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Free trees will find 
homes on over one 
hundred township 

properties
BY VERONICA BURCHELL

SPENCERVILLE – A 
combined volunteer 
effort last Wednesday 
saw a large shipment 
of young, healthy trees 
delivered into the 
hands of 140 people in 
Edwardsburgh Cardin-
al Township.

This is the second 
time the township has 
offered free trees do-
nated by South Nation 
Conservation Author-
ity (SNCA), who works 
together with the Rai-
sin Region Conserva-
tion Authority (RRCA) 
on this project. A sign-
up sheet developed by 
the conservation au-
thorities was posted 
on the township’s web 
site earlier this month.

Delivery was ar-
ranged this year, due 
to social distancing 
measures being in 
force. Volunteer fire-
fighters and township 
staff were on hand 
early in the morning 
to sort the trees, first 
by type, then by batch 
per household. Last 
year residents picked 
them up at Fire Sta-
tion Number One and 
the response was over-
whelming.

Township Commun-
ity Development Co-
ordinator Wendy Van 
Keulen said the crowd 
on the parking lot last 
year was very large and 
they wanted to avoid 
that situation this year. 
All sorting was done in 
the garage of the fire-
hall and volunteers ar-
rived in staggered ap-
pointments to pick up 
their deliveries.

“This is a great event 
and both last year and 
today have been really 
successful,” she said. 
“It’s a wonderful thing 
the conservation au-
thority does and a 
really great effort by 
our volunteers.”

The selection in-
cluded sugar and black 
maple, white and yel-
low birch, pine, spruce, 
elderberry, dogwood 
and nine bark. The 
trees averaged from 
seedling-sized to just 
over two-feet high. 
SNC and RRCA have 
plans to plant over 
150,000 trees this year, 
and almost 12,000 
seedings have been of-
fered through free-tree 
programs in Edwards-
burgh Cardinal and 
other nearby town-
ships.

Edwardsburgh Cardinal Community Development Coordin-
ator Wendy Van Keulen was on hand last Wednesday mor-
ning to help sort seedlings and small trees into groups for 
delivery to households in Edwardsburgh Cardinal Township. 

JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

From a nomination: “I would like to nominate Anna Michaud and the 
staff at Drummond’s in Spencerville.  She has gone above and beyond and 
has personally delivered groceries to some of her customers so that they 
do not have to go out and put themselves at risk.  Thank you for being so 
kind and caring during these unprecedented times.  Great job to all of the 
Drummond’s staff!  Way to take care of your community. We love you xo”

South Grenville Star of the Week is...

 If you would like to nominate someone for Star of the Week, email  
kate@evansprinting.ca or fill out the nomination form at www.southgrenvillejournal.ca

Today’s Star of the Week 
brought to you by:

PRESCOTT 
F A M I L Y  C H I R O P R A C T I C 

114 King St. W.,Prescott   
613-925-3436
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Drummond’s 
Spencerville

2700 EDWARD STREET, PRESCOTT 
925-2222

crossingsroadandtrail.com

NEVER MOW YOUR LAWN AGAINO OU GO OUU GGG
Let us show you how you can have a perfectly 

maintained lawn without lifting a fingergg

BOOK NOW FOR SPRING INSTALLATION

DRIVE 
THRU 

OPEN 24/7

HERE FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY

110 Prescott Centre Drive
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Planting Planting 
community roots!community roots!



The Minister of Educa-
tion is encouraging school 
boards to honour student 
achievement for the 2020 
school year and have 
graduation ceremonies 
and celebrations when it 
is safe to do so. The Upper 
Canada District School 
Board (UCDSB) supports 
this decision and whole-
heartedly agrees about 
the importance of hon-
ouring and recognizing 
the incredible accom-
plishments of graduating 
students.

Given the circum-
stances and the uncer-
tainties of this global 
pandemic, and in consul-
tation with public health 
authorities, the UCDSB 

has no option but to post-
pone June 2020 gradua-
tion ceremonies at all 
secondary schools and 
TR Leger School of Adult, 
Alternative and Continu-
ing Education until June 
2021.

Moving the ceremon-
ies to June 2021 will not 
impact the ability of stu-
dents to graduate from 
high school if they have 
met the diploma program 
requirements.

In light of this decision, 
many secondary schools 
are already exploring a 
wide range of alterna-
tive and suitable ways to 
celebrate and send off the 
graduating class of 2020 
this spring.

In a media release, the 
UCDSB stated: 

“The decision to post-
pone graduation ceremon-
ies until June 2021 was not 
made lightly. Doing so will 
allow our schools the great-
est opportunity to plan 
and honour our graduates 
when we can be more cer-
tain that school buildings 
will be fully operational, 
and the greatest risk of the 
COVID-19 pandemic is 
behind us. The UCDSB is 
following the example of 
other school boards and 
post-secondary institu-
tions that have already 
decided to postpone their 
graduation events.”  

Each school’s Gradua-
tion Committee will de-

cide how they will honour 
their graduating class of 
2020 at that time, be it a 
stand-alone ceremony or 
combined with the gradu-
ating class of 2021. 

Schools will stay in 
touch with their students 
and families to keep them 
updated about this im-
portant event. Several 
schools have already initi-
ated these conversations 
around the annual senior 
prom which – depending 
on the specific secondary 
school – may have a link 
to the annual graduation 
exercise. 

Our graduates have 
worked hard to achieve 

their high school diploma 
and the UCDSB is com-
mitted to ensuring they 
have the opportunity to 

celebrate their accom-
plishments with family 
and friends at a com-
mencement ceremony.
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Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all 
chain saws, power tools and accessories 
will remain in effect until November 30, 
2019. Illustrations and  descriptions are as 
accurate as known at the time of publication 
and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a 
printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has 
the final authority to set product pricing.

Pricing valid at participating dealers 
only.*Weight with powerhead only.

MS 291 Gas Chain Saw
    STIHLCanada     www.stihl.ca

$499.95

114 King St. W., Prescott                   613-925-3436
Laser Therapy Treatments and Shockwave Therapy Treatments

Now accepting new patients

Open Monday  7:30 - Noon.  
Wednesday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Dr. Gauri Shankar PHYSIOTHERAPIST

This is an important chance to put
your skills to work and provide care for 
our seniors.

Take this opportunity to make a 
difference. Together we can stop
the spread of COVID-19.

Learn more on how to apply at 
ontario.ca/ApplyLTCJobs 

Long-term care 
homes are hiring
And they’re looking for people like you. 
People with:

Personal 
support and 

nursing skills

Cleaning 
skills

Cooking 
skills

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

UCDSB postpones graduations to June 2021

Show us your 
pet and win!

We want to see your pets, from furry to 
feathered: send us your photos and a descrip-

tion of your pet, and you could be featured 
weekly in print and online throughout the 

month of May! Weekly winners will be entered 
into a draw and the winner will be awarded a 

$100 gift card. 

Send submissions to 
kate@evansprinting.ca

Draw will be held 
June 1, 2020.

This is Melody (left) and Molson (right).  These best friends are 
always together chasing squirrels, playing tug-of-war and of 
course napping on their favourite couch.  The close bond these 
pups share brings a smile to the faces of everyone around 
them. - Kristina Conklin

I’m Odie, my mom 
is Tara. I was res-
cued about a year 
ago! Some of my 
favourite things are 
laying in my bed by 
the window, relax-
ing on the porch or 
car rides! I’m very 
energetic, and can’t 
get enough of be-
ing outside!! My 
favourite treats are 
crunchy blueberry 
ones, but I really like 
when mom gets me 
timbits!! 
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By Veronica Burchell

BROCKVILLE – Tory 
Deschamps, owner of Tory 
Deschamps Hair Studio of 
Brockville, has been ap-
pointed to Ontario’s Small 
Business Economic Ad-
visory Council. Mr. Des-
champs is also the current 
Deputy Mayor of Edwards-
burgh Cardinal Township.

Deschamps joins 11 
other small business 
owners from across the 
province on the advis-
ory council, appointed by 
the Honorable Prabmeet 
Sarkaria, minister respon-
sible for small business 

and red-tape reduction. 
The council met last week 
and has been tasked with 
advising the government 
on tackling the challenges 
faced by small businesses 
in the wake of COVID-19.

This group will assess 
the impact of the pan-
demic and draw on their 
collective experience to ad-
vise on economic recovery 
measures. The information 
gleaned from this commit-
tee’s virtual meetings will 
be reported to the govern-
ment’s new Ontario Jobs 
and Recovery Committee. 
This is a 15-minister group 
which includes Steve Clark, 

MPP for the ridings of 
Leeds & Grenville, and The 
Thousand Islands/Rideau 
Lakes.

“I believe I bring a 
strong voice to this com-
mittee, not only for my in-
dustry but for all the small 
businesses who are really 
hurting right now,” says 
Deschamps. “I’m not afraid 
to speak up. I really am ex-
cited about what a great 
growth experience this will 
be for me and I want to 
thank both Minister Clark 
and Minister Sarkarit for 
this opportunity.

Deschamps adds that 
he is also grateful for the 

willingness of many local 
business owners who have 
offered their input and in-
sight. “Without them I am 
only one person,” he says.

After 15 years in his own 
business and a 28-year 
history in the esthetics in-
dustry overall, the deputy 
mayor believes he brings 
experience and knowledge 
to this situation. He is al-
ready consulting with the 
local health unit so each 
can endorse and learn 
from the other.  

Sarkaria says he is 
pleased to welcome the 
insights which Deschamps 
brings to the table, and sees 

him as a strong voice for 
the business community of 
Leeds and Grenville. MPP 
Clark is also positive about 
Deschamps’ appointment.

“I am excited that Tory 
has been appointed to the 
council to bring a local per-
spective on the needs of 
small business,” said Clark 
on May 18. “Tory’s experi-
ence and understanding 
of the needs of our hard-
working entrepreneurs 
will definitely help inform 
the Ministerial Council on 
how best to make Ontario 
‘Open For Business’ once 
again.”

Sarkaria says it is vitally 

important to draw on the 
strengths and know-how 
of this group to develop a 
people-oriented plan to 
put Ontario’s small busi-
nesses on the “road to re-
covery”. Deschamps adds 
that  a realistic local view 
is also vital to the proceed-
ings.

“I believe in a regional 
view of things. Businesses 
in northern Ontario and 
in rural areas shouldn’t 
have to wait until Toron-
to’s ready,” he says, adding 
small businesses in rural 
areas can face vastly differ-
ent challenges than those 
experienced in larger cities.

TORONTO — the On-
tario government has an-
nounced the retailers, 
seasonal businesses and 
health and commun-
ity service providers who 
were permitted to open 
or expand their services 
on Tuesday, May 19, 2020 
at 12:01 a.m., provided 
that the general trend on 
health indicators con-
tinues to improve as part 
of the first stage of the 
government’s reopening 
framework. The work-
places opening as part this 
stage are well-positioned 
to put workplace safety 
measures in place and get 
more people back to work, 
while not overburdening 
public transit and other 
services.

The government also 
announced additional 
seasonal services and ac-
tivities will be permitted 
to open as early as Satur-
day May 16, 2020 at 12:01 
a.m., in time for the Vic-
toria Day long weekend, 
as key public health indi-
cators continue to show 
progress.                   

The details were provid-
ed by Premier Doug Ford, 
Christine Elliott, Deputy 
Premier and Minister of 
Health, Rod Phillips, Min-
ister of Finance, Vic Fedeli, 
Minister of Economic De-
velopment, Job Creation 
and Trade, and Monte 
McNaughton, Minister of 
Labour, Training and Skills 
Development.

“During the last sev-
eral weeks, the people of 
Ontario have been called 
on to make incredible 

sacrifices to help us stop 
the spread of COVID-19, 
including staying home 
from work, closing down 
businesses and going 
without a regular pay-
cheque,” said Premier 
Ford. “However, we are re-
opening even more of our 
businesses beginning this 
long weekend. We are tak-
ing a cautious, balanced 
approach to our economic 
reopening, to protect the 
health and safety of every-
one.”

As of 12:01 a.m. on Sat-
urday, May 16, 2020:

• Golf courses were able 
to open, with clubhouses 
open only for washrooms 
and restaurants open only 
for take-out.

• Marinas, boat clubs 
and public boat launches 
are open for recreational 
use.

• Private parks and 
campgrounds are open 
to enable preparation for 
the season and to allow 
access for trailers and rec-
reational vehicles whose 
owners have a full season 
contract.

• Businesses that board 
animals, such as stables, 
may allow boarders to 
visit, care for or ride their 
animal.

The government’s re-
sponsible and measured 
approach to reopening 
will allow business owners 
and service provider’s 
time to ensure workplaces 
are safe for staff, consum-
ers and the general public. 

Ontario’s first stage of 
reopening began yester-
day at 12:01 a.m. and in-

cluded:
• Retail services that are 

not in shopping malls and 
have separate street-front 
entrances with measures 
in place that can enable 
physical distancing, such 
as limiting the number of 
customers in the store at 
any one time and booking 
appointments beforehand 
or on the spot.

• Seasonal businesses 
and recreational activities 
for individual or single 
competitors, including 
training and sport compe-
titions conducted by a rec-
ognized national or prov-
incial sport organization. 
This includes indoor and 
outdoor non-team sport 
competitions that can be 
played while maintaining 
physical distancing and 
without spectators, such 
as tennis, track and field 
and horse racing.

• Animal services, spe-
cifically pet care services, 
such as grooming and 
training, and regular vet-
erinary appointments.

• Indoor and out-
door household services 
that can follow public 
health guidelines, such 
as housekeepers, cooks, 
cleaning and mainten-
ance.

• Lifting essential work-
place limits on construc-
tion.

• Allowing certain 
health and medical ser-
vices to resume, such as 
in-person counselling; in-
person services, in addi-
tion to virtual services, 
delivered by health pro-
fessionals; and scheduled 

surgeries, all based on the 
ability to meet pre-speci-
fied conditions as outlined 
in A Measured Approach 
to Planning for Surgeries 
and Procedures During 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.

“We are taking a cau-
tious, practical and rea-
sonable approach to re-
starting the economy, 
while maintaining the 
health and safety of the 
people of Ontario as our 
top priority,” said Minister 
Phillips. “This will allow 
Ontario to emerge from 
this outbreak with a clear 
path to economic recovery 
that keeps people safe and 
healthy.”

The government and 
health and safety asso-
ciations have released 
more than 90 safety guid-
ance documents to assist 
employers in multiple 
sectors, including con-
struction, retail, facilities 
maintenance and manu-
facturing. As new sectors 
of the economy begin to 
reopen, additional resour-
ces will be made available 
to help protect the safety 
of workers and the general 
public.

To support business-
owners, workers and the 
economic recovery of the 
province, the government 
has launched a website to 
provide businesses with 
information on personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) suppliers. The Work-

place PPE Supplier Dir-
ectory has an up-to-date 
list of Ontario companies 
and business associations 
that are ready to supply 
personal protective equip-
ment.

“Ontario’s businesses 
stepped up at the outset of 
this crisis not only to keep 
their workers and cus-
tomers safe, but to come 
forward with innovative 
ideas and solutions that 
represent the best of the 
Ontario Spirit,” said Min-
ister Fedeli. “This new 
website is truly a made-
in-Ontario approach with 
Ontario businesses help-
ing Ontario businesses.”

The government con-
tinues to prioritize the 
needs of patients, front-
line health care workers 
and first responders when 
it comes to having critical 
equipment and supplies 
to protect themselves dur-
ing the COVID-19 out-
break. Businesses are en-
couraged to access only 
the PPE they need to keep 
their employees and cus-
tomers safe.

“We will leave no stone 
unturned in our mission to 
keep workers in this prov-
ince safe,” said Minister 
McNaughton. “Ontario’s 
labour laws are clear: 
businesses must protect 
the health and safety of 
workers, including against 
workplace hazards like 
COVID-19. That’s why 

our ministry has released 
practical safety guidelines, 
doubled our capacity to 
help people by phone and 
hired more inspectors. We 
want to ensure everyone is 
safe at work.”

To ensure that these 
first actions to reopen the 
province are a success, the 
public should continue to 
adhere to public health 
measures, including prac-
tising physical distancing 
or wearing a face cover-
ing when physical dis-
tancing is difficult or not 
possible, as well as regular 
handwashing and staying 
home when ill. The Chief 
Medical Officer of Health 
will closely monitor the 
evolving situation to ad-
vise when certain public 
health restrictions, includ-
ing adjustments to social 
gatherings can be gradual-
ly loosened or if they need 
to be tightened.

“Because of the collect-
ive efforts of all Ontarians, 
we are making real and 
significant progress in our 
battle against COVID-19, 
with the number of new 
cases each day shrink-
ing,” said Minister Elliott. 
“As we move forward with 
caution, public health ex-
perts will closely monitor 
each stage of reopening to 
carefully assess the evolu-
tion of the outbreak, so 
we can benefit from the 
best practices and lessons 
learned across Ontario.”

Hair salon owner/EC Deputy Mayor named to Small Business Advisory Council

More workplaces now open in Ontario

Part of the Community 
sinCe 1858

CASCO Newsletter 1950’s

durandconsulting.com Serving our community for over 25 years.

We’ll make it simple and safe for you.  
Gather your papers and information, put them in an envelope  

and drop them off in our safe drop box.
For an online appointment call:

 Prescott: 613-925-5984, Brockville: 613-342-1591. 

We are open for you!
Tax deadline is June 1st. 
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 Marsden 
McLaughlin 

Funeral Home

Serving your family in 
your time of need

www.marsdenmclaughlin.com

2065 Dundas, Cardinal, ON
613-657-4848

WELL DRILLING
Prescott • Since 1986 Personalized Service

Pump InstallationsFREE ESTIMATES

613-925-4885

Todd or Carl • All Work Guaranteed

Rotary & 
Hammer Drilling

www.
splashwelldrilling.ca

Offering  
Bartending 

Services for your 
Special Events

SMART SERVE certifi ed

Kirsha Hutchcroft
613-802-8532

info@theliquorhutch.ca

ANY SIZE EVENT!

��������	
�����	���������

mcdougallinsurance.com

270 Edward St. Prescott
613-925-5901

For All Your 
Insurance Needs

NOW IN 
IROQUOIS

THOUSAND ISLAND 
HEARING CENTRE  

43 Plaza Drive, 
Iroquois, On

613-652-2281
Locally owned & operated

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTSSophie Cushing B.S.Sc. 
BC-HIS Tinnitus Care Provider

What’s on in South Grenville

WWW.BONEYARD.CA

SERVING SOUTH GRENVILLE FOR ALMOST 60 YEARS
-Cash for unwanted vehicles
-Great deals on used parts

-Mobile clean up of farm and 
industrial scrap metal
VEHICLE AND SCRAP METAL 

call or text Joe- 613-657-4857
PARTS REQUESTS 

call or text Andrew - 403-404-9129

“Your Neighbourhood 
Renovation Centre”

New Structures, Repairs & Renovations
Plumbing & Electrical Needs

Tools 

2700 Edward St. N., Prescott • 613-925-5665
Open: Mon. - Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat. 9am-2pm; 

Sunday Closed

rrs TM

Due to the global  COVID-19 pandemic 
all events in South Grenville have been 

suspended-stay tuned for updates

ANNOUNCEMENT

randallpoolservice@gmail.com 613-340-3291 www.randallpoolservice.ca

Workmanship 
Guaranteed  

Pool Water Chemistry, 
�������	�����������
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Weekly Service

Don’t be disappointed call now  
to book  your opening date!!

Let us do the dirty work for you!

Your 
Swimming Pool 

Specialist!

DD ’’’’tttttt b di i ttt dd lll

Pool Openings

SENIORS’ CENTRE 
WITHOUT WALLS

WALKER HOUSE

Need help? Call Susan at Walker House at 925-5300
*Learn about the week’s events on Monday’s chat

17 18 19 20 21 22 
Happy 
Victoria 
Day! 

Use Your 
Noodle!11am 
 
Chat with Susan 
(updates) 2pm

Member 
Biography 2pm 

Weekly Faith Lift 
With Rev Tracey 
 
10:30-11 

Share Good 
News 11-11:30 
Read me a Story 
2:30 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
 Mindfulness 
11am  
Chat with Susan 
(updates) 2pm 

Use Your 
Noodle!  
With Mary 11am 
 

Special Guest 
2pm 

Weekly Faith Lift 
With Rev Tracey 
 
10:30-11 

Share Good 
News 11-11:30 
 
Singalong to the 
oldies 2:30

 

Steps to Connect
1) Dial 1-866-279-1594

2) Enter the passcode 5 9 5 0 5 6  then press #

3) Say your name, then press #

This past long week-
end is my favourite of 
the summer, as it al-
ways represented the 
opening of the camp-
ing season for me as a 
child, and most years it 
means a big gathering 
of cousins, bocce ball, 
bonfires, mosquitos, 
birthday cake for my 
husband Chris and my 
niece Tabitha, and lots 
of laughs. 

Today, often refered 
to as the May two-four 
weekend, it began in 
the late 1800’s during 
the time of Queen Vic-
toria’s 63-year reign. 
Canada held a govern-
ment holiday on her 
birthday, each May 24, 
that was celebrated 
with picnics, parades, 
sporting tournaments, 
cannon salutes and 
fireworks (so not dis-
imilar to how we cel-

ebrate it today over 100 
years later).

After her death in 
1901, Canada’s parlia-
ment officially named 
the holiday, Victoria 
Day. Because holidays 
are always better on a 
Monday apparently, it 
was decided that the 
day would be celebrat-
ed on the second last 
Monday in May, which 
in this singular year 
falls on May 18. 

As I write this, our 
weekend plans include 
a weiner roast in the 
back yard, a hike some-
where, and perhaps 
a board game or two. 
The highlight for 2020, 

when we are not able to 
camp or gather togeth-
er for fireworks, is an 
event in honour of our 
national cocktail – the 
Caesar! 

Born in 1969, the 
Caesar is celebrated 
with its own day of re-
memberance on the 
Thursday before the 
long weekend in May, 
and has long been a 
family favourite, so 
we’ll be joining rela-
tives and other patrons 
over Zoom as we virtu-
ally tour five pubs in 
Ottawa and their bar-
tenders help us make 
their signature version 
safe at home. I can’t 
wait to tell you all about 
it next week!

We have our regular 
Zoom meets scheduled 
for next week, including 
Hoops and Hooks on 
May 27 (last Wednes-

day of the month al-
ready!). Una returns 
on May 25 for Monday 
Morning Mindfulness 
at 11:00 a.m.  

I’m adding an ad-
ditional Zoom in with 
author Sherry Pringle 
on Thursday, May 28 
at 1:00 p.m. for those 
who couldn’t phone 
in for her visit on May 
22. Our special guest is 
none other than the St 
Lawrence Shakespeare 
Festival’s Artistic Direc-
tor, Richard Sheridan-
Willis, dialing in on 
Wednesday, May 27 at 
2:00 p.m. 

I’ll be sharing our 
June schedule too as 
I have more surprises 
and special guests up 
my sleeve to keep us 
busy, connected, and 
entertained as the 
world slowly comes 
back to life. 

Hail Caesar!
WALKER HOUSE

NEWS
Susan Vallom

E
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ASK A REALTOR

HOW to READY your Master Bedroom for SALE
Staging your bedroom means emphasizing its size while keeping a focus on comfort, 

privacy and intimacy. Decor should be kept to a minimum, but do what you can to 
balance out any dark woods in your furnishings. The lighting here should remain soft 
and natural when possible, and classic white bedding is a great way to add elegance 
without darkening the room. Mix and match textures the way you would color and you 
can really make your furniture pop.

Since you don’t know who will be buying your house, the master bedroom should 
be staged equally for both partners and both sexes. Simple, neutral elegance will sell 
this room better than any overly masculine or feminine touches or themes. Limit 
furnishings to a few classic pieces.

Remove 80 percent of the clothing from your closet and pack it up, including your 
shoes. A sparse but organized closet seems larger and makes the room more elegant. 
Place a lamp and night table on either side of the bed, and use artwork and furniture 
placement to focus the eye on the bed. If you’re feeling ambitious, set up a breakfast 
tray. Imagining a relaxing breakfast in a beautiful bed may be what sends your buyers 
over the edge! Remove family photographs of any kind and make sure any decoration 
is beautiful and neutral, as this will become the most personal and special area in the 
home.

A bedroom is a very private place, and you spend a lot of personal, intimate time 
there.  Make it HOTEL feel.  It is only temporary.

Are you ready to think about selling?   Buying?  Give me a call, and I will help you 
“virtually” get this done and help you enjoy the journey.

Excerpts from Jacob Clifton (staging your home)

Another Victoria Day 
Weekend has come and 
gone. This one, because 
of COVID-19, unlike any 
others in living memory - 
with many citizens taking 
tentative steps back out 
into the world after weeks 
of isolation, because their 
governments told them it’s 
time to revisit provincial 
parks, golf courses, garden 
centres, cycling routes and 
even the cottage if there 
are no objections from 
permanent residents.

Other than a brief fling 
at Coville’s Greenhouses 
west of Prescott, I didn’t 
engage in any of those ac-
tivities. Instead, on Sun-

day, I took a 10 km walk 
through part of Ottawa, 
rediscovering the city of 
my birth, the urban cen-
tre my life has revolved 
around ever since, with 
many family members 
living there including my 
94-year-old mother, en-
thusiastically self-isolat-
ing in the apartment on 
Cooper Street  she occu-

pies solo.
Since Tom Sr. passed 

away at age 90 about eight 
years ago and way be-
fore that, Mom has never 
experienced trouble be-
ing alone… in fact, she 
thrives on it. An artist, 
she dabbles in her paints, 
watches favourite movies 
and British comedies, and 
chats on the phone; she 
has even learned to Zoom 
and Face-time because of 
COVID.

Two of my three sis-
ters  look in on her daily, 
dropping off packages of 
food and other items. Al-
though not a resident of a 
hazardous long term care 

centre, Mom knows she’s 
vulnerable to the virus 
and doesn’t allow anybody 
inside, including her first-
born. I went to her build-
ing on Victoria Day to 
pick up one of the books 
Mom produced at age 85, 
A Mother’s Day Monkey, 
short stories about hair-
raising seven kids in Ayl-
mer, some of which show 
me in a bad light. When 
she found out I didn’t 
have a face mask, Mom 
dropped the book from 
the third-floor balcony.

I was in a good light, 
warm sunshine all the 
way, for the walk which 
started at a parking lot 

overlooking the Ottawa 
River in Rockliffe, stretch-
ing past the External Af-
fairs building on Sussex 
Drive along the Rideau 
River into the Byward 
Market and back again, 
the icing on the cake being 
a stop at the gelato place 
on Murray Street, Piccolo 
Grande. You couldn’t en-
ter the store; a clerk took 
your pre-packaged order 
and brought it to the door. 
At least she didn’t drop it 
from a balcony!

My biggest rediscov-
ery was that that Ottawa 
boasts a fairly substantial 
waterfall where the Rideau 
empties into the Ottawa. 

It’s actually split falls div-
ided by Green Island with 
several strategic viewing 
spots. Rideau Falls Park is 
said to be one of Ottawa’s 
top attractions and I don’t 
remember ever being in it!

And what of the pol-
ished black granite monu-
ment across Sussex, a 
memorial to Canadians 
who fought in the WWII 
Battle of the Island of 
Hong Kong. Embarrass-
ingly, I wasn’t aware of it. 
The strangest sight along 
the way had to be cyc-
lists wearing facemasks! It 
was supposed to be about 
sucking in the fresh air, 
people!

Face-masked cyclists compete with Rideau Falls and gelato

By Tom
Van Dusen

A 
New 
View 

The South Grenville 
Food Bank would like 
to once again thank 
the community for its 
support as we move 
through this pandem-
ic. 

Did you know that 
the South Grenville 
Food Bank does deliv-
ery? If you or some-

one you know cannot 
make it to the food 
bank for your month-
ly allotment, and you 

are over 70 years old, 
have a severe disabil-
ity, or live in a rural 
area, the food bank 
can deliver to your 
place of residence. 
Call the South Gren-
ville Food Bank at 
613-925-2444 x 2 to 
register. 

A reminder that 

the South Grenville 
Food Bank is looking 
for egg cartons and 
alcohol bottles and 
cans. If you have any 
of these items, please 
donate to our Prescott 
location at 136 Henry 
Street West. 

We will get through 
this together!

South 
Grenville

food 
Bank
Food For Thought

South Grenville Food Bank delivers
Rideau Falls in Ottawa.                   Journal photo/Van Dusen

Township Office – 613 658-3055,  Recreation Director - 
613-349-9491,  Public Works-613-657-4606, 

Environmental Services- 613-657-3765
www.TWPEC.ca

Port Management Committee-
Wednesday, May 20, 9:00 a.m.

Regular Council
Monday,May 25,1:00 p.m.

Community Development Committee 
Monday, June 1, 1:00 p.m.

Committee of the Whole 
– Admin & Finance

Monday, June 8, 1:00 p.m.
From time to time, the Mayor meets with advisors and 

consultants for the municipality. Members of Council are 
always welcome to attend these meetings and occasionally 
quorum may be present. The public will be notified that the 
meetings are planned and any information received will be 

reported at regular Council meetings

All meetings are open to the public and are held at the 
Township Office in Spencerville unless otherwise noted.

Please check the municipal website for the most current 
list of upcoming meetings www.TWPEC.ca

 RecyclingEasy 
Used Kleenex/Paper Towels 

are noT recyclable

Tips

TOWNSHIP OF
EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL

Help Rebuild 
our Economy!
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editor’s notebook

JournalEDITORIAL

Letters to the Editor welcome – email: joe@evansprinting.ca or fax: 613-925-3472

The South Grenville Journal is published weekly by 
Evans Printing Ltd., 165 King St. E, Prescott, Ontario, 
Box 940, K0E 1T0, 613- 925- 4265, fax 613-925-3472, 
e-mail address: kate@evansprinting.ca. All layouts and 
compositions of advertisements by employees of the 
publisher of the South Grenville Journal are protected 
by copyright vested in the publishers of the South 
Grenville Journal. Subscription rates: Within 65-kilometre 
area of South Grenville where there is no home postal 
delivery, $36.00 per year; outside 65-kilometre area to 
municipalities that have home postal delivery, $42.00 
per year; United States, $150.00 per year; International, 
$130.00 per year. All subscriptions include GST and must 
be prepaid. Rates are subject to change without notice. 
The Journal is a member paper of the Ontario Community 
Newspaper Association and the Canadian Community 
Newspaper Association. The South Grenville Journal is 
printed in Canada.

Publisher
Evans Printing Ltd.

News Editor
Joe Martelle
joe@evansprinting.ca

Reporters/Photographers
Conan de Vries 
Veronica Burchell
Bill Lower
Helen Mott

Office Manager/
Classified Advertising
Christel Thompson
c.thompson@evansprinting.ca

165 King St. E. Prescott, Ontario, Box 940
Phone 613-925-4265  Fax 613-925-3472

     LONG TERM RECOVERY:
1. Re-evaluate your business strategy. You are under no obligation to replicate loss.
2. Determine the true need to replace items in every affected area. Approach each with  
  an initial evaluation. You may want to change some areas, eliminate others. A change  
  in an affected area could make an undamaged area no longer compatible or necessary.
3. Work to solidify master recovery plan as you would to build a new business – from   
  construction, to new equipment, to furnishings, to personnel.
4. Do not overlook the positive aspects of recovery and renewal. Inform your staff and   
  community.
5. Plan a Grand Opening.

This Community Newspaper 
Disaster Checklist was prepared 
for OCNA member newspapers 
as a guideline to assist you in your 
planning process. Please adjust to 
suit your needs.

The Prescott Journal is published weekly by St. Lawrence 
Printing., 3201 Cty. Rd. 2 East, RR3, Prescott, Ontario, 
K0E 1T0, (613) 925- 4265, fax (613) 925-2837, e-mail 
address: editor@prescottjournal.com. All layouts and 
compositions of advertisements by employees of the 
publisher of the Prescott Journal are protected by 
copyright vested in the publishers of the Prescott Journal.
Subscription rates: Within 65-kilometre area of Prescott 
where there is no home postal delivery, $36.00 per year; 
outside 65-kilometre area to municipalities that have 
home postal delivery, $42.00 per year; home delivery by 
paper carrier (where available), $36.00 per year; United 
States, $150.00 per year; International, $130.00 per year. 
All subscriptions include GST and must be prepaid. Rates 
are subject to change without notice. 
The Journal is a member paper of the Ontario Community 
Newspaper Association and the Canadian Community 
Newspaper Association. The Prescott Journal is printed 
in Canada.

Publisher
St. Lawrence Printing

News Editor
Jeff Morris

Associate Editor
Joe Martelle
editorslp@bellnet.ca

Reporters
Helen Mott, Kate Martelle,  
Conan de Vries

Classified Advertising
officeslp@bellnet.ca

3201 County Road 2, Johnstown, Ontario
Phone 613-925-4265    Fax 613-925-2837

If this is what retirement is going to look like, sign me up.

With the calendar bringing the date of our impending 
retirement from the organized work force (using “organized” 
in its lowest possible form in this case) closer with each 
passing day, I can’t help but wonder how many others are 
viewing this whole COVID-19 situation as a tiny window into 
what the lives of my generation will soon look like?

Is this a glimpse into the future?

This past weekend, with nowhere to go, no news to cover, 
and little traffic into the back yard of our isolated life, has got 
me wondering if the present situation is a sensory offering 
from the Ghost of Seasons Yet to Come?

If it is, frankly, it’s not that bad. 

I can certainly see how a younger demographic, one 
building a career, or a home, or a business, might struggle 
with the limitations of the current state of affairs. Doing all 
or any of those things, inside an environment where travel 
and social interaction and the normalcy of commerce and 
trade have dwindled down to a shadow of their potential, 
would most definitely be cause for concern for anyone 
trying to climb the hill of life. But for those of us over (and 
going down the other side of) the hill, maybe this slower life 
is not so bad. Maybe, in the midst of the Covid chaos and 
confusion, nature is using this opportunity to remind us that 
the rewards of age are just around the corner.

Funny thing has happened the last few months. With the 
disruptions of “normal” activity in our lives here on Wynands 
Road, existence has somehow opened up a whole new 
way to spend our time. With the urgency of work and our 
perceived need for entertainment and social interaction 
voided, we have found ourselves looking to other areas of 
our lives to invest our moments and hours.

Now has somehow become “someday”.  Those collections 
and crafts we were going to work on someday? Well there is 
time for those now. That fence line we were going to clear 
someday when we had time? Well now we have time.

It’s actually quite an interesting scenario. It’s like all that 
stuff I spent a lifetime finding and storing on a shelf in the 
back corners of our life is finally being taken down and being 
played with. 

If that is what retirement is going to look like, then I can live 
with that. 

joe

Is it someday now?

Sadly, this isn’t true.
My steadily growing obsession with lawn 

equipment hasn’t reached this stage…yet.
We have a nice five-acre plot. When Kate 

and I moved in, four acres of 
this was covered in hay. Slowly 
but surely, I have reclaimed the 
smaller (half an acre) field back, 
and it’s now a pleasant shade of 
green. The larger field is a work in 
progress. As is the cattle barn and 
the equipment garage.

I’ll admit that this lifelong city 
boy was a little overwhelmed two years ago 
with the scope of the work that needed to be 
done, but progress gets made on a steady basis 
and I’m hoping to have it completed before re-
tirement.

It’s a sign of the coming summer when I see 
the farmers preparing their crop fields. The 
smell of the change of the season is literally in 
the air.

It’s odd to me that I find this ‘fragrance’ of 
the surrounding fields comforting. I guess I’m 
becoming more and more rural each year.

The hours I see the local guys put in always 
amazes me. Everyone talks about 
what a tough life farming is, and 
I see it every day. Maybe one day 
I’ll plant something or keep some 
livestock (although Kate has 
warned me that any animals we 
get automatically become pets), 
but for now I’m happy to watch 
the professionals at work and 

enjoy the fruits of their labour.

 ******
“The song is ended, but the melody 

lingers on” – Irving Berlin. R.I.P. Rob, 
with love from all your 3M family.

Crisis Services Canada: call 
1-833-456-4566 or text 45645

THAT  
BRITISH GUY

MIKE 
EVANS

I’ve got a brand-new combine harvester

It’s Victoria Day as I write this. Happy Vic-
toria Day to you and yours.

Let’s be honest, most 
of us don’t even refer to it 
as Victoria Day, let alone 
celebrate a distant and de-
ceased queen. For most of 
us, the holiday has come 
to be lovingly referred to 
as ‘May two-four’, and is 
usually celebrated while 
imbibing in a numerically-
complementary case of 
one’s favourite beverage.

 I realized I know absolutely zilch about 
poor Victoria or why we take a day off work 
(well, most of us – the news gets made on 
Mondays, I’m afraid) here in Canada. 

I must have learned this at some point – I’m 
sure of that. But the recollection of that learn-
ing, or the slightest hint of any understanding 
relevant to this particular day, evades me en-
tirely.

I decided the natural course of action was 
to take my query to Michael. He is British, after 
all. He would definitely know this one.

“We’ve had a lot of monarchs…,” was the 
response I received. Not helpful.

I took my search to old reliable – Google. 
Here’s what I found:

The holiday began as a celebration to hon-
or Queen Victoria, who ruled Great Britain 
and Ireland for most of the 19th century.

Victoria Day has been observed since 1845, 
and it was officially declared a Canadian fed-
eral holiday in 1901 - the year of Queen Vic-
toria’s death.

The holiday was originally celebrated on 
May 24, Queen Victoria’s birthday. But an 

amendment to the laws of Canada in 1952 es-
tablished that Victoria Day be observed on the 

Monday preceding May 25.
When Queen Elizabeth II 

ascended to the throne in 1952, 
Victoria Day became her offi-
cial birthday in Canada - even 
though her actual birthday is 
April 21.

So, if I’m following this right 
– what started as a day to cele-
brate one queen’s life eventu-
ally became a day to celebrate 

another queen’s birthday – only it’s not her 
birthday. We change the day sometimes. It’s a 
bit of a mess. I see why we stick to ‘May two-
four’.

I feel like Victoria is really getting the short 
end of the stick here.  I researched further. 
Who was this woman? 

At barely five-feet-tall, she came to power 
at only 18 and was the first member of the 
royal family to live at Buckingham Palace. 
She was multilingual. She survived more than 
one assassination attempt. She was forward-
thinking and strong-willed, proposing to her 
husband in a time when it was unheard of for 
a woman to do so. She is the second-longest 
reigning British monarch.

She started the Christmas tree trend. That’s 
right. You can thank her for your holiday 
staple.

We’re having a bonfire tonight and enjoying 
the holiday, whatever you want to call it. If you 
didn’t think of Victoria today, at least give her 
some credit this Christmas.

See you soon South Grenville,
Kate

Victoria Day?

Publisher’s  
Pen

Kate 
Martelle

This “swinging” Goldfinch was spotted looking for its favourite food.                   JOURNAL PHOTO/MOTT
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The May long week-
end may have been a 
bit of a bust as far as 
social gatherings are 
concerned, but with 
marinas, garden cen-
tres and some retail 
stores now open folks 
are starting to come out 
of their homes and turn 
their attention to their 
lawns and gardens, and 
the results are begin-
ning to show. 

Throughout the vil-
lages, folks are get-
ting ready for curbside 
brush and leaf pickup, 
and in the rural areas 
small fires indicate that 
the spring cleanup is 

well underway now that 
the county-wide burn 
ban has been lifted. 

It is true that the 
majority of property 
owners still take great 
pride in the appear-
ance of their properties 
and their community. 
Our first quarter by-
law enforcement sta-
tistics show that new 
clean yards complaints 
from Cardinal and 
Johnstown are reduced 

from last year, which 
saw a major effort to 
gain the cooperation of 
residents. Unfortunate-
ly, there are still sixteen 
properties throughout 
the township with open 
work orders, which will 
eventually lead to court 
summons or tickets if 
those folks continue to 
ignore the by-law offi-
cer. The thirty-six gar-
bage complaint work 
orders have been most-
ly resolved after a num-
ber of tickets for by-law 
violation were issued 
earlier in the quarter.        

In a continuing effort 
to bring about improve-

ments in the appear-
ance of the township, at 
the meeting of April 27, 
council adopted a new 
by-law to provide more 
control over vacant and 
abandoned buildings. 
This by-law will require 
that owners of vacant 
or abandoned dwell-
ings and buildings (ie. 
any building, or part of 
a building that is not 
being used or occupied 
and that may also be 
unfinished or dilapi-
dated, fire damaged, 
open to the elements, 
capable of unauthor-
ized entry, or that may 
endanger life or prop-

erty) must purchase a 
permit, bring the build-
ing up to an accept-
able standard, and pro-
vide the township with 
proof of $2 million of 
liability insurance.  

There are quite a 
number of vacant 
dwellings throughout 
the township, but the 
problem is more no-
ticeable in the villages, 
where absentee land-
lords show no interest 
in bringing the dwell-
ing up to habitable 
standard or in main-
taining the property as 
required by the yards 
by-law. These build-

ings/dwellings will 
now become subject 
to inspection by the 
Chief Building Official 
who will now have the 
power to issue orders 
for building code com-
pliance.  

Enforcement of the 
Vacant and Abandoned 
Buildings By-Law will 
begin with warning let-
ters to a dozen or so 
absentee owners, and 
in the meantime if you 
have a vacant building 
in your neighborhood 
please contact the 
township office, one of 
the councillors, or my-
self. 

On April 22, Mayor Pat 
Sayeau devoted a large 
part of his column on 
the subject of an inten-
tion by Enbridge Gas to 
submit a proposal to the 
Ontario Energy Board 
(OEB) to expand natural 
gas service in Edwards-
burgh Cardinal to roads 
currently not serviced.  
That project proposal 
mentioned by Mayor 
Sayeau also includes a 
proposal to extend nat-
ural gas service to roads 
in Augusta Township not 
currently serviced.  

In terms of how this 
came about, Mayor 
Sayeau and I have been 
working together for the 
past six years to get to 
this point.  Our submis-
sions for expansion of 
natural gas service in our 
respective townships 
were originally submit-
ted to Union Gas.  Union 
Gas is now Enbridge Gas 

and Enbridge has now 
followed through with 
those submissions and 
will propose them to the 
Ontario Energy Board 
early in June. 

I must compliment 
and thank Mayor Sayeau 
for his lead work on 
keeping the project alive.  
Initially, the project de-
veloped by Union Gas 
for expanding service 
in Augusta Township 
only included a stretch 
along County Road 2 
from west of the Town 
of Prescott to the Blue 
Church Road.  But the 
Township will benefit 
from the Edwardsburgh 
Cardinal component 
of Enbridge’s planned 
proposal to the OEB to 

bring natural gas service 
to Spencerville in that 
the gas line to supply 
to service Spencerville 
originates in Augusts 
Township.  As a result, 
the proposal to the OEB 
will include making nat-
ural gas service available 
to Augusta residents 
on County Road 18 just 
north of County Road 26 
and on the Weir Road.  
Side roads along County 
Road 18 will also be in-
cluded in the combined 
project.  

For the purpose of 
deciding which projects 
they would submit to 
the OEB, Enbridge con-
ducted feasibility studies 
which included finan-
cials and an expression 
of interest survey (EOI) 
that asked residents in 
Edwardsburgh Cardinal 
and Augusta Township if 
they would be interested 
in switching to natural 

gas.  
According to an En-

bridge spokesperson, 
the studies convinced 
them that a submission 
to the OEB to expand 
natural gas service in 
Edwardsburgh Cardinal 
(EC) and Augusta Town-
ship is very strong.  It 
should be noted that the 
EOI survey did not in-
clude any commitment 
or obligation to switch 
to natural gas; just inter-
est if the service became 
available.  It also must 
be noted that the only 
cost to a homeowner 
who takes advantage of 
the expansion or natural 
gas service would be the 
cost of installing a feeder 
pipe from the roadway 
to your house.  

In the past, residents 
interested in getting 
natural gas service to 
their home were ex-
pected to pay the full 

cost of the supply line to 
them which, for Augus-
ta residents on County 
Road 2, was estimated 
about seven years ago 
at roughly $12,000.  This 
is not the case now as a 
result of the provincial 
government’s policy to 
expand natural gas ser-
vice in rural and north-
ern municipalities using 
a new business model.  

In his column on April 
22, Mayor Sayeau indi-
cated that he had re-
ceived complaints from 
EC residents that they 
had been missed by En-
bridge’s EOI survey and 
expressed concern that 
the survey would not 
reflect the strong sup-
port.  On that basis, EC 
will conduct its own EOI 
survey.  

Several Augusta 
Township residents also 
indicated to me that 
they were not surveyed 

and would like to have 
the opportunity to show 
their support.  To ensure 
that all residents along 
the affected route can ex-
press their EOI, Augusta 
Township is also organ-
izing a survey of its own 
which will take place this 
week.  The August EOI 
survey forms will be dis-
tributed this week and 
residents are asked to get 
their completed survey 
to the township by regu-
lar or email Mail by May 
30, 2020.  

The completed EOI 
survey forms will be 
submitted to Enbridge, 
the OEB, the Minster 
of Energy and to MPP 
Steve Clark to empha-
size the need for and 
support of the project in 
this municipality.  This 
whole exercise has been 
an example of strength 
and accomplishment 
through partnership.

TORONTO — The On-
tario government, in con-
sultation with the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health, 
has extended all emer-
gency orders currently in 
force until May 29, 2020. 
That includes the closure 
of bars and restaurants 
except for takeout and de-
livery only, restrictions on 
social gatherings of more 
than five people, and staff 
redeployment rules for 
long-term care homes 
and congregate settings 
like retirement homes 
and women’s shelters. 
The government is also 
allowing drive-in religious 
gatherings.

Today, the province 
officially enters the first 
stage of its Framework for 
Reopening the Province. 
As part of this initial stage, 
the government is per-
mitting the reopening of 
some outdoor recreation-
al amenities, including 
outdoor sports facilities 
and multi-use fields, off-
leash dog areas, and out-

door picnic sites, benches 
and shelters in parks and 
recreational areas, effect-
ive as of Tuesday, May 19, 
2020.

Outdoor playgrounds, 
play structures and equip-
ment, fitness equipment, 
public swimming pools, 
splash pads and similar 
outdoor water facilities 
will remain closed until 
later stages of the prov-
ince’s reopening plan.

“Although we are en-
tering the first stage of our 
framework to reopen the 
economy, it’s critical that 
we continue to do so in a 
safe and responsible man-
ner,” said Premier Ford. 
“The people of Ontario 
have been doing a fantas-
tic job to help flatten the 
curve and stop the spread 
of this terrible virus. With 
warmer weather begin-
ning, individuals and 
families will now be able 
to enjoy many outdoor 
amenities, but everyone 
must continue to main-
tain physical distancing 

from those outside of their 
household.”

To ensure that individ-
uals and families have safe 
access to outdoor spaces, 
it is critical they take 
everyday steps to reduce 
exposure to the virus, such 
as maintaining physical 
distancing by staying two 
metres apart from anyone 
outside of their house-
hold, washing hands regu-
larly, and staying home if 
feeling unwell.

“It’s never been more 
important for people to 
continue following the 
public health measures 
and advice we’ve laid 
out, so we don’t undo 
the tremendous progress 
we’ve made to contain 
COVID-19,” said Chris-
tine Elliott, Deputy Pre-
mier and Minister of 
Health. “While reopening 
parks and other outdoor 
spaces is important for 
our physical and mental 
health, we’re encouraging 
people to be responsible 
by keeping a safe distance 

of at least two metres from 
members outside of their 
household.”

In addition, the gov-
ernment has approved an 
exemption to the emer-
gency order related to 
gatherings to allow On-
tarians to attend drive-
in religious gatherings, 
under certain conditions 
to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. The conditions 
include keeping vehicles 
two metres or more apart, 
only members of the same 
household can be in one 
vehicle, people will not be 
able to leave their vehicles, 
and no more than five 
people can conduct the 
service at one time from 
outside a motor vehicle 
and they must stay at least 
two metres apart.

“Our government rec-
ognizes the importance 
that Ontarians place on 
participating in religious 
services,” said Solicitor 
General Sylvia Jones. “We 
continue to take a meas-
ured approach to reopen-

ing our province and this 
exemption is another im-
portant step forward in 
that process.”

On the advice of the 
Chief Medical Officer of 
Health, the Ontario gov-
ernment has extended 
all emergency orders that 
have been put in place to-

date. 
Extending these orders 

supports the government’s 
plan to cautiously and 
safely reopen businesses, 
services and amenities 
in a way that will enable 
the province to continue 
to protect the health and 
safety of Ontarians.

Spring is sprung…it’s okay to go outside

Survey will gauge resident interest in natural gas in submission to Ontario Energy Board

Ontario extends emergency orders to keep people safe
Some outdoor recreational amenities reopening with restrictions

Puzzle on page 15



By Veronica Burchell

NORTH AUGUSTA – 
Pizza, wraps and poutine 
continue to be the stars 
of takeout at the North 
Star Pub and Eatery, 
even though the owners 
and the menu have gone 
through a short period of 
rapid change. Open for 
less than 18 months when 
COVID hit, they were still 
quick to close the dining 
room and seal the front 
doors.

“This sure isn’t what we 
saw in our future when 
we planned to open a res-
taurant,” says owner and 
cook Joanne Robertson-
North.

Located in the village 
on Highway 15, the res-
taurant was known as 
Frank’s for over two dec-
ades. A fire levelled the 
structure and another 
restaurant took its place, 
lasting only three years. 
The building sat empty 
for almost a year when 
Robertson-North and her 
husband James North de-
cided to take a gamble on 
it. They knew the location 
was good and felt they 
could succeed because 
Joanne had previous ex-
perience serving and 
cooking at The Pizza King 
in Brockville.

For the first year every-
thing went well. Cus-
tomers came and their 
menu grew. The kitchen 
got busy and the future 

looked bright. Then came 
the changes wrought by 
the pandemic and the 
government. Since all 
the food here is made by 
hand, shortages weren’t 
a problem, but after the 
schools closed, it meant 
bringing her children to 
work every day, all day, 
while she makes her 
sauces, doughs and salads 
from scratch.

Then she lost her main 
delivery driver when her 
husband got called back 
to his regular job with the 
railroad, which has him 
gone for nine days at a 
time. That meant she had 
to change her delivery 
availability to only every 
other week.

Right now she is a one-
woman show, while she 
trains her part-time staff 
to do everything she usu-
ally does in the kitchen. 
This will free her up to do 
deliveries while her hus-

band is away.
All this on top of con-

stant sanitizing and dis-
infecting of the kitchen 
might be enough to cause 
anyone to throw in the 
towel. Not Robertson-
North. She is still cheery 
and grateful that her cus-
tomers are supporting 
her.

“They barely had time 
to become known as our 
regulars,” she jokes. “But 
some people have be-
come just that. We are 
seeing a lot of repeat busi-
ness and new faces as 
well. People in North Au-
gusta and Augusta Town-
ship have been very sup-
portive.”

She says the other thing 
keeping them going is an-
ticipation of the fall. Not 
only does she and many 
business owners hope to 
have a clearer direction by 
then, but that is actually 
her busy season.

“North Augusta isn’t a 
tourist destination and 
many local people go 
camping or on day trips 
for the summer months. 
Fall and winter are ac-
tually better for business. 
At least that’s what we saw 
last year and what we are 
hoping will happen this 
year,” she says.

Until something chan-
ges, she will continue to 
carry the load from her 
takeout window, almost 
alone in the kitchen, and 
delivering when she can.  
Even after this amount of 
change in less than two 
years in business, she still 
says she has “no com-
plaints”.

“It could be worse. 
We’ve been accepted here 
and I’m doing what I love. 
We’ll take it one day at a 
time and see what hap-
pens. What else are you 
going to do in a situation 
like this?”
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Joanne Robertson-North gets ready to cook the bacon for 
her homemade pizza at the North Star Pub and Eatery in 
North Augusta. JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

Ontario announces independent commission into long-term care
Government commits to improving system following COVID-19 outbreak

New restaurant surviving despite many changes 

TORONTO — On 
Tuesday, Dr. Merrilee 
Fullerton, Minister of 
Long-Term Care, issued 
the following statement 
in response to the im-
pact of COVID-19 in 
Ontario’s long-term care 
homes:

“Our government has 
been clear that we will 
review the long-term 

care system to get a bet-
ter understanding of the 
impacts and responses 
to the COVID-19 out-
break.

Today, I am announ-
cing that we will be 
launching an independ-
ent commission into 
Ontario’s long-term care 
system beginning in 
September.

Over the next several 
months, our govern-
ment will be finalizing 
details of the commis-
sion including terms of 
reference, membership, 
leadership of the com-
mission and reporting 
timelines.

We have been clear 
the long-term care sys-
tem in Ontario is broken. 

We must act quickly and 
decisively, and that is 
why an independent 
non-partisan commis-
sion is the best way to 
conduct a thorough and 
expedited review.

As we all take steps to 
contain this pandemic, 
the Commission will get 
down to work and pro-
vide us with guidance 

on how to improve the 
long-term care system 
and better protect resi-
dents and staff from any 
future outbreaks.

Since day one of 
COVID-19, our top pri-
ority has been to protect 
the health and safety of 
all Ontarians. That in-
cludes the most vulner-
able members of our 

society like residents in 
long-term care.

Our government of-
fers our condolences to 
the families who lost a 
loved one to COVID-19 
while residing in a long-
term care home.

Ontarians need and 
deserve answers, and let 
me assure you, they will 
get them.”

Shutterbug
Local resident Lise Jessup submitted this photo she captured of a Coast Guard ship.
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“Community spirit is alive and well in TWPEC, despite the challenges we face during this pandemic. 
It is now more important than ever for us to support our local businesses. These entrepreneurs are our 
friends, our family and our neighbours. They are the very foundation of what makes Edwardsburgh 
Cardinal a great place to live.” 

Submit ads/content  by 9am Monday to Joe@evansprinting.ca AD SIZE IS 3X2.5 INCHES. 

We would like to thank our local businesses for the changes you’ve 
made to help keep your employees, customers and our township safe. 

FREE AD SPACE on this page is available on a fi rst come fi rst serve basis 
to all Edwardsburgh Cardinal Businesses

Home Hardware
BURCHELL’S

613-657-4580 VILLAGE SQUARE 
MALL, CARDINAL 

Accepting phone and email 
orders for curb side pick up. 

HELPING ONE PERSON AT A TIME IN THE STORE
Hours: Mon-Sat 8-5

Email: burron@personainternet.com

We are allowing 2 customers in the 
store at once, and offering pick up 

from the loading dock.
HOURS: CLOSED SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY, 

MON,TUES, THURS FRI 8:30-5:30 SATURDAY 9:00-1:00

Highway #2 in Cardinal at the Mall

OPEN DAILY, SOCIAL DISTANCING 
AND LIMITED  NUMBER OF 
CUSTOMERS AT ALL TIMES

613-671-3002

�����������		�	
����������������
�	
�
���
��
������������������		����	
�����
��

��
��������������������

TOTALLY K9 AND 
ANGLERS ANONYMOUS 

ARE OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

 2099 DUNDAS ST, CARDINAL, ON
(613) 671-2016

Monday to Friday 12pm to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 12pm. 
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�� ������������������� ������
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OPEN AND RESPECTING SOCIAL DISTANCING

1-877-684-9333

STAY HOME, BE SAFE, 
LET US COURIER YOUR PACKAGE. 
Daily trips throughout Eastern Ontario

www.missmertransport.com

2400 Brousville Rd. Spencerville

TAKE OUT AND 
DELIVERY ONLY 

��� !"#�$%���

Monday - Wednesday 11-1 and 4-7 
Thursday-Saturday 11-1 and 4-9 

Sunday 4-7

&'(�&)*�'+'+
��������������������������

Open until 9:00am -6:00pm Monday to Friday
Downtown Cardinal off Hwy. # 2

2100 Dundas Street, Cardinal              613-657-3326

Nancy Franklin, Pharmacist

OPEN DAILY, SOCIAL DISTANCING 
AND LIMITED NUMBER OF 

CUSTOMERS AT ALL TIMES

Monday-Friday7:30am-5:30pm
Saturday 7:30am-5:00pm
Sunday10:00am-4:00pm

3018 County Rd 21,  
Spencerville, ON 

As per the Government 
of Ontario, our store 

will remain open  
with only curbside 
pick-up available
When your order is ready, we’ll call 

you to arrange curbside pick-up

www.homehardware.ca

(613) 658-2004

spnhh@jcis.ca

�$���),(-�.���+$.��/�0!�1�!

The 
Village 
Pantry 

&'(�&)+�(-23

4����������	�5����������	��������6��
.�7��6��)��������	�������������	������

8 Spencer St, 
Spencerville, ON

Friday night - take out or delivery.
Menu posted to Facebook weekly  

Saturday - Hot dog, chips and a pop 
Drive-in orders - just $5.00  

Beer delivery.  
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings

To order call 613-704-0154 and select 1 
or email orders@newportbbq.ca 

windmill.beer - 5 Newport Dr. Johnstown

6 Beverly Street
Spencerville, ON

Info@thestovestore.net 
Sales@thestovestore.net

613-658-3101 
1-888-370-9859

89��������������	��	���������	
��6�������
����������������	
�����	
��	������

������	����:��9��������������������6��
6����������	����6���������������
�������������6������������������	:;

Currently accepting exterior paint 
jobs in order to comply with the 

Social Distancing.

For a free Quotation 
Call 613-340-6546

Travis Pickard Travas1@hotmail.com

Est.1996

��Certified

3085 COUNTY RD 22 CARDINAL ON 
613.657.1515

Call or send a Facebook Message 
to schedule your appointment today!

facebook.com/StevesGarageCardinal
stevesgarage2020@gmail.com

Steve Sands 
Shop Manager

Lorilee Sands  
Office Manager

OPEN WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING 
AND SAFETY IN EFFECT

Edwardsburgh Cardinal Mayor, Pat Sayeau
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Please Show Your Support and Buy Local Wherever Possible! 
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Free Business          
Advertising Opportunity 

www.cseconsultation.com
Email: support@cseconsulting.com

Brockville: 613-342-2312 
Prescott: 613-925-0222 Kemptville: 613-258-6576

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT
CERB/EI? Business Supports?

Employment and Training?
CONTACT US Phone any of our locations and leave a message

Currently at LeMar we are offering 
product purchase for porch pick up, and 
have tutorial how-to videos on Facebook.

�������	

���������������������

���������������
�����������

Accepting donations for the local food bank.

King Edward Auto Parts
Everything you 
need for your 
vehicle & more

OPEN 9-5 DAILY
CALL AHEAD FOR 

CURB-SIDE  PICK UP

476 King W, Prescott 613-925-1000

613-925-5991 or 1-888-925-5991
214 King St. W., Prescott

‘The team at Laushway Law is here to help with your 
legal needs during the Covid 19 pandemic.

www.laushwaylaw.com

��������	���
	������	���������	������	����������	����	
�����	���������������	��	������	�	��	�������������

T

TAKE OUT AND DELIVERY 
613 640 2122 or 613 925 5947

BOBBY’S
RESTAURANT

Welcome
to

100 King St.
Prescott

FROM 11:00 AM TO 2:00 PM 
AND THEN 4:00 PM TO 7:00 PM

OPEN 
WEDNESDAY 
TO SUNDAY

855 EDWARD ST. S, 
PRESCOTT, ON

 (613) 925-0566

TOWING & REPAIRP RESCOT

24-HOUR EMERGENCY 
REPAIR AND TOWING

STORE OPEN  WITH  
SOCIAL DISTANCING   

IN EFFECT
CALL FOR PC EXPRESS 

AND  PARKING LOT PICK UP

We are open to do your taxes!
Prescott: 613-925-5984, Brockville: 613-342-1591 

durandconsulting.com
Serving our community for over 25 years.

With our easy 
��������������	�
��
are  easier and safe

We’ll do our best to assemble your order 
within the hour for a curbside pick up.

BEACH
HOME HARDWARE
199 Irvine Dr. Prescott 

(just behind Burger King) 613-925-4286
Like us on 
Facebook

WE’RE STILL OPEN DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 
 Call (613) 925-4286 with your order and pay by phone.

Lewis, Lynn 
and staff

Thank you for your continued 
patience and support.  

(613) 925-4233 FAX (613) 925-2875
254 King St W. Prescott, ON

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6 pm  Sat. 9am-3pm

A small town pharmacy with world-class service

New patients always welcome. 
We are proud to be part of the community.

We are still here to serve our customers. 
We offer curbside pick up or we can try 

to arrange delivery of your prescriptions.

150 Prescott Centre Drive, Prescott
613-925-4625

Submit ads/content  by 9am Monday to Joe@evansprinting.ca AD SIZE IS 3X2.5 INCHES. 

We are once again open for walk-in business, following 
physical distancing and safety measures.  

Customers who desire curb side service can continue to 
receive this.  Call (613) 925-4286.

BEACH
HOME HARDWARE
199 Irvine Dr. Prescott 

(just behind Burger King) 613-925-4286
Like us on 
Facebook

WE’RE STILL OPEN DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 

Lewis, Lynn 
and staff

Thank you for your continued 
patience and support.  
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Parent Coach

Carol Murray
RECE 

613-340-8200
ccm kids@bell.net

3 StEp pRogRaM to 
EnhanCE FaMily haRMony

Open Wed-Sat 10-1 
Or curbside pickup. Also offering delivery. 

• Gifts • Cards • Partytime  • Toys Crafts 
• Scrapbooking Supplies • Used Books

Owner - Chris Kollar

 Your FamilY Dollar
“The Dollar STore WiTh a Difference”

109 Churchill Rd., Prescott 613-925-1734

Contact via Facebook 
or cell 343-264-2246109 ChurChill rd., PresCott                        613-925-1734

open 7 days A Week 

Gifts
C By

hris

Gifts • Cards • Partytime • Toys 
Crafts • Scrapbooking Supplies 

Used Books

Owner - Chris Kollar

 Your FamilY Dollar
“The Dollar STore WiTh a Difference”

South Grenville’s local, virtual bookstore. 
Browse our large selection of used, rare and 

out of print books.
Free drop-off delivery in the South Grenville area.

www.riverwashbooks.com

Looking for those hard to find, 
rare or out-of-print books? 

HomeMinding Plus provides security, compliance with 
insurance requirements and peace of mind to home owners, 
boat owners, and pet owners.  Our flexible, multi-level service 
protects valuable possessions and companions for those who 
need to be away from home.  We believe in a stress-free return 
from vacation or work activities.  The pets and plants are 
well cared for and thriving.  The home and boat are safe and 
secure.  A stress-free solution is provided every time. When 
you are ready to travel, HM+ will be there for you. 

Contact karen@homemindingplus.ca

Prescott, Brockville, 
Cardinal, Kemptville, 

Augusta, and Maitland.

 (613) 878-4012

rrs TM

2700 Edward St.N.
925-5665

In Store Special 
LOC FLOOR

3 colours available  
15 yr. warranty

$119
per sq.ft.

What’s new in Pressure Treated?

All Lumber Stored Inside

*O.A.C. on purchases over $250.00

Paint Sale also available at Morrisburg
Building Centre 543-2009

Check out 
our growing 

Rental
Equipment
selection

• Windows
• Doors - ext. & int.
• Kitchens/Baths
• Paint

• Mouldings
• Insulation
• Roofing Material
• Siding/Brick

• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Flooring
• and much more!

Now AvailableLET US QUOTE YOUR 
NEW HOME OR 

RENOVATION PROJECT!

Laminate FlooringGarage & Shed
packages available

We sell a complete line of Building Materials - We deliver daily!

Talk to our experts about your 
New Kitchen & Bath

$5.00 off!
1 gal Select Eggshell or Semi-Gloss

Reg $3295

Sale
Price

$2795

STORE HOURS: MON - FRI 7:30 - 5:30, SAT 8:00-4:00, CLOSED SUNDAY

A safer choice in
pressure treated
wood products.

P P PP P PP P P P PP P P P P PP P PPPP P P PP PP P PP P

Your Neighbourhood Renovation Centre

Laurysen KitchensLaurysen Kitchens

We Sell

CarpetHardwoodVinylCeramic Tile

We have Your Flooring
Needs Covered!

Vinyl Flooring
“Great Interiors start
from the ground up”
100’s of colours 

& styles from 
$7.99/sq. yard

613-925-5665 
2700 Edward St. N., Prescott 

Mon-Fri 8-4 Sat 9-2
Curb side pick up 

or delivery available
613-925-0776 - www.playitstar.com

25 
Years

of 
Sales and Service

Since 1994

Congratulations Grads!

Other times will be available by appointment 
only by calling 613 349-0776

Commencing Wednesday April 29 
Open 10 am to 2 pm after that Friday Open 
10 am to 2 pm Monday Open 10 am to 2 pm

We will be Open every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 2 pm

613-925-0776 - www.playitstar.com

MAxiMuM 2 
peOple At 

A tiMe in 
the stOre.

“During this time, I want to do 
everything I can to help those in need. If 
you’re in the area and 
need help with something, 
need groceries, your  
mail picked up or simply 
could use someone to 
hang out with 
(virtually, of course), 
please let me Know.”

LoraLee Carruthers
Office: 613-918-0321      Direct: 613-407-8869

loralee.carruthers@century21.ca

Phone: (613) 925-2828
138 King St W, Prescott, ON K0E 1T0

Covid-19 
preCautions 

in effeCt

Submit ads/content  by 9am 
Monday to Joe@evansprinting.ca 

ad Size iS 3x2.5 incheS. 

Available on  a first come, 
first serve basis.

Prescottʼs businesses are the backbone of our community, and need your          
support more than ever during these challenging times.

They provide vital products, services and experiences & contribute their time and 
resources to support our community in countless ways.

Please Show Your Support and Buy Local Wherever Possible! 

AD SPACE AD SPACE AD SPACE 

AD SPACE AD SPACE AD SPACE 

AD SPACE AD SPACE AD SPACE 

AD SPACE AD SPACE 

“Small business is at the very heart of communities like Prescott, so please know that we 
stand with you during this challenging time,” says Mayor Brett Todd. “The Town of          

Prescott is continuing operations during the COVID-19 outbreak. We stand ready to assist 
business however we can. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any concerns or 

questions, so we can best help you weather this storm together.”
In an effort to support the Prescott business community during these challenging times, 

the Town of Prescott Economic Development Department & Downtown Prescott BIA have 
partnered to offer FREE information ads to businesses. Ads will be published in the South 
Grenville Journal on a weekly basis starting April 29th. This is a chance for businesses to 
keep customers informed on how they can access your products & services, or support 

your business in other ways. Available on a first come first serve basis.   
Submit ads/content by 9am Monday to joe@evansprinting.ca, ad size is 3x3 inches.  

This opportunity is available to all businesses located within the Town of Prescott. 

Free Business                                   
Advertising Opportunity 

Prescottʼs businesses are the backbone of our community, and need your          
support more than ever during these challenging times.

They provide vital products, services and experiences & contribute their time and 
resources to support our community in countless ways.

Please Show Your Support and Buy Local Wherever Possible! 

AD SPACE AD SPACE AD SPACE 

AD SPACE AD SPACE AD SPACE 

AD SPACE AD SPACE AD SPACE 

AD SPACE AD SPACE 

“Small business is at the very heart of communities like Prescott, so please know that we 
stand with you during this challenging time,” says Mayor Brett Todd. “The Town of          

Prescott is continuing operations during the COVID-19 outbreak. We stand ready to assist 
business however we can. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any concerns or 

questions, so we can best help you weather this storm together.”
In an effort to support the Prescott business community during these challenging times, 

the Town of Prescott Economic Development Department & Downtown Prescott BIA have 
partnered to offer FREE information ads to businesses. Ads will be published in the South 
Grenville Journal on a weekly basis starting April 29th. This is a chance for businesses to 
keep customers informed on how they can access your products & services, or support 

your business in other ways. Available on a first come first serve basis.   
Submit ads/content by 9am Monday to joe@evansprinting.ca, ad size is 3x3 inches.  

This opportunity is available to all businesses located within the Town of Prescott. 

Free Business                                   
Advertising Opportunity 

www.cseconsultation.com
Email: support@cseconsulting.com

Brockville: 613-342-2312 
Prescott: 613-925-0222 Kemptville: 613-258-6576

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT
CERB/EI? Business Supports?

Employment and Training?
ConTaCT uS Phone any of our locations and leave a message

Currently at LeMar we are offering 
product purchase for porch pick up, and 
have tutorial how-to videos on Facebook.

On Facebook: LeMar LUXE spa studio
www.instagram.com/lemarluxe

Accepting donations for the local food bank.

King Edward Auto Parts
Everything you 
need for your 
vehicle & more

Open 9-5 daily
Call ahead fOr 

Curb-side  piCk up

476 King W, Prescott 613-925-1000

613-925-5991 or 1-888-925-5991
214 King St. W., Prescott

‘The team at Laushway Law is here to help with your 
legal needs during the Covid 19 pandemic.

www.laushwaylaw.com

Laushway Law… Eastern Ontario’s Injury Litigation firm. 
Visit laushwaylaw.com to arrange a free consultation.

T

Take ouT and delivery 
613 640 2122 or 613 925 5947

BOBBY’S
resTauranT

Welcome
to

100 King St.
Prescott

frOm 11:00 am TO 2:00 pm 
and Then 4:00 pm TO 7:00 pm

open 
Wednesday 
To sunday

855 Edward St. S, 
PrEScott, oN

 (613) 925-0566

ToWinG & repairP RESCOT

24-hOur emergenCy 
repair and TOwing

sTore open  WiTh  
social disTancinG   

in effecT
Call fOr pC express 

and  parking lOT piCk up
With our easy 
drop off box, 

taxes are 
easier and safe!

We are open to do your taxes!
Prescott: 613-925-5984, Brockville: 613-342-1591 

durandconsulting.com
Serving our community for over 25 years.

With our easy 
drop off box, 

taxes are 
easier and safe!

We are open to do your taxes!
Prescott: 613-925-5984, Brockville: 613-342-1591 

durandconsulting.com
Serving our community for over 25 years.

With our easy 
drop off box, taxes 
are  easier and safe

We’ll do our best to assemble your order 
within the hour for a curbside pick up.

BEACH
HOME HARDWARE
199 Irvine Dr. Prescott 

(just behind Burger King) 613-925-4286
Like us on 
Facebook

We’re stiLL open during reguLar business hours. 
 Call (613) 925-4286 with your order and pay by phone.

Lewis, Lynn 
and staff

Thank you for your continued 
patience and support.  

Seaway Valley Pharm front banner

A small town pharmacy 
with world-class service
New patients always welcome.

We are proud to be part 
of the community.

(613) 925-4233           FAX (613) 925-2875

254 King St W. Prescott, ON

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6 pm
Sat. 9am-3pm

Seaway Valley Pharm front banner

A small town pharmacy 
with world-class service
New patients always welcome.

We are proud to be part 
of the community.

(613) 925-4233           FAX (613) 925-2875

254 King St W. Prescott, ON

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6 pm
Sat. 9am-3pm

(613) 925-4233 FAX (613) 925-2875
254 King St W. Prescott, ON

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6 pm  Sat. 9am-3pm
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We are still here to serve our customers. 
We offer curbside pick up or we can try 

to arrange delivery of your prescriptions.

150 Prescott Centre Drive, Prescott
613-925-4625

Prescott begins slow and safe reopening with parks and marinas
PRESCOTT - The Mu-

nicipal Emergency Con-
trol Group met virtually 
Friday to review and dis-
cuss new information 
updates, including the 
provincial announcement 
made on May 14, 2020 
with re-opening strategies 
for some businesses, and 
a plan to start Phase I of 
the “Re-Opening Ontario 
Framework” on Tuesday, 
May 19, 2020. 

The provincial State of 
Emergency has been ex-
tended until June 2, 2020. 
The Town of Prescott con-
tinues to operate under a 
municipal State of Emer-
gency due to COVID-19 
pandemic, as declared on 
March 23, 2020. Essential 
services remain unaffect-
ed, including emergency 

services, water and waste-
water, waste manage-
ment, road maintenance, 
and health and safety 
measures. Municipal ser-
vices can be accessed 
by calling 613 925 2812 
ext. 6200 or by emailing 
admin@prescott.ca. 

“Victoria Day weekend 
is always a time of celebra-
tion in Ontario, but this is 
a different start to sum-
mer than we have ever 
experienced before with 
COVID-19 still a threat to 
our communities,” said 
Mayor Brett Todd. 

“As society begins to re-
open, it is more important 
than ever to take personal 
responsibility to protect 
public health. Practice 
smart social distancing. 
Keep scrubbing those 

hands. And please wear 
some form of non-sur-
gical cotton mask when 
in public areas, especially 
our stores, to respect the 
employees in those facili-
ties who are exposed to 
hundreds of people on 
a daily basis. Remember 
that it’s about we, not 
me.” 

Prescott Town Coun-
cil continues to meet 
virtually to deal with 
regulatory and time-
sensitive issues. The next 
live-streamed meeting 
will take place Tuesday, 
May 19 at 6:00 p.m. and 
all streaming details, 
agendas, and meeting 
calendars can be found 
on the town’s website. 

At the Sandra S. Lawn 
Harbour and Marina, 

seasonal leaseholders 
were permitted to dock 
beginning May 16, 2020. 
Gas, water, and electrical 
services were available 
to leaseholders and Can-
adian transient boaters 
can now stop for fuel 
and pump-out services. 
There will be no access to 
indoor facilities or amen-
ities until further notice 
and transient boaters 
are unable to dock at this 
time. 

Gatherings of more 
than five people continue 
to be prohibited by prov-
incial order. Municipal 
ByLaw and OPP educa-
tion and enforcement 
continue, and the public 
are strongly encouraged 
to self-regulate and con-
tinue to respect guide-

lines and recommenda-
tions. 

Town facilities will re-
main closed to the public 
for the foreseeable fu-
ture. Prescott Centennial 
Pool opening has been 
delayed until at least June 
30, 2020. Walker House 
Adult Recreation Cen-
tre is operating a new 
“Senior Centre Without 
Walls” telephone pro-
gram five days a week for 
all residents, and Pres-
cott Public Library (now 
on Facebook) has many 
electronic resources. 

Municipal parks are 
now permitted to be used 
for recreational use, how-
ever all play structures 
and park amenities (i.e. 
picnic tables, benches, 
swings) remain closed for 

public use. Please respect 
physical distancing, and 
participate in activities 
with members of your 
household only. 

For example, a par-
ent and child from the 
same household are now 
welcome to kick a soc-
cer ball within a muni-
cipal park or greenspace 
(while physically distan-
cing from other users of 
the space), however two 
households meeting to 
play catch is not permis-
sible. 

A second example is 
that a family from a single 
household could enjoy a 
picnic on a blanket in a 
municipal park, but not 
at a picnic table which is 
a park amenity currently 
closed. 
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Operating by online, 
email or telephone orders 

and curbside pickup or delivery

2486 Second Concession Prescott
covillesgreenhouses@gmail.com

613-340-5165

Still open for 
essential service 

and repair 
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We fix all kinds of bicycles
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Reasonable rates - Guaranteed results

��������	�
������������
�������������������� 

��
������������	�����������	����
www.bttm.com

Phone: 613-925-2889 Fax: 613-925-4933

Brockville Tractor Trailer 
Maintenance (2001) Ltd.

3524 County Rd 26, 
R.R. 2 Prescott, Ontario
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Essential 
repair only

Call for service
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CURRENTLY SERVING CUSTOMERS 
WITH EMERGENCY SERVICES

613-925-0000
Emerg: 613-802-5308 (24x7)
3526 County Rd. 26 Prescott 
service@steveandsons.ca

During these extenuating times, 
we are here for you. 

Taking extra precaution to 
protect clients as well as employees

Show Your Support for our local businesses as they continue 
to support our community during this challenging time

Please take advantage of the free space on this page. 
This opportunity is available  to all businesses in Augusta Township. 

Submit ads/content  by 9am Monday to Joe@evansprinting.ca 
AVAILABLE ON A 1ST COME 1ST SERVE BASIS

Although our doors are currently closed to help reduce the 
spread of COVID -19, we are still here to serve you! 

Phone or email us to have your questions or concerns addressed

“Due to a changing environment, the face of small business in our community 
has transformed as they leard to reinvent themselves and survive during 
this diffi cult time. I encourage residents to buy local as small businesses 
continue to serve their customers the best they can” 

Augusta Township Mayor Doug Malanka

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday 8:30am-4:30pm

www.augusta.ca

Greenham’s 
General Store
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Mon - Fri  7 - 7pm Sat 8 - 7pm Sun closedM

9025 County Rd 15, North Augusta 613-926-2167

GAS DIESEL HARDWARE PLUMBING 
GROCERIES ICE WORMS... and more

Maid Marion’s 
House Cleaning

613-340-5144
maidmarion@xplornet.com

Thanking the front line 
workers and the community 
for all coming together in 

difficult times
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Ann 
MacLaughlan

Text/Cell: 
613-619-7317

www.theceremonycompany.ca
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The Diva came 
downstairs to my man-
cave the other day and 
found me choked up, 
fighting back the tears 
welling up in my eyes.

“What’s wrong? Is 
everything okay?”

I looked at her, peek-
ing out from a blanket 
of embarrassment.

She looked at the big 
screen I was watching 
in the mancave. I was 
grinding the Baseball 
Network, watching a 
black and white rerun 
of the 1965 World Ser-
ies with Sandy Koufax 
pitching for the Dodg-
ers and Vin Scully do-
ing the play by play. 

She knew I wasn’t 
watching a game. I was 
connecting to my child-
hood. And Vin Scully? 
He seemed to be the 
narrator of everything 
that was a backdrop in 
my entire life.

“What a marvelous 
moment for baseball, 
what a marvelous mo-
ment for Atlanta and 
the state of Georgia, 
what a marvelous mo-
ment for the country 
and the world. A black 
man is getting a stand-
ing ovation in the Deep 

South for breaking a 
record of an all-time 
baseball idol. And it is 
a great moment for all 
of us, and particularly 
for Henry Aaron.”

Vin Scully was one 
of the reasons I got Sir-
ius XM radio in my car. 
When he wound down 
his broadcast career 
at the end of the 2016 
season, it was the end 
of an era. To put things 
into perspective, 2017 
was the first year since 
1885 that neither Con-
nie Mack or Vin Scully 
was involved in Major 
League Baseball.

Working solo with-
out a broadcast part-
ner, Scully delivered 
with a gentle, self 
deprecating style. One 
game, I listened to him 
talk about the philoso-
pher Socrates – that 
was during a Dodgers-
Diamondbacks game 
featuring rookie Socra-
tes Brito.  When Charlie 
Blackmon of the Rock-
ies, noted for his big 

beard, came up, Scully 
took us on a journey of 
the history of beards 
which included refer-
ences to Deuteronomy 
and Abe Lincoln. He 
was always calm, step-
ping back and being 
quiet during sports’ 
greatest moments and 
letting the moment 
define itself. He was 
never a loud screamer 
trying to be remem-
bered for the perfect 
cliché. Scully knew 
that perfect moments 
didn’t need that. It was 
always about the mo-
ment, never about him.

Do you remem-
ber when Kirk Gibson 
limped off the bench 
and hit that dramatic 
World Series home 
run in 1988? I was at 
a party watching it, 
and the crowded room 
went silent. People just 
watched the television 
on the wall in a trance.

“High fly ball into 
right field… She is 
gone!” 

Then, Scully did 
what makes him great. 
He delivered silence 
for more than a minute 
and let one of the most 
dramatic moments in 

sports history breathe.
Finally, he offered 

insight.
“In a year that has 

been so improbable, 
the impossible has 
happened.”

Goosebumps.
It was why we felt so 

good as kids watching 
baseball, and we con-
tinued to feel so good 
as adults. He had that 
Walter Cronkite and 
Mr. Rogers demean-
our to him. You wanted 
to turn on the TV and 
invite him into your 
home. He made you 
feel like he was in your 
living room with you, 
gracious and humble 
and thankful to be de-
scribing the game to 
you.

Last week, I watched 
the replay of a Yan-
kees-Dodgers game in 
the 1956 World Series. 
Scully described Yan-
kee Stadium as “shiv-
ering in its concrete 
foundation” as Don 
Larsen was working on 
the first and only per-
fect game in World Ser-
ies history.

“Well, all right, let’s 
all take a deep breath 
as we go to the most 

dramatic ninth inning 
in the history of base-
ball,” Scully said calm-
ly.

I think back to Mook-
ie Wilson hitting the 
ball that went through 
Bill Buckner’s legs in 
the 1986 World Series. 
Like Larsen’s no hitter 
or like Gibson’s home 
run, it was an iconic 
World Series moment 
that entered the lexi-
con of mainstream pop 
culture.

“Little roller up 
along first. Behind the 
bag. It gets through 
Buckner! Here comes 
Knight, and the Mets 
win it.”

And then silence. 
There was no scream-
ing, no shouting, and 
no forced metaphors. 
His voice was smooth 
and soft like caramel 
covering a juicy apple 
at a country fair in the 
fall, staying quiet and 
letting the flavours 
shine through.

I thought back to 
the last game I saw 
Vin Scully do live. The 
Dodgers won the game 
in dramatic fashion. 
There was a dramatic 
home run in the ninth 

to tie the score, and a 
walk off home run in 
the 10th. One last time, 
Scully sat back and let 
the emotions of the 
players and fans carry 
the moment.

What choked me 
up thinking of that 
moment was that for 
many of us, he was the 
voice of our childhood. 
Hearing him brings 
us back to a time and 
place where we were 
wrapped in innocence 
and hope and happi-
ness.

The retirement of 
Vin Scully almost felt 
like the last piece of my 
childhood was finally 
over. I miss his sooth-
ing, comforting voice 
and the world he would 
let us escape into night 
after night. It is a world 
that saw 67 years of 
men from Jackie Rob-
inson to Sandy Koufax 
to Clayton Kershaw 
capture our imagina-
tions.

A tear trickles down 
my face as I wonder if 
God has as nice a voice 
as Vin Scully does.

Hey,” the Diva says 
to me. “There’s no cry-
ing in baseball.”

Father said if his sister 
Aunt Freda, from Chica-
go, ever sent anything we 
could use, there would be 
two moons in the sky. Silk 
pyjamas for Father who 
slept in his underwear, a 
radio you had to plug into 
a socket in the wall and 
we had no electricity, and 
a whole box of candles, 
no one could figure out 
what we would use them 
for. 

And now, Mr. Briscoe 
phoned to say an odd 
shaped box had just ar-
rived from Aunt Freda, 
who Mr. Briscoe knew 
well, since he went to 
school with her before 
she moved away from 
Northcote. He was chuck-
ling, Father said, on the 
phone. Well, I didn’t care 

what it was. Anything 
coming into the house 
we didn’t have to buy was 
excitement enough. 

Everett hitched up the 
buggy and off he went to 
bring home this mysteri-
ous box which came all 
the way from Chicago. 
Aunt Freda wasn’t much 
for wrapping either. The 
whole box was wrapped 
in Chicago newspapers 
and tied with heavy cord, 
and when Everett put 
it on the table, we dis-
tinctly heard a bell go 
off, and something rattle 

like there was a bunch of 
loose cutlery inside. 

Inside, and wrapped 
in more Chicago news-
papers, was something 
I had seen in my friend 
Joyce’s house...it was a 
cuckoo clock! And before 
Father could take it out 
of its box, a bird flew out 
of a little hole, opened 
its mouth, and went 
“cuckoo,cuckoo”. 

The instructions that 
came with it said it was 
an eight-day clock, and 
Everett, smart as he was, 
said that’s why it was still 
running...Aunt Freda had 
given it a good wind-up 
before she sent it off. 

Father sat and looked 
at it for a full five minutes. 

“Where in tarnation 
are we going to hang 

that?” he asked. 
Mother looked over 

at the old CPR clock 
that hung beside the ice 
box, and had been there, 
Father said, when his 
mother and father built 
the house. Well, Father 
said, we certainly didn’t 
need two clocks in the 
kitchen, so he went over 
to the wall and took down 
the CPR clock, and with 
Everett’s help, managed 
to put up the new clock 
which came all the way 
from Chicago. 

I nearly jumped out 
of my skin, when within 
minutes, out came the 
little bird again, and this 
time, three bells went off, 
telling us it was now three 
o’clock in the afternoon. 
I couldn’t fathom such 

cleverness and couldn’t 
wait to tell everyone at 
the Northcote School on 
Monday what our rich 
aunt from Chicago had 
sent us. 

All through supper, 
and on into the evening, 
the cuckoo clock’s little 
bird came out every half 
hour and on the hour, 
and I could see Father 
wasn’t too happy with 
Aunt Freda’s surprise 
gift. But I thought it was 
wonderful…imagine - a 
cuckoo clock just like my 
little friend Joyce had in 
her much nicer, and big-
ger house! 

Well, all was well until 
we climbed into bed, 
lamps were blown out, 
and we had settled down 
for the night. But the 

clock had other ideas...
and every half hour, and 
every hour, out came 
the little bird, it chirped, 
and the bells rang. Father 
said the next morning, 
the noise as he called it, 
could be heard all the 
way over to the Opeongo 
road! 

Before Father had his 
breakfast, he went into 
the parlour and brought 
out the old CPR clock 
that had spent the night 
on the horse-hair settee. 
It didn’t take him long 
to make the switch. It 
took several days for the 
cuckoo clog to run down, 
and when it finally did, 
Mother took it upstairs 
and packed it away in the 
trunk that held Father’s 
silk pyjamas.

What a beautiful long 
weekend we just had! I 
hope you were all able 
to get out and enjoy a 
little bit of the sun while 
it was shining, getting 
gardening done, or even 
just sitting on the deck 
soaking in the rays. 

It was a little differ-
ent than it normally is, 
we normally pack up 
and make the seven-
hour drive to Meaford, 
where we visit with 
my husband’s great-
grandmother and other 
family in that area. We 
were able to chat with 

them via Facebook, so 
that’ll have to do this 
year. 

Instead of making 
that trip, we used the 
weekend to work on 
the next big update 
to the funny farm. My 
husband would like to 
build himself a shop for 

all of his toys, but before 
that can happen, some 
other buildings on the 
property need to come 
down so it can go up. 

These buildings in-
clude the horse pen, the 
chicken coop and the 
goat’s quarters. These 
were all meant to be 
temporary, and it’s time 
to start moving them 
around. The first step is 
to take down where the 
horses and the goat are 
currently housed. So we 
needed to find them a 
new field with a new 
shelter. 

My husband, being 
the jack of all trades 
that he is, came up with 
a plan, marked it all out 
and set to work on this 
project. We’re lucky to 
have family who can 
drill holes for posts, and 
that happened first. The 
holes were drilled, and 
the posts were dropped 
down inside, and then 
the corners were re-
inforced, and it was 
ready for fencing. The 
fence was pretty well 
done by the end of the 
day on Saturday. 

On Sunday, we head-

ed up to Brockville to 
gather all of the sup-
plies that we would 
need to build the shel-
ter to go along with the 
new fence. The rest of 
the day was spent get-
ting the posts in the 
ground straight and 
getting the frame of the 
shelter up. 

By Monday after-
noon, the shelter was 
as complete as it can be 
for now (we need to tear 
some tin off the other 
buildings to put on the 
roof and look into what 
will go on the sides) 

and it was time to let 
the mini horses test out 
their new home. They 
have more room and a 
whole lot more grass in 
this new place, and they 
seemed to really like it 
right away. 

There’s still some 
work to do, including 
getting a new spot all 
set up for Gilbert the 
goat, but it has come so 
far in just one weekend. 
Props to my husband 
on the amazing job he’s 
doing! So many exciting 
upgrades to the funny 
farm to come. 

Is God’s voice as soothing as Vin Scully’s?

Cuckoo clock and silk pyjamas

More updates happening on the funny farm
My  

generation

Kirsha 
Hutchcroft

FROM THE OTHER 

SIDE
Jeffrey Morris

WALKER HOUSE

NEWS
Susan Vallom

COUNCIL

CORNER
Mayor Suzanne Dodge

THE NOT SO

NEW GUY
Tim Ruhnke

BLAKE’S

TAKES
Blake McKim

Mary Cook

MEMORIES 
OF 

YESTERDAY
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Auction owners face pandemic changes with ingenuity
By Veronica Burchell

SPENCERVILLE – 
While some businesses 
are facing a shortage of 
stock and materials to 
work with, Lyndon Mar-
shall has a warehouse 
which is “filled to the 
gills”. But for them, that 
presents a different kind 
of problem.

Marshall and his wife 
Tabitha operate a popular 
auction business based 
in Spencerville, located 
on County Road 21 just 
west of the village. They 
recently switched to an 
online style of business 
to accommodate their 
customers, who are still 
both buying and selling.

“We are still set up in 
the auction house for the 

March 15 sale which was 
scheduled,” says Tabitha. 
“That’s all around the 
outside of the hall and 
everything else has been 
moved into the middle 
and is filling up fast.”

The ‘everything else’ 
includes sale items from 
people with which they 
had previous contracts. 
As Mrs. Marshall points 
out, the pandemic has not 
prevented people from 
selling homes or moving 
if they had already made 
arrangements to do so 
before the March provin-
cial shutdown of services.

“People who agreed 
to move still have to 
move; people we had 
contracted with weren’t 
planning on having to 
store these items; we are 

literally filled to the gills.”
The Marshalls had 

previously been thinking 
about offering an online 
auction as an addition to 
their business, but didn’t 
expect to have to do it in 
such a rush. For them, 
there is more to doing 
that than simply turning 
on the computer and log-
ging in.

“Most people don’t 
realize there are only a 
few platforms for online 
auctions, and the ones al-
ready set up are fairly ex-
pensive. High Bid is one, 
which is actually an ‘um-
brella’ site, meaning it’s a 
service we would sign up 
for and pay a fee to use.”

The Marshalls were 
also concerned that 
they would lose their 

own unique flavor and 
personality by working 
through an already-es-
tablished platform. Mar-
shall’s Auctions is well 
known in Eastern On-
tario and their sales hall 
is a second home to hun-
dreds of auction fans and 
collectors; they have both 
new and regular custom-
ers at each sale.

To retain their well-
known style and not be-
come part of a corpor-
ate machine, Lyndon sat 
down and designed their 
new site himself, from 
scratch. It is an addition 
to the same webpage 
they have always had, 
complete with the fam-
iliar picture of himself 
standing beside an an-
tique gas pump.

Tabitha admits they 
have faced some prob-
lems working through 
that process. She asks 
people to be patient with 
the “small glitches” they 
may encounter while bid-
ding. But to date she has 
received no complaints, 
only praise and support 
for trying to adapt and 
change with the current 
situation.

The couple has no idea 
when they will be able to 
return to offering a regu-
lar auction, complete 
with wall-to-wall people 
on a Sunday afternoon, 
a full snack bar and a 
chance to look at the ob-
jects up close. Even when 
they are allowed to open, 
it will have to be in a new 
and socially acceptable 

format.
“One person suggested 

that Lyndon auction from 
the porch (of the auction 
hall) while people sit in 
their cars and honk to 
make bids,” she says with 
a smile. But she also adds 
none of us can see into 
the future and it may well 
come to that.

“We are trying like 
so many others, to stay 
positive. The phone is 
still ringing for sales and 
we love our business 
and the people we deal 
with, so we will continue 
looking at ways to keep 
doing what we do,” she 
says. “No one asked to be 
spring-boarded into this 
situation, and we are all 
just taking it one day at a 
time.”

I don’t fish. Being 
completely honest, I 
am somewhat squeam-
ish. Fish guts, entrails, 
intestines and mer-
cury-laden filets aren’t 
really something I do. 
When I want to go fish-
ing or hunting, I just 
head on over to the 
Independent and bag 
me some hamburger 
or hook me a salmon. I 
might even lasso some 
broccoli while I am 
there for that token 
gesture at eating some-
thing green that isn’t 
pistacchio ice cream. 
Does lime yogurt 
count? It’s greenish.

While I don’t fish, 
other people do, and 
many of them are fish-
ing practically on my 
doorstep at Galop Can-
al. I don’t mind. Fish-
er people tend to be 
quiet. Yes, I did not use 
the word ‘fishermen’ 

because there is the oc-
casional fisher woman, 
but for the most part it 
is fishermen; the lesser 
sex.

There is one particu-
lar spot across from 
my deck that is quite 
popular. It is a tiny spit 
of township land by 
a cutout to the main 
river.  Recently I saw 
what I think was a man 
in a red jacket who had 
brought a chair and 
was sitting in the set-
ting sun with his pole 
in the water, motion-
less like the rocks he 
sat on. Fishing. I had 
dinner. The man in the 
red jacket sat motion-
less. Fishing. I watched 

some Netflix, my new 
COVID-era career. The 
man in the red jacket 
sat motionless. Fishing. 
I went to bed. I got up 
and even though it was 
dark, I could see from 
his red jacket glowing 
from his flashlight. The 
man in the red jacket 
still sat motionless. 
Fishing. Even though 
it was fast approaching 
the middle of the night.

He was not alone. In 
the dark of night, I could 
see running lights from 
little runabouts that 
shone, bobbing in the 
silent blackness of the 
St. Lawrence River at 
Galop Canal.

On and off through 
the day I would glance 
at the fisherman in the 
red jacket. I am sure he 
must have moved in 
the time he was there; 
I just never saw him 
do it.  It must be a Zen 

experience; one that I 
probably could not ap-
preciate. It reminded 
me of the blue heron. 
There is one on the 
other spit across from 
me and I watch it with 
fascination. Like the 
fisherman, the blue 
heron seldom moves, 
and when it does, it 
is in slow, lanky steps 
that almost look like 
a cartoon. Keep on 
truckin’ - for those who 
are ancient like me and 
knows that reference.

I wondered what 
the fisherman thought 
about all day and all 
night, and you can’t tell 
me he wasn’t thinking 
of anything, because 
it takes discipline and 
training to think of 
nothing. Nothing is the 
hardest thing to think 
about. Think about it. 
How can you think of 
nothing? As soon as 

you start thinking of 
nothing, you are think-
ing of something. I 
know, I know. It’s com-
plicated.

Back to the fisher-
man in the red jacket. I 
was in awe of him be-
ing able to sit still that 
long. He looked like 
the kind of person who 
could fly to Australia 
cramped in a middle 
seat for 22 hours and 
not be bothered, while 
I would have to be in-
stitutionalized. 

I have never been to 
Australia. 

In the past weeks I 
have retreated more 
into my head than 
usual. Many people 
have, I believe.  We visit 
those little places in 
our head that perhaps 
we have not visited 
for some time; those 
places where we store 
our dreams and aspir-

ations, and it never 
hurts to revisit that 
from time to time. 

How are we doing? 
Maybe those are the 
places the fisherman 
visits in the middle of 
the night, sitting on the 
river’s edge motion-
less, in a red jacket. It 
is incredibly peaceful. 
Maybe the fisherman 
visits those places in 
his mind, and it makes 
me suspect he could 
very well be think-
ing of his dreams and 
aspirations, and then 
it dawned on me that 
perhaps a dream and 
aspiration of his is to 
be able to sit motion-
less in a red jacket. 
Fishing. And I acknow-
ledge while he is able 
to sit still for hours, I 
have a hard time sitting 
still for a few minutes. 

Maybe I should take 
up fishing.

Hook, line and sinker
You’ve 

got to be 
kidding

William Lower
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PROJECT

In your own words, send us 
a good news story about a 

person or a local business or 
organization who went above 
and beyond to help someone.

Each week we’ll choose a 
winner and publish their 
story and photo in the 

South Grenville Journal 
and on Facebook

Email your personally written story 
of 300 words or less with a photo to 

bia@prescott.ca by Friday 5 pm 
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 The Downtown Prescott BIA, 
Town of Prescott and the 
South Grenville Journal
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By Veronica Burchell

NORTH AUGUSTA - 
They say it takes a village 
to raise a child; it may 
also take a tightly-knit 
group of rural residents to 
raise a sense of peace in a 
chaotic world.

Grenham’s General 
Store in North Augusta is 
using a calm, common 
sense approach to the re-
cent bad news circulating 
the globe. No long lines 
or rationing here - just 
getting on with the busi-
ness of doing business in 
troubled times.

“Yes, we have seen 
some downturn in busi-
ness, but we are here and 
we are open,” says Lisa 
Grenham, a life-long resi-
dent of Augusta Town-
ship. “We are a close com-
munity and people have 
been great - I understand 
folks going into the city 
to stock up, especially 
seniors - but most of our 
people have been sup-
portive”.

Calling the store 
“pretty much a one-man 
show”, she has seen a 
harder time getting sup-
plies. Bread is a com-
modity missing from the 
shelves right now - calls 
to their usual supplier 
have gone unanswered 
for three days. Ditto for 
cheese. They usually deal 
with St. Albert’s near the 
Quebec/Ontario border, 
but at least they took her 
call.

“They are short on 
delivery people,” she ex-
plains. “As soon as they 
solve that I’m sure we will 
have stock again.”

Meanwhile they still 
have plenty of essentials: 
potatoes, gasoline, milk 
and cold cuts. People were 
stopping by last Thursday 
to fill up vehicles and pick 
up lunch. No sandwiches, 
but french fries and a cold 
drink went a long way to-
ward appeasement.

And yes, they do have 
toilet paper.

“Folks out here didn’t 
wipe out our stock,” says 
her spouse Jason Phil-
ips, smiling at his own 
pun. They bought what 
they needed and thought 
about others’ needs too.”

The enterprising 
couple bought the store 
five years ago - it was 
known far and wide as 
Finucan’s General Store 
for about 60 years be-
fore that - and they have 
definitely put their own, 

unique brand on it.
As one of just a few 

surviving country stores, 
you can still buy rub-
ber boots and bird seed 
just an aisle away from 
canned vegetables and 
laundry soap. The ar-
rival of a shiny pizza 
oven two years ago re-
sulted in a new influx 
of business. It’s the kind 
of place where people 
stop after making a Sat-
urday dump run to grab 
a sandwich and a bag of 
milk and catch up on the 
news.

But lately, the news 
has not been so good. 
The people who do 
come in are apt to stay 
a little longer and talk a 
little more. Usually a hub 
of local news, this little 
store now sees shoppers 
discussing global issues 
like government eco-
nomic stabilization and 
scientific breakthroughs 
in microbiology.

Grenham and Phil-
ips are quick to say they 
don’t think rural resi-
dents are any less anx-
ious about weathering 
the storm of COVID-19 

- they just believe that 
people outside of big cit-
ies and towns are more 
used to living within 
their means and dealing 
with what life throws at 
them.

With no employment 
insurance to fall back on 
and the fact they can’t 
afford to self-isolate 
and close the store, the 
couple says they prob-
ably wouldn’t anyway. 
They believe life in a 
rural area is all about 
coping with adversity as 
an everyday occurrence.

“Think about farm-
ers - they’ve always had 
to work around weath-
er, illness, taxation and 
other pressures,” says 
Grenham. “Maybe out 
here we are just a little 

more responsible for 
ourselves and aware 
of our neighbours and 
their troubles. 

 “Out here everyone 

is a friend or relative; 
we are here for them 
and will stay open - we 
don’t forget about our 
neighbours just because 

of hard times. If any-
thing, we band together 
even more to make sure 
everybody is safe and 
looked after.”

Country store practices common sense approach to Coronavirus

Community spirit at work: Lisa Grenham stands behind the counter with her partner Jason Philips backing her up. The couple intend to stay the course 
and keep their North Augusta store open throughout the COVID-19 crisis. JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL
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Signs of the season: this cheerful Easter tree is intended to bring a smile to residents and those driving by. It is located in 
Spencerville, near the entrance to the fairgrounds.                   JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

We are all feeling helpless right now in varying 
degrees, and that condition leaves us fear-filled.  
Though illness may attack us physically, the men-
tal toll that it takes can infect us and be equally 
devastating; robbing us of true quality of life.  We 
are too ready to give ourselves short shrift, not 
realizing and recognizing the incredible strengths 
and gifts that lie within each of us. They are ours 
to direct in healing ways, and when shared self-
lessly and generously, our simple positive actions 
and sacrifices combined can grow into a powerful 
force indeed!    When the waves of anxiety buffet 
our little boats, then let’s take courage as we head 
into the wind, with our prayers manning the oars, 
hope as our sail, and the love of family of friends 
as our companions, helping to pull us onwards 
towards the light that will surely shine again.

The Light Will 
Shine Again

A poem by Edie Batstone

The Light Will Shine Again

The clouds will part
And the sun will shine,

We’ll lift our voices
In song sublime,
A healing breeze 

Will dry our tears,
A loving God

Will calm our fears, 
And we’ll come out stronger 

On the other side;

We’ll gift each other
With grateful smiles

For the parts we played
To ease the trials

Of friends and neighbours,
Those in need,
Each sacrifice

A precious seed;
And we’ll come out kinder

On the other side;

We will dance once more,
Hold each other tight,

And we’ll walk once more
Our steps in light, 
The earth will sigh
And begin to heal

As we give our thanks
With grateful zeal;

And we’ll come out wiser
On the other side.

When 911 needs 911
Those who follow my 

ramblings in the paper 
may recall that there 
have been a couple of 
times when my car has 
become stuck in mud, 
buried in snow, or driv-
ing itself across a farm-
er’s field after I pushed it 
out of a slushy, slippery 
spot by myself, but with-
out making it back into 
the car before it went on 
its Harry Potter-esque 
journey.

I live on the river and 
in spring with runoff, 
our yard is mushy. That’s 
my excuse.

I also live alone, 
which is fine most of the 
time, except when you 
need someone else’s 
opinion besides your 
own about something 
- and that something is 
often healthcare related. 

Given what is going 
on, this is not a time to 
get sick. Healthcare is 
otherwise busy right 
now.

Well, I got sick. Real-

ly sick. A sick I was not 
familiar with, which in-
cluded some breathing 
challenges, and I called 
911 (which in hindsight 
I should not have done). 
I was unaware that you 
are to try and call one of 
the healthcare provider 
numbers before 911. 
Duly noted.

The ambulance did 
not take long to get to 
me. However, they did 
have a problem. They 
got stuck in the mud in 
my yard. This meant a 
second ambulance. So 
now there was a team 
of four paramedics, one 
patient and one oper-
ational ambulance and 
one ambulance mired 
in muck. 911 needed a 
little 911.

They wired me for 

sound with little sensors 
stuck to various touch 
points on my body to 
get a read of my vitals. In 
a matter of seconds they 
confirm I am still alive. 
I throw up to confirm I 
am still sick. The para-
medic said, “I don’t like 
the look of your vomit. 
I think you should get 
checked out.” 

 I find the whole bio-
logical thing of being 
human messy. Under-
neath a thin layer of eas-
ily torn skin, we are just 
a combobulated collec-
tion of gooey parts and 
assorted fluids all work-
ing in harmony except 
sometimes - like now.

To get to the hospital, 
we needed the second 
ambulance, and to get 
to that ambulance, we 
had to walk. I didn’t 
want to walk, I wanted 
to crawl.

At the ambulance, I 
was placed on a gurney, 
slid into the back and 
off we went.  I did not 

see the commercial tow 
truck retrieve the impo-
tent ambulance, left just 
sitting there in the mud 
being of no use to any-
one. But I did see the tire 
tracks the tow truck left 
all across our property. 

When you arrive at 
the hospital by ambu-
lance, you are tended 
to right away, but in this 
case it would not have 
made much difference, 
because the emergency 
waiting room was emp-
ty. That is what hap-
pened in Toronto dur-
ing SARS. People did not 
want to go to the hospi-
tal because hospitals are 
where sick people go.

Seeing the inside of 
the hospital where our 
healthcare profession-
als are treating patients, 
some of whom could be 
carrying the virus, all 
while trying to adhere 
to new safety protocols 
is something to behold. 
I look at them and I re-
member we lost a doc-

tor and a nurse to SARS 
and I am humbled by 
these professionals who 
put their life on the front 
line and miraculously 
still manage to have a 
smile or two on their 
faces.

They took blood, got an 
EKG read and hooked me 
up to a saline solution to 
hydrate me.

When the doctor came 
back some time later it 
was to inform me I had a 
virus but not that virus.  

“You’ll feel sick for a 
couple of days.”

“That’s it? Two days? I 
cause all this trouble and 
expense to our health-
care system and I am only 
going to be sick for two 
days?” Now I didn’t just 
feel sick. I also felt embar-
rassed.

But sick I was. 
After posting about the 

ambulance up to its axle 
on a community Facebook 
page, I had several of-
fers to bring me anything 
I needed from the gro-

cery or drug store. These 
are people I know only 
through Facebook. These 
are people who make me 
thankful for a thing called 
community, here in Ed-
wardsburgh Cardinal. So, 
thanks to Karie and others 
like Gina who offered, I 
was delivered essential 
grocery items. 

As amusing as it is 
to have an ambulance 
stuck in mud, I am 
conscious of having 
used precious health-
care resources that 
night. These are lim-
ited resources.  And our 
healthcare workers are 
our last line of defense. 
If we lose them, it is 
game over.

Our healthcare work-
ers need our support 
right now.  And our 
support means follow-
ing the health officials’ 
guidelines. To be can-
did, I have not always 
been one to follow in-
structions. But I am 
now.

You’ve 
got to be 
kidding

William Lower
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Barbara Eleanor (Copeland) 
Cheesman, 81, formerly of 
Johnstown, Ontario passed away 
at St. Joseph’s Continuing Care in 
Cornwall on Friday, May 8, 2020.

Barb was born in Cornwall, Ontario 
on April 19, 1939 and grew up on 
the Copeland Farm along the banks 
of Gray’s Creek and the St Lawrence 
River.

Barb graduated from the Cornwall 
General Hospital School of Nursing 
in 1960.  She worked in the 
operating room at the Cornwall 
General Hospital and then North 
York Branson in Toronto until her 
retirement.  She was a kind, caring 
and compassionate nurse who in 
1983 invented and obtained a 

patent for “Countway” which was 
a system used in operating rooms to 
handle and count soiled sponges and 
determine blood loss.

She enjoyed horseback riding and 
played softball for the CGH team.

When Barb retired, she moved 
to Johnstown, Ontario where she 
enjoyed time with family and 
friends; gardening and caring for 
lost and injured animals (cats, birds 
and rabbits) that she found on and 
around her waterfront property.  Barb 
was a proud member of the Prescott 
Tennis Club.  She loved to get out 
on the court daily, even traveling 
to Potsdam, NY with friends in the 
winter so they could play indoors.

Barb travelled to many places 
throughout her lifetime including 
North America, Europe and parts of 
Asia.

Barb is survived by and will be 
greatly missed by her children Karen 
(Butch) Moore and Scott (Lisa) 
Cheesman.  Her loving grandchildren 
Adam (Kelsey) MacDonald, Kaitlyn 
(Scott Joly) MacDonald, Derek 
(Natasha) MacDonald, Taylor 
Cheesman, Ben (Roxanne) Moore 

and Ted Moore as well as her much 
loved great grandchildren Rhys, 
Charlie, Scotlyn, Lachlan and Adelyn.  
Barb is also survived by her former 
spouse Fred Cheesman.  She will be 
fondly remembered by family, friends 
and all who knew her.

Barb is predeceased by her parents 
George Copeland and Dorothy 
(Harrington) Copeland-Brydges; her 
brother Don Copeland; brother-in-law 
Daryle Cheesman and sisters-in-law 
Margot Copeland, Gert Cheesman 
and Grace Cheesman.

A memorial service will take place 
at a later date when we are able 
to get together again to celebrate 
Barb’s life with family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations in Barb’s honour would 
be greatly appreciated to either St 
Joseph’s Continuing Care in Cornwall 
or the CHEO Foundation. Funeral 
arrangements entrusted to Brownlee 
Funeral Home MacDougall Chapel 
Ingleside 1-613-537-8376.

Barbara Eleanor Cheesman (Copeland) 
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Contractor Pays Cash for Prop-
erty in Need of Repair or renova-
tion. Free evaluation on request. 
Call Gerry Hudson, 613-449-
1668, Sales Representative; Re-
max Rise Executives Brokerage.
May 20

Buyer waiting for multi-unit 
business income property, or 
multi-unit residential (apart-
ment house) – for Cash. Call 
Gerry Hudson, 613-449-1668, 
Sales Representative; Remax 
Rise Executives Brokerage.
May 20

Premium price – for waterfront 
property, cottage or home. Call 
Gerry Hudson, 613-449-1668, 
Sales Representative; Remax 
Rise Executives Brokerage. 
May 20
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will be closed until further notice!

Check our Website for 
upcoming Online Auctions

Rideau 
Auctions Inc.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Interim Director of Operations (Non-Union) 

We invite you to become a part of our vibrant 
municipal team in Prescott, the historic Fort Town on the 
St. Lawrence River with convenient access to Ottawa, 
Montreal, and Toronto.
Reporting to the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO), 

the Interim Director of Operations is responsible for the 
management of the Town’s infrastructure, developing 
long-term policies and procedures, implementing 
capital projects approved by Council, providing advice 
and technical guidance to Council and the CAO.

The ideal candidate will possess the following education 
and qualifications:

policies and guidelines relating to municipal operations 
and infrastructure

and a salary commensurate with your qualifications.

A job description for this position 
can be accessed at www.prescott.ca

Please email your detailed resume and covering 
letter, in confidence, by the closing date to: hr@
prescott.ca. Please indicate competition number 

04-2020 in the subject heading.

Closing date:  Thursday, May 28th, 2020 at 4:30 p.m.

We thank all applicants for their interest, but only those selected for 
an interview will be contacted.  In accordance with the Municipal 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, personal infor-
mation is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act and will 
be used only for candidate selection.  Accommodations are avail-

able, upon request, to support applicants with disabilities throughout 
the recruitment process.

Passed away peacefully at Wellington 
House, Prescott, on Thursday May 
7, 2020 in her 85th year. Beloved 

wife of the late Gordon King. Dear 
mother of Randy (Carol) of Pickering, 
Greg (Ardell) , Kelly (Chris) of and 
daughter in-law Shelly. Loving nana 
of Jane, Lisa, Micheal, Joel, Jessie, 
Jordon, Brooke (Mitch) and Megan. 
Great nana of Danika, Jaxson, Lukas, 
Liam and Baylie. Dear sister of Richard 
(June) Byrd, Ernest Byrd, Garry Byrd 
(Marian), Shirley Lavery, Gail Smith 
(Bernie) and Marilyn Beach (Norman). 
Predeceased by sisters Betty (Ray) and 
Suzanne, her sister in law Peggy and 
brother in law Perry. 

In keeping with Yvonne’s wishes 
a graveside service will be held at 
a later date. Interment to follow in 
Roselawn Memorial Gardens 2451 
County Rd. 15 Box 44 Maitland, 
ON.. Send flowers, place a donation 
to Alzheimer’s Society or share a 
special memory of Yvonne at www.
mackayfuneralhome.com

KING, YVONNE ANNETTA “BONNIE” (BYRD)

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then 

you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will 
have you hooked from 
the moment you square 
off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are 

formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 
through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. 
Each number can appear 
only once in each row, 
column and box. You can 
figure out the order in 
which the numbers will 
appear by using the num-
eric clues already provid-
ed in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the 
easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle! Puzzle solution on page 7
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ENTERTAINMENT
It’s in the game

I recently suited up 
in an all-black outfit 
festooned with blue 
sensors, donned a hel-
met with three cameras 
attached, and acted a 
small part in an (shhh…) 
upcoming game for 
Ubisoft. A few years ear-
lier, I acted in Assassin’s 
Creed Syndicate with A-
team actors eager to take 
part in this new technol-
ogy and the best-paid 
gig in town. Personally, it 
was a dream come true.

I first became inter-

ested in video games 
when my father sat me 
down in front of a golf 
game in 1969. It was 
driven by processors 
that took up two large 
rooms. Then in 1982, the 
first computer arrived in 
our home, its software 

on a cassette tape. Soon I 
was playing The Hobbit, 
which was a simple text-
driven game. For a time, 
I played all my games on 
my PC, which tended to 
be frustrating in those 
early, always-crashing 
days of computer his-
tory. I forever bonded 
with my half-brother 
playing the latest FIFA 
title over ten years. Half-
Life was the only game I 
completed in its entirety. 
Now I’m on an Xbox One 
and playing Odyssey, 

which teaches me about 
Ancient Greek culture 
while testing my hand-
eye coordination.

On the Ubisoft set, we 
clambered over boxes 
pretending they were 
trains, carriages, horses, 
rooftops, while those 
sensors recorded our 
movements to map onto 
a computer screen. For 
actors, motion capture 
is a cross between film 
and physical theatre act-
ing, allowing them to tap 
into childhood imagina-

tion. The studio’s a hap-
py, creative atmosphere. 
Even at lunchtime, the 
crew come together to 
play retro computer 
games.

Ultimately, video 
games can transport you 
into another world built 
by hugely talented crea-
tive artists. If—like eve-
rything in life—there is 
a balance with the other 
demands on your time, 
then this can only be 
beneficial in our current 
pandemic world.

Proudly Serving 
PreScott and area

OWNERSHIP

Dining Room CLoseD
Delivery only

186 King St. W. Prescott     613-925-0174 

Behind  
The CurTain 

Richard 
Willis

Local entertainer loses sight, gains fans
By Conan de Vries

He was just a teenager 
when he started learning 
how to play guitar, and it 
was only a few years ago 
he really learned how to 
sing, but what endears 
Ryan James to audiences 
is something that can’t 
be taught. 

“When I’m on stage, 
I get comfortable,” he 
says. “It’s like I’m home.” 

James will often kick 
off his shoes and settle in 
as if he were sitting in his 
living room, engaging 
his audience as if they 
were guests in his home. 
There is certainly noth-
ing pretentious about 
the musician, whether

he’s on stage or off, 
and it’s that authenti-
city that comes out in 
his performances and 
which has made him 
a hit with local audi-
ences. Someone watch-
ing James on stage 
really gets to know him. 
His performances are 
shot through with his 
forceful personality 
and he thrives on mak-
ing a connection with 
the people who come 
out to see him, both 
through his music and 
his repartee. 

“There’s more ban-
ter than music some-
times,” he says. 

He is a unique indi-
vidual, and an equally 
unique performer. Even 
the way he holds his 
guitar is unusual. 

“Everybody thinks I 
play this way because 
I’m blind,” he says. 

Indeed, James lost 
his eyesight about six 
years ago, due to glau-
coma caused by a life-
long autoimmune con-
dition. But it was an 
arm injury, and not his 
blindness, that forced 

him to concoct a dif-
ferent posture for his 
guitar, which is nestled 
between his knees and 
shoved far to the left 
so he can get a proper 
angle on the strings. 

“I had to develop a 
unique style of play-
ing,” he says. 

It has certainly 
worked out. James has 
earned himself a loyal 
following on the local 
live music scene, and is 
a reliable draw when he 
performs at area pubs, 
festivals and commun-
ity events. He often 
takes the stage by him-
self, but performs fre-
quently as part of a duo 
as well, teamed up with 
guitarist Mark Lloyd. 
Sometimes, the pair is 
also joined by drum-
mer David Glen Leslie, 
and the trio takes the 
stage as the Ryan James 
Band. 

Whether he’s alone 
or with friends, though, 
James’ shows always 
feature a boisterous 
mix of alternative rock 
combined with a few 
choice 80s tunes and 

select songs from other 
genres that have ap-
pealed to the performer 
for one reason or an-
other. 

“I’m a 90s kid,” he 
says. “I always say 
everybody’s favourite 
style is whatever was 
playing when they were 
in high school.”

He plays both acous-
tic guitar and electric 
and alters his approach 
to the songs depending 
on who, if anyone, is on 
stage with him, noting 
that a solo performance 
can sound quite differ-
ent than a show by the 
Ryan James Band. 

James’ vocal style 
has often been likened 
to that of J.R. Richards, 
the lead singer of 90s 
alternative rock band 
Dishwalla, some of 
whose hits have found 
their way onto James 
setlist. James voice and 
style didn’t come natur-
ally to him, though. He 
had to work at it. 

It was way back 
when he was 14 years 
old that he first no-
ticed his brother play-

ing guitar and learning 
the classical approach. 
James thought the in-
strument not without 
interest, and picked it 
up. Little did he know 
as he dragged his hand 
across the strings just 
how important the in-
strument would come 
to be to him. 

“I haven’t put it down 
since,” he says. 

For most of his life, 
playing the guitar was 
more than enough for 
him. Perhaps he’d sing 
occasionally for his own 
amusement, but the 
guitar was really all he 
needed. Several years 
ago, though, it occurred 
to him that he might be 
able to say even more 
with his music, and he 
set about practicing his 
vocals. 

“I just kept trying and 
trying. I’d keep learning 
different styles of songs 
and listening to the way 
they were singing and 
try to do what they were 
doing,” says James. 

Again, it worked out 
well. 

Guy Lauzon  
613-330-6060

www.lauzontentrentals.ca

LAuzon TenT renTALs
Tents • Chairs • Tables • Tablecloths 
• Dance Floors • Tent Flooring • BBQs

James continues on page 17
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When should you change your windshield wipers?
Before choosing your 

blades, it’s important to 
know if and when you 
need to actually change 
them. There are certain 
signs that indicate when 
they’ve had their time. 
Firstly, wiper blades last 
for approximately 6 to 12 
months if used properly. 
If you write down the 
date of your purchase, 
then you can easily gauge 
when they are due. Un-
fortunately, sometimes it 
is easy to forget to write 
down things since you 

live a very busy life. So, 
here are some clues as to 
when you need to change 
your blades:

• The wipers spread 
water or ice instead of 
removing it completely 
which reduces visibility 
when it rains or snows;

• The wipers don’t 
reach all the sections of 
the windshield;

• They make a strange 
noise when wiping the 
windshield;

• The rubber on the 
blades is cracked or dam-

aged;
• The wipers leave an 

oily residue or scratches 
on the glass.

What not to do with 
your windshield wipers

If your wipers aren’t 
working properly after 
only a couple of months, 
you should make sure 
you are taking proper 
care of them and that 
you aren’t making any of 
these common mistakes:

• You should regularly 
check their state to make 

sure there is not dirt or 
damage and wipe them 
often with a clean and 
humid cloth.

• Don’t turn on your 
wipers if your windshield 
is dry, it can scratch the 
glass and the motor will 
be used for nothing.

• If there’s been a heavy 
snowfall, don’t use your 
wipers to remove the 
snow on the windshield. 
Remove the snow with a 
snow brush. The snow is 
too heavy for the delicate 
wipers which means you 

can really damage them if 
you force them to remove 
the heavy snow.

• Don’t lift your wipers 
for long periods of time, 
it will affect the efficiency 
of the wiper pressure on 
the glass.

Whichever type of 
wiper blade you choose, 
remember to think of 
what type of environ-
ment you encounter 
daily. If you drive a lot 
and can often be caught 
in extreme weather 
conditions, then you 

should probably choose 
a more robust model. If 
you don’t drive a lot, are 
looking for a more eco-
nomical choice and you 
live somewhere with the 
same kind of temper-
ature all year round, then 
the more conventional 
ones should fit with your 
driving style.

Just remember to take 
good care of your blades 
and to look for any visual 
signs that they need to be 
changed before you drive 
in unsafe conditions.

WHEELS

www.boneyard.ca
613-657-4857

Cash for sCrap VehiCles

This Week’s Ride Be it a flawlessly restored classic, a 
rusty wreck lost in the woods or  
your daily ride to work, we want 

to see your summer wheels!

with the season drawing near, the south Grenville 
Journal  welcomes readers to send  in a photo of 

their summer ride. send your ride photos to 
joe@evansprinting.ca.

Kimberley Filion bought this beauty for her 
husband’s (Dean) 60th birthday. It is a 2006 Ford 
Mustang SE. It was pimped nicely by the previous 

owner, sporting a 6 cylinder-4 liter-263 horsepower.

Dean had owned a 1976 Ford Mustang-Cobra, 
Indianapolis 500 Lap car when they married 

38 years ago. When the children came, the 
car went. He spent all his free time looking at 
Mustangs online, but he had other priorities. 
Kimberley was really excited to gift him this.

DEan’S DrEaM CoME truE

2006 Ford Mustang SE

Then he started posting some of those 
practice sessions to Facebook, just to get 
some idea of what people thought of him. 
All the comments were positive, mostly 
from friends and acquaintances, but the 
postings attracted the attention of someone 
else as well, someone who would become a 
very important person in James’ life. 

It was Bobby Orr, the organizer of 
Brockville’s annual Ribfest, one of the lar-
gest community events in this region. He 
thought James would be a great addition to 
the event’s musical line up and offered him 
what would be his first official public gig. 
That was 2016, and James has played Ribfest 
every year since. He still counts it as one of 
his favourite venues and continues to hold 
its organizer in very high esteem. 

“Without knowing it, he has been like a 
big brother to me, mentoring me with my 
music through the years,” says James. “I look 
up to that guy a lot.”

James is also most grateful to several lo-
cal publicans who continue to give him the 
opportunity to reach an audience, as he ap-
pears frequently at several places around 
Brockville, including the Georgian Dragon, 
Spitfire Cafe, Barley Mow and Richard’s Cafe. 

It was at the Keystorm Pub, though, that 
James had one of his more important per-
formances. And it wasn’t even his own show.  
It was an open mic night, when he was just 
starting out. He figured he’d get up and try a 
song in front of what he realized was a fan-
tastic group of musicians, and it was there 
that he first came to befriend his frequent 

musical collaborators – Lloyd and Leslie – 
as well as multi-instrumentalist and singer 
Amanda Keeley. 

“It’s a good place,” says James of the 
Keystorm. “It’s always 
packed, and it’s al-
ways full of music.” 

No doubt one of 
his most memorable 
performances was a 
couple years ago at the 
1000 Islands Regatta, 
where he opened for 
the acclaimed Can-
adian hard-rock band 
The Trews in front of a 
massive crowd of en-
thusiastic fans. 

“That was pretty 
big for me,” remem-
bers James. “I was 
just solo on this giant 
stage, just me and 
my guitar before this 
huge band came on.”

Most of the time, 
when James gets up 
on stage, it’s to cover 
songs by other artists, big time rock bands 
and their well-known music, and that’s al-
ways been and continues to be something 
he loves to do, but he also writes his own 
material. James was only 16 years old when 
he grew a little tired for a time of practicing 
other people’s songs and thought he might 
try writing one of his own. He’s been writing 

ever since.
Some of his original material can be 

found on Spotify and on Apple Music, in-
cluding a mini-album called ‘Sole’ that fea-

tures two tracks from 
an upcoming full-
length release that 
as yet does not have 
a title. Many of the 
songs are finished, 
though. He’s been 
working on the album 
for about a year, and 
suspects it will take 
about as long to com-
plete it. 

The record is being 
produced at The Pow-
der Room in Brock-
ville by Randy Orr, 
well-known as one 
half of the renowned 
local band Healy 
and Orr, and while 
it’s a solo album, it 
will have a full band 
sound and will feature 
the talents of a host 

of local musicians, such as Mark Bergman 
and others of James’ colleagues in the local 
music scene. 

“There’s a lot of talent in this town that 
people don’t know about,” says James. 

Like his setlists, James’ album is to be 
a blend of genres and styles. Fans will see 
hints of Moist and Imagine Dragons, along 

with confident combinations of  hard rock, 
alternative and even some folk. 

“The song I’m working on right now 
sounds like a mash between the Imagine 
Dragons and Pink Floyd,” says James. 

All the songs on the album, indeed all 
the songs he writes, are personal and mean-
ingful to James, which is why fans are less 
likely to hear them performed live. James 
admits to being a little more shy playing his 
own material in front of an audience. It’s 
likely also why, when composing a song, the 
music comes rather more easily to him than 
do the lyrics.

He will occasionally slip an original song 
into his setlist during a live performance, 
just to see what fans think, but when fans 
will next get the chance to see a live per-
formance by James or by any other local 
artist is up in the air at present due to the 
global coronavirus pandemic and the re-
sultant shutdown of all the music venues in 
the region. 

There is one performance, though, that 
James hopes not to miss. One day, while 
he was playing in the  backyard, a neigh-
bour asked if the speakers might be turned 
so that he could hear the songs better, and 
since then James has picked a day in the 
summer to bring the full band to his back-
yard and put on a proper performance for 
the neighbourhood, something he hopes to 
do again this season. 

“Every now and then I like to take it out-
side so they can hear it nice and clear and to 
give them a good show and say thanks.”

James continues from page 16

Local musician Ryan James is a master at 
delivering knockout covers of some of the 
best of 90s alternative rock.  

Submitted photo



By Conan de Vries

Anyone who has ever 
been bitten by a tick now 
has the opportunity to 
contribute to the research 
into tickborne diseases 
and perhaps make pos-
sible better treatments for 
those afflicted. 

“Ideally, this could 
be something that im-
proves the care of people 
who have been bitten by 
ticks,” says Queen’s Uni-
versity Masters student 
Emilie Norris-Roozmon. 

Norris-Roozmon has 
devised an online survey 
that she hopes will col-
lect a large number of 
responses over the next 
several months and give 
her and her colleagues a 
better understanding of 
a very important public 
health issue. 

The survey seeks to 
reveal all the different 
ways tickborne illness-
es, Lyme disease chief 
among them, manifest 
in infected patients. Nor-
ris-Roozmon hopes the 
survey will identify the 
panoply of symptoms 
that can accompany tick-
borne diseases and make 
it possible to discern pat-
terns in the presentation 
of symptoms. 

“I’m going to be look-
ing at clusters of symp-
toms to try to determine 
if there are syndromes,” 
she says. 

The survey will also 
ask respondents if they 
sought medical care fol-
lowing a tick bite and if so 
will inquire as to the type 
of treatment received and 
the overall quality of care. 
Together, the two lines of 
questioning may expand 
on what is already known 
about the clinical pres-
entation of Lyme disease 
and other tickborne ill-
nesses and reveal ways 
in which the healthcare 
system can better care for 
patients. 

Norris-Roozmon is 
clear that the survey is 
also open to people who 
did not experience any 
symptoms from a tick 
bite or who have not been 
diagnosed or treated for 
any tickborne illness. 
Anybody who has been 
bitten by a tick, regard-
less of the outcome, is en-
couraged to take part. 

“For those who have 
been bitten by a tick but 
have demonstrated no 
symptoms, they can serve 
as a control in this analy-
sis as well,” she says. 

N o r r i s - R o o z m o n’s 
project is part of a lar-
ger research program by 
the Canadian Lyme Dis-
ease Research Network 
and is being conducted 
under the supervision of 
Queen’s researchers Dr. 
Robert Colautti and Dr. 
Rylan Egan. 

“Together we are look-
ing forward to being able 
to provide an opportun-

ity to patients to address 
the gaps that exist with 
tickborne illnesses,” says 
Norris-Roozmon. 

As warmer weather ap-
proaches and pandemic 
restrictions begin to lift, 
more and more people 
will be spending time out-
doors and the incidence 
of tickborne illness will 
rise. May is also National 
Lyme Disease Awareness 
Month, which makes it a 
perfect time to get people 
thinking about the risks 
associated with tick bites. 

Ticks can carry both 
viruses and bacteria and 
a tick bite can cause a 
variety of different in-
fections, among them 
anaplasmosis, Powassan 
disease, Rocky Mountain 
Spotted Fever, and babe-
siosis. The most preva-
lent, though, is Lyme dis-
ease. There are about 40 
different species of tick 
in Ontario, but luckily 
only a few are capable of 
transmitting Lyme, which 
is caused by a bacteria 
called Borrelia burgdor-
feri. 

Among tick species, 
it is the deer tick that is 
most often implicated in 
the spread of Lyme dis-
ease. The deer tick is red 
with a big black dot on its 
back and is about the size 
of a poppy seed. Its bite 
is painless, so quite often 
people aren’t even aware 
they have been bitten. 
The creature remains at-
tached to a person’s skin 
too, partly burrowed be-
neath the skin’s surface 
for a time, and the length 
of time the tick remains 
attached is a factor in the 
likelihood that it trans-
mits a pathogen. 

Of course, not all deer 
ticks carry the Lyme bac-
teria. Across the province, 
the contagion is found in 
only about 20 percent of 
the arachnids; however, 
in this region, the per-
centage is around 40 per-
cent. 

“If you’ve been bitten 
by a tick, the first thing 
you should do is go visit 
your doctor,” says Norris-
Roozmon, adding that it 
may sometimes be pos-
sible for a person to re-
move and save the tick, in 
which case a doctor can 
then send the specimen 
off for examination. 

In 2018, there were 
1,487 cases of Lyme dis-
ease in Canada, of which 
624 were in Ontario. Most 
cases of Lyme disease 
occur in either Ontario 
or Quebec. Scientists 
studying the disease say 
its incidence is rising, 
due both to better aware-
ness among doctors, and 
thus fewer undiagnosed 
cases, and changes in 
tick distribution, which 
is said to result from cli-
mate change. However, 
the number of cases in 
both Canada and Ontario 
dropped considerably be-

tween 2017 and 2018 after 
many years of consistent 
increases. 

There are three differ-
ent stages of Lyme dis-
ease. The first is Early 
Localized disease, which 
presents within a few days 
of infection. The symp-
toms, however, can be 
diffuse and mild and may 
resemble a cold or flu. It is 
commonly believed that 
a rash, particularly a dis-
tinct red bullseye rash, is 
the telltale sign of Lyme, 
but only about 30 percent 
of those infected with the 
Lyme bacteria develop 
any rash and less than 
ten percent a rash of the 
bullseye variety. Some-
times, there are no symp-
toms at all. 

Left untreated, the in-
fection then evolves into 
what is called Early Dis-
seminated disease, usu-
ally within a few weeks. 
At this point, symptoms 
are more obvious. At both 
stages, most patients are 
easily cured with a round 
of antibiotics and can ex-
pect a complete and rap-
id recovery. Sometimes 
more than one round of 
antibiotic is required. 

That is why prompt 
diagnosis is so important 
and why the misdiagnosis 
of Lyme disease remains 
such a significant prob-
lem. When the infection 
is in its earliest stages, 
diagnostic tests for Lyme 
disease are hit and miss, 
with false negative results 
occurring in up to 50 per-
cent of cases, and quite 
frequently cases of Lyme 
disease are diagnosed 
clinically on the basis of 
symptoms alone, which 
can sometimes be diffi-
cult to interpret. 

“That’s very danger-
ous because you might 
have a doctor who doesn’t 
want to put a patient on 
antibiotic therapy,” says 
Norris-Roozmon. 

The problem is com-
pounded by the fact 
that Canada’s healthcare 
system lags behind its 
American and European 
counterparts in its hand-
ling of potential cases of 
Lyme disease, and Can-
adian patients are fre-
quently misdiagnosed. 
Accounts of people having 
to visit numerous doctors 
and wait interminably for 
specialist consultations 
before finding a phys-
ician who will tweak to 
their true diagnosis are 
commonplace.“There 
are a lot of people who, 
unfortunately, feel their 
voices have not been 
heard,” says Norris-Rooz-
mon. “They feel that they 
have had inadequate care 
and have had to fight to 
be able to get treatment.”

Lyme disease was 
first identified in Lyme, 
Connecticut in the mid 
1970s, and the Canadian 
medical community long 
considered the disease to 

be confined south of the 
border. 

“When Lyme first ap-
peared in Canada, in the 
regions bordering the US, 
doctors first thought it’s 
not possible for it to be 
here because it’s not en-
demic in the region,” says 
Norris-Roozmon. 

Prompt diagnosis is a 
critical issue in the treat-
ment of Lyme disease, 
for if antibiotic therapy 
is not initiated within the 
first few months, ideally 
the first few days, of in-
fection, then the disease 
can evolve into Late Dis-
seminated disease, at 
which point the symp-
toms are more wide-
spread, more severe and 
the infection trickier to 
treat. The onset of Late 
Disseminated disease 
normally occurs after 
six months of untreated 
infection, though it can 
be a year or more before 
symptoms present them-
selves. 

However, even at this 
stage, antibiotic treat-
ment can still be curative, 
though the drugs are nor-
mally administered intra-
venously or intramuscu-
larly. That said, the risk 
of complications and the 
potential for  the failure of 
standard antibiotic treat-
ment are much greater 
if the infection is left un-
treated for so long a time. 

Some aspects of Lyme 
disease are surrounded 
by a great deal of con-
troversy and research 
is often hotly debated. 
Particularly contentious 
is the concept of Post 
Treatment Lyme Disease 
(PTLD), which shares 
some affinity with, but 
isn’t the same thing as 
Late Disseminated dis-
ease. It’s also sometimes 
labeled Chronic Lyme 
Disease or Post Treatment 
Lyme Disease Syndrome. 

In about 10-20 percent 
of cases, even sometimes 
when treatment has been 
administered early on, 
antibiotic treatment fails 
to quell the symptoms or 
the progression of Lyme 
disease. This is a particu-
lar risk if the disease is 
allowed to evolve into a 
Late Disseminated case. 

The symptoms of PTLD 
can crop up months and 
sometimes years after an 
infection appears to have 
been cured by antibiotic 
therapy, and while these 
late-emerging symp-
toms can sometimes go 
away on their own, some 
people have persistent 
and worsening complica-
tions that can come to in-
volve multiple organ sys-
tems, including the brain 
and nervous system, and 
lead to a debilitating out-
come. 

However, despite the 
conflict within the med-
ical field and the research 
community, as well as 
between patients, pa-

tient advocacy groups 
and doctors, significant 
progress is being made, 
and the Queen’s Univer-
sity project is but one 
sign that a greater appre-
ciation for the complexity 
of Lyme disease is gaining 
traction in the scientific 
community. 

“It’s a new approach to 
looking at tickborne ill-
ness,” says Norris-Rooz-
mon. “Our overall goal is 
to understand tickborne 
disease more broadly and 
to do our best to mitigate 
misdiagnosis and under-
diagnosis of this terrible 
disease.”

Lyme disease is at-
tracting more and more 
research, and as research-
ers learn more about the 
pathophysiology of Lyme 
disease, particularly in 
its chronic form, poten-
tial treatments are get-
ting more sophisticated 
as well. There have al-
ready been some signifi-
cant strides in identify-
ing the mechanisms that 
underlie persistent or 
late-emerging symptoms, 
in the treatment of Lyme 
both early and late, and 
in the diagnosis of the in-
fection. Norris-Roozmon 
hopes to contribute to 
these strides with the sur-
vey. 

“If we understand the 
symptoms early on, per-
haps we can be better at 
diagnosing Lyme and co-
infections,” says Norris-
Roozmon. 

Co-infections can 
sometimes complicate 
the treatment of Lyme 
disease, since there’s no 
guarantee that a tick will 
be so parsimonious as to 
pass on only one infec-

tion when it bites a per-
son. 

“It’s possible to have 
polymicrobial infection 
as well,” says Norris-
Roozmon. “If you are just 
treating Lyme, you may 
not be addressing the co-
infections as well.”

The survey features 
multiple choice questions 
but also open questions 
that will give respondents 
the opportunity to pro-
vide details about their 
experience. Anybody 18 
years of age or over is in-
vited to participate in the 
survey, and it doesn’t mat-
ter how long ago the tick 
bite occurred. The more 
responses the survey col-
lects, the more compel-
ling will be the conclu-
sions that can be drawn 
from the results and the 
more the research might 
be used to inform patient 
care. 

“This is their oppor-
tunity to be able to bridge 
that gap. We want to in-
clude them in the care 
they are getting. We want 
to understand what the 
pitfalls are and where we 
need to improve, and we 
want to understand their 
specific experience,” says 
Norris-Roozmon. “It’s an 
opportunity for people 
who have been bitten by 
a tick to inform scientists 
and healthcare practi-
tioners of who is getting 
bitten, to what extent and 
in which locations.”

The survey can be 
found at bit.ly/Tick-Sur-
vey, and anybody with 
questions about the sur-
vey or about the research 
project is invited to con-
tact Norris-Roozmon at 
14enr2@queensu.ca. 
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3506 Coons Road, Brockville
613-345-6977 1-855-MYTILES

www.tiletechflooring.com
SALES & SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8:00-5:30 • SAT 9:00-3:00

Survey hopes to aid research into tickborne illnesses

An adult female deer tick can spread Lyme disease and a 
host of other tickborne illnesses. Submitted photo
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Johnstown ontario

137 CommerCe Drive        www.prysmiangroup.Com

416 Dibble St. W. Prescott

Ph. 613-925-3404 

 Fax 613-925-5028

Licensed Operator - 1652692 Ontario Inc. o/a

MACKAY FUNERAL HOME
PRESCOTT CHAPEL

 www.mackayfuneralhome.com
“Where Family Comes First”

Tim MacKaY, 
Managing Director

235 Water Street West
Suite 304 P.O. Box 2149

Prescott, ON K0E 1T0
(613) 925-3535
Fax: (613) 925-3020

Email: info@wapc.ca

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT

RobeRt S. WalkeR, CPa, Ca

(613) 258-3282
(F)(613) 258-4391

Enjoy Canada day!

2-4 Industrial Rd.
Kemptville, ONKemptville, ON                   (613) 258-3282

Prescott, ON                 (613) 925-3535
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Enjoy Canada day!
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

IS CURRENTLY SEEKING A 

YARDPERSON/TRUCKDRIVER

This position is available immediately

This self motivated individual should possess the

following qualifications:

-Knowledge of building materials

-A valid drivers licence with a clean

driving record

-Customer satisfaction oriented

-Work  well with others

A DZ licence and a Forklift certificate

would be an asset but not mandatory. 

Salary based on experience.

Please forward resume to:

PRESCOTT BUILDING CENTRE

2700 Edward St. Prescott ON 

We thank all applicants, however only those selected for an interview will be

contacted

Your Neighbourhood Renovation Centre
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2700 Edward St. N., Prescott • 613-925-5665
Open Mon. - Fri 7:30 - 5:30; Sat. 8 - 4; Sunday Closed 
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Open Mon. - Fri 7:30 - 5:30; Sat. 8 - 4; Sunday Closed 

Your Neighbourhood Renovation Centre

ACE

rrs TM

2700 Edward St. N., Prescott • 613-925-5665
Open Mon. - Fri 7:30 - 5:30; Sat. 8 - 4; Sunday Closed 

• Excavating • Grading 
• Landscaping

197 Water St. Suite 304, Prescott
613-925-3428

This May, during MS 
Awareness Month, Canadians 

are taking extraordinary 
actions to support people 

affected by MS. Whether you 
walk, run, bake, game, craft,  
share or donate – however 

you choose to act, know that

 MS AwAreneSS Month

LeeDS GrenVILLe ChAPter 
102-51 King St East, PO Box 815 Brockville, ON

1-613-342-6396
info.leeds@mssociety.ca 

WHAT IS #WECHALLENGEMS?

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN?

• This MS Awareness Month, we launch #WeChallengeMS, a nationwide 
movement where people can turn their ordinary hobbies into extraordinary 
actions. Whether you choose to tackle a fitness challenge, live stream a 
video game, or host a virtual social event, by registering your hobby as a 
fundraiser on wechallengems.ca, you can support Canadians affected by MS 
while practicing physical distancing. 

• The current health crisis has impacted all Canadians, and for those affected 
by MS, it’s another uncertain and unpredictable concern on top of an 
already challenging disease. By joining the #WeChallengeMS movement and 
coming together as a community, we can help reduce social isolation and 
loneliness for people feeling alone during this unprecedented time, while 
working to provide information, resources, and support programs for people 
affected by MS. 

• #WeChallengeMS will culminate on May 24, where we will connect virtually 
as a community and rally behind the tens of thousands of Canadians 
affected by MS. During a live stream broadcast, we will hear from members 
of the MS community about what we can accomplish by coming together 
in support of people affected by MS. On this day, we encourage you to 
share your #WeChallengeMS initiative on social media, using the hashtag 
#WeChallengeMS.

1. Register for a #WeChallengeMS fundraiser! Whether you create, stream, 
write, game, craft, bake, walk, cycle, or run, turn your ordinary hobbies 
into extraordinary acts. Register today on the #WeChallengeMS website – 
wechallengems.ca. 

2. Share your #WeChallengeMS initiative online using the hashtag 
#WeChallengeMS. 

3. Use our sample social media posts and assets in this toolkit to support the 
campaign and raise awareness to your personal networks!  

4. Reshare content posted on the MS Society’s Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter.

# W E C H A L L E N G E M S
WHAT IS #WECHALLENGEMS?

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN?

• This MS Awareness Month, we launch #WeChallengeMS, a nationwide 
movement where people can turn their ordinary hobbies into extraordinary 
actions. Whether you choose to tackle a fitness challenge, live stream a 
video game, or host a virtual social event, by registering your hobby as a 
fundraiser on wechallengems.ca, you can support Canadians affected by MS 
while practicing physical distancing. 

• The current health crisis has impacted all Canadians, and for those affected 
by MS, it’s another uncertain and unpredictable concern on top of an 
already challenging disease. By joining the #WeChallengeMS movement and 
coming together as a community, we can help reduce social isolation and 
loneliness for people feeling alone during this unprecedented time, while 
working to provide information, resources, and support programs for people 
affected by MS. 

• #WeChallengeMS will culminate on May 24, where we will connect virtually 
as a community and rally behind the tens of thousands of Canadians 
affected by MS. During a live stream broadcast, we will hear from members 
of the MS community about what we can accomplish by coming together 
in support of people affected by MS. On this day, we encourage you to 
share your #WeChallengeMS initiative on social media, using the hashtag 
#WeChallengeMS.

1. Register for a #WeChallengeMS fundraiser! Whether you create, stream, 
write, game, craft, bake, walk, cycle, or run, turn your ordinary hobbies 
into extraordinary acts. Register today on the #WeChallengeMS website – 
wechallengems.ca. 

2. Share your #WeChallengeMS initiative online using the hashtag 
#WeChallengeMS. 

3. Use our sample social media posts and assets in this toolkit to support the 
campaign and raise awareness to your personal networks!  

4. Reshare content posted on the MS Society’s Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter.

# W E C H A L L E N G E M S

#WeChallengeMS together
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Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Wear a face covering when 
physical distancing is a challenge

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical distancing.
 Stay two metres away from others2 m

Wash hands thoroughly and often

As businesses begin to reopen, we all need to 
continue our e�orts to protect each other.

We’re Making a 
Di�erence to Keep 
Each Other Safe from 
COVID-19
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