
      Prescott, Ontario                              $1.00 HST Included     Vol. 1, No. 10                                      Wednesday, March 25, 2020                 Local subscription rate $36/year (HST included)

PM# 43733559

 www.southgrenvillejournal.ca

��������	
������������	��������	
��������������������	
��������

�	���	
������	�������	�����������
�	�����	���
	������������	������������ ���������	��


��������������


����������	
���������
����������
�
����
��������������������		���������������������
�����������

2nd Location NOW OPEN 
110 Centre Drive

Tim Hortons Prescott 925 Edward St. North

2700 EDWARD STREET, PRESCOTT 
925-2222

crossingsroadandtrail.com

NEVER MOW YOUR LAWN AGAINO OU GO OUU GGG
Let us show you how you can have a perfectly 

maintained lawn without lifting a fingergg

BOOK NOW FOR SPRING INSTALLATION

Fighting on the front lines! 
South Grenville Food Bank employees and volunteers are stepping up to help those in need. L-r: Larry, Bonnie, Sally, Sharon, and Linda. JOURNAL PHOTO/FRASER

Community comes together to combat COVID-19!
More stories of local hope and humanity inside this week’s Journal

While many of are under quarantine or practicing 
social distancing, the dedicated volunteers at the South 

Grenville Food Bank are working overtime. These unpaid 
individuals are out each day helping to keep many 

families safe and secure. During this time of global and 
local turmoil and uncertainty, more than ever, they 

deserve our praise and gratitude. Thank you for helping 
those of us who are in need of it the most.

We are here to help!
www.southgrenvillechamber.ca

Today’s Star of the Week 
brought to you by:

SG 
Food Bank 
Volunteers

Chamber of Commerce

SouthGrenvilleSouthGrenville

South 
Grenville 

Star of the 
Week is...  If you would like to nominate someone for Star of the Week, email 

kate@evansprinting.ca or fill out the nomination form at  
www.southgrenvillejournal.ca



PRESCOTT - After 
monitoring of the in-
creasing impacts of 
COVID-19 on the Town 
of Prescott, careful con-
sideration has led May-
or Brett Todd to declare 
a municipal State of 
Emergency in accord-
ance with the Emer-
gency Management and 
Civil Protection Act, at 
1:00 p.m. on Monday, 
March 23, 2020. 

Declaring an emer-
gency affords the Town 
of Prescott additional 
powers to protect the 
health and safety of all 
individuals, families, 
businesses, and the vul-
nerable populations we 
serve. 

“I am very proud of 
the number of Pres-
cott residents that 
have been taking the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
seriously and are prac-
ticing social distancing 

and isolation as neces-
sary, and just staying 
home” said Mayor Brett 
Todd. “But I am con-
cerned about the min-
ority of citizens who are 
not following guidelines 
to flatten the curve and 
stop the spread. I am 
also concerned about 
the impact to us as a 
regional hub and as a 
border community now 
that we have significant 
numbers of travellers 
returning home to Can-
ada. I am making this 
declaration not to fur-
ther any sense of alarm 
but as a rallying call to 
show all residents in 
Prescott and the region 
that we are doing all we 
can for health and se-
curity during this chal-
lenging time. Take care 
everyone and do all you 
can to look after one 
another as we are all in 
this together.” 

The Town of Pres-
cott is working hard 
to protect the health 
and safety of all mem-
bers of the commun-
ity. This decision is the 
latest step taken by the 
Town of Prescott in pre-
venting the spread of 
COVID-19. Declaring a 
State of Emergency is an 
important measure in 
supporting the Province 
of Ontario and the Min-
istry of Health in facing 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. A State of Emergency 
was declared for the fol-
lowing reasons: 

• To raise public 
awareness regarding the 
severity of the current 
pandemic situation; 

• To preserve the 
rights of the Town of 
Prescott for future sup-
port should it become 
available;

 • To ensure the or-
ganization can quickly 

respond to other un-
foreseen events, as re-
quired. 

Residents are not re-
quired to take any ac-
tion in response to the 
declaration of a State of 
Emergency. Residents 
are encouraged to do 
the following: 

• Check official re-
sources for COVID-19 
updates (bottom of this 
page); 

• Practice social dis-
tancing to help control 
the spread of the virus;

 • Follow recom-
mended measures to 
control the spread of 
the virus (such as wash-
ing hands frequently). 

This declaration does 
not mean that busi-
nesses in the Town of 
Prescott must close. The 
decision to stay open is 
up to individual busi-
ness owners and/or 
higher levels of govern-

ment. Many businesses 
in Prescott are doing a 
commendable job in 
taking precautions to 
prevent the spread of 
the disease whilst con-
tinuing to serve our 
community. 

Town of Prescott Mu-
nicipal Emergency Con-
trol Group continues to 
meet regularly to review 
and update precautions 
regarding COVID-19. 
All essential municipal 
operations and services 
continue to function 
and operate. The Town 
of Prescott will continue 
to monitor the ongoing 
situation and update 
the public accordingly. 

There continues to 
be no identified cases 
reported in Leeds-Gren-
ville-Lanark, however 
there are cases on our 
border, and it is be-
lieved that community 
spread is taking place. 

If you are experiencing 
any symptoms, please 
make use of the Ontario 
Self-Assessment Tool, 
telephone 1-866-797-
0000, or contact the lo-
cal public health unit. 

In order to keep up to 
date with official infor-
mation, please refer to 
the following sources: 

Leeds, Grenville and 
Lanark District Public 
Health: https://health-
unit.org/coronavirus/ 

Ontario Ministry of 
Health: https://www.
ontario.ca/page/2019-
novel-coronavirus 

Ontario COVID-19 
Self-Assessment Tool: 
https://www.ontario.
ca/page/2019-novel-
coronavirus 

Health Canada: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . c a n -
a d a . c a / e n / p u b l i c -
h e a l t h / s e r v i c e s /
diseases/coronavirus-
diseasecovid-19.html 

Workers and busi-
nesses hurt by the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
may be eligible for part 
of the $82 billion aid 
package announced 
Wednesday by Prime 
Minister Justin Tru-
deau, which includes 
$27 billion in direct 
support for those strug-
gling to find work or 
care for family mem-
bers.

The package, now 
before Parliament, 
stands to adjust the 
rules on who qualifies 
for Employment Insur-
ance (EI), and includes 
two emergency benefits 
for those who don’t.

The emergency bene-
fits aren’t yet available, 
but the government has 
released guidelines on 
who can apply, and how 
much relief Canadians 
can expect. Here’s how 
they’ll work.

Who qualifies for EI?
Whether you qualify 

for EI will still depend 
on your specific situa-
tion, such as regional 
rate of employment, 
and the number of 
hours worked in the 
last 52 weeks. The gov-
ernment recommends 
people apply as soon 
as possible to find out 
if they qualify; waiting 
more than four weeks 
after your last day of 
work means you could 
lose access to those 
benefits. 

To receive regular EI, 
you must have lost your 
job through no fault 

of your own, includ-
ing lay-offs. EI sickness 
benefits include being 
unable to work because 
of illness or quarantine. 
Under Wednesday’s 
changes, the one-week 
waiting period for sick-
ness benefits will be 
removed for those who 
have been told to self-
isolate or quarantine, 
meaning applicants 
can be paid for the first 
week of their claim. 

If approved, the max-
imum amount paid out 
for EI is $573 a week. 

How do I apply?
Applicants usually 

need a medical certifi-
cate along with records 
of employment, though 
the new rules allow 
quarantined work-
ers to apply without 
the former. If you can’t 
apply because you are 
quarantined, you can 
also file for EI sickness 
benefits later and have 
the claim backdated.

To apply for EI bene-
fits, you can visit the 

website. Afterwards, 
you can apply to have 
the one-week waiting 
period waived by call-
ing the government’s 
toll-free number at 
1-833-381-2725, or tele-
typewriter at 1-800-
529-3742.

It is also possible to 
apply in person at a 
Service Canada office, 
though those who are 
experiencing symp-
toms, or are in self-iso-
lation or quarantine are 
instructed not to visit. 

What if I don’t qualify 
for EI?

The federal aid pack-
age also includes the 
Emergency Care Bene-
fit and the Emergency 
Support Benefit.

The Emergency Care 
Benefit provides up to 
$900 every two weeks 
for up to 15 weeks, 
to those affected by 
COVID-19. It’s intend-
ed for those who don’t 
qualify for EI, can’t go 
to work and don’t have 
paid sick leave.

Workers — includ-
ing the self-employed 
— who are quarantined 
or sick with COVID-19 
can apply, as can those 
staying home to take 
care of a family mem-
ber with COVID-19 who 
doesn’t qualify. Parents 
staying home to care 
for children because of 

school closures are also 
covered, and can apply 
whether or not they 
qualify for EI.

The Emergency Sup-
port Benefit will give up 
to $5 billion to workers 
ineligible for EI who 
face unemployment. 
It is intended to be a 
long-term income sup-

port, but the govern-
ment hasn’t yet said 
how much it will pro-
vide, or how long funds 
will be given out.

Both benefit plans 
will be available to apply 
for in April, through the 
CRA website, and a toll-
free number that has 
not yet been shared.
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Part of the Community 
since 1858

Ingredion Plant circa 1970

Town of Prescott declares state of local emergency

How to apply for EI and COVID-19 emergency benefits
Emergency benefits to be made available in April for those who don’t qualify for EI

Visit 
us on
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THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
OF ONTARIANS IS THE GOVERNMENT’S TOP PRIORITY

Since we first learned of COVID-19 as an emerging public health issue, 
Ontario has been diligently monitoring the developing situation to protect 
the health and well-being of all Ontarians.

The government is taking action to ensure readiness and respond to a 
range of outbreak scenarios.

They will continue to work with partners at every level to ensure the  
health and safety of Ontarians remains the top priority.

Information is changing daily, even hourly.
You can access up to date information on COVID-19 and take a self  
assessment at ontario.ca/coronavirus

PROTECTING ONTARIO  
WORKERS AND FAMILIESPlease only visit

an assessment centre
if you have been referred

by a health care
professional.

Contact Telehealth Ontario at  

1-866-797-0000
if you’re experiencing symptoms

ontario.ca/coronavirus

How does the virus spread? 
Coronaviruses are spread mainly from person to  
person through close contact, for example, in a 
household, workplace or health care centre.

There is no vaccine available at the moment to  
protect against the 2019 novel coronavirus.

What are the symptoms? 
If you feel unwell (cough, fever, breathing difficulties), 
contact your health care  provider or Telehealth  
Ontario at 1-866-797-0000.

If you need emergency medical attention you  
should call 911 and mention your travel history  
and symptoms.

PREVENTION
HOW BEST TO PROTECT  
YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY

For local information  
and the latest from the  

Leeds, Grenville & Lanark  
District Health Unit visit  

healthunit.org/coronavirus  
or call 1-800-660-5853.

Wash your hands often with soap and water  
or alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

 
 
 

Cough and sneeze into your sleeve or a tissue.  
Dispose of tissue immediately and wash  
your hands.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
 
 

Keep surfaces clean and disinfected.

Avoid contact with people who are sick.
 
 

STAY HOME if you are sick.

STEVE CLARK, MPP
Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands 
and Rideau Lakes

MY CONSITUENCY OFFICE IS HERE TO HELP DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
Tel. 613-342-9522  • Toll Free: 1-800-267-4408 • Email: info@steveclarkmpp.com • Web: www.steveclarkmpp.com
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Everywhere I go, 
people have been ask-
ing if I’m “the new guy” 
at the South Grenville 
Journal. Well, I am in 
fact a very old repor-
ter who found new 
life with the Journal (I 
should call those Book 
of Records people - is 
there a category for 
the world’s oldest cub 
reporter?).

Actually folks, I 
come from a long line 
of writer types and 
have actually put pen 
to paper before. First 
for the Kingston Whig-
Standard, followed 
by a long stint at the 
Gananoque Reporter. I 
even had a brief, long-
distance fling with the 
Calgary Herald, but 
that was sheer nepo-
tism - my brother was 
the city editor and I 
was out of a job.

Since moving to 
Prescott 23 years ago, 
I have had other jobs 
come and go - car 
cleanup person, res-
taurant kitchen prep, 
and most recently 
(and most memor-
ably) cab driver.

But I always kept 
one hand on my cam-
era so I could dive back 

into the world of news 
at a moment’s notice. 
And I am extremely 
grateful that moment 
came with the Evans/
Martelle leap into pub-
lishing. Kate and com-
pany have given me a 
chance to go back to my 
first love - community 
news. There is nothing 
more fulfilling for me 
than covering council 
meetings, county fairs 
and school plays.  And 
there has always been, 
and will always be, the 
bread and butter of 
any rural newshound: 
giant vegetables.

So while some of my 
other sources are on 
hold due to cancella-
tions and closings, I 
thought it might be a 
good time for us all to 
get to know each other. 
And the best way to 
do that is to invite you 
along with me on a typ-
ical day in the small-
town news business. 
Hence the name of the 

column - Along for the 
ride (love to write, but 
not so great at head-
lines sometimes). So 
get on in my big red 
truck, belt up and hang 
on. Please don’t mind 
the excited spaniel sit-
ting between us - Nella 
just loves a ride in the 
country.

First stop: Gren-
ham’s General Store in 
North Aug usta for a 
sandwich, a diet Coke 
and a chance to talk 
about how COVID-19 
is effecting business. 
Plucky people helping 
hold one community 
together.

Next, a visit to the 
Augusta dump (oops, 
my bad - that’s offi-
cially called a Transfer 
Station as Brad Thake 
keeps reminding me). 
One great thing about 
being a roving repor-
ter- there is usually 
some time for per-
sonal chores between 
interviews and photo 
ops.

Get back in - stop 
looking for “good 
stuff” - we’re heading 
to Spencerville to take 
pictures of Edwards-
burgh-Cardinal Town-
ship workers still hard 

at their usual spring 
duties. It takes more 
than a virus to stop 
these dedicated guys 
and girls from clean-
ing roadsides and 
checking out the new 
potholes winter left 
behind.

We round out our 
day by taking pic-
tures of sap buckets 
hanging on trees near 
Maynard. Today that’s 
more than just a pic-
ture. It’s a sign for all of 
us that ‘hope springs 
eternal’. It’s a reminder 
that life does go on, 
spring will come, and 
given some cooper-
ation, this world will 
sort itself out as it’s 
done so many times 
before.

Fire or flood, pesti-
lence or plague, the 
human race is still 
good at something: 
carrying on. Among 
the sadness of deaths, 
the fear of new out-
breaks and the scari-
ness of “what next”, we 
are still built to sur-
vive.

And nowhere, ab-
solutely nowhere, is 
that spirit of survival 
so deep as in a small 
town. Believe what 

CNN tells you or don’t - 
it really doesn’t matter, 
because rural Ontario 
is going to deal with it. 
There are examples of 
kindness and thought-
fulness all around us.

All we need to do is 
look for them.

Thanks for riding 
along - flag me down 

when you see the big 
red truck going by - and 
know that reporters are 
still out here front-lining 
it and bringing you the 
non-fake news about 
real people in real places.

I guarantee you’ll 
enjoy it - even if there 
are no giant vegetables 
growing yet.

Along for the ride

“Your Neighbourhood 
Renovation Centre”

New Structures, Repairs & Renovations
Plumbing & Electrical Needs

Tools 

2700 Edward St. N., Prescott • 613-925-5665
Open: Mon. - Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat. 9am-2pm; 

Sunday Closed

 Marsden 
McLaughlin 

Funeral Home

Serving your family in 
your time of need

www.marsdenmclaughlin.com

2065 Dundas, Cardinal, ON
613-657-4848

WELL DRILLING
Prescott • Since 1986 Personalized Service

Pump InstallationsFREE ESTIMATES

613-925-4885

Todd or Carl • All Work Guaranteed

Rotary & 
Hammer Drilling

www.
splashwelldrilling.ca

www.brockville.travelplus.ca
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2348 Parkdale Avenue, Brockville ON 613-345-6285 • Toll Free: 1-866-345-0899

 Reg # 3247994

Offering  
Bartending 

Services for your 
Special Events

SMART SERVE certifi ed

Kirsha Hutchcroft
613-802-8532

info@theliquorhutch.ca

ANY SIZE EVENT!
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mcdougallinsurance.com

270 Edward St. Prescott
613-925-5901

For All Your 
Insurance Needs

NOW IN 
IROQUOIS

THOUSAND ISLAND 
HEARING CENTRE  

43 Plaza Drive, 
Iroquois, On

613-652-2281
Locally owned & operated

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTSSophie Cushing B.S.Sc. 
BC-HIS Tinnitus Care Provider

What’s on in South Grenville

• Business Cards 
• Letterheads  

• Envelopes •Invoices
• Brochures  • Flyers  

• Forms  • Folders  
• Calendars • Tickets  
• Programs  • Labels  

•Rack Cards  • Newsletters  613- 925-4265WWW.BONEYARD.CA

SERVING SOUTH GRENVILLE FOR ALMOST 60 YEARS
-Cash for unwanted vehicles
-Great deals on used parts

-Mobile clean up of farm and 
industrial scrap metal
VEHICLE AND SCRAP METAL 

call or text Joe- 613-657-4857
PARTS REQUESTS 

call or text Andrew - 403-404-9129

rrs TM

Due to the global COVID-19 pandemic all events in 
South Grenville have been suspended-stay tuned for updates

ANNOUNCEMENT

For more information about reducing the spread of germs:
Visit healthunit.org or call 1-800-660-5853 x 2499

Protect Yourself 
& Those Around You COVID-19

No need to wear 
a mask if you are 
well & not caring 
for someone who 
has COVID-19

Use alcohol 
based hand 
sanitizer with at 
least 60% 
alcohol

Wash your hands 
often and 
thoroughly with 
soap and warm 
water

Clean and 
disinfect 
frequently 
touched objects 
and surfaces

Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose & 
mouth unless you 
have just cleaned 
your hands

Stay home 
from school or 
work when you 
are sick

Avoid close 
contact with 
people - 
keep at least 
6 ft away

Cover your 
cough or 
sneeze

PASSENGER SEAT
THE

Veronica Burchell



I was casting about 
for a distraction to help 
me through COVID-19 
semi-isolation when I 
hit upon it, something 
I saw in a back issue 
of Sandra Shouldice`s 
Grenville Sentinel, the 
very readable news-
letter from the Grenville 
County Historical Soci-
ety. It was a small item 
that I almost missed the 
first time around.

‘’Prescotant For Sale 
$955,000’’, the head-
line read. The Presco-
tant! Although the word 
was very familiar to 
me, it only came fully 
into focus when I read 
Sandra`s short article 
and referred to Morris-
es’ History of Prescott 
which, if you don`t own 

one, should be avail-
able soon through the 
historical society.

I scanned my own 
columns to remind 
myself that I had men-
tioned the boat twice 
before, both times la-
menting the fact that it 
isn’t in Prescott offering 
river tours and parties. 
But it wasn’t for sale 
then and now it is… 
at a reduced price of 
$800,000! We need that 
piece of Prescott his-
tory back here where 

she belongs!
Still afloat! Wow! The 

Prescotant was a tug 
boat which worked the 
Prescott-Ogdensburg 
rail ferry run just below 
my house on King Street 
East for 40 years before 
being sold off. Commis-
sioned for the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, the 
302-ton Prescotant was 
the first diesel electric 
vessel built in Canada, 
a job completed in 90 
days by Quebec-based 
Davie Shipbuilding.

The new tug was out-
fitted to double as a fire-
boat should the need 

arise, and was capable 
of breaking ice block-
ing winter passage. She 
was decked out in mus-
tard yellow superstruc-
ture and funnel, white 
wheelhouse and life-
boats, along with dark 
green hull and trim.

The water workhorse 
began her career lit-
erally alongside a steel 
barge named for its 
U.S. destination, the 
1,405-ton Ogdensburg; 
the pair ferried railroad 
cars across the St. Law-
rence River until 1970 
when both were acquired 
by Windsor-Detroit Barge 

Lines. In a global first, the 
barge and tug had iden-
tical controls permit-
ting the captain to direct 
the Prescotant from the 
Ogdensburg. The railcar-
hauling tag team was 
shipped out of the route 
it was built for, because 
with traffic volume de-
clining here when the 
U.S. ferry dock burned 
in 1970, owners of the 
service decided to call it 
quits.

It could have been 
game over for the Presco-
tant when she was forced 
to the sidelines in 1989 
following a fire. She was 
headed for the scrapyard, 
but was purchased at the 
eleventh hour granting 
her a whole new lease on 
life, almost like a movie 

where the ugly duckling 
is transformed into a 
swan.

And what a swan she 
is! Now painted white, 
black and blue, the Pres-
cotant resides in Port 
Midland, Ontario and 
has been converted into a 
luxury yacht. All internal 
systems have been retro-
fitted including engine, 
hydraulics and com-
munications systems; the 
salons and staterooms 
are updated and ready to 
enjoy.

Described at boat-
dealers.ca as a ‘’floating 
penthouse’’, it’s time for 
the Prescotant to come 
home. It would be a great 
way this summer to cele-
brate the final gasp of 
COVID-19.
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TOWN HALL CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC

Town Hall is closed to the public effective
Monday, March 16, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.
Staff remain available to residents via

telephone and email.
613-925-2812    admin@prescott.ca

Stay tuned to prescott.ca and official Town
social media for further information and

updates.
Township Office – 613 658-3055,  Recreation Director - 

613-349-9491,  Public Works-613-657-4606, 
Environmental Services- 613-657-3765

www.TWPEC.ca

TOWNSHIP OF
EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL

Community Development  
Committee 

Monday, April 6, 6:30 p.m.
Committee of the Whole 

– Admin & Finance 
Monday, April 13,  6:30 p.m.

Committee of the Whole  
 PW/ES/F 

Monday, April 20, 6:30 p.m.
From time to time, the Mayor meets with advisors and 

consultants for the municipality. Members of Council are 
always welcome to attend these meetings and occasionally 

quorum may be present. The public will be notified that 
the meetings are planned and any information received 

will be reported at regular Council meetings
 

All meetings are open to the public and are held at 
the Township Office in Spencerville unless otherwise 

noted. Please check the municipal website for the most 
current  list of upcoming meetings www.TWPEC.ca

 RecyclingEasy 
All loose cardboard must be  

bundled and all cardboard must be  
no bigger than 26” X 30”

Tips

ASK A REALTOR

HERE ARE TEn THingS A SELLER cAn dO TO 
gET A HOmE REAdy TO SELL

Clean up to shiny perfection and make sure your home smells clean! 
No clutter on the floors, even the floors of the closets. Clutter will make 

a room appear to be smaller than it actually is.
Straighten bookcases, closets and hang each item neatly.
Organize your pantry, line or clean the shelves, and straighten the laun-

dry room.
Make sure you have a good choice of paint colours throughout your 

home. (Do not paint your home white on all walls). It will give you home 
an “institutional look”. A blend of whites, beige’s, tans, grays, is what the 
eyes of buyers prefer.

Do not remove your framed photos. Leave them on the bookcases and 
tables as it gives a cozy family feeling. 

Toys. Leave some of your children’s favourites out along with their 
books. 

Bathrooms, this is huge! They have to be spotless, clean and smelling 
fresh. 

Yard. For some reason, homes having yellow or red flowers in pots or 
near the front porch seem to sell faster. Make sure yard is always mani-
cured as this is the first thing a prospective buyer will see. Create a good 
patio space for entertaining. Make sure to clean patio furniture and have 
fresh flowers in each pot.

Sign up for the next MINI seminar at Walker House.

Prescott’s ugly duckling turned swan for sale

ORILLIA - The Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) wants to ensure everyone is 
aware of how police services are expected 
to respond to the Government of Ontario’s 
recent health emergency declaration 
related to limiting transmission of 
COVID-19.

Although voluntary compliance is 
always preferred, under the Emergency 

Management and Civil Protection 
Act (EMCPA), there are consequences 
for individuals and businesses that 
choose to defy the Act while it is in force. 
Contravening the expert advice provided 
by the Chief Medical Officer of Health to 
close certain businesses and institutions 
and limit gatherings to 50-people or less, 
the Provincial Offences Act (POA) has 

been updated to include three offences to 
be enforced by police, along with set fines 
per offence:

•  Fail to comply  with  an order
 - Part I  Fine of $750 

•Obstructions of Person  
Fine of $1,000

• Corporations  Fine of $500,000
The OPP continues to provide public 

safety services to the communities we 
serve and support the efforts of federal, 
provincial and local health authorities 
during the current situation involving 
COVID-19. We appreciate the public’s 
ongoing support of these measures.

Visit the OPP website news section for 
more information to help limit COVID-19 
transmission.

FAMILY LAW
CIVIL LITIGATION
WILLS & ESTATES

216B PRESCOTT ST   PO BOX 423
KEMPTVILLE, ON   K0G 1J0

pburgerlaw.com

613 713 3371     info@pburgerlaw.com

OPP cracks down to slow spread of COVID-19

By Tom
Van Dusen

A 
New 
View 

Visit us at southgrenvillejournal.ca
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editor’s notebook

This week’s editorial cartoon was submitted by local resident Frank Taker.

The world has changed in the last week. The 
schools are closed, possibly for the year, non-
essential services are preparing 
for a temporary shutdown, and 
we are all living life at a (physical) 
distance.

The most dramatic and terrify-
ing change that we have witnessed 
in the last week is the infection 
tally climb ever steadily upwards. 
Over 1,000 Canadians have now 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
These people could just as easily be our family, 
friends, coworkers, and neighbours. This world-
wide event has shot straight to the hearts and 
minds of all Canadians. We are all afraid, uncer-
tain, and overwhelmed with the gravity of what is 
and what might be yet to come.

As I sat in my newly set up home office Mon-
day morning, surrounded by my three newest 
colleagues (a Chihuahua, a Jack Russell, and an 
Olde English Bulldog cross), working free of usual 
distractions and at a rate of speed and efficiency 
double that of which I usually manage, it occurred 
to me that we all have unending opportunities in 
front of us throughout this pandemic.

In the past week, I have seen countless ex-
amples of people right here in our community 
taking advantage of these opportunities.

I have seen people seize the opportunity to 
empty grocery store shelves and hoard for them-

selves. Yet, I have also seen people hosting events 
online to fundraise for the food bank, and I have 

seen people show up in these 
scary times to donate of what 
they have or volunteer at that 
food bank as well. I have seen 
people offer to pick up essen-
tial items and groceries for 
the elderly and those in self-
isolation.

I have seen people taking 
advantage of our local hospi-

tal by stealing hand sanitizer. On the flip side, I 
have seen a local distillery change operation and 
start pumping out hand sanitizer (raising funds 
for the aforementioned food bank by doing it).

I have seen people taking the opportunity 
to feel sorry for themselves. I have seen people 
complaining of boredom. I have also seen com-
munities come together to take part in socially-
distanced fun and activities. I have watched em-
ployees, employers, and families come together 
to make our new normal work to keep us all 
afloat.

As we all live in a state of limbo, the opportun-
ities will be endless. One thing is certain however 
- we will always have more opportunities. Which 
will you seize?

See you soon South Grenville,
Kate

I count myself as pretty lucky. So far no one I 
know has gotten sick. My fiancée, our dogs, and 
I have food and essentials (and by 
essentials I obviously mean toilet 
paper).

We didn’t panic. We don’t have 
vast stores of things in the house, 
but we have enough to get by for 
a couple of weeks. I would say we 
handled the pressure of the current 
crisis reasonably well.

Pressure is a funny thing. In the absence of 
sports, I’ve taken to watching sports documentar-
ies. It’s been eye-opening to see the individuals 
and personalities behind the names and statistics. 
It has made me dislike the Australian team a lot 
less (I’m British – we do not like Australian sports 
teams!).

What fascinated me most was how much of 
their training dealt with how to cope with ‘pres-
sure’. By the time a sportsman reaches the heights 
of international competition, the skills are usually 
in place. A little fine-tuning here and there, but 
generally they are good at what they do. 

No one prepares them for the pressure of ex-
pectation. It comes from their fans, their team-

mates, and themselves. So often I’ve seen elite 
athletes make schoolboy errors at critical mo-

ments.  All due to the pressure of those 
moments.

It’s not just sports people who face 
pressure. Everyone does almost every 
day. How we deal with it from person 
to person varies massively. One person 
will buy what they need from a store; 
another will buy what they think they 
will need for weeks and weeks because 

they are worried the stores will run out.
I’ve seen so many stories of panic-buying – al-

ways reported negatively. What has gotten lost is 
that there is a person behind that story. That per-
son was reacting to pressure in the best way they 
were able to. 

It would be interesting to hear from these 
people as to why they ‘dropped the ball’ in this 
way; why they reacted how they did. I’m a pretty 
firm believer in the idea that there are very few 
genuinely bad people in the world. Maybe that’s 
naïve of me, but I think that pressure changes 
people. Some are calm, others not so much, but 
they all, in that moment, think they are doing the 
best they can, and that’s all any of us can do.

A time of opportunity

Self-isolation diary…
Day one:
It’s Sunday. Knowing we are going into a work-from-home 

situation, Donna and I make the trip to town for our necessi-
ties of the groceries, gas and prescriptions needed to keep our 
household as healthy as we can. I drop in the office to update 
my portion of the process en route to printing a paper. It is a 
quiet place to be. 

Later in the afternoon, the thermometer in our little home-
made greenhouse (without a heat source) is nearing 30 de-
grees in the bright sun. It feels like spring…makes one forget 
that the country in slowly shutting down.

Day two:
My first official work from home day. 
While I work from home often, it is great to be at home at 

the same time as my spouse is. I commit myself to visiting her 
desk as often as possible.

As I communicate with the graphics team, who are not 
as able to work remotely because the design equipment is 
specific to our office, I feel twinges of guilt (or maybe pride) 
that make me doubt the decision to hole up at home.  After a 
brief inner dialogue, I remind myself that the right thing to 
do is not always the easiest thing to do. I think a lot of Can-
adians are finding this out…as they struggle with not doing 
what they normally do. It would be so simple to just fire up 
the truck and head to town. One little visit can’t hurt. 

Right?
Wrong. 
Stay the hell home. As much as we think we are, we are not 

smarter than the government and the medical community. 
Please…just stay home. 

By mid-morning, I am finding out that Donna is consider-
ably less than eager about company visiting her at her desk 
while she is working than I am.

Outside it is overcast. The greenhouse temperature, now 
not much above freezing, reminds me that spring (like this 
pandemic) is barely getting started. 

Day three:
The ground is covered with snow as I head back into the 

office. 
Isolation is replaced with social distancing as my second 

family and I tap away at keyboards, print mock pages and 
practice our weekly rituals in an effort to make sure that the 
newspaper continues to reach the community. 

And then it is back home…isolated, hopeful and waiting for 
the sun to rise on another day.

joe 
www.joemartelle.com

***

Shout out to Frank Taker for taking me up on my offer and 
providing this week’s editorial cartoon. 

Well played Frank! 
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Following Premier Ford’s 
declaration of a State of 
Emergency March 17, and 
with further announce-
ments March 24 ordering 
the closure of all non-es-
sential businesses, together 
with the Prime Minister’s 
daily briefings carried by 
the national news media, 
it is no longer business as 
usual in Canada. Social 
distance and social isola-
tion are the order of the 
day, and everyone is asked 
by all parties to remain in 
their homes as a means of 
controlling the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus, lest the 
number of new cases over-
whelm the health care sys-
tem as it has done in Italy. 

With the lead and the 
expectations clearly set and 
broadly communicated by 
our provincial and federal 
leaders, it is left to local mu-

nicipal leaders to imple-
ment many of the steps re-
quired.  Following the lead 
of the province to close all 
schools, it was the munici-
pal leaders who closed all 
ice-arenas at the height of 
hockey play-off season and 
all other indoor recreation 
facilities where people tend 
to gather. Social distance is 
the name of the game. 

But while some cities 
are even closing their parks 
and outdoor spaces due to 
stay-at-home folks seeking 
outdoor relief from “cabin-
fever”, the rural areas do not 
suffer from such popula-
tion density and we can still 
find isolated locations to 

walk our dogs while main-
taining social distance from 
others. One-size does not fit 
all, and we are hoping that 
steps taken in cities will not 
be required in rural town-
ships such as Edwards-
burgh Cardinal. 

Nevertheless, we are 
totally focused on the 
COVID-19 emergency, 
and in addition to other 
council/staff decisions and 
because the situation is 
changing so fast, last Friday 
I activated the Township 
Community Emergency 
Control Group (CECG) with 
a 1:00 p.m. meeting in order 
to provide the mayor and 
all department heads with 
a complete and compre-
hensive review of all steps 
taken to date to ensure that 
we are fully in-tune with 
the Premier and the Prime 
Minister. Additionally, the 

Emergency Control Group 
explored other steps which 
might be required, includ-
ing the possibility of having 
the mayor declare a Mu-
nicipal Emergency as pro-
vided by the enabling legis-
lation. After careful review 
of the allowable reasons 
for a municipal declaration 
and in the absence of any 
clear and pressing reasons 
or recommendations to do 
so, I determined that such a 
step was not required at this 
time.

The media release cir-
culated at the end of the 
meeting reviews all the 
steps taken as of last Fri-
day and at the Monday 
evening council meeting 
council approved a resolu-
tion to extend the interim 
tax due deadline of March 
31 to May 31 as a means of 
providing some financial 

relief to those laid-off from 
employment.  In spite of 
this measure, taxes are still 
due and payable and rather 
than allowing the debt to 
accumulate, business and 
personal taxpayers are ad-
vised to call the treasurer 
to arrange a ten month 
payment plan of smaller 
amounts.  

At the county level we 
convened a meeting of the 
County Municipal Emer-
gency Control Group on 
Monday March 23 in or-
der to provide the war-
den, department direc-
tors, fire coordinator, EMS 
chief and the OPP Leeds 
and Grenville detachment 
commanders with a full re-
port on actions taken and 
next likely steps after a full 
briefing, including a ques-
tion and answer session 
with the Medical Officer of 

Health, Dr. Stewart.  A full 
report of the session has 
been released to the press. 

In closing this column, 
I can only urge that every-
one take the steps to stay 
safe and stay healthy by 
practicing social distancing 
and social isolation. It is my 
hope that we will soon have 
the means available for 
more and quicker individ-
ual testing, so governments 
at all levels can get a better 
handle on how this virus is 
spreading. 

I am greatly encour-
aged to learn from a radio 
interview that Spartan Bio-
science, an Ottawa firm, 
has developed an instru-
ment which can read the 
DNA from a mouth swab 
and provide accurate re-
sults in 30 minutes.  Stay 
safe everyone……this too 
shall end…
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Prescott continues work to suppress COVID-19
Stay home.
Sound familiar? Those 

are the same words that I 
used to open last week’s col-
umn. And this is certainly 
a “second verse, same as 
the first” week, where that 
simple but crucial message 
needs to be repeated.

I also have to admit that 
as I write this at just past 
1:00 a.m., at the burned-out 
end of a very long Mon-
day that has now bled into 
Tuesday, I am tempted to 
re-submit last week’s piece 
and finally go to bed.

But I don’t think the Jour-
nal would let me get away 
with that. And there are 
some new developments, of 
course.

Most notably, on Mon-
day morning I declared a 
State of Emergency here in 
Prescott, the first such dec-
laration by a municipality in 
our region. This came after a 
great deal of soul-searching, 
accompanied by discus-
sions with a number of lo-
cal mayors, the Health Unit, 
the OPP, and, of course, 
our own superb Municipal 
Emergency Control Group.

Many reasons went into 
this decision. While I con-
tinue to be very proud of 
how well the vast majority 

of Fort Town residents are 
following guidelines around 
social distancing, quaran-
tining as necessary, and yes, 
staying home whenever 
possible, there is a stub-
born minority who are not 
taking this seriously. We all 
likely know of a house party 
or two this past weekend in 
town.

I am also concerned 
about the influx of vacation-
ers who arrived back in the 
Great White North this past 
week and promptly began 
shopping at local stores in 
both Prescott and Brock-
ville. Too many people ig-
nored the 14-day quaran-
tine directive, parked their 
RVs in our parking lots, and 

headed right into our gro-
cery stores to load up.

Led by Elizabethtown-
Kitley Councillor Tom Lin-
ton, who did an incredible 
job patrolling the WalMart 
and Superstore parking lots 
all day on Sunday, a num-
ber of us worked together 
to stop this dangerous 
practice. I can’t thank Tom 
enough for his efforts, and 
I am also very grateful to 
Minister Steve Clark, Brock-
ville Mayor Jason Baker, the 
Grenville County OPP, the 
Health Unit, and municipal 
staff for responding to my 
requests for assistance in 
both Brockville and in Pres-
cott, where we had travelers 
who should have been iso-

lating themselves walk into 
O’Reilly’s.

So, society as a whole 
needs to do better. A lot 
better. This is a nationwide 
problem. We can now just 
add the RV line up in Brock-
ville to the other shameful 
news clips of packed beach-
es in Vancouver and block-
long queues for the hottest 
new Nintendo game.

The State of Emergency 
lets us do exactly that here 
in Prescott. It affords us 
streamlined decision mak-
ing and the ability to ac-
cess provincial government 
assistance as needed. And 
it also serves a clarion call 
to let residents know how 
seriously we are taking this 

situation. The declaration 
is the ultimate municipal 
statement that the Town of 
Prescott is there for our cit-
izens and fully committed 
to doing all that we can to 
safeguard public health and 
security.

Prescott has always 
burned brightest when 
faced with the gloomiest of 
times, going back two cen-
turies through wars and 
depressions and, yes, even 
pandemics. We will do so 
again. We will emerge from 
this challenge stronger than 
ever by standing together, 
by looking out for one an-
other, and – one more time, 
with feeling – staying the 
hell home.

No longer business as usual

Augusta Township’s Mu-
nicipal Emergency Control 
Group (MECG) met Mon-
day, March 23 to address 
COVID-19 and review its 
action plan with respect 
to the potential for spring 
flooding along the St. Law-
rence River.

Township staff had in-
itially planned to hold a 
public information ses-
sion with respect to the 
potential for another high-
water event along the St. 
Lawrence River. Due to 
the province’s COVID-19 
direction, we will be con-
veying our plan of action 
and information about the 
on-going situation via so-
cial media (the township’s 
website and Facebook 
page), our River Watch re-
leases that are mailed to 
subscribers and by corres-
pondence to previously af-
fected residents (2017 and 
2019) and to those identi-
fied as being potential at 
risk by a 2017 survey con-
ducted by our Fire Service. 
Please consult our website 
for updates. The MECG 
will be meeting weekly or 
earlier as needed to mon-
itor high-water conditions 
and to respond as needed.

Discussions then 
turned to measures to ad-
dress COVID-19 in our Mu-
nicipality.  What immedi-
ately follows is a second 
Media Release in respect of 
COVID-19.  The Media Re-
lease is as follows:

Township of Augusta – 
Action Plan- Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) 

MAYNARD - The Town-
ship of Augusta held a 
second meeting of the 
Municipal Emergency 
Control Group on Mon-
day morning to review our 
COVID-19 action plan. 

The Township of Augus-
ta advises residents that 
all Township buildings, in-
cluding the municipal of-
fice, recreational facilities, 
library, fire department, 
and public works buildings 
will continue to be closed 
to the general public until 
further notice. Municipal 
staff are available by phone 
or email to assist you. 

Pitch-In Day, Amnesty  
Day and Treasure Day have 

been postponed until fur-
ther notice. 

The Waste Transfer Sites 
remain open, with a limit 
of 6-vehicles at a time. Ef-
fective immediately bulky/
construction waste will not 
be accepted. Alternative 
options are currently being 
reviewed. Please continue 
to observe a 2metre (6feet) 
space while attending the 
transfer stations. 

“The Township of Au-
gusta would like to remind 
residents to self-isolate for 
14 days when they are re-
turning from vacation. Call 
a friend for groceries or use 
grocery pick up to assist 
with your self-isolating.” 
said Mayor Doug Malanka. 
“I reiterate that we need to 
flatten the curve to prevent 
our health care facilities in 
Leeds and Grenville from 
becoming overwhelmed.” 

In order to keep up to 
date with official informa-
tion, please refer to the fol-
lowing sources: 

Leeds, Grenville and 
Lanark District Public 
Health: https://healthunit.
org/coronavirus/ 

Ontario Ministry of 
Health: https://www.on-
tario.ca/page/2019-novel-

coronavirus 
Health Canada: https://

w w w. c a n a d a . c a / e n /
public-health/services/
diseases/coronavirus-dis-
ease-covid-19.html

Updates will be pro-
vided on the Township’s 
website and social media 
platforms.

*****
As a postscript to the 

media release, I am fre-
quently hearing stories 
about Canadians who 

continue attend at events 
and family gatherings 
and other Canadians who 
have recently returned to 
Canada and who are not 
respecting the expectation 
that they self Isolate.  Both 
activities put us all at risk of 
contracting COVID-19!

In a recent communi-
cation, Dr. Stewart, Med-
ical Officer of Health for 
Leeds, Grenville and Lan-
ark District Health Unit 
(Health Unit) referred to 

a Health Unit publica-
tion on self –Isolation and 
summarized that self isola-
tion includes:those being 
tested for COVID-19 until 
the results come back; 
those who have travelled 
anywhere outside of Can-
ada including the USA for 
14 days after their arrival 
in Canada; and those who 
live with, provide care, or 
spent extensive time with 
someone who has been 
diagnosed with COVID-19.  

Augusta Emergency Control Group (MECG) releases statement

Just passing through! 
Canadian Army vehicles have been seen in numbers recently in Prescott. The vehicles 
are headed back to their home base in Petawawa after the cancellation of exercises. 

JOURNAL PHOTO/FRASER
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NYC Fashions at  
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Rhapsodies in isolation
A croissant moon was 

rising over the southern 
horizon just before 5:00 
a.m. and seeing it, I said, 
“wow! That’s beautiful!” 

The thing is, I am in 
isolation, so the only 
person who heard me 
say that was myself. 
Now, the thing about 
real isolation with no 
other human around is 
that you can find your-
self living entirely inside 
your head. 

Being someone who 
lives in isolation most of 
the winter, I can tell you 
how the journey goes 
when you reside primar-
ily inside your own cra-
nium.

Let’s take that com-
ment about the moon. 
Inside my head, the 
journey went like this. I 
caught a glimpse of the 
moon out of the corner 
of my eye. It caught my 
attention and I turned, 

and when I recognized it 
for what it was, I blurted 
out my ‘wow’ reaction.

So now I am looking 
at a golden, deep yel-
low crescent moon ris-
ing over the horizon of 
a starlit night. There was 
just enough astral light 
so that you could see 
the outline of the moon; 
a sphere, even though 
only a quarter moon 
shone.

As I looked at it and 
enjoyed it, gone was 
any urge to go grab my 
camera and try to take 
a picture of it. What 
for? What was I trying 
to capture? These are 
thought processes that 
whipped through my 

mind in nanoseconds. 
Thoughts. Questions. 
Observations. Con-
cerns. All from isolation. 

What was I trying to 
capture? Was it the pic-
ture of the moon or was 
I really trying to capture 
the feeling I had when 
I saw the moon? More 
likely the latter. So it’s 
an emotional thing. 
Why? Why do I have that 
reaction? Am I spiraling 
down a logic and ques-
tion flow that can only 
happen with this speed 
in your head? These are 
questions/thoughts that 
surface, get answered in 
a split second, and are 
as quickly gone and it’s 
on to the next one, bur-
rowing down, usually 
following a path of ‘why’ 
until I get to the ultim-
ate question.  I am curi-
ous if you could answer 
it, because I couldn’t. 
I got stuck. This is a 

downside to isolation. If 
you get stuck on some-
thing in your head, it 
can keep on playing like 
a broken record. In iso-
lation, no one can hear 
you scream. Or repeat 
yourself.

Here is my question: 
why do I find that scene 
beautiful?  Why do I 
place an aesthetic value 
on it?  It is merely a sat-
ellite orbiting a planet. 
It is neither good nor 
bad. It just is. It has hap-
pened, pun intended, 
since the dawn of time 
and will most likely 
continue, past the time 
when time will no long-
er be measured.

I know philosophers 
have asked this ques-
tion. I can’t tell you who, 
but I am almost 100% 
certain the question has 
been asked.  I am almost 
100% certain they prob-
ably did not come up 

with an answer a mortal 
could understand. 

Why do we find some 
people more attractive 
than others? (I have a 
theory on that but I’ll 
save that for another 
isolation revelation). 
Why do we get de-
pressed when it is rainy? 
Rain just is. 

In the time it has 
taken to write this, the 
moon has risen, lost 
much of its deep golden 
colour, and is now a very 
faint yellow.  My mind 
has long left the beauty 
question. This was the 
first time I tried to cap-
ture stream of thought 
consciousness from iso-
lation. 

Living inside your 
head is a bit like wan-
dering around an un-
occupied house, going 
from room to room, 
thought to thought, 
fantasy to fantasy, and 

imagination to imagina-
tion all in measures of 
time so short they are all 
but impossible to meas-
ure.

The world is in un-
charted territory now. 
From nation to nation, 
one political system to 
another, from despot-
ism to dictatorships, 
to rising autocrats and 
failing democracies, the 
virus knows no differ-
ence. Nothing personal. 

This is unprecedent-
ed. And it is interesting 
to watch how different 
jurisdictions respond 
and act to combat the 
virus. The world has no 
choice but to cooperate 
and coordinate contain-
ment. If we don’t? Stock-
ing up on beans and toi-
let paper won’t even be 
an option.  

And all this in a nano-
second. And on autore-
peat.

You’ve 
got to be 
kidding

William Lower

With the obvious ex-
ception of “sorry”, are 
there many more words 
that are more Canadian 
than those in this col-
umn’s title? We are a 
country and a people 
known internation-
ally as being generous, 
gracious, polite, and 
kind. Although we are 
frightened and insecure 
at the moment, and 
sometimes that shows 
as rudeness, panic, or 
aggression, we are still 
doing a fantastic job 
and keeping the status 
quo. As I try to distill my 
thoughts into something 
cohesive for my column 
this week, I kept circling 
back to please and thank 
you. 

First of all, thank 
you: to all our members 
who have reached out 
to me and to others to 
check in and make sure 
that we are all ok and 
ensure that despite the 
fact that we are isolated 
from each other, we are 
not alone. Thank you to 
members who have of-
fered to pick up grocer-
ies or prescriptions for 
others who can’t. Thank 
you to everyone in our 
community who is tak-
ing the care to practice 
social distancing to pro-
tect our neighbours. The 
outpouring of kindness 
fills me up and helps 
keep worry at bay. 

Please reach out with 
your needs, because I 
have names of people 

who are able and more 
than willing to help. 
Please know that I am at 
Walker House every day, 
so if you can’t connect 
with me on Facebook 
or by email, call me at 
613-925-5300. Please 
continue to encourage 
and support each other. 
At a time when we may 
feel helpless, this is our 
super power; we have 
a big impact with every 
small act of kindness.

If we stay the course, 
if we stay at home, if 
we stay positive, if we 
keep connected, and if 
we keep our distance 
on our daily walks, we 
will come through this 
stronger when it ends.

I have shared this on 
Facebook, but for all of 
our members who are 
cut off from the inter-

net with the closing of 
public buildings or who 
don’t use it, here is one 
of the many messages of 
hope being shared. God 
Bless.

And The People 
Stayed at Home
By Kitty O’Meara

And the people 
stayed home. And read 
books, and listened, 
and rested, and exer-
cised, and made art, 
and played games, and 
learned new ways of be-
ing, and were still. And 
listened more deeply. 
Some meditated, some 
prayed, some danced. 
Some met their shad-
ows. And the people 
began to think differ-
ently.

And the people 
healed. And, in the ab-
sence of people living 
in ignorant, dangerous, 
mindless, and heartless 
ways, the earth began to 
heal.

And when the dan-
ger passed, and the 
people joined together 

again, they grieved their 
losses, and made new 
choices, and dreamed 
new images, and creat-
ed new ways to live and 
heal the earth fully, as 
they had been healed.

Please and thank you

WALKER HOUSE

NEWS
Susan Vallom

BEACH
HOME HARDWARE
199 Irvine Dr. Prescott 

(just behind Burger King) 613-925-4286
Like us on 
Facebook

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all 
chain saws, power tools and accessories 
will remain in effect until November 30, 
2019. Illustrations and  descriptions are as 
accurate as known at the time of publication 
and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a 
printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has 
the final authority to set product pricing.

Pricing valid at participating dealers 
only.*Weight with powerhead only.

MS 291 Gas Chain SawMS 291
Gas Chain Saw

$49995
MSRP $609.95
with 16" bar

55.5 cc  |  2.8 kW  |  5.6 kg (12.3 lb)*

LIMITED TIME ONLY

LIMITEDTIME ONLYPRICE WITHOUT WOOD-PRO TM KITDealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until November 30, 2019. 
Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. 
Pricing valid at participating dealers only.
*Weight with powerhead only.

    STIHLCanada     www.stihl.ca

RECEIVE A FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of any eligible STIHL Chain Saw.**

•  Woodsman® Carrying Case  •  OILOMATIC® Chain  •  STIHL Hat
**Don’t miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply purchase any one of the following chain saws between now 
and November 30, 2019 and you will receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, 
STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain - an $85 value! Hat may not be exactly as shown. Offer valid until 
November 30, 2019, while supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 170, MS 171, MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE, MS 193 C-E, MS 211, 
MS 250, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271, MS 291 C-BE, MS 362 C-M and MS 391.

$25995
MSRP $289.95
with 16" bar

MS 170 
Gas Chain Saw

Displacement 30.1 cc
Power Output 1.3 kW
Weight 3.9 kg (8.6 lb)*

MS 180 C-BE 
Gas Chain Saw

MS 250
Gas Chain Saw

MS 271
Gas Chain Saw

MS 362 C-M 
Gas Chain Saw

45.4 cc  |  2.3 kW  |  4.6 kg (10.1 lb)*

50.2 cc  |  2.6 kW  |  5.6 kg (12.3 lb)*

59.0 cc  |  3.5 kW  |  5.6 kg (12.3 lb)*

31.8 cc  |  1.5 kW  |  4.2 kg (9.3 lb)*

$35995
MSRP $379.95
with 16" bar

$54995
MSRP $569.95
with 16" bar

$44995
MSRP $459.95
with 16" bar

$94995
MSRP $989.95
with 16" bar

09072_2019_Fall_AdMat_ChainSaws_EN_Final.indd   1 2019-07-04   3:29 PM

$499.95

114 King St. W., Prescott                   613-925-3436

Dr. Gauri Shankar

Laser Therapy Treatments and Shockwave Therapy Treatments

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

Now accepting new patients

ShopLocaL
your shopping shapes your community

everyone 
winS
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• Tire bulges: If you 
hit a piece of debris or 
overinflate your tires, a 
tire bulge can form. Tire 
bulges are bubbles of 
air in the sidewall where 
air has forced its way 
through the inner lining. 
They’re a visible weak 
point that can burst un-
expectedly. To avoid a 
dangerous situation, get 
bulging tires replaced 
immediately.

• Jerky shifting: Rough 
shifting is a sign there’s 
a problem with your 
car’s transmission. Worn 
clutches, stripped gears, 
and low transmission flu-
id can all result in jerky 
or clunky shifting. What-
ever the cause, the prob-
lem will get worse each 
time your car changes 
gears, potentially lead-
ing to total transmission 
failure. A new transmis-
sion can cost thousands 
of dollars, so it’s always 
cheaper to get the prob-

lem inspected.
• Squeaky belts: Drive, 

serpentine, or timing 
belts help keep your en-
gine running in time and 
power electrical systems. 
If you hear a squeaking 
or chirping noise from 
under the hood, it’s a sign 
that a belt is worn down. 
Sometimes a fix is as 
simple as making an ad-
justment, but some cars 
have belts which can’t be 
adjusted. Either way, get 
it fixed ASAP – worn belts 
can snap and damage 
your engine beyond re-
pair.

• Stinky exhaust: Car 
exhaust always has some 
smell, but if it smells 
stronger or worse than 
usual, it means some-
thing is wrong. Leaking 
fluids can burn up on 
hot surfaces, producing 
unusual odors. Catalytic 
converters are designed 
to filter the exhaust, so 
a strong exhaust smell 

could mean this part is 
failing. The air/fuel mix-
ture could also be off, 
which wastes fuel and 
makes the exhaust 
smelly. Follow your nose 
and inspect your car to 
find the source of the 
smell.

• Scratched paint: A 
little scratch in your car’s 
paint could be a big-
ger deal than you think. 
Besides making it look 
good, your car’s paint 
protects the body panels 
from outside elements. 
Paint scratches expose 
the sheet metal to mois-
ture, creating an area 
where rust can form. Pre-
vent corrosion by touch-
ing up the scratch with 
factory paint, or a dab of 
clear nail polish.

• Wobbly steering 
wheel: Different prob-
lems can all lead to the 
same feeling of shakiness 
when you hold the steer-
ing wheel. Failing or im-

properly aligned suspen-
sion could be a cause. An 
out of balance wheel and 
tire, which also results 
in premature tire wear, 
could be the culprit. If a 
wheel bearing is worn 
it could cause shaking, 
and in a worst case scen-
ario could fail and let 
the wheel detach from 
the car. Regardless of the 
cause, a wobbly steering 
wheel limits the amount 
of control you have over 
your car.

• Squealing brakes: 
Generally, squealing or 
squeaking brakes indi-
cate that it’s time for a new 
set of brake pads. Brake 
pads have a metal tab 
that becomes exposed as 
pad material wears away. 
When this tab contacts 

the brake rotor, it makes 
a high-pitched sound. It’s 
an audible signal that the 
pads need to be replaced, 
and the longer you wait, 
the worse the sound (and 
your braking ability) is 
going to become.

• Burnt-out bulb: 
A dead headlight or 
taillight bulb isn’t go-
ing to change the way 
your car drives, but it is 
a great way to attract the 
attention of law enforce-
ment. Getting the bulb 
replaced quickly is going 
to be the simplest way 
to avoid an expensive 
ticket.

• Smoke: It’s danger-
ous to keep driving if 
you see or smell smoke 
in your car. Many things 
could cause your car to 

smoke, but common 
culprits are leaking flu-
ids, electrical issues, or 
a seized brake caliper. 
Don’t drive until you’ve 
located and fixed the 
problem that’s causing 
the smoke – otherwise 
you risk a vehicular bon-
fire.

• Check Engine Light: 
The Check Engine Light 
on your dashboard can 
be a real mystery. It tells 
you something is wrong, 
but never tells you what 
that something is. Is it 
electrical or mechanical? 
Major or minor? You’ll 
never know unless you 
scan for error codes, so 
it’s best to get a diagno-
sis right away to prevent 
further problems.

Ten car symptoms not to ignore

101 Development Drive
(Just north of the 401 exit in Prescott)

613-925-5941• 1-800-924-9410
www.riversideofprescott.com

with
Multi-Point 

Vehicle 
health 

insPection*

*includes brake 
inspection & tire rotation

Oil Change

$89.95

WHEELS

LOOKS SMART

FROM EVERY ANGLE

THE 2020 EDGE WITH STANDARD FORD 

CO-PILOT360™* – A SUITE OF ADVANCED

DRIVER-ASSIST TECHNOLOGIES.

FIND OUT MORE AT FINDYOURFORD.CA.

3085 COUNTY RD 22 CARDINAL ON 
613.657.1515

Call or send a Facebook Message 
to  schedule your appointment today!
facebook.com/StevesGarageCardinal

stevesgarage2020@gmail.com

Reopening ApRil 6th!
Steve Sands 
Shop Manager

Lorilee Sands  
Office Manager

Be it a flawlessly restored classic, a rusty wreck lost in the woods or your  
daily ride to work, we want to see your summer wheels!

This week’s rides come from our feature sponsor, the Eastern Ontario  
Boneyard. Both have seen better days…but if cars could talk, we bet these  

old rides could tell some awesome stories. 
Send your ride photos to 

joe@evansprinting.ca.

With the season drawing near, the South Grenville Journal 
welcomes readers to send in a photo of their summer ride.

www.boneyard.ca
613-657-4857

Cash for sCrap VehiCles

SHOW US YOUR RIDE!!
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Tax tips – claiming medical expenses
1. The three percent 
ruleMany taxpayers 

expect to receive a deduc-
tion for every cent they’ve 
paid in medical expenses. 

The amount you can 
claim is actually based 

upon your income. Since 
the medical expenses 

credit is designed to as-
sist Canadians who have 
significant expenses over 
the course of a year, only 
a portion of your medical 

expenses translates to 
a deduction. From your 
total medical expenses, 

the eligible amount is 3% 
of your income or the set 

maximum for the tax 
year, whichever is less.  

For example, if your net 
income is $60,000, the 
first $1,800 of medical 

expenses won’t count to-
ward a credit. If your med-
ical expenses total, $2,000, 
only $200 will be applied 

to your bottom line.

2. The twelve 
month rule

Unlike most other ex-
penses, medical expenses 
don’t have to follow a cal-
endar year. You are allowed 
to pick your 12 month per-
iod. As long as the end of 
the 12 months falls within 
the tax year you are re-
porting, you are free to 
choose the best time frame 

for your situation. Let’s say 
you had a ton of medical 
expenses from November 
until March. Both kids got 
braces, your spouse spent 
a bundle on glasses, and 
you had to have some 
physiotherapy due to a 
fall. If you choose to fol-
low the calendar year, you 
might be shorting your-
self some cash. The 3% 
rule will be applied to the 
expenses in two different 
tax years. If you make your 
twelve month period from 
November 1 until Octo-
ber 31, you’ll be able to 
lump all of these expenses 
together on your return 
that October falls into. 

This maximizes the im-
pact as the total will only 
be subjected to the three 
percent rule once. If you 
choose to alter your twelve 
month period, make sure 
you keep track of the dates 
for future years.

3. Which spouse should 
claim the expenses?
Because one spouse 

can claim the total med-
ical expenses for the 
family, this is a popular 
question. My standard 
answer is “it depends”. It 
depends on the income 
levels and credits avail-
able to each spouse. Usu-
ally, the lower earner will 

see a bigger benefit. Due 
to the 3% rule, the lower 
earning spouse has a low-
er threshold to reach be-
fore the medical expenses 
translate to a credit. If one 
spouse earns $70,000 in 
net income, only the ex-
penses over $2,100 will be 
applied as a deduction. 
If the other spouse has 
$30,000 of net income, 
amounts over $900 count 
toward the credit.

There is an exception 
to this general rule. If one 
spouse has enough cred-
its to bring their tax owing 
to zero, the medical ex-
penses may be wasted if 
this spouse claims them. 

For example, if you have 
lots of unused tuition 
credits from previous 
years, your credits may be 
enough to wipe out your 
tax owing. Because med-
ical expenses are generally 
non-refundable, except 
in certain cases, claiming 
the expenses on your re-
turn wouldn’t result in any 
benefit to you. TurboTax 
features an excellent tool 
for figuring this out. By 
using the details of each 
spouse’s return, the med-
ical expenses optimizer 
runs the numbers for you 
and indicates who should 
claim the expenses for the 
most overall benefit.

Bookworks
Confidential Accounting Services

4017 Cedar Grove Road 
Prescott, Ontario          (613) 925-1343

INCOME TAX Judy Harding, B. Comm.

Cell: 613-349-6233 Office: 613-865-8470 
stephen@mazurekbiz.com

New ClieNts always welCOme. Call fOr a quiCk respONse quOte. 

A good partner 
helps make 

great results. 

christopher@macleanaccounting.ca

613-794-4323

Accounting • AssurAnce • tAxAtion
Business consulting services

613.543.3715
79 MAin street, MorrisBurg

www.BAkertilly.cA

• Accounting
• Assurance
• Taxation
• Business Consulting

Services

613.543.3715
79 Main Street, Morrisburg
 www.bakertilly.ca

GRENVILLE
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

DAVE PEER
Phone: 613-925-4000
Fax: 613-925-0008
dpeer4000@gmail.com

PERSONAL AND CORPORATE TAXES

111 King Street
Prescott Ontario

K0E 1T0

R A N K E D

“Highest in Investor Satisfaction with
Full Service Brokerage Firms” 

5  Y E A R S  I N  A  R O W
Edward Jones received the highest numerical score among full service brokerage � rms in the proprietary J.D. Power 
2013-2017 Canadian Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudiesSM 2017 study based on 4,903 total responses, 
includes 15 full service brokerage � rms, and measures opinions of investors who use full-service investment 
institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed May-June 
2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com

www.edwardjones.ca   
Member – Canadian Investor Protection Fund     
MKT-1924F-C-AD

THANK YOU
F O R  F I V E  Y E A R S  I N  A  R O W !

2 0 1 3 2 0 1 7

Pat Connor
Financial Advisor
.

1160 Beaverwood Road
Mews Of Manotick
Manotick, ON K4M  1A3
613-692-2776

Daniel G. Roddick
Financial Advisor
613-925-0779
111 King Street W
PO Box 2715,  Prescott, ON

www.edwardjones.com

 First I was very glad 
to see our commun-
ity paper continue to be 
available. I usually read 
it “cover to cover”, how-
ever, I was very upset and 
yes, a bit angry to read 
Tom Van Dusen’s article 
that you published in this 
week’s paper.

       I am a retired RN 
and take great exception 
to the tone his article 
puts forward. To refer to 
COVID-19 as a “trumped 

up emergency”, and then 
to refer to it as a joke! 
This is in extremely bad 
taste. The citizens of 
Italy today, where their 
death rate has surpassed 
China’s with Italy having 
a much lower population 
number, DO NOT THINK 
of this as a joke and nei-
ther do I or any other 
nurses I know.

 I am afraid that this 
attitude put forth in the 
article will only give ap-

proval to those who are 
not self-isolating and 
could easily be pass-
ing this virus around to 
others, who could easily 
die!

 Not sure if this is how 
he intended his article to 
be received, but anyone I 
had contact with that had 
read it, thought it was ex-
tremely irresponsible of 
Tom.

Lynda Blanchard
Cardinal, ON

Dear Editor,
I am doing my best not 

to make this a fan letter, 
but your coverage last 
week of the COVID-19 
pandemic was informa-
tive, thought-provoking, 
and full of useful infor-
mation.

The information you 
provided to your readers 
on keeping healthy dur-
ing this time was helpful, 
as were the articles that 

focused on the local im-
pact of this pandemic. I 
did not agree with all of 
the editorial positions 
that were taken, but they 
got me thinking of the 
various ways that we can 
approach the situation in 
which we find ourselves, 
and this was all to the 
good.

In short, last week’s 
paper showed in no un-
certain terms what a lo-

cal and independent 
newspaper can accom-
plish during times like 
these, and demonstrated 
exactly why local news-
papers are an essential 
community resource. 
Congratulations to all the 
Journal staff for their ef-
forts, and please keep up 
the good work.

Yours sincerely,
Kerry Badgley

Kemptville

By Veronica Burchell

CARDINAL - Steve 
Barkley has given thanks 
privately many times 
over the years for his 
experience with first re-
sponders. Now he’s going 
public. Again.

Barkley, who walks 
with the aid of two 
crutches, is organizing 
a fundraiser for the First 
Responder Care Cen-
tre in Cardinal. He has 
toured the facility and 
found it an uplifting ex-
perience. That’s on top of 
his own firsthand know-
ledge of the good these 
professionals do.

As the victim of a car 
accident in 2012, Bark-
ley was left with a back 
injury, the loss of two 
fingers and without the 
proper use of his legs. 
He says it was the ac-
tions of a quick-thinking 
paramedic who prob-
ably kept him from being 
paralyzed.

He was on his way 
home from a vacation 
in Newfoundland with 
a friend driving. That 
friend was a diabetic and 

suffered a sudden onset 
diabetic coma. The car 
crashed through three 
different road signs and 
smashed into an under-
pass.

Ambulance drivers 
came to the scene but 
failed to immobilize 
Barkley’s neck properly. 
The pair was taken to the 
hospital in Hawkesbury 
but Barkley was immedi-
ately moved to Ottawa. 
That second paramedic 
ambulance driver no-
ticed the lack of a neck 
brace and corrected it 
using what he had on 
hand at the time.

“It wasn’t pretty, but it 
did the job. He grabbed 
two pieces of foam and 
a roll of duct tape and 
secured my head and 
neck,” says Barkley. 
“Doctors have since told 
me I probably would 
have been paralyzed if 
he hadn’t done that.”

Since that time, Bark-
ley, a disc jockey by trade, 
has made it his priority to 
salute men and women 
who are first responders 
by raising funds. He held 

a decade-spanning an-
nual event at the Matilda 
Hall near Williamsburg 
and now he is out to help 
Cardinal.

The event will take 
place April 18 at the 
Morrisburg Legion. 
There will be music 
from 8:00 p.m. to 1:00 
a.m. supplied by Hill-
billy Highway and by 
Barkley’s D.J. company, 
Soundtastik Produc-
tions. He saves enough 
revenue from the busi-
ness every year to put on 
three fundraisers for vic-
tims of accidents, fires, 
or similar losses.

“Even if this gets can-
celled due to the recent 
virus outbreak, it will 
be rescheduled,” Bark-
ley avows. “This kind of 
thing is important and it 
will happen.”

Tickets will be on sale 
at Mustard’s Variety in 
Iroquois, the Morris-
burg Legion, or from 
any Cardinal-based first 
responder. For more in-
formation you can call 
Steve Barkley at 613-402-
0518.

Williamsburg music man 
grateful for first responders

Extremely bad taste

What a local paper should be

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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By Veronica Burchell

SPENCERVILLE - 
Some parents are find-
ing it hard to keep their 
children busy during this 
extended March break, 
but one family has found 
a way to have some fun 
while bringing smiles to 
their neighbours.

Chase Raintree, eight, 
and his brother Kaelen, 
six, were looking for 
something to do with 
their newly-found free 
time when their mom 
made a novel suggestion. 
Melissa Raintree decided 
to get them busy with 
some artistic projects 
they could share with 
everyone. 

The original idea was 
to gather some nice, flat 
rocks and paint cheer-
ful messages and pic-

tures. They decided to 
leave them in various 
spots around Spencer-
ville’s main street. They 
thought of it as a treasure 
hunt for whoever came 
along, and left a note ask-
ing the finders to take a 
picture and drop them a 
line on Facebook.

“It’s a great way to get 
the kids outside and keep 
them busy,” says Rain-
tree. “We wanted to do 
something nice for local 
people and businesses to 
let them know we appre-
ciate them.” 

The four Raintrees, 
including dad Pete, only 
moved from the Ottawa 
area to Spencerville last 
fall. They found a house 
right in the middle of 
the town and have fallen 
hard for small-town life.

The amazing part of 

her story is that she didn’t 
know other families 
were already doing these 
“kindness rocks” in com-
munities all over Canada. 
She and her boys came up 
with their idea (literally) 
around the kitchen table 
and felt it would bring 
smiles to those around 
them. 

And it worked. Mom 
says she has had lots of 
folks calling and say-
ing they found the rocks 
and asking for more. 
The boys are busy paint-
ing again and people in 
Spencerville can look for 
new ones in the weeks to 
come.

It may be an extra-long 
recess from school, but 
the Raintree family isn’t 
taking a break from let-
ting their new commun-
ity know they care.

Painted rocks on a positive roll

Spencerville’s little rockstars: Kaelen Raintree, 6 and his brother Chase, 8, turned a March 
break project into a way to bring joy to local residents. The two boys left their cheery 
painted rocks out on local streets for others to find.                  JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

By Veronica Burchell
NORTH AUGUSTA - 

They say it takes a village 
to raise a child; it may 
also take a tightly-knit 
group of rural residents 
to raise a sense of peace 
in a chaotic world.

Grenham’s General 
Store in North Augusta 
is using a calm, common 
sense approach to the re-
cent bad news circulating 
the globe. No long lines 
or rationing here - just 
getting on with the busi-
ness of doing business in 
troubled times.

“Yes, we have seen 
some downturn in busi-
ness, but we are here 
and we are open,” says 
Lisa Grenham, a life-
long resident of Augusta 
Township. “We are a close 
community and people 
have been great - I under-
stand folks going into the 
city to stock up, espe-
cially seniors - but most 
of our people have been 
supportive”.

Calling the store 
“pretty much a one-man 
show”, she has seen a 
harder time getting sup-
plies. Bread is a com-
modity missing from the 
shelves right now - calls 
to their usual supplier 
have gone unanswered 
for three days. Ditto for 
cheese. They usually deal 
with St. Albert’s near the 
Quebec/Ontario border, 
but at least they took her 
call.

“They are short on 
delivery people,” she ex-
plains. “As soon as they 
solve that I’m sure we will 
have stock again.”

Meanwhile they still 
have plenty of essen-
tials: potatoes, gaso-
line, milk and cold cuts. 
People were stopping 
by last Thursday to fill 
up vehicles and pick up 
lunch. No sandwiches, 
but french fries and a cold 
drink went a long way to-
ward appeasement.

And yes, they do have 
toilet paper.

“Folks out here didn’t 
wipe out our stock,” says 
her spouse Jason Phil-
ips, smiling at his own 
pun. They bought what 
they needed and thought 
about others’ needs too.”

The enterprising 
couple bought the store 
five years ago - it was 
known far and wide as 
Finucan’s General Store 
for about 60 years be-
fore that - and they have 
definitely put their own, 
unique brand on it.

As one of just a few sur-
viving country stores, you 
can still buy rubber boots 
and bird seed just an aisle 
away from canned vege-
tables and laundry soap. 
The arrival of a shiny 
pizza oven two years ago 
resulted in a new influx 
of business. It’s the kind 
of place where people 
stop after making a Sat-
urday dump run to grab 
a sandwich and a bag of 
milk and catch up on the 
news.

But lately, the news 
has not been so good. 

The people who do come 
in are apt to stay a little 
longer and talk a little 
more. Usually a hub of lo-
cal news, this little store 
now sees shoppers dis-
cussing global issues like 
government economic 
stabilization and scien-
tific breakthroughs in 
microbiology.

Grenham and Philips 
are quick to say they don’t 
think rural residents are 
any less anxious about 
weathering the storm of 
COVID-19 - they just be-
lieve that people outside 

of big cities and towns are 
more used to living with-
in their means and deal-
ing with what life throws 
at them.

With no employment 
insurance to fall back on 
and the fact they can’t 
afford to self-isolate 
and close the store, the 
couple says they prob-
ably wouldn’t anyway. 
They believe life in a rural 
area is all about cop-
ing with adversity as an 
everyday occurrence.

“Think about farmers 
- they’ve always had to 

work around weather, ill-
ness, taxation and other 
pressures,” says Gren-
ham. “Maybe out here 
we are just a little more 
responsible for ourselves 
and aware of our neigh-
bours and their troubles. 

 “Out here everyone 
is a friend or relative; we 
are here for them and will 
stay open - we don’t for-
get about our neighbours 
just because of hard 
times. If anything, we 
band together even more 
to make sure everybody 
is safe and looked after.”

Country store practices common sense approach to Coronavirus

Community spirit at work: Lisa Grenham stands behind the counter with her partner Jason Philips backing her up. The couple intend to stay the course 
and keep their North Augusta store open throughout the COVID-19 crisis. JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL



PRESCOTT-  The Board 
of Management of the 
Downtown Prescott Busi-
ness Improvement Area 
(BIA) would like to advise 
its members, directors, 
stakeholders and residents 
of the actions that are be-
ing taken by the Downtown 
Prescott Business Improve-
ment Area during this un-
precedented time.

Out of concern for the 
health and well-being of 
our BIA members, their 
families, their employees 
and all residents of Pres-
cott, we are following the 
lead of the Town of Pres-
cott and cancelling all of 
our planned activities that 
are scheduled to take place 
over the next four weeks.

1. The BIA Board of Man-
agement Meeting that was 
originally scheduled to take 

place on Tuesday March 
24th at 5:15pm.

2. The BIA Board of Man-
agement Meeting that was 
originally scheduled to take 
place on Tuesday April 6th 
at 5:30pm.

We are very grateful that 
many of you are continuing 
to support our local busi-
ness community includ-
ing the businesses and or-
ganizations in Downtown 
Prescott. Due to the state of 
emergency declared by the 
provincial government on 
Tuesday March 17, this has 
led to a number of business 
closures, reduced hours or 
changes in how the busi-
nesses operate. Before you 
leave home to visit one of 
local businesses, find out 
the latest information on 
their operations by calling, 
emailing, visiting their web-

site or checking their social 
media.

The BIA will be posting 
regular updates through 
our Facebook page Down-
town Prescott Business 
Improvement Area - BIA in 
order to provide the most 
up-to-date information 
that we possibly can, so 
please check back often. 

We will also be using an-
other tool from our com-
munications toolbox and 
that is our Prescott Pulse 
Newsletter to provide up-
dated information as well. 
We will be publishing the 
subscriber-based news-
letter much more frequent-
ly to help us to keep more 
people informed. To sub-
scribe to the newsletter, just 
email bia@prescott.ca.

We will also continue to 
work closely with our part-
ners including the Town 

of Prescott and the South 
Grenville Chamber of Com-
merce and share any infor-

mation for the benefit of all 
of our local business com-
munity and residents.

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please 
email us at bia@prescott.ca.
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Make tax time easier.
Prescott: 613-925-5984 • Brockville: 613-342-1591

durandconsulting.com
Serving our community for over 25 years.

Personal. Professional. Trusted.

The Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario invites 
interested contractors to submit a quotation for the grass cutting 
and trimming services for the 2020 school year, with the provision 
for an option to extend the contract for an additional one-year 
contract. The Board has 37 facilities in the counties of Dundas, 
Glengarry, Grenville, Lanark, Leeds, Prescott, Russell and 
Stormont.
The Board requires the contractors to have a policy of General 
Liability Insurance issued by an insurance company incorporated 
or licensed to conduct insurance business in the province of 
Ontario during the entire contract period. The Board must be listed 
as an “additional insured” on the General Liability Insurance of the 
contractor with limits of not less than five million dollars 
($5,000,000) inclusive per occurrence for bodily injury, death, and 
damage to property, including loss of use thereof. The liability 
insurance policies shall contain an endorsement to provide named 
insured with prior notice of change and cancellations.  If applicable, 
the contractor shall submit to the Board at the time of entering into 
the contract, a Certificate of Clearance from the Workplace Safety 
Insurance Board.
The Board shall only accept bid submissions from contractors 
operating commercial mowers and tractors (over 20HP) equipped 
with roll over protective structures (ROPS), seat belts, required 
safety shields and guards.
Bids will only be accepted from contractors who register by 
contacting Dan Tackaberry, Facilities Planning Coordinator at 
613-258-7757, ext. 3030, fax: 613-283-5783, or by email at 
dan.tackaberry@cdsbeo.on.ca. A list of all facilities will be sent to 
all registered contractors for review. Registered contractors must 
advise the Facilities Planning Coordinator of the site or sites of 
interest. Contractors will then be notified when the quotation 
packages are ready for pick-up.
If required, the Plant Operations Supervisors will organize site 
meetings to be held the week of April 14-17, 2020. Requests must 
be submitted no later than Thursday, April 9, 2020. Questions and 
clarifications will be accepted until Thursday, April 23, 2020.
Sealed envelopes clearly marked “RFQ #PM-20-002 – Grass 
Cutting & Trimming” will be received by:

Dan Tackaberry, Facilities Planning Coordinator
Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario

4 Ross Street - Unit H, Smiths Falls, Ontario, K4A 4L5
Quotations will be received no later than: 

2:00 p.m.,Thursday, April 30, 2020
The Board reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
quotations received and to determine in its own best judgment, 
the best qualified contractors to undertake these services.

THE LOWEST OR ANY QUOTATION WILL NOT
NECESSARILY BE ACCEPTED
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2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

What you need to know
to help you and your  
family stay healthy.

•  Only visit an assessment centre if you have  
been referred by a health care professional.

• Avoid non-essential travel.

• Monitor for symptoms after travel.

• Avoid large gatherings.

• Be prepared, but avoid panic stocking.

•  Caring for those who are ill? Take precautions.

• Clean high-touch surfaces regularly.

• Order your prescription medication.

•  Practice cough and sneeze etiquette in transit.

If you have symptoms, take the self-assessment
at ontario.ca/coronavirus. Or call Telehealth
Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 (TTY: 1-866-797-0007)
or your public health unit.

T:5"

T:7"

Prescott BIA releases COVID-19 statement

The South Grenville 
Food Bank (SGFB) is 
committed to serving 
their clients and ensur-
ing the health and safety 
of the public and our 
team of volunteers.  Cur-
rently our hours remain 
the same (keep watching 
our website for chan-
ges).

PRESCOTT - 136 
Henry Street: Tuesday - 
Friday 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m.

CARDINAL - Cardinal 
Public Library, 618 King’s 
Hwy #2: Wednesday 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

SPENCERVILLE - 
Spencerville United 
Church,  16 Centre 
Street:  second and 
fourth Thursday 11:00 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

To prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, 
the SG Food Bank has 
the following recom-

mendations:

1. Wash hands often 
with soap and water, or 
use hand sanitizer

2. Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose, and 
mouth unless you have 
just washed  your hands

3. Cover  your cough 
and sneeze with a tis-
sue or into your arm, 
not your hand 

During the time 
when the schools are 
closed we will be pro-
viding children with 
addition food packs.

Food Bank is opens for service 
South 

Grenville

food 
Bank
Food For Thought
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2008:
 I stare at the form in 

disbelief. Canadian Immi-
gration has asked me to list 
everything I have done in 
every month since I turned 
eighteen.

 I am an actor. My eight-
eenth birthday was a long 
time ago. There have been 
many jobs. There have been 
many upheavals, constant 
travelling and broken rela-
tionships.

 How am I going to do 
this? The form is not inter-
ested in ‘how’.

1976:
“Well?”, asks my friend 

Milos as we walk down Lon-
don’s Shaftesbury Avenue.

 “A great present… thank 
you.”

 “You’re welcome. So, 
eighteen eh? Where do you 
think you’ll be eighteen 

years from now?”
 I stop and look up at the 

bright theatre lights.
 “In a theatre… maybe 

here... but definitely in a the-
atre.”

2005:
I watch the faces of the 

faculty members seated in 
front of me. I put down my 
workshop speeches and re-
place the workshop CD in its 
sleeve.

 “So the students aren’t 
coming?”

 “No, but we’d love to do a 
question and answer session 

with you. We are so look-
ing forward to your com-
pany’s Julius Caesar, and 
your Brutus, of course. 

 “Right,” I shrug. “Okay, 
fire away.”

 “Well… why don’t you 
start by telling us about 
yourself?”

 I stare at them and swig 
on my bottle of water. This 
is going to be painful.  Deep 
breath in.

 Here I go… I’m going 
in…

“I was born at Stratford-
upon Avon on purpose. 

My parents were actors. 
My Christening present 
was a Complete Works of 
Shakespeare, and my first 
walk was outside the Royal 
Shakespeare Memorial The-
atre, where I was held aloft 
and dedicated to the the-
atre.”

In this time of isolation 
and with more time, we ex-
plore the creative, both in-
side ourselves and around 
us. 

When we emerge… in 
time, the creatives in our so-
ciety will need our support.

Creative reflections
Behind  

The CurTain 
Richard 

Willis

Guy Lauzon  
613-330-6060

www.lauzontentrentals.ca

LAuzon TenT renTALs
Tents • Chairs • Tables • Tablecloths 
• Dance Floors • Tent Flooring • BBQs

Proudly Serving 
PreScott and area

OWNERSHIP

Dining Room CLoseD
Delivery only

186 King St. W. Prescott     613-925-0174 

613-657-4857
Cardinal, Ontario

www.boneyard.ca

SOUTH GRENVILLE

Kemptville live
July 23-26, 2020

-Randy BaChman and 
BuRton Cummings
-steve milleR Band
-glass tigeR -david 

Clayton thomas
-lighthouse -honey-

moon suite
-andy Kim -moRe..

south gRenville 
BluegRass Festival 

new date - august 6-9, 2020
-laRRy eFaw and 

the BluegRass 
mountaineeRs

-edgaR loudeRmilK 
Band

-eddie leBlanC and 
FRiends

-aCoustiCal stRings
-ConCession 23
-Bill white and 

white pine

live peRFoRmanCes

Visit a museum 
digitally

Thanks to technology, 
spending the day at a mu-
seum is still an option, 
even if you can’t leave the 
house. You can check out 
famous locations in the US 
or abroad in Seoul, Berlin, 
Florence and more. 

You can also get your art 
fix with the Google Arts and 
Culture app for iPhone and 
Android. The app lets you 
view paintings in AR, read 
up on masterpieces, and 
find your famous painting-
doppelganger. Don’t forget 
to see what you can find in 

Google Maps if you’re 
in the mood to explore.
The Georgia Aquarium and 
the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium have turned on web 
cams so you can still watch 
otters, fish and penguins 
without the crowds.

 
 
 

Host a Netflix viewing 
party

If you and your friends 
or family have a Netflix sub-
scription, you can schedule 
a time to watch a movie or 
show synced together. A free 
Google Chrome extension 
called Netflix Party syncs 
video playback so you can 
play and pause at the same 
time. It also has a group chat 
feature so you can keep the 
conversation going while 
you watch. Everyone in the 
party has to have a Netflix 
account though, so it’s not 
entirely free.  

Do some spring 
cleaning now

Some of us reserve 
cleaning for weekends, but 
if you’re stuck at home, 
you’ve likely got some ex-
tra time on your hands. 
Take advantage of the time 
and sanitize your house, 
your phone, your car, and 
even the dryer vent and the 
kitchen sink

Stream concert, 
opera or TV show

The Metropolitan Opera 
is streaming free night op-
eras while people are self 
isolating.

Since many world gov-
ernments have encour-
aged social distancing to 
slow the spread of the ill-
ness, performers are try-
ing to find a way to share 
their art. Artists such 

as Pink, Coldplay’s Chris 
Martin, Keith Urban, Death 
Cab for Cutie’s Ben Gib-
bard, and John Legend are 
streaming live concerts 
on Instagram. Rob Thom-
as from Matchbox Twenty, 
who also streamed a ses-
sion, tagged at least a dozen 
other artists to encour-
age them to do the same. 
American DJ Diplo will 
host nightly music streams. 

The Grammy Museum 
is putting some of the re-
corded Q&A performances 
online from artists like Bil-
lie Eilish, Brandi Carlile and 
Greta Van Fleet. The initial 
rollout will include nine art-
ists. All of the sessions were 
filmed in the 200-seat Clive 
Davis Theater inside the 
museum, located in the LA 
Live complex, according to 
a report from Variety. 

In addition, the 
Metropolitan Opera will 
show Nightly Met Opera 
streams. 

When you’ve got down-
time on a regular day, turn-
ing to a streaming service 
like Netflix or Amazon 
Prime is a clear option. 
There’s always a show to 
binge -- new or old -- re-
gardless of the service 
you’re subscribed to. 

Read something new
You can find a page turn-

er (even if those pages are 
digital). You can also buy or 
borrow books, magazines 

and newspapers fast on 
Nook, Kindle and the Apple 
News app for iOS. But be 
warned: even though digital 
books are often discounted, 
the cost can still add up if 
you’re a reading fiend.

Take up an exercising re-
gime

Relaxing on the couch 
can be fun, but you might 
get restless after a while. 
There are dozens of virtual 
fitness programs to choose 
from that you can do at 
home, but it’s ultimately 
about finding the one that 
you like and that fits your 
lifestyle.

Working out at home 

definitely doesn’t require 
an expensive home gym. 
Depending on the work-
out you want to undertake, 
you only need to clear out a 
small amount of space.

More fun things to do
• Search for adult color-

ing books and puzzles you 
can print online

• Check Pinterest for a 
baking project for you or 
your kids

• Dig out your pack of 
cards and teach yourself a 
new game

• Play online games with 
family and friends over 
video chat

entertainment in isolation



By Veronica Burchell

Kids: If you’ve been 
waiting all winter for a 
return to your favorite 
sport, you can sign up 
now for another season 
of fresh air and fun.

This will mark the 
54th year for the Pres-
cott & District Soccer 
Association in Pres-
cott. It began with lo-
cal resident Tom Carr 
at the helm with a 
small group of volun-
teers who wanted to 
provide a fun source 
of fitness for local kids. 
For the last 15 years 
his son Rob has been 
association president 
and follows his father’s 
footsteps and values 
closely.

“It’s a great sport for 
kids and adults alike,” 
says Rob, who also plays 
in men’s league on the 
Prescott Gunners. “It’s 
weekday-based and we 
keep it affordable for 
everyone.” Both those 
things are important to 
Carr and his executive 
committee. 

They have tried to 
keep the price as low 
as possible, and when a 
parent pays that regis-
tration fee the child 
receives a shirt and the 

chance to play twice a 
week for four months. 
They stick to week-
nights, so the kids have 
a shot at other sports 
which take place pri-
marily on weekends.

“And because week-
ends are family time,” 
says Carr, a dad of four. 
All of his children have 
played minor soccer 
and looked forward to 
it every year.

Last year the Pres-
cott League included 
450 children ages three 
to 18. Ages three to five 
play in the ‘Timbit” 
league sponsored by 
Tim Hortons, in which 
the players receive not 
only a shirt but shorts 
and a soccer ball as 
well. Timbits only play 
once a week, on Tues-
day nights.

For the three to five-
year-olds and their 
families, this is about 
building a social con-
nection too, says Carr. 
He and his executive 
believe it is important 
to provide events in the 
community where par-
ents of younger chil-
dren can connect with 
similar families. 

Eleven coaches are 
needed for the coming 
season according to 

Carr. Without coaches, 
the league can’t teach 
the games to its fullest 
level. And with more 
coaches, each child 
gets the most out of 
the experience as pos-
sible. Any parents or 
older siblings who are 
interested in coaching 
should come out and 
talk to him, he says.

If you’re a returning 
member of the soc-
cer association or 

want to try it out for 
the first time, you can 
bring your mom or 

dad to register you at 
O’Reilly’s Independent 
Grocer’s community 

room on Wednesday, 
April 8 from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.
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South Grenville

Stay tuned for 
upcoming sports 

rescheduling 
and news

Stay Safe!

 

The Public Meeting for an Amendment to the  
Official Plan of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville  

scheduled for Tuesday, April 7, 2020, at 9:00 a.m., has been postponed.   
Notice will be provided when the meeting is rescheduled. 

 

Minor soccer enters 54th season in Prescott

Photo of a previous U9 Playoff Champion. fraser PHOTO
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Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer 
for full program details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Chargeable paint costs may vary depending on the vehicle/colour. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Credits 
vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. ^ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between March 3, 2020 to March 31, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $46,404, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Sierra 1500 Crew Cab 
Black Edition. Bi-weekly payment is $158 for 24 months at 1.9% lease rate (1.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $79 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly 
payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $2,900 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $11,102. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, 
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includes $10,000 (tax exclusive; includes $2,000 cash delivery allowance, $6,500 non-stackable cash credits, $500 option package discount and $1,000 RST bonus); applies to cash purchases of new 2020 Sierra Elevation models at participating dealers in Canada. By selecting lease or 
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$34,288, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Terrain SLE FWD Elevation. Bi-weekly payment is $192 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $96 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments 
cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $19,847. Taxes, license, 
insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $15,430. € Safety or driver assistance features are no substitute for the driver’s responsibilities to operate the 
vehicle in a safe manner. The drive should remain attentive to traffic, surrounds and road conditions at all times. Visibility, weather, and road conditions may affect feature performance. Read the vehicle Owner’s Manual for more important feature limitations and information. * To qualify for 
the Costco Member Pricing, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a 
participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2020 GMC: Terrain, Acadia delivered from January 3, 2020, to March 31, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) 
days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Shop Cards will 
be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. 
For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop Card”. Tax, title, registration and license fees, personal property registration fees, and additional products 
and services are not included in the Costco Member Pricing. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles nor negotiate 
individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. × Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. See 
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service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase. 

FIND YOURS TODAY AT GMCOFFERS.CA

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/ 
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ON 2020 MODELS×

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANTY COVERAGE 
ON 2020 MODELS�

GMC PRO GRADE 
PROTECTION:

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)�

2020 SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB ELEVATION

$10,000
UP TO

TOTAL VALUE�

+ ELIGIBLE COSTCO
MEMBERS RECEIVE

500+
COSTCO SHOP CARD*

COSTCO
MEMBER
PRICING

LEASE FOR $192 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

$96 1%
AT WITH

WEEKLY FOR 48 MONTHS

$0
DOWN PAYMENT�

2020 TERRAIN SLE FWD ELEVATION

–  STANDARD REMOTE START      –  TRAILERING PACKAGE    
–  STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™ & ANDROID AUTO CONNECTIVITYPLUS

–  TRACTION SELECT SYSTEM      –  INTELLIBEAM HEADLAMPS     
–  STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™ & ANDROID AUTO CONNECTIVITYPLUS

– STANDARD 20” BLACK GLOSS WHEELS
–  UP LEVEL INTERIOR WITH HEATED STEERING 

WHEEL AND FRONT SEATS

–   HEATED FRONT SEATS AND REMOTE  START 
–   STANDARD GMC PRO SAFETY TECHNOLOGIES LIKE: 

- AUTOMATIC EMERGENCY BRAKING
- FOLLOWING DISTANCE INDICATOR
-  LANE KEEP ASSIST WITH LANE 

DEPARTURE WARNING€

SIERRA BLACK MODEL SHOWN 
WITH OPTIONAL FEATURES

– 20" BLACK GLOSS WHEELS 
– TRAILERING PACKAGE
– HEAVY DUTY LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

2020 SIERRA 1500CREW CAB
BLACK EDITION

$79 1.9%
AT

LEASE FOR $158 
BI-WEEKLY,
THAT’S LIKE FOR 24 MONTHS

WITH $2,900 
DOWN PAYMENT^

WEEKLY
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