steveandsons.ca

Creekside
diner
currently serving customers
with emergency services

Telephone
(613) 926-1623

sdrelectric@bellnet.ca

ESA/ECRA #7001169

TSSA #000261696

www.sdrelectric.ca

Brockville Tractor Trailer
Maintenance (2001) Ltd.
3524 County Rd 26,
R.R. 2 Prescott, Ontario

Essential
repair only
Call for service
2620 County Road 15, Maitland, ON
Phone: 613-348-3008| Fax: 613-348-3919

Keeping the trucKs rolling.
call in for service.
social distancing and safe
operating procedures in effect
www.bttm.com

Phone: 613-925-2889 Fax: 613-925-4933

Homestyle Cooking
& Bake Goods

Wednesday-sunday
7:30am-2:00pm

daily special Posted on our Facebook page
613-926-2600
County Rd 15 North Augusta

Ron’s Classic
Cycle Repair
Reasonable rates - Guaranteed results

We fix all kinds of bicycles
Call first for curb side
delivery and pick-up.

Safe social distancing practices
3756 Maple Ave, Prescott
Phone: (613) 925-0477

ElmEr’S
ConStruCtion

Operations normal
with safe social distancing
options and payment
P: 613-925-2122
F: 613-925- 5824
McCully Rd, Prescott, ON

Septic Tank Cleaning, Repair & Installation

Still open for
essential service
and repair
(613) 926-2541
8269 Cty Rd 21 North Augusta

Operating by online,
email or telephone orders
and curbside pickup or delivery
613-340-5165

2486 Second Concession Prescott

covillesgreenhouses@gmail.com
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George Jin reopened the Wok House last week and has been running to catch up since. These six take-out orders went out the door in under three minutes and folks were lined up
outside for more.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

Wok House re-opening eaten up by waiting local residents
By Veronica Burchell
PRESCOTT - A familiar business has been
missing for the last
five weeks, as Prescott
weathers the COVID
storm of closures. But
they are back, and
busier than ever.
George Jin of the Wok
House put his apron

back on and returned
to work last week. Like
other restaurants in
Ontario, they are only
open for takeout and
pickup orders until
things change.
But those takeouts
bags are flying out the
door.
“Very, very busy –
people missed us,”

said Jin briskly Sunday
afternoon, as he ran
from the stove to the
foyer, where the tables
have been set up endto-end to make a bagdrop, holding area. But
they don’t wait there
long; as soon as George
flies back to the kitchen
door to start another
batch of orders, bags

start going out the
door. Waiting staff let
only one person in at a
time, then scoop up the
order to ring it in. They
are doing a phenomenal job of remembering
who is picking up what.
As for delivery, that
familiar little car is
travelling to all neighbourhoods in town,

sometimes the same
area five or six times a
day.
“Gonna set a record,” George said while
on the run back to the
kitchen.
He probably will. For
over 25 years he has
served both U.S. and
Canadian
residents
from this low-key spot

in the middle of King
Street. Well known to
the community, the
Wok House has always
been busy, but things
appear to be at a fever
pitch right now.
If you are going to
call with an order, don’t
be surprised to go on a
waiting list, especially
on the weekend.

Hammers and hardware still essential for spring DIY projects
By Veronica Burchell
PRESCOTT - Two
local
hardware
and
building-supply stores
are setting a fast pace
at work right now – the
owners are both saying
it’s due to more people
being at home to finally
tackle their ‘honey-do’
lists.
Beach Home Hardware
and
Prescott
Building Centre, both
in Prescott’s north end,
currently have employees taking on a more
physical role in sales.
With no customers allowed into the actual

store, staff members are
physically busier than
ever before.
“We are taking orders
over the phone, by email
and by text,” says Lynn
Beach, of the Home
Hardware store. We are
asking people to give us
some time to round up
the items on their lists
and we deliver them to
the front door, one person at a time.”
Signs with instructions for curbside ordering are popping up
at all local stores which
are still open. With the
exception of Giant Tiger
and O’Reilly’s Independ-

ent Grocer, wandering
the aisles and browsing
is a thing of the past.
Even at these two, there
are directional arrows to
follow and lingering is
discouraged.
“Paint is a hot item
right now,” says Beach.
They call in and tell us
what colors and textures
they’re thinking,” she
says. “Then I meet them
at the door with a good
selection (of paint-chip
color cards) and they
sit in their vehicle or go
home and make a decision.”
“Then they come
back with their choices

marked, hand them
off at the door, and I
go back in and mix the
paint. Then it’s back to
the door again with the
finished product.”
The morning of April
27 found her juggling
four separate paint orders this way during
only a 90-minute window.
She admits she and
the rest of the staff are
“getting a great workout
this way”, and credits
them with saving her a
lot of time - because they
have memorized where
stock is kept. When
handling the same items

day after day for several
years, Beach says it gets
easy to remember the
price, the item number,
and what shelf or display it’s on.
Shannon Jansen of
Prescott Building Centre
agrees.
“We have some great
people working here
with us, and I am thankful they’re so good at
their jobs,” she says.
Customers here can
also phone, e-mail or
text in an order or ask for
help. She is seeing a lot
of renovation items going out the door, and the
tools for a lot of smaller

home projects, including paint and pressuretreated lumber. Jansen
says this is typical of
spring sales, but they are
seeing more of it, adding
she thinks there will be
“some pretty nice, new
fences around when
summer comes”.
No staff have been
laid off and the only
other change is a slight
reduction in hours of
operation. They are now
open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. through the week
and 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. on Saturday. They
have always been closed
Sundays.
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Fort Town updates at council
At a meeting of council
Monday night, Prescott’s
chief administrative officer
offered an update on how
matters stand in town.
The meeting took place
by teleconference, and Matthew Armstrong began by
outlining some of the things
going on around town and
at town hall.
A plan to waive late fees
on water and wastewater
billing looks like it will go
ahead. Billing is managed
for Prescott residents by Rideau St. Lawrence Utilities,
and some technical challenges would have made it
difficult to adjust the billing
policy for just one municipality, which made the plan
contingent on all involved
municipalities agreeing to
the proposal. Armstrong
said neighbouring councils
are agreeable to the idea
and are likely to approve the
plan.
“Rideau St. Lawrence
Utilities stands at the ready
to implement it and move
forward,” said the CAO.
There was also a discussion about new fees
for commercial users of
the town’s compost facil-

I stood there, cold and
tired, along with the other
sheeple. We were waiting to
get into Costco.
As polite and submissive
as we are as Canadian consumers, we are not used
to the new conditions of
what’s involved with going
to the store to get the things
we need. We aren’t used to
standing in line for essential goods like toilet paper.
That was something the
Soviets used to have to do.
Last week, I was in line,
waiting patiently for my
turn to go into Costco. The
woman who was in charge
of letting people in as shoppers came out, was letting
about 20 or 30 people in the
store at a time. There were
two lines, so she let shoppers from one line go in,
and then let shoppers from
the other line go in.
This was not good
enough for the loud mouth
shnook with the slick hair,
porn star moustache and
the leather jacket.

ity. A small commercial
pass would permit a user to
dump five loads of compost
for $75, for an average of $15
per load. An unlimited commercial pass would cost
$250 and permit unlimited
dumping. Armstrong pointed out that these fees are
in line with, and in fact less
than, those in other municipalities, some of which
don’t even accept commercial compost.
There was some disagreement on instituting
these fees. Councillor Lee
McConnell suggested the
fees would end up borne
by the consumer and did
not support the proposal.
Councillor Teresa Jansman
took the opposite position.
“If this is one way we can
institute some revenue this
year, I think it’s a great option to exercise,” she said.
The motion passed by a
count of 6-1, with only McConnell voting against it.
There was also talk of
the work being done by
Bell Canada throughout the
town. Crews are working to
install the infrastructure necessary to provide Bell Fibe
high speed internet. Work

is currently being done on
Water Street, and the work
necessitates the relocation
of some light standards.
Since the town is in the middle of a project to upgrade
its street lights to LEDs, it
was thought this might be
a good time to perform the
upgrade on the 12 lights
on Water Street at a cost of
$39,000.
This idea was met with
approval from council, but
there are actually 36 lights
around town that remain in
need of upgrading to LEDs,
including the ones on Water
Street, and Councillor Ray
Young wondered if they
couldn’t all be done and the
project finally completed.
He also emphasized that
once completed the project
will be of financial benefit to
the town.
“Don’t forget this is a
cost-saving option as well.
We’ll save some money on
hydro,” he said.
Mayor Brett Todd emphasized that the work being done by Bell Canada has
nothing to do with 5G service and that there are no
5G towers going up in town
at present.

Another topic that came
up for discussion was the
reopening of the town’s boat
ramp. With the province beginning to relax some of the
restrictions put in place due
to the global coronavirus
pandemic, and neighbouring municipalities opening
their boat ramps, council
thought it wise to do the
same.
There was some concern that people might not
abide by social distancing
guidelines if the ramp were
opened, though, and there
was also a worry that the
ramp might draw traffic
from outside of town, perhaps from areas harder hit
by the virus.
“We’ll have to have bylaw look at it,” said the
mayor, suggesting that the
town’s by-law officers will
have to patrol the area. “I
don’t think there’s any way
around it.”
Council was in favour of
the idea, though. Councillor Leanne Burton was confident that people would
act responsibly and felt it
important to give residents
a chance to get out and engage in at least some recrea-

tional activity. Councillor
Gauri Shankar agreed.
“I think the public and
residents of Prescott have
been very good at following all the rules and doing
what we’ve asked of them,”
he said.
Councillor Ray Young
concurred.
“I’m in full agreement
with opening it,” he said.
“Pickerel season is about
to open, and I know a lot of
fishermen are very eager to
get out there.”
It was decided that the
boat ramp would open to
the public on Friday.
The CAO made a point of
emphasizing, though, that
while the boat ramp may be
open, the Sandra S. Lawn
Marina remains closed to
the public. He did mention,
however, that with the province recently permitting
both golf courses and marinas to prepare to open, it is
likely Prescott’s harbour will
be open this summer.
Armstrong also provided
a brief update on the conditions at both Wellington
House and Mayfield Retirement Residence, where he
said there are no cases of

coronavirus. The CAO commended both institutions
for the measures they have
taken to keep their residents
safe and healthy.
The CAO’s report also
made mention of a problem observed around town
of residents walking their
dogs off leash. He pointed
out that the current by-law
requires that owners must
have control of their animal
at all times, and that this bylaw is enforceable. He also
pointed out, though, that
the by-law does not stipulate that dogs be on a leash,
and suggested the by-law
may need to be updated.
Another
important
topic, which would be revisited later in the meeting
as well, was the state of the
local business community
as it deals with the global
pandemic and the resultant
economic shutdown. Prescott’s economic development coordinator, Dana
Valentyne, talked about
how businesses were managing.

the other line got to go in.
He was included. Yet, he
would not let go of the fact
that someone who had
been behind him in the line
at one point got into the
store 30 seconds ahead of
him, and he continued to
berate the Costco woman
as he entered the store.
The Jamaican woman
could do nothing but stand
there and politely take his
abusive barrage of anger
and insults.
Was that at all necessary?
Was that guy that much of a
jackass that he had to make
a scene like that and insult
that poor woman who was
doing her best?
We are seeing scenes
like this pop up all over
the place. People have the
same demands they did
before the virus hit, but
they have to get used to
the new parameters we
now have. They are lashing
out at people who are out
there working on the front
lines of retail. And yes, with

COVID-19, it is the front
lines now.
Because only the people
in the line could see and
hear the jackass and he
was walking away from
the lines into the store, nobody said or did anything.
I was still in line and I told
the woman, who was visibly shaken from the verbal
assault she had just absorbed, not to worry about
it and that she was doing a
great job and we all appreciated it. Nobody else said
anything. And I doubt that
anyone said anything to
the idiot that was already in
the store.
Once inside Costco, it
was kind of weird. Most
people were respecting the
social distancing guidelines. Some didn’t care. And
some people still just leave
their carts in the middle of
an aisle while they go look
at something, while no one
can get by in either direction. I hate when people
do that. Pull over and let

people pass you selfish gits.
Maybe you noticed this
when shopping at Costco
or at Your Independent
Grocer as well, but do you
now feel really weird when
you see people buying
produce and they pick up
every apple or pear or head
of lettuce, and handle it,
examine it, and then put it
back? Like, can you believe
people are doing that right
now?
Clearly, we need to flatten the curve of the arsehole virus.
If you are wondering
who patient zero for this
virus, we may have found
him in Markham.
CTV reported that a customer at JTM Value Plus
and Markham Pet Foods
displayed all the symptoms
of the arsehole virus when
he was asked by 17-yearold store employee Matthew Vega to stand back
and keep his distance.
“He said, ‘Why, are you
the police? Who said that

you have the authority to
control me … I hope that
me standing so close to you
gave you COVID-19,’” Vega
told CTV News Toronto last
Thursday.
“Eventually, when he
pulled out his coins to pay,
he coughed on top of the
coins, threw them at me on
the table and said ‘I hope
you get coronavirus.’”
Vega, a Grade 12 student, is working to save
money for university in the
fall. His sister has a compromised immune system.
It’s important for him to
stay safe so that he does not
put her at risk.
When we come out of
this, one of the changes we
might see is that intentionally coughing on someone
may be seen as assault.
In the meantime, let’s
all show some respect for
each other, especially for
the cashiers and retail store
employees that have to
put up with impatient and
prickly crowds.

We’re all in this together

FROM THE OTHER

SIDE

Jeffrey Morris

He clearly was infected
by the quickly-spreading
arsehole virus.
Everyone in the line
up was stressed out, and
everyone COUNCIL
was cold. The
CORNER
poor woman
working the
Suzanne Dodge clearly
line wasMayorJamaican,
not comfortable in the unseasonably cold weather,
and there was no warehouse of warmth at the
end of herTHEline.
She was
NOT SO
out thereNEW
to freeze
GUYfor her
shift in the cold
and biting
Tim Ruhnke
wind, or at least for her turn
working the lines outside.
As the line on the left
went into the store, the
idiot in the other line
sounded off.
WALKER HOUSE
“Hey, I was
in line ahead
NEWS
of them,” heSusan
barked.
Vallom “Why
the Hell do they get to go in
and not me?!?”
About 15 seconds later,

council

continues on page 15

Employment and Education Centre aiming to help local families
BLAKE’S

By Conan de Vries
Households in Leeds
and Grenville that are
struggling with the effects
of the economic shutdown
may have another option
for financial assistance.
The Social Services Relief Fund (SSRF) is provided
through the Employment
and Education Centre in
Brockville and is intended
to provide financial support to residents of Leeds
and Grenville who are at
risk of homelessness, are
unemployed or whose
income is low due to the
global coronavirus pandemic and its effect on the
local economy.
The program is not
geared specifically to other-

TAKES
wise low-income
Blake McKimfamilies
or individuals, says Martin
Carette, financial coach
with the Employment and
Education Centre (EEC),
but is rather directed towards anybody who is
struggling to deal with the
financial ramifications of
the pandemic. Those who
are on ODSP or Ontario
Works will receive pandemic support through those
programs.
Funding for the Social
Services Relief Fund comes
through the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville,
and only residents of Leeds
and Grenville are eligible.
The support is intended to
help those who have lost
their jobs, including those
receiving employment in-

surance, as well as those
still working who need help
with some daily expenses.
Carette suggests health care
and other frontline workers, who may incur greater expense just from the
amount of laundry they are
forced to do to decontaminate their clothing, could
benefit from the program.
The SSRF can also assist in covering the cost
of residential rent, utility
expenses, personal protective equipment, cleaning supplies, delivery and
travel costs and groceries
for those who are self-isolating.
The Employment and
Education Center also provides assistance to lowincome households having

trouble paying their utility
bills. Through its LEAP program, which is also funded
by the United Counties of
Leeds and Grenville, clients
of Hydro One, Enbridge, Rideau St. Lawrence Utilities,
Union Gas and Eastern
Ontario Power can get help
with overdue bills. Help is
also available to those who
have received a disconnection notice.
There are limits to how
often this program can be
accessed and there are particular eligibility requirements.
Those having difficulty
paying their electricity bills
can also take advantage of
the Ontario Electricity Support Program. The staff at
the EEC can help determine

if a client is eligible for the
provincial support, which
can provide between $40$75 off the monthly bill.
Carette notes that while the
program has been around a
while, not many people are
aware of it and few are taking advantage of the provincial funding available.
While the advisors and
coaches at the EEC are
working from home, the
Centre remains ready to
help area residents with
any financial or employment challenges they may
be facing whether due to
the pandemic or not. The
Centre’s employment programs and financial counseling services all remain
available.
“We’re still offering all of

our services,” says Carette.
“Everything is fully operational; we’re just not meeting people face-to-face.”
There are specific eligibility requirements for
many of the Centre’s programs, so anyone unsure
of the criteria is welcome
to reach out to staff at the
Centre.
“It’s always best for
people to give me a call and
we’ll see if we can qualify
them or not,” says Carette.
More information about
all the EEC’s services and
the various programs available to those struggling
financially can be found
online at eecentre.com,
and Barette can be reached
at 613-498-2111 extension
234.
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council continues from page 14
“Impacts have definitely been significant, as
expected,” she said.
While all businesses in
town have been affected,
she drew particular attention to the needs of smalland medium-sized businesses, particularly in the

downtown, and suggested
that retail outlets, service
providers and restaurants
will need a great deal of
support to emerge intact
from the shutdown.
“That sector is really
Rideau
going to be,Auctions
I would recommend, our main focus
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coming out of this.”
That said, Valentyne
stressed that the larger
businesses and franchises
in the north end of town
can’t be overlooked, as
they are having difficulOC
ties 31
with18
the downturn
in business and supply

chain disruptions.
“They’re definitely experiencing some impact
as well,” she said.
Valentyne also noted
that while there are provincial and federal programs intended to help
businesses of all sizes,

many of these programs
have limitations, and
there are gaps in the relief
they provide. One possible option that would
permit the town to provide direct financial support to local businesses
involves redirecting funds
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allotted to the Community Improvement Program
(CIP). However, that’s
easier said than done and
would require provincial
approval.
“It’s not something you
can change on the fly,”
said Valentyne.
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DEATH NOTICE

Francis (Frank) Edwin MOTT U.E. CD

Peacefully at Brockville General Hospital, on Tuesday, February 4, 2020, in his
85th year, Frank Mott, beloved husband of Helen (née Broxham), loving father of
Christine Turnbull (Tony) and Michael (Tammy); proud Grandpa Grouch to Josh,
Andrea and William (Alissa) Turnbull. Dear brother to Bob (Joan), Ken Graham
(Marion), Helen Fournier (Danny) and Ron Graham (Sandra). Predeceased by two
sisters and their spouses; Ivy (Roy Lafleur) and Iyla (Ken Biron), by three stepbrothers and their spouses, Art Graham (Dorothy), Keith Graham (Peg), and Glen Graham and one stepsister, Greta (late Weldy Kerrigan), and by dear brothers-in-law,
Michael Broxham (Madeleine) and Malcolm Broxham (Alix). Frank was the very
dear son of the late Caroline Randall and the late Francis James (Frank) Mott and
dear stepson of the late Herbert Graham. Funeral arrangements are in the care of
Beechwood Cemetery, Ottawa, Ontario with interment to take place in the National
Military Cemetery at Beechwood once this pandemic has subsided. For those so
wishing, In Memoriam donations may be made to Brockville General Hospital.
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2250 County Road 31, Winchester, ON • 613-774-7000

If you can imagine it,
2250 County Road WANTED
31, Winchester, ON • 613-774-7000
we can print it!
Contractor Pays Cash for Property in Need of Repair or renovation. Free evaluation on request.
Call Gerry Hudson, 613-4491668, Sales Representative; Remax Rise Executives Brokerage.

Buyer waiting for multi-unit
business income property, or
multi-unit residential (apartment
house) – for Cash. Call Gerry
Hudson, 613-449-1668, Sales
Representative; Remax Rise
Executives Brokerage.

Premium price – for waterfront
property, cottage or home. Call
Gerry Hudson, 613-449-1668,
Sales Representative; Remax
Rise Executives Brokerage.
May 6

Production Manager:
David Flinn
Fax: 613-925-3472
Email:
dave@evansprinting.ca

SOLUTION

EmploymEnt opportunity

interim Director of operations (non-union)
We invite you to become a part of our vibrant
municipal team in Prescott, the historic Fort Town on the
St. Lawrence River with convenient access to Ottawa,
Montreal, and Toronto.
Reporting to the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO),
the Interim Director of Operations is responsible for the
management of the Town’s infrastructure, developing
long-term policies and procedures, implementing
capital projects approved by Council, providing advice
and technical guidance to Council and the CAO.
The ideal candidate will possess the following education
and qualifications:
• A professional Civil Engineer licenced by the
Professional Engineers of Ontario (preferred) or
minimum Certified Engineering Technologist in Civil
Engineering;
• Minimum of five (5) years’ experience in a related
field, at least 3 of which are in the municipal sector;
• Knowledge of sewer, water, road design and
construction techniques;
• In depth knowledge of legislation, regulations,
policies and guidelines relating to municipal operations
and infrastructure
• Prepare and present reports to Council, Committee
of the Whole, and other committees, as required;
• Experience with team work planning, performance
development and departmental budgeting processes;
• Excellent interpersonal, communication, and public
relation skills, with a focus on customer service;
• Advanced computer application experience and
knowledge
The Town of Prescott offers an attractive benefit package
and a salary commensurate with your qualifications.
A job description for this position
can be accessed at www.prescott.ca
please email your detailed resume and covering
letter, in confidence, by the closing date to: hr@
prescott.ca. please indicate competition number
04-2020 in the subject heading.
Closing date: thursday, may 28th, 2020 at 4:30 p.m.
We thank all applicants for their interest, but only those selected for
an interview will be contacted. In accordance with the Municipal
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act and will
be used only for candidate selection. Accommodations are available, upon request, to support applicants with disabilities throughout
the recruitment process.
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Along for the ride
I was out last Saturday, taking pictures of
people enjoying the first
really nice day – no wind,
temperature
hovering
around 17, and me with
the windows down and
the radio turned up. I
had an experience which
showed me just how
much our COVID-related
actions are a part of our
lives now. At least mine.
While touring down
County Road 21 just east
of Throoptown, I saw
a painted turtle crossing the road. A car in
the other lane breezed
right over top of him
and the turtle flipped
over. I pulled over and
ran across the road to
put him back on his
feet, then I got a brainwave: this might make a
great picture – you know,
spring, turtles coming
out, yada yada.

the

Passenger seat

Veronica Burchell

I ran back, got my
camera, and threw my
four-way flashers on (if
anybody plows into the
back of Big Red, she’s so
old she will immediately
turn to dust). I picked
up my floundering reptile and set him down
gently on the grass near
the edge of the road. As I
stretched out on my belly
in the ditch to get eye-toeye with him, my very
first thought was this: I
wonder if I should have
my mask on?
Geez, I really hope I
didn’t infect him with
anything. Or vice-versa.
Driving on, it occurred

to me that we are living
in history right now. I
missed out on the Beatles, was on the cusp of
Tupperware, and was too
old for hip-hop. This is
my chance to be a part of
something that will live
on in books, like the Ice
Storm of 1998 and yoyos.
Perhaps I should write
down my impressions.
So I pulled over in Spencerville and got out my
notebook (stop groaning
or else get in the back of
the truck - I promise to
keep it short).
C: Care and concern
– how nice that we have
gone back to caring
about our neighbours.
I have seen more compassion in three months
than in my entire lifetime.
O: Order – my life got

completely out of order
this week. My laptop
crashed, I dropped my
camera and my phone
died. All on the same day.
Then I saw the turtle and
knew that order is still
here – spring will come,
followed by summer, and
eventually my hair stylist
will go back to work. If
we are patient, order will
be restored.
V: Victory
always
comes at a price. We have
lost many soldiers in this
war. Whether you believe
the numbers or think
it was overblown, good
people died from this.
And that’s worth your
attention.
I: Idiots come in all
ages, shapes and sizes.
From the teen-aged girl
who sneezed on me at
Shopper’s and didn’t

This painted turtle needed a helping hand to get back on
its feet.
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apologize, to the people
who are licking subway
posts, to the folks still
coming up and talking in
my face at the carwash..
D: Don’t flick your
Bic with rubber gloves
on. They melt. TO YOUR
THUMB.
19: I wish I could go
back to being 19 and
know what I know now.

I would have invested
every spare cent in Lysol
and Charmin stocks.
So I guess the moral
is: even if you subscribe
to all the conspiracy
theories, and even if your
hair is past your collar,
and even if you are sick
of COVID news, always
stop and turn the turtle
over. It will make you
think about things.

Prescott plans for eventually reopening
By Conan de Vriesl
PRESCOTT - With
plans now being unveiled
by senior levels of government to reopen the
economy, Prescott is getting ready to do the same.
At a council meeting
held Monday night by
teleconference, one of
the items on the agenda
was the creation of the
Mayor’s Economic Recovery Task Force, a working
group to be made up of
members of council, local
residents and representatives from the local business and cultural communities.
It will be the job of the
task force to help guide
the town back to life as
safely and responsibly as
possible.
“We see this as a way of
reaching out to our business community, where

there are a lot of questions about how to reopen and how this is going to work,” said Mayor
Brett Todd.
In addition to the
mayor, the three council
representatives will also
include Dr. Gauri Shankar and Teresa Jansman.
Later in the meeting it
was also mentioned that
Richard Sheridan-Willis,
the artistic director of the
St. Lawrence Shakespeare
Festival, has agreed to sit
on the committee to represent the town’s tourist and cultural interests. Though the entire
membership has not yet
been selected, the mayor
noted that some representatives have been
confirmed, including one
from the local industrial
sector, one from a commercial enterprise in the
north end and three from

downtown.
“We’re trying to spread
it out so there’s a good
representation from all
business sectors,” said
Todd.
While the working
group will work largely
in an advisory role, there
may also be times when it
can coordinate some direct aid through town hall.
Any requests for financial
aid or any proposal to
provide any kind of financial support, however,
will be brought before
council and such decisions will be made by the
full council and not by
the working group alone.
Councillor Lee McConnell thought it was
important for the working group to consider
ways in which money
could be delivered directly to those businesses
in particular need, and

suggested that many of
the provincial and federal programs intended
to help local businesses
provide only loans, which
aren’t of much use to
many smaller businesses
that wouldn’t be in a position to pay them back.
“For a lot of small businesses, a loan is not an
option,” he said.
The mayor agreed with
McConnell and said that
such options would be
top of the agenda when
the working group gets
together – by teleconference – for its first meeting.
Councillor
Leanne
Burton
wondered
if
the name of the working group ought to be
changed, from the Mayor’s Economic Recovery
Task Force to the Prescott Economic Recovery
Task Force. She empha-

sized that the suggestion
was not intended as a
slight against the mayor
but rather as a way to
underscore that the effort
would involve the entire
council.
“I don’t care what the
name is,” said the mayor. “I just want to get out
there and support our
businesses.”
Todd also noted that
as mayor, he is the town’s
representative on the
St. Lawrence Corridor
Economic
Development Commission and
its liaison with Counties
Council.
“The mayor has to take
a strong role in this,” he
said.
The working group will
also involve the offices of
the MP and MPP as well
as representatives from
CSE Consulting and from
the Grenville Commun-

ity Futures Development
Corporation.
Councillor Teresa Jansman pointed out that
a great deal of groundwork has already been
laid down for the working group by Prescott’s
economic
development coordinator, Dana
Valentyne,
and
she
thanked her for her work
on the portfolio. The
mayor and the rest of
council agreed with Jansman.
“She has paved the way
in a lot of ways for what
this committee will end
up doing,” said Jansman,
adding that Valentyne
has also made a point of
keeping the BIA involved
in the town’s efforts.
The motion to establish the Mayor’s Economic Recovery Task Force
passed with no dissenting votes.

Floodwater protection and COVID emergency plans in place for Augusta
By Veronica Burchell
MAYNARD – Sand
bags and pumps are
ready and available
through the Augusta
township office for
anyone experiencing
rising waters on their
property.
An
action-plan
meeting was held in
mid-April, where approval was given to
continue the practice
of the last two years
with regard to providing aid to residents at
risk of flooding. The assistance is intended for
landowners and homeowners who are unable
to carry out prevention
and mitigation measures themselves.
Aid may include the
provision and set up of

pumping equipment,
both portable and electric, said Mayor Doug
Malanka.
Residents
will monitor the actual
pumping themselves.
As well, two large piles
of sand are on site at
Fire Station #1 in Maitland.
Fire Chief Rob Bowman said that anyone
needing sandbags can
call the township office to request the bags
and an invoice will be
mailed to them. Residents are responsible
for filling the bags
themselves or for making arrangements to
have them filled. Information on the proper
finished weight and
placement of bags can
be found on the township’s website.

Also during recent
weeks, the council has
set up a COVID Emergency Response Line.
Bowman says they
haven’t had many calls
yet, averaging one a
day, but inquiries are
welcome. The telephone line is set up for
people without access
to the internet so they
can still make contact.
It is answered by a machine which records
your question or message and sends it in
email form to township
staff, who then find the
right resource person
to answer your request.
“It’s there for all Augusta residents to use,
no matter what area of
the pandemic the question refers to. The line
is available 24-7, and

there are no ‘wrong’
questions.”
One
interesting
question they did field
was about the proper
way to deal with someone coming to your

home to make repairs
during the pandemic. The township answered almost immediately, making sure the
resident was aware of
proper personal-safety

protocols to keep yourself and family members safe.
The COVID Emergency Response Line
for Augusta Township
is 613-348-3455 x222.

We are open for you!

Tax deadline is June 1st.

We’ll make it simple and safe for you.
Gather your papers and information, put them in an envelope
and drop them off in our safe drop box.
For an online appointment call:
Prescott: 613-925-5984, Brockville: 613-342-1591.
durandconsulting.com

Serving our community for over 25 years.
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3506 Coons Road, Brockville
613-345-6977 1-855-MYTILES
www.tiletechflooring.com

SALES & SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8:00-5:30 • SAT 9:00-3:00

Self launched
This couple was seen putting their canoe in the water in Spencerville on Saturday, behind
the Mill Museum. For now, that’s the only way to get your boat on the water in Edwardsburgh Cardinal Township.
JOURNAL PHOTO /BURCHELL

Municipal boat launch stays
closed a little longer in EC
By Veronica Burchell
SPENCERVILLE - Boaters here who are impatient
to get out on the water will
have to keep their crafts in
dry dock for an undetermined amount of time.
At their meeting of April
27, Edwardsburgh Cardinal Township council discussed the issue of keeping their municipal boat
launch closed until such a
time as either the provincial emergency is lifted or
emergency orders are less
restrictive.
The township-owned
boat launch is located on
the St. Lawrence River beside the Royal Canadian
Legion Cardinal Branch
105 on Legion Way in the
village of Cardinal.
Mayor Pat Sayeau said
he came into the meeting
hoping to find some way
to open this facility, adding the ultimate decision
rests with council and “I
don’t want to close this
door for two or three more
months.” He stated he is
prepared to hold a special
meeting to revisit the date
of opening.
“Fishing is considered a
safe exercise, and was any

thought given to residents
who have their own docks?
Can we find a way to help
them get their boats on the
water and to their docks?”
the mayor asked.
He and council members went on to muse that
perhaps the launch could
be opened temporarily to
get boats to owner’s docks,
just not yet for those wanting to get in and out of
the water in the same day.
That and other possible
ideas were discussed by
not voted on.
At an April 22 meeting
of the Parks, Recreation
and Facilities Committee, it was thought that a
smaller group made up of
two staff and two councillors should meet in an
attempt to formulate an
adequate plan for opening the boat launch on
May 2. This would have
coincided with the opening of pickerel season, but
the committee failed to
establish a subcommittee
at that meeting, realizing
that from a procedural
angle only council has the
authority to form a subcommittee.
The group was unable
to construct a functional

plan that would meet with
all the current provincial
emergency orders in place.
They decided to maintain
the consistent message of
staying safely at home and
only going out to access
the approved essentials
and activities and brought
their decision to council’s
meeting.
When asked by the
mayor if he would consider an amendment,
Deputy-Mayor Tory Deschamps said he “would be
happy to move the boat
launch to remain closed
until such a time as council would deem it to be safe
to open”.
Councillor John Hunter
who had seconded the original motion agreed to the
friendly amendment.
With the information
from Parks and Recreation
meeting in hand, council’s
consensus was to keep
the boat launch closed
for now, as the Provincial Emergency Declaration was extended to May
12 and perhaps beyond.
They meet again May 11
and may revisit the boatlaunch issue at that time
or at a special meeting
called at a later date.

Sunny spring Saturday
Hendricks McCallion, 5, is spending a lot of time catching tadpoles lately. The small waterfront area beside the Spencerville Mill and Museum Park is his and Mom’s favourite spot
now that spring is here.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL
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ENTERTAINMENT
The Interview

A memory resurfaced
recently. We are all reliving memories in this pandemic… memories of days
gone by.
I had an audition in
New York.
I recall this in my mind’s
eye:
I am asked to pick two
scenes from Twelfth Night.
I should have been alerted
that no character was requested, but somehow the
weekend has dulled my
concentration. I let it slide
and pick two characters
and work on the scenes

Behind

The CurTain
Richard
Willis

on the long train journey
from Toronto back to NYC.
When I walk into the audition, I discover that I am
supposed to have worked
on one particular character - Malvolio.
Unfortunately, Malvolio isn’t who I’ve chosen.

The man taking the
audition grimaces in annoyance and his mouth
tightens with impatience.
I have been introduced to
him. He isn’t the director. I
have no idea who he is.
“I’m sorry. I know you
have my resume, but I
don’t have yours. So I’m
not in a position to know
whether your total lack of
grace, bad manners and
empathy for an actor doing his job is worth me
paying you any attention
at all.” I say coolly.
In my head.

In reality, I apologize
for a mistake that isn’t
mine.
“Oh well, you might
as well do what you’ve
prepared.” He yawns and
looks down at my resume.
“I don’t think I will because you’re obviously an
(expletive deleted) whose
having a bad day and
is bored with the whole
business,” I reply, turning
on my heel and leaving
with a wink to the shocked
casting director at his side.
In my head.
In reality, I struggle to

act out one of the scenes
while the bored (expletive
deleted) barely looks up
from his desk.
Going up for jobs will
be a regular occurrence
soon.
Job interviews are the
normal state of affairs for
actors.
Right now, we wonder
when auditions will happen again.
Richard
Sheridan-Willis
Artistic Director
St. Lawrence
Shakespeare Festival

Vinyl: the experience - part one

By Brett Todd
Special to The Journal

“The two things that
really drew me to vinyl
were the expense and the
inconvenience.”
Ugh. Everyone has
seen this line and the accompanying New Yorker
comic by now, right?
The one with the hipster
dudes standing in front
of what looks to be about
20 grand worth of turntables and tube amps?
This overexposed excuse for a joke has been
beamed around the net
over the past couple of
years almost as much as
the “Woman Yells at Cat”

meme, and it’s just
about as funny at this
late date.
Sadly enough, this
phrase is also very, very
true. As a vinyl guy of
long standing, who got
back into analog audio
around 2010 before it
was cool again (man,
I’m almost as bad as the
hipster dudes), playing
records is absolutely
inconvenient and expensive. You listen to records as a hobby today,
you need to open up
the wallet and deal with
headaches that seem ridiculous in the streaming era where every
song ever recorded is
available at the touch of
a button.
Gear is pricey. You
need an amplifier of
some sort, and possibly
even a pre-amp, because today’s A/V amps
often do not include the
phono stage required so
you can hear the lower
output of a turntable.
LPs are pricey, even if
you go the used route.
New records generally
start at $30, about three
times the cost of the
same thing on CD or as
a digital download.
Simply put, there
is no way to be a cutpriced person in a low
budget land if you want
to spin the black circle.
The medium is also
fragile. Records are

prone to gathering dust
and static and other
gunk in their grooves.
They require finicky
cleaning and blasting
with a zerostat gun to
eliminate static snap,
crackle, and pop. They
cannot be left in sunlight. And god help you
if you drop one. A single
butterfingers moment
can wreck a record.
Okay, then. What’s the
allure? Just speaking for
myself here, but some
of the appeal comes
from nostalgia. Like so
many 70s families, we
had one of those boat
anchor console systems
in the front room when
I was a kid. Dad also had
a massive collection of
LPs and 78s, meaning
that “In the Mood” and
“Boogie Woogie Bugle
Boy” could be heard up
and down Dibble Street
at all hours.
Yet while the big band
sound never grabbed
me, I practically worshipped dad’s copy of
a K-Tel 50s collection
called Juke Box Jive (released in 1975 to cash
in on the Happy Days
craze). It came in a diecut sleeve that looked
like a bubble Wurlitzer
and featured classics
like “Runaway,” “The
Lion Sleeps Tonight,”
and “Party Doll.” It got
a lot of spins on my preteen turntable that may

or may not have featured Mickey Mouse.
Another influence
was PAC-93. Anyone of a
certain age around these
parts will well remember when PAC went on
the air in Ogdensburg
in 1981. This was the
first local FM station we
had that played the Top
40. It’s hard to imagine
today how a format
that broadcast nothing
but the likes of “Jessie’s
Girl” and “Eye of the
Tiger” represented any
sort of audio revolution,
but believe me, that’s
the only way to describe
how that station shook
up the Grade 6 set at
Central Public School.
PAC became a gateway drug for me. First
it led to the harder stuff
on CHEZ 106. Then it
led to my own vinyl collection, which started
with more K-Tel albums
(anyone else remember
SoundWaves?) and soon
veered into my first
“real” records, which if
I remember right were
the Beatles iconic
Red and Blue col-

lections, picked up at
Woolco in Brockville.
I’ve been a vinyl fan
ever since. That said,
I didn’t discriminate.
Music was music. My
cassette walkman got a
workout every day on
the walk to SGDHS and
back. I had the same
cassette suitcase in the
back of my car as everyone else did circa 1986.
I was an early adopter of CDs. I got heavy
into digital via illegal
Napster MP3s and then
legal iTunes tracks for
the iPod Classic.
But I never got rid of
my records. Sure, they
lived in the basement at
times. Sure, sometimes
I had a turntable set up
and sometimes I didn’t.
But vinyl was a constant
presence while the
other formats came and
went, almost like fads
that I’d embrace out of
convenience (I’ve got a
streaming sub today for
the car, just like everybody else) and then let
go.

Vinyl continues on page 19
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Prescott reconsiders timing for local grants

Hockey and the Pres- dan-Willis, the Festival’s though, that with so
was recently paid out in man.
Both Jansman and cott Figure Skating Club artistic director, about many local businesses
full, along with an extra
There was a debate at $500. Council agreed that McConnell thought the would receive half of the $18,000 commun- hurting, the sponsora meeting of council on this was the right thing to committee that assessed their financial request, ity grant. The mayor ex- ships that many local
the grant application which will amount to plained that it might be sports teams, including
Monday night about how do.
The remainder of the ought to reconvene and $2,400 for the former and particularly challenging those from Prescott Mibest, or even whether, to
disburse the town’s com- $49,100 allotted for the revisit their decisions at a $3,400 for the latter. They for organizers if the Fes- nor Soccer, depend on
were also quick to decide tival were unable to sus- may dry up.
first intake was to be later date.
munity grants.
“If we don’t have those
“I think there are other on deferrals of payment tain at least some operTwo intake periods distributed amongst ten
now,” for all but one of the ations, and staff, over businesses, and some
were planned, during other groups and organ- considerations
others. The decision on the summer, and was of them have closed alwhich applicants could izations, but there was said McConnell.
There was some dis- the St. Lawrence Shake- forced to reboot from ready, then there will not
submit requests through some debate about how
ground
cussion about the Pres- speare Festival took a bit the
the community grant to proceed.
Gas Chain
Sawup in the be soccer,” she said.
Councillor
Young
fall. He also mentioned
“It seems to me there cott Figure Skating Club longer.
program. At a meeting
Displacement
30.1 cc
The Festival’s original that Sheridan-Willis was thought the idea of prothat took place before the is some question about if and South Grenville MinPower Output
1.3 kW
agreeable to a3.9
partial
de- viding partial payment
global coronavirus pan- we should be giving out or Hockey, both of which grant request was for Weight
kg (8.6 lb)*
was a good one, particudemic, the committee this money and when we got at least part of their $18,000. However, the ferment of the grant.
The mayor was in fa- larly as it was something
of the whole had agreed should be giving out this seasons in and incurred organization had also
made a request to coun- vour, however, of grant- to which Sheridan-Willis
to the disbursement of money,” said Councillor the cost of doing so.
“I’d be inclined to cil in the fall for $30,000 ing the Festival the whole had already agreed.
grants to 14 area char- Lee McConnell.
“I think
we should take
In addition to the pay them something to help cover a revenue of the $18,000 it asked
ities, service groups and
MSRP
$289.95
for, and he was wary of advantage
community organiza- food bank and Connect now,” said Councillor shortfall.
with 16" bar of that offer,”
The festival has can- the organization’s future said Young, noting that
tions, but the pandemic Youth, the organizations Ray Young. “Maybe they
disrupted plans to bring that were originally ap- should get half of their celed its main stage prospects were it not to some of the money could
be provided now and the
money.
the committee recom- proved for a commun- request now and the rest shows this season, but receive the
™
rest at a later date.
“I
support
it,
personstill
hopes
to
put
on
the
mendation to council ity grant include South later.”
**
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to start up again in was of a different order
man
other
cula 250,
partial
At Monday night’s Figure Skating Club, Girls get in at least MS
than some other grant remeeting, held by telecon- Incorporated, Volunteer season this summer and tural events throughout the fall.”
However, some coun- cipients, due to the benthe summer as restricference, town staff pre- Centre of St. Lawrence- is making plans to do so.
cillors were not in agree- efit the Festival provides
There was general tions permit.
sented a report updating Rideau, Grenville Historment. Councillor Burton to the local economy and
Mayor
Brett
Todd
agreement
that
King’s
council on the first intake ical Society, St. Lawrence Gas
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2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Ontario, your efforts to
beat COVID-19 are making
a difference.
To stop the spread, we need you to
continue to:
Stay home when possible

2m

Practice physical distancing
of at least 2 metres
Wash hands thoroughly
and often

We need your continued determination and
cooperation to stop the spread.
COVID-19 can be deadly.
Don’t put your family and friends at risk.
Stay home. Stay strong. Save lives.
Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

