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Food bank support spanning the globe!

These Cardinal volunteers are all wearing masks which were donated to the South Grenville Food Bank last week through a local connection with the business community of southern
China. Holding the box of masks is Adam Turnbull who spearheaded the donation with his friend Joe Barnhardt on his immediate right. Executive Director Bonnie Pidgeon stands in front.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

Foodbank receives 1,500 masks via Cardinal-China connection
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
CARDINAL – A shipment
of 1,500 medical-officegrade, one-time-use masks
was donated to South
Grenville Food Bank May
27. Adam Turnbull and Joe
Barnhardt, both long-time
residents of the village, presented the boxes of masks
to Executive Director Bonnie Pidgeon and Volunteer
Lead Trudy Watson at the
Cardinal office.
Watson says she and
her volunteers may package their share in groups of
a dozen to hand out to clients.
“That’s just one option;

we will have to look at the
numbers,” says Watson.
“Many of our clients don’t
have the financial means
to buy masks so we were
thrilled when Adam and Joe
came to us.”
Watson will get 500
masks with the rest being divided between the
Prescott and Spencerville
branches. She says the Cardinal site has approximately 100 clients each month,
some of them families.
The masks were obtained through Turnbull’s
connection to Cancham
PRD, a Chinese-based
group of business owners.
Made up of a combina-

tion of Canadian and Chinese businesses working
together in Guangzhou on
the southern tip of China, it
is about an hour away from
Hong Kong. Turnbull lived
and worked in China for
the past 16 years and only
returned to Canada very
early in 2020.
He saw what was developing here and wanted
to do something for the
community he grew up in.
He says a mask factory was
literally “in our back yard”
referring to his business site
in China. Barnhardt was
a friend from early school
days in Cardinal who now
owns a construction com-

pany, so Turnbull reached
out and the two came up
with a plan to get the masks
to Canada.
While Joe looked at the
logistics of moving the
items here, Adam contacted the Canadian Consulate General telling him
what the pair wanted to do.
He spoke to the producer in
China and had donators on
board, so all that remained
was getting them here.
“At first, the logistics
looked difficult when we
were looking at commercial
flights”, says Turnbull. But
then they turned to international carrier DHL and
had them sent here through

them. His brother Robert
also owns a couple of businesses in China and he was
part of that connection.
With all the partners working together, the masks arrived in Canada May 12 and
have been held in isolation
since then.
The Turnbull brothers
have a background in local business – their parents ran Al’s Butcher Shop
20 years ago – and Adam
had a unique chance to go
to China as a young man.
There he started a business
network with vendors from
both countries and was the
first President of the South
China Chamber of Com-

South Grenville Star of the Week is...
Thomas
Jacques

From a nomination: The reason I have chosen Thomas is for the following reasons: this past
Christmas, Thomas wrote the following to Santa: Dear Santa, what I would like for Christmas is for
C
Canada not to be hungry and the homeless to be warm. As a result of Gramma (myself) reading
this letter, I spoke with Thomas and I asked what he would like to do about people being hungry.
He said he would like to take food, extra blankets etc., to Ottawa and hand out at The Mission. This
H
young boy never seizes to amaze me, he attends Wellington Public School, and during the winter he
y
would hand out his mittens and hats to his school mates because he felt bad that their fingers and
w
ears were cold. Even if that meant that Thomas would go all day at school without.
See page 3 for story and picture
If you would like to nominate someone for Star of the Week, email
kate@evansprinting.ca or fill out the nomination form at www.southgrenvillejournal.ca

merce.
At the presentation
last Wednesday, Executive Director Pidgeon told
the two friends she was
“thrilled with their generosity of spirit,” and that she is
proud to know them. The
masks destined for Prescott and Spencerville will
be handed out minus a few
for the transport drivers at
Kriska. Pidgeon and Watson
wanted to do something for
the drivers who are keeping
food deliveries on the road.
Turnbull and Barnhardt
felt that was a great idea;
they say their idea was to
help as many of their fellow
Canadians as possible.

Today’s Star of the Week
brought to you by:

PRESCOTT
FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
Laser, Shockwave
and Physiotherapy
114 King St. W.,Prescott
613-925-3436

Page 2 WEDNESDAY, June 3, 2020

South Grenville Journal

Cardinal arena drainage repair to add parking; service delivery review is in
By Veronica Burchell
SPENCERVILLE
–
Knapp’s Paving Ltd. have
been awarded the job
of completing drainage improvement on
the west side of the Cardinal arena. Their bid of
$72,550.58 was one of
seven received by Edwardsburgh
Cardinal
Township Council.
At the council meeting of May 25, the Operations
Department
brought
information
forward asking for approval of Knapp’s as the
winning firm. Theirs’s
was the lowest bid, coming in $194.03 below the
nearest competitor Robert Nash Excavating. The
highest bid of those received was over $142,000.
The tender was issued
April 28, 2020 and closed
May 19, 2020. This project is designed to im-

prove drainage issues
which were identified
after the arena was built.
The recent completion
of Walker St. reconstruction improved drainage
in this area but did not
eliminate the problem,
council was told in April.
The job awarded to
Knapp’s will complete
the drainage improvement, address water
ponding in the area west
of the parking lot, move
snow storage to the south
and increase parking for
the arena.
$75,000 was budgeted
for the project; the remainder of $1,459 will
be used as a contingency
fund for unforeseen
items which may arise
during construction.
Council was also presented with a lengthy
document from WSCS
Consulting Inc at this
meeting. The company

was engaged in 2019 to
undertake a service delivery review to assist the
township in assessing its
programs. The objective of the review was to
provide an assessment
of services delivered, explore opportunities for
alternatives and to make
recommendations
for
improvements.
The document reports
“the township is a strong
position for developing
a modernized vision for
the future. In recent years
the township has made
significant strides in economic development. Its
close location to major
centres, advanced transportation networks and
natural resources make
this township attractive
for business.”
It goes on to say the
Port of Johnstown and
the industrial park provide unique growth op-

portunities, but both also
face some challenges; industrial and commercial
employers are finding
it difficult to fill vacancies due to a shortage of
labour.
The current ward system was also challenged
in the report. It says the
system reflects pre-amalgamation boundary lines
and during their consultations with both council
and staff, the view was
expressed that this divide
continues to cause issues
of integration and slow
the development of the
township as one community.
A
recommendation
was made that council
undertake a ward review
before the next election, with the objective
of eliminating wards.
Advisors from WSCS
feel this would better
unify the community.

They would like to see
that done before council
moves on their other recommendation – the development of a Strategic
Plan.
The consulting company says a strategic plan
is the first step in setting
“the long-term direction” for the township.
They advocate a process
which starts with community
consultations
which will allow council
to create a strategy which
will guide all of its decisions and priorities. They
also say this would help
council move toward the
creation of long-term
planning and multi-year
budgets.
The document admits
much effort is required
to set this model in place,
but it would reduce the
amount of time needed
to prepare budgets in the
future. They believe inte-

grated planning ensures
that asset management
is included in all master
plans.
The final analysis of
strengths versus weaknesses show Edwardsburgh Cardinal Township
to have a good economic
strategy in place; water,
sewer and safety records
are impeccable; public
access to council and
staff is open and transparent; volunteer and
community recreation
programs are well organized and there is a good
combination of seasoned
and new staff who are all
friendly, knowledgeable
and responsive.
Weaknesses
identified had little to do with
personalities or performance and were mainly
centred around an aging
infrastructure and the
need for more equipment and staff.

Prescott approves funding to three organizations
By Conan de Vries
PRESCOTT - At a
meeting
of
council
Monday night, it was
decided that three area
organizations that had
submitted applications
through Prescott’s community grants program
would be approved for
funding.
Prescott Minor Soccer
will receive $2,700, while
Girls Inc. will be granted
$1,000 and the St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival will receive $18,000.
Prescott Minor Soccer
has canceled its season,
but there are still bills
to pay and preparations
to be made for next sea-

son, without any revenue coming in. The
grant money from the
town will make sure the
organization remains in
a position to eventually
resume offering soccer
programs to the region’s
young people.
“This will put them
back to even for the start
of next year,” said Prescott’s CAO and treasurer,
Matthew Armstrong.
Girls Inc. actually had
two requests of the town
– one for financial assistance and the other for
an in-kind donation of
the use of the Leo Boivin
Community Center. Due
to the restrictions imposed as result of the

global coronavirus pandemic, the group will
not be needing the community center this year,
but Girls Inc. continues
to offer some of its regular programming online.
The organization sometimes subsidizes its programs for families unable to afford them, and
the community grant
will help the group continue to do so.
Before council approved the grant request
by the St. Lawrence
Shakespeare
Festival,
it was requested that
representatives
from
the organization appear before council to
explain why the money

was needed and what
the Festival’s plan is to
return to financial sustainability. The Festival’s
artistic director, Richard
Sheridan Willis and its
general manager, Ingrid
Bjornson, gave a presentation at the council
meeting two weeks ago
and seemed to satisfactorily answer all of
council’s concerns.
Festival representatives also suggested the

town could provide the
funding in two separate
installments.
All told, the town distributed $16,300 to eight
different recipients, including the South Grenville Food Bank, South
Grenville Minor Hockey,
King’s Kitchen, Prescott
Figure Skating Club,
Connect Youth, and
the three organizations
approved at Monday
night’s meeting.

“I’m glad we’re still
able to support where
we can here,” said Mayor Brett Todd, who also
expressed his gratitude
to all the local organizations that have continued to operate as best
they can despite the
pandemic.
“Thanks to all the volunteers and to all the
organizations that do so
much for the community.”

Fort Town set to celebrate Pride Month
By Conan de Vries
PRESCOTT - A council meeting on Monday
night saw discussion of
the town’s plans for Pride
Month as well as the prospect of letting people sit
down on park benches.
Prescott’s CAO and
treasurer, Matthew Armstrong, pointed out that
the Pride crosswalk will
be repainted this week
and that a new flag pole
will be installed shortly
in front of town hall. The
new pole will make it
more convenient for the
town to fly flags marking
special occasions, such as
Pride Month.
“The intention is to
raise the Pride flag on
June 15, and perhaps a
mayor’s proclamation on
that date as well,” said
Armstrong.
Councillor Lee McConnell also brought
up the topic of the current restriction on residents using benches in

town parks and along the
Heritage Trail. He noted
that several people, including some elderly residents, have commented
on the difficulty of taking
walks of any length when
there is nowhere to take a
breather.
“They feel they should
be able to have a sit, and
quite frankly I can’t blame
them,” said McConnell.
The CAO pointed out
that the local health unit
still recommends main-

taining the restrictions on
the use of public benches,
so as to continue reinforcing the need for social
distancing.
Mayor Brett Todd,
however, was leaning
more towards his council
colleague’s point of view
and suggested that with
the number of coronavirus infections so low
locally, it might be time
to revisit the issue at the
next meeting of the Municipal Emergency Control Group.

Unable to open the church doors just yet, Father Brent Brennan, of St. Mark’s Catholic
Church in Prescott, recently began saying Mass outdoors on Saturday and Sunday. The
Mass is held in the church parking lot, and parishioners watch from their cars, tuning
into the Mass on their radios. Social distancing requirements prevent those in attendance from receiving Holy Communion, so an Act of Spiritual Communion is performed
instead.
JOURNAL PHOTO/DE VRIES
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Youth Star of the Week is a hero to the homeless and hungry
By Veronica Burchell
PRESCOTT - Every
now and then a child
comes along who seems
destined to grow into
greatness. According to
his grandmother and
mom, Thomas Jacques of
Prescott is such a boy.
Thomas was nominated for our Star of the
Week by his proud grandmother, Laurie Gamble,
because he has a very
special mission: he wants
to see that no one in Canada goes hungry or cold
on his watch. And he is
succeeding, one person,
one donation, at a time.
“Four years ago, when
he was six, almost seven,
Thomas and his class had
a food drive at school,”
says Gamble. “I noticed
canned goods missing
from the pantry and
he seemed to be going
through lots of hats, mitts
and scarves. We’re an outdoor family so I didn’t
think much about it.”
“One day I realized
that while his Mom and
I were getting his little
brother Aiden ready for
school, Thomas was filling his backpack with
items for the food drive
and to give to kids at
school who didn’t have a
hat or scarf.”
That was the beginning
of Thomas’ gift of giving.
In 2019 his letter to Santa
read: “Why do people in
Canada have to be hungry? I want Canada to not
be hungry and people
not to be cold.” With the
help of Grandma, his

Thomas Jacques, 10, left, is seen here with his grandmother Laurie Gamble, his mother Alicia Jacques and little brother Aiden, 7. Thomas is the Journal’s
Star of the Week and is known to his family as a very generous youth.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

mom Alicia Jacques and
a few other benefactors,
Thomas managed to fill
30 bags with blankets and
30 more with men’s jackets and parkas. When one
donator also gave him a
$50 gift card to spend on
himself, Thomas turned
it into dozens of hand

and foot warmers for the
homeless.
Gamble and her family
headed for a shelter in Ottawa, where bags of fruit
and treats, all the blankets and more than 60
doughnuts were handed
out. When one homeless
gentleman told Thomas

South Grenville Chamber of
Commerce to host virtual AGM

The South Grenville
Chamber of Commerce is
pleased to announce its
2020 Annual General Meeting taking place today at
1:00 pm through Zoom. Local businesses and citizens
are invited to join the discussion.
Guest speakers include
Mayor Brett Todd of the
Town of Prescott, Mayor
Pat Sayeau of the Township
of Edwardsburgh Cardinal,

Deputy-Mayor Jeff Shaver
of the Township of Augusta,
Business Advisor Darren
Gallacher from Grenville
Community Futures Development Corporation,
and Tim Mack from Lanark,
Leeds and Grenville Addictions and Mental Health.
The Chamber will be
discussing topics such as
mental health, economic
recovery post-pandemic,
and plans moving forward.

Listeners can obtain the
Zoom link through email,
the South Grenville Chamber of Commerce website
or Facebook page.
The South Grenville
Chamber of Commerce is
impressed by the resilience
of our community during
this challenging time and
will continue to support
businesses as South Grenville moves through the
pandemic.

Ingredion Plant circa 1970

Part of the Community
since 1858

he wouldn’t need a whole
bag, just a pair of pants,
the
family
searched
through everything until
they came up with a pair.
“That was a powerful
and humbling experience,” says Gamble.
When televised news
programs started reporting the coronavirus
situation early in March,
Thomas, now 10, was

moved to tears at the
number of people out
of work and those who
actually had the virus.
When the world started
to focus on acts of kindness, Thomas wanted to
know why it took a disease to make people be
nice to each other.
“They should do that
all year around,” says this
warm and caring youth,

who is currently missing
his classmates from Wellington Public School.
When asked what
his next project will be,
Thomas smiles shyly and
says he is still working on
getting rid of hunger – he
thinks we still have a long
way to go.
Congratulations
your star Thomas.

on

COviD-19 fRONTliNE hEROES

In your own words, send us
a good news story about a
person or a local business or
organization who went above
and beyond to help someone.

GOOD
NEWS
PROJECT

Each week we’ll choose a
winner and publish their
story and photo in the
South Grenville Journal
and on Facebook

Email your personally written story
of 300 words or less with a photo to
bia@prescott.ca by Friday 5 pm
of each week to be eligible
Brought to you By:
The Downtown Prescott BIA,
Town of Prescott and the
South Grenville Journal
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Let the drops drip
Though we are not
meeting these days, we
are chatting often on
Seniors Centre Without
Walls and over Zoom,
and you have given me
many bright spots. One
of the best moments
from last week (which
was a very good week)
came out of the mouth
of our dear Anne Carter. Let me set the stage
for you:
Our special guest on
Wednesday was Richard
Sheridan-Willis,
who read to us from his
one man show, Strolling
Player, and answered
our questions. We kept
him on the phone for
an hour and would
have continued, except
that is our maximum
length for a call.
He was captivating,
and we were still talking about it on Thursday morning for our
Weekly Faith Lift with
Rev Tracey. She read us
the story of the Good
Samaritan and lifted all
our spirits, which led to
us sharing how help has
come from unexpected
places and how grateful we are for the caring community we call

WALKER HOUSE
E

NEWS
Susan Vallom

home.
Thursday afternoon
we had a Zoom visit
from author Sherry
Pringle, who read us
a story of a Canadian
female spy during the
war. Sherry also shared
a little bit from a child’s
perspective of WWII in
London, and we marvelled at how resilient
children are and at their
ability to find the best
in many difficult situations. I suspect that
many kids who have
been
homeschooling
these past weeks will
look back on this as
a time when they enjoyed themselves playing games and hanging
out at home with their
families.
This brought memories of growing up
in England to Anne,
who was reminiscing
with us about how it
was there during the
war. Talk of rationing
brought up a common

link between then and
now. Apparently this
is not the first time toilet paper has been in
very short supply in
the world. And that’s
when Anne shared her
mother’s words of wisdom for when times are
tough and toilet paper
is scarce: “let the drops
drip”. I’m still smiling
as I type it!
I asked for feedback
from our participants
about your favourite
events from May and
have finalised June’s
calendar with that in
mind. Please reach out
to your friends who
may be feeling lonely
and let them know that
anyone over the age of
55 is welcome to participate in SCWW, and
they can call me at 613925-5300 if they would
like more information.
We are keeping Monday Morning Mindfulness with Una and
Winhara who guide us
in meditation and help
us get set for the week.
Mary Campbell from
Alzheimer’s
Lanark
Leeds Grenville joins
me on Tuesdays for
trivia games and fun

WALKER HOUSE
with Use Your Noodle.
Wednesday afternoons
we spend time getting
to know each other
better with Member
Biographies where Jo
Savage helps me and
interviews a member
live on the phone. This
week is the marvellous
Edith Van Dusen.
On June 17, I am inviting people who contributed their stories
to Fort Town Memories to share them with
us, so you won’t want
to miss that and I’m
holding June 30 for a
special guest - to be announced later.
If you are looking for
updates from the town
and province or have
good news of your own
to share, then call me
on Friday mornings
and in the afternoons
tune in for Read Me a
Story at 2:00 p.m. I’ve
invited local authors to
phone in and read to us.
First up on June 5 is a
Walker House member
and published author,
Sharon Flood with one
of her favourite funny
short stories.
Have a magnificent
week everyone!

SENIORS’ CENTRE
WITHOUT WALLS
Steps to Connect
1) Dial 1-866-279-1594
2) Enter the passcode 5 9 5 0 5 6 then press #
3) Say your name, then press #

MON

TUE

WED

01
Monday Morning
Mindfulness
with Winhara
11am

07

02
Use Your
Noodle!
Games with
Mary
11am

08
Monday Morning
Mindfulness
with Una
11am

14

21

28

16

23
Use Your
Noodle!
Games with
Mary
11am

05

Weekly Faith Lift Share Good
with Rev Tracey News: 11am
10:30am
Read Me A
Story: 2pm

11

12

Weekly Faith Lift Share Good
with Rev Tracey News: 11am
10:30am
Read Me A
Story: 2pm

17
Fort Town
Memories:
2pm

FRI

04

10
Member
Biographies:
With Jo
2pm

Use Your
Noodle!
Games with
Mary
11am

29
Monday Morning
Mindfulness
with Winhara
11am

Member
Biographies:
With Jo
2pm

Use Your
Noodle!
Games with
Mary
11am

22
Monday Morning
Mindfulness
with Una
11am

03

09

15
Monday Morning
Mindfulness
with Winhara
11am

THU

18

19

Weekly Faith Lift Share Good
with Rev Tracey News: 11am
10:30am
Read Me A
Story: 2pm

24
Member
Biographies:
With Jo
2pm

25

26

Weekly Faith Lift Share Good
with Rev Tracey News: 11am
10:30am
Read Me A
Story: 2pm

30
Use Your
Noodle!
Games with
Mary
11am

Special Guest
2pm

*Learn about the week’s events on Monday’s chat
Need help? Call Susan at Walker House at 925-5300

What’s on in South Grenville
Due to the global COVID-19 pandemic
all events in South Grenville have been
suspended-stay tuned for updates
Offering
Bartending
Services for your
Special Events

Marsden
McLaughlin
Funeral Home

Kirsha Hutchcroft

613-802-8532

2065 Dundas, Cardinal, ON
613-657-4848

info@theliquorhutch.ca

www.marsdenmclaughlin.com

SMART SERVE certified

ANY SIZE EVENT!
NOW IN
IROQUOIS

Serving your family in
your time of need

BC-HIS Tinnitus Care Provider

s r

Open: Mon. - Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat. 9am-2pm;
Sunday Closed

Rotary &
Hammer Drilling

For All Your
Insurance Needs
mcdougallinsurance.com

TM

2700 Edward St. N., Prescott • 613-925-5665

  

270 Edward St. Prescott
613-925-5901

r

613-925-4885

WELL DRILLING
Prescott • Since 1986

www.
splashwelldrilling.ca

Todd or Carl • All Work Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES

Personalized Service
Pump Installations

SERVING SOUTH GRENVILLE FOR ALMOST 60 YEARS

613-652-2281
Locally owned & operated
Sophie Cushing B.S.Sc.

 

“Your Neighbourhood
Renovation Centre”
New Structures, Repairs & Renovations
Plumbing & Electrical Needs
Tools

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

THOUSAND ISLAND
HEARING CENTRE
43 Plaza Drive,
Iroquois, On

-Cash for unwanted vehicles
-Great deals on used parts
-Mobile clean up of farm and
industrial scrap metal
VEHICLE AND SCRAP METAL
call or text Joe- 613-657-4857
PARTS REQUESTS
call or text Andrew - 403-404-9129

WWW.BONEYARD.CA
Your
Swimming Pool
Specialist!

Pool Openings
DDon’t
’t be
b di
disappointed
i t d callll now
to book your opening date!!

Pool Water Chemistry,
    

Let us do the dirty work for you!

Weekly Service
randallpoolservice@gmail.com
ll
l
i @
il

Workmanship
Guaranteed

613-340-3291

www.randallpoolservice.ca
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Draft beer and live karaoke on COVID most-missed list
Do you know what I
miss more than anything
else among simple pleasures robbed from us by
COVID-19? It’s very modest really! I miss walking
down King Street from
my house across from the
town harbour in the evening to enjoy a tall glass of
cold draft beer in one of
the local pubs.
I love to belly up to the
bar a couple of times a
week, be it O’Heaphy’s,
Boomer’s, or the Red
George. As a hard and fast
rule, I much prefer freshly
drawn draft over bottled
beer; I’ve been known to

I forgot to settle
down. Oh, I followed
the right steps. Got
schooling. Check. Got
a job. Check. Got a
place to live. Check. Got
married. Check check
check. But somehow, I
just kept saying “Why
not?” when opportunities in other cities came
up, and the problem is,
I never really took much
time to actually answer
the question “why not?”
because if I had, who
knows if I ever would
have gone?
But go I did to Toronto, Dallas, New York,
LA, Chicago, Atlanta,
Montreal and Budapest. To name a few.
My life friend, Steve,
whom I met while in
photographic
school,
kept a five-inch by sev-

A
New
View
By Tom
Van Dusen

turn around and walk out
of a pub I walked into for
the first time after discovering there are no taps in
place.
Yes, there are times
when you simply can’t
avail yourself of a draft.
When those dreaded occasions arise, I turn to
bottled or canned craft
beer made regionally as

the next best thing. Unless desperate, I’ve pretty
much given up on tasteless, uniform packaged
beer, mass-produced by
one of the large commercial breweries.
There are those who
say: “Tom… you can have
a beer at home during
COVID. You know that the
Beer Store and the LCBO
were remarkably declared
essential services. Have at
it!” But, you see, I’m not a
drinker per se… I’m a social drinker, and there’s a
clear distinction.
To get in the mood, I
need the long polished

bar with brass fittings,
the bottles lined up so alluringly on the back wall,
the rickety stools, the promotional beer signs, the
sticky floors, other imbibers hunched protectively over their beverages,
taciturn servers, and live
music if possible… atmosphere man, atmosphere!
I almost never drink at
home, beer or any other
adult beverage. Sometimes when there’s company, as when my son Oliver and his partner Katelin
stayed over this weekend,
I have a bottled beer and
perhaps a glass of wine…

but I don’t particularly
enjoy it! I fake it for the
sake of my guests.
One of the few exceptions I make to the absence of taps is the Prescott Legion, which offers
the second modest pleasure I really miss… Friday
night karaoke where I
was a regular - drinking
Caesars instead of commercial beer out of a bottle! It just goes to prove the
old slogan that you don’t
always appreciate what
you have until it’s gone.
Some of us have tried
Zoom karaoke, but it’s
just not the same as the

Settle down, young man
You’ve
got to be
kidding
William Lower

en-inch address book.
Even as my career had
just begun, I was still a
double page spread in
his address book. Cities, streets and relationships all whiz by like
tableaux seen from the
window of a passing
train.
The trouble with my
train is that occasionally it goes full speed
ahead while at the same
time laying tracks.
Like now.
I am moving.
Don’t get me wrong,
I love where I am at

Galop Canal. And I
will miss the place and
certainly the stunning
view I have of the river,
the township lands,
the passing freighters
and the three blue herons who call this place
home. And I will miss
my neighbours; I will
miss Kevin who has
earned the distinction
of towing me out of ice,
out of snow and out of
mud and given that I
live on the water, I can
assure you I will miss
my plumber, Eric.
But my house I love,
on the river I love, is
sold. As far as I know
about the buyer, it
would seem my neighbours are getting a

neighbour
upgrade.
Neighbour 2.0.
What is different
about this move are a
couple of things. First,
every other move involved crates for statues
and a couple of paintings as well as the truckfull of boxes and belongings. For this move,
I am paring my life
down to four (it started
out as three) suitcases,
and that is it. No boxes.
No crates. Just four suitcases.
That thought might
terrify some people. I
understand. It wasn’t
long ago that I had all
the ‘stuff’ that went into
the crates and boxes as
well as furniture I mis-

613-925-4265
ASK A REALTOR

VIGNETTES …. how to create illusions and a life

A vignette is a classic staging technique that suggests uses for a space that are both
inviting and purposeful: perhaps a chess or board game in a quiet nook, or a reading
chair with a lamp and table in a cozy corner. By using what you have in a creative
way, you turn your house into a showpiece where the buyer is free to imagine his or
her own family relaxing.
Entryways are much more than a place for your keys:
Staged properly, they invite the buyer to spend as much time as possible exploring
your house. A small bench or table, an attractive spread of cookies or an array of
candles can make your foyer intriguing and comforting to new visitors. It is true that
first impressions are everything. A warm cozy feel that hugs you when you enter. I
don’t care for scented candles masking the natural scents. Don’t get me wrong I love
them, but not in a listed home. Clean is the smell we want.
Clean your garage. What I always say to my sellers is....”HEY you are moving !
Pack it up !” While you may use the garage as a catchall, you can transform the whole
feel of your house by cleaning it out, bleaching the floors, painting the walls and letting
a little light in. A spotless, well-organized garage is a lovely surprise that shows your
buyer how meticulous you can be.
A common pitfall when staging the dining room, however, is overdoing it.
Remember to edit yourself -- you’re telling just enough of the story to inspire your
buyers, not overwhelm them with your vision. We don’t need to see your set up for
12 guests....
Stay tuned for more ideas and feel free to contact me if you are readying to sell.
Together Virtually and Safely, we can get you, and your family home ready.

no other means than by
default. Call me a realist,
but glancing at the date
on my birth certificate, I
don’t think there is a lot
of time left to settle down
in.
So eventually one will
settle down. But is that
what it is?
Is that what my epitaph will say? “Here lies
William Lower who never
settled down.”
Or maybe it will read,
“Here lies William Lower
who never settled.”
Nah. It will probably
just read, “Here lies…
what was his name
again?”

TOWNSHIP OF
EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL

Home of Fine Furnishings & Appliances

MADMACS
MADMACS
FURNITURE
South Grenville
Journal

takenly thought was important. I can imagine
you might be imaging
your home and the
thought of trying to fit
your life into four suitcases might be daunting.
But I figure everything
about me is ultimately
going to fit into an urn
anyway so why not start
shedding now? And I can’t
tell you the freedom.
The second thing
about this move is that it
might very well achieve
what no other move has
done: it could very well
be the move where I settle down if even through

live version with singers standing in front of a
crowd, their performances
enhanced by the atmosphere of the Legion bar.
Singing out of your square
on the Zoom screen just
doesn’t cut it!
Will these pleasures
ever return? I guess they
slowly are in some way,
shape or form. But it won’t
be the same if you have to
social distance, lower your
mask to sing, pick up your
draft with plastic gloves,
and sanitize before and
after. COVID-19: The virus
that fun forgot!

The
home of
fine
furnishings
Monday to Thursday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Friday
9:00am-6:00pm
Saturday
9:00am-3:00pm

NEW AND USED
ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES
Agents for Purolator and
Brockville Dry Cleaning

613-657-3037

2069 DUNDAS ST. CARDINAL

Committee of the Whole
– Admin & Finance
Monday , June 8, 1:00 p.m.
Committee of the Whole – PW/ES/F
Monday, June 15, 1:00 p.m.
Public Meeting
– Zoning Amendments
Wednesday, June 17, 8:00 a.m.
Port Management Committee
Wednesday, June 17, 9:00 a.m.
From time to time, the Mayor meets with advisors and
consultants for the municipality. Members of Council are
always welcome to attend these meetings and occasionally
quorum may be present. The public will be notified that
the meetings are planned and any information received
will be reported at regular Council meetings
All meetings are open to the public and are held at the
Township Office in Spencerville unless otherwise noted.
Please check the municipal website for the most
current list of upcoming meetings www.TWPEC.ca

Easy Recycling Tips

All plastic/glass containers must
be cleaned before being recycled
to avoid contamination

Township Office – 613 658-3055, Recreation Director 613-349-9491, Public Works-613-657-4606,
Environmental Services- 613-657-3765
www.TWPEC.ca

Page 6 WEDNESDAY, June 3, 2020

JournalEDITORIAL

editor’s notebook

Who do you trust most?
I desperately need a haircut.
I see the way people are looking at it.
It’s hideous.
I’d love to be able to call my stylist Angie up, make that appointment and spend that precious ten minutes in her chair, watching
my hair fall to the floor as we discuss old friends and new happenings in the community.
We would all like to get back to what we used to call normal.
It would be beyond phenomenal to be able to hop into the car,
head into town and pick a restaurant where we could sit in a
booth and order something to delight our taste buds. Afterwards,
it would be perhaps some light shopping. Before we call it a night,
an hour somewhere with drinks, guitars and laughter would be
pretty damn cool too.
We all want that.
So I can understand our municipal leaders wanting to open up
our services and our economy as soon as possible.
They are correct when they say “we are not Toronto”. The thing
is, this virus could care less if we are Toronto, Timbuktu or tinytown Ontario. It is not looking at a map when it enters into our
restaurants or stores. It is looking for a host.
Part of why we, in the rural and the North, have been successful
for our decline in numbers may well be our remote locations…
but the bulk of the credit for our growth to this point has been our
willingness to adhere to the guidelines set before us from those
much better equipped to understand and combat this situation;
the doctors and health professionals who have set the bar for
fighting the pandemic.
So why, as we continue to move potentially nearer a point where
we can move on with life , would we abandone the advice of the
think-tank knowledge and a strategy that has made our country a
leader in controlling this virus, and place our faith in the wisdom
of part-time municipal politicians?
I would respectfully ask us all to think before we leap.
My Mom, who has hair almost as bad as mine, turned 91 yesterday. We would have loved to fill our yard with her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and friends as we celebrated the
occasion in the manner it deserves.
My oldest daughter has an underlying health condition that
has prevented me from hugging her for months. We used to have
lunch together a few times a week. Words can’t explain how I miss
that.
It is neither easy nor fun to be in the situation we are all in today. The way out of this situation is in trusting and respecting the
advice of those who understand how to win this war against an
invisible enemy.
If thinking about my mom and kids doesn’t restore your patience, just pretend it is your own family at risk…because it is.
joe
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The convert
My plans went out the window this weekend. to take the lead on the planning. What’s wrong
As Mother Nature continues her unpredictable with her? I don’t know. And I didn’t ask questions.
dance, the summer-esque weather left us as
She got me started with a few questions and
quickly as it came, and we were reminded that recommendations, and I swore an oath to myself
we’re not out of the woods just yet. Our fireplace is to make the first call (Facebook message actually)
back on, and I’m thawing my parthe next day. And I did. We got
tially-frozen toes by the warmth of
our dream photographer, and the
Publisher’s process was smooth as silk.
my trusty space-heater as I write.
Pen
Those plans that went out the
So I sent more messages,
window? More time in my garmade phone calls, and spent
Kate
dens. There’s fresh weeds comhours on Expedia and travel
Martelle
ing up already; the age-old battle
blogs searching for that perfect
between gardener and soil. Alas,
honeymoon destination. Then
it will have to wait. If there’s one
something happened. I couldn’t
thing I can’t stand – it’s being cold. So inside I wait to make the next call. I was perusing wedding
stayed for the majority of the cloud-covered themes and bridesmaid dresses just for fun.
weekend.
That’s right – I’m excited. Beyond excited. I
While I didn’t get a thing planted in my gar- finally understand the mind of every bride I’ve
dens, I finally got around to planting another ever known. I find myself filling every available
important seed this week. I started planning my hole in conversation with wedding talk and planwedding.
ning every detail over and over again in my head
Michael and I got engaged last June, so per- as I go about my day.
haps I’m a little slow on starting the planning
Maybe the best part about my new-found pasprocess for our August 2021 nuptials. A procras- sion for wedding planning is having something to
tinator by nature, this tendency was exacerbated look forward to after this. In a world more like the
by a two-year engagement and a feeling of having one we remember from not-so-long-ago. Seeing
‘forever’ to plan.
friends and relatives all together and celebrating.
As the weather warms and summer is on the Travelling. Touring. Dining.
tips of our tongues, it hit me that I’m getting marIt can be hard as this situation goes on to reried ‘next’ summer. Time to start the engine on member that there is a future to look forward to
this thing.
after this, a future where we will all be together
Honestly, the whole idea overwhelmed me. I again.
know I was supposed to be excited, but I felt like
Don’t get me wrong, I’m a big believer in living
going to town hall and calling it a day instead in today and focusing on the positive in every mowhen I started to think about the million choices ment. But sometimes having something to focus
and minute details I’d spend the next year focus- on in the future can change your perspective on
ing on.
the present.
Luckily, I have a sister who got married last
So anyways… you want to hear about my wedJune, my Maid of Honour, who also owns a spe- ding?
See you soon South Grenville,
cial events business. A perfect personal wedding
Kate
planner. And she was ready, willing, and excited

Heroes
Has it been weeks or months since the expertly directed to each relevant box by HanCOVID pandemic reared its particularly ugly nah (RN). Then my vitals were taken by Mary
head?
(RN), who took care to ensure I was comfortSo far, its personal impact on me has been able and at ease.
fairly limited – I’ve has to take on more of the
Finally, the swab test itself. Sadly, I didn’t
grocery chores as Kate has been under strict catch the doctor’s name (hearing was pretty
lockdown, and we remain unmessed up). The test took ten
sure about summer plans to
seconds to complete and was
have my children over to spend
far less uncomfortable than I
their school vacation in Canhad expected.
BRITISH GUY
ada.
Hannah then gave me all the
On Friday that changed.
information I needed to access
Dramatically.
my results online and made
MIKE
Thursday, I had woken up
sure I was able to get back to my
EVANS
with a slight but annoying convehicle comfortably.
gestion headache. By the afterTwo days of feeling generally
noon, this had developed into fever symp- terrible with the added bonus of worrying if
toms, full-on body aches, and extreme fatigue I had the virus, and if I’d given it to Kate, fol(I was asleep in bed by 7:00 p.m.).
lowed.
So, on Friday morning I got myself to the
On Sunday (less than 48 hours after my
Memorial Centre in Brockville to be tested for test), I was able to access my results online.
COVID-19. I have to admit, I had to be bullied A very happy negative! The relief was slightly
by Kate a little bit on this as I knew this would offset by the fact that I was still feeling unwell,
impact my work schedule for the weekend but I couldn’t help but be impressed by the
(due to work three 12-hour shifts). She is very speed and efficiency of the whole process.
much the voice of reason in our relationship.
Now, on Monday, I am finally symptomAfter speaking with my work’s occupation- free, but still have to self-isolate for a further
al health department, the decision was pretty 72 hours.
clear-cut. Get tested and no outside contact
There are a lot of precautions and measfor 72 hours after the cessation of symptoms ures put in place to make sure:
Everyone stays safe and healthy
– and that’s if the test is negative!
a)
b) We don’t overburden our health care
So at 10:00 a.m. on Friday morning, I
started the testing process. It was already system
******
busy there, with several cars parked, their ocThe song lyrics from my headline
cupants waiting to be called in. A fully face(Heroes by David Bowie) go, “we
masked health worker came and took my decan be heroes, just for one day”. Our
tails and directed me to a parking spot where
health care workers are heroes every
I needed to wait to be called in. I got myself
day. They are potentially exposed
as comfortable as possible, as I prepared for a
to COVID-19 dozens or more times
lengthy wait.
daily yet show nothing but the utThis turned out to be less than 15 minutes!
most professionalism and care.
What followed was a display of efficiency,
compassion, and care that I should have exSo Hannah, Mary, and all the
pected but was still surprised by.
other heroes – thank you.
Floor markings were everywhere, and I was

THAT

Letters to the Editor welcome – email: joe@evansprinting.ca or fax: 613-925-3472
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Consulting the Magic Eight Ball on COVID-19
My fortune telling skills
have never been great, but
where 2020 is concerned,
everything is completely
off the charts. Tarot cards,
Ouija board, tea leaves,
Magic Eight Ball—I don’t
care what you use, it’s
impossible to determine
what the world is going to
throw at us next.
That seems particularly true when it comes
to COVID-19. Even though
we are now starting the
fourth month of living
with a social and economic
lockdown, it is difficult to
say where we really are
in terms of dealing with
the virus, reopening our
businesses, and just simply moving back to some
sense of normalcy, “new”
normal or not.
This past week has been
a fun-house ride without
any of the fun. We got all
of the discombobulation
and nausea and unease,
though. I guess that’s what
happens when you don’t
have the roller-coaster reassurance that no matter
how scary the ride is, it’ll
all be okay in the end.
Those sorts of reassurances are long gone.
I mean, I absolutely
know that we will survive
COVID-19 and eventually
thrive again—albeit after
undeniably horrific economic pain and suffering.
I have a tremendous sense

of pride in our community. Prescott citizens have
done their best to respect
what are truly unnatural
regulations keeping us
apart. They are necessary
right now, but the social
isolation is grinding down
all of us at this point (and
I’m saying that as someone who is not exactly the
world’s biggest extrovert).
Questions remain on
how we move through the
coming weeks, though. Ontario numbers have been
trending down with the
occasional spike, which is
generally good news. It will
be interesting to see how
the week ahead transpires,
though, given the weekend
protests. Numbers remain
high in the Toronto area,
while around here the
curve has been flattened
and blown away like the
Coyote after an encounter
with the Road Runner.
That leads to re-opening questions, such as allowing regions with relatively few cases to open
up faster than those with
more. This argument has
been advanced a lot lately.
It was a major subject of
our most recent Eastern
Ontario Mayors’ Caucus
Zoom meeting a couple

of weeks’ ago, with Kingston Mayor Bryan Paterson making a case for this
concept given how the
Limestone City has virtually zero coronavirus cases.
Our neighbours on council
in Edwardsburgh-Cardinal
passed a motion to advocate for this just last week,
as well, so the push to allow some regions to open
faster than others is growing.
I certainly see the appeal here. We all know the
devastation that even this
partial lockdown is having
on our businesses and our
citizens. But I’m not sure
how such an unbalanced
opening system can work
given the free movement
of people across municipal borders here in Ontario
and of course across the
Ontario-Quebec
border
to our east, awfully close
to the national COVID-19
capital in Montreal.
Managing regional reopenings would be a nightmare. I don’t know how it
could be done without encouraging more travel that
could well spread the virus
from harder-hit cities to
our rural and small urban
centres that have largely
escaped serious transmission numbers in the community at large.
Heck, I’d be awfully
tempted to drive a good
long way for a haircut right

now myself. How about
you? We can all see the
temptation that regional
re-openings would create.
That allure will only increase as we move into the
summer months and city
dwellers become desperate to escape concrete canyons for green grass and
blue water.
It seems like the end
goal for these sorts of
regional measures is to
open up…but just for locals. We open up, but ban
outsiders to preserve our
low number of cases. But
as I noted last week in this
space with regard to the
concerns about Quebec
seasonal slip-holders in
our marina, it is impossible
to do this completely safely
without the province enforcing travel restrictions
both within Ontario and at
the provincial border.
Since the Ontario government did not look at
these sorts of restrictions
in March and April when
the virus was at its peak, I
can’t imagine that it would
look at such draconian
policies now. Unless things
got much, much worse, of
course.
All the regulations and
restrictions do not matter
much at this point, though.
The onus is on the individual. We all know what
precautions need to be
taken. We all know the rou-

tine about staying six feet
apart, about hand-washing, about masking up in
certain situations, and so
forth. It’s on us to practice
these measures and take
care of one another.
We’ve done a damn
good job of this, especially locally. Maybe that
means we do trust in one
another, trust in how far
we’ve come, and trust that
we are collectively smart
enough to move into the
next phase of this new
normal. Then again, this is
also a society full of people
who don’t pick up after
their dogs and text while
driving. And we just saw a
doctor in New Brunswick
spread COVID-19 thanks
to a spectacularly ill-advised decision to travel
into Quebec and not selfisolate on his return.
So does that mean that
we open up more on a
regional basis? Do we stay
in lockdown? Well, as the
Magic 8 Ball on my desk
just told me when I asked
it these questions, “Reply
hazy. Ask again later.” See
you next week.
*** ***
Happy Pride to all those
celebrating now that we
have flipped the calendar
over into June. And just a
note to everyone that we
will be marking the occa-

sion again this year with
the raising of the Pride
flag at town hall on June
15. This has been delayed
a short time this year because of issues installing
the new town hall flagpole
so that we have a dedicated place to fly flags while
ensuring the Canadian flag
always flies on its own.
And the Pride Crosswalk
on King Street. will be repainted in the coming days
as well. Vandalism continues to take place here,
which is extremely disappointing to see. This will
make no difference in the
end. We will continue to
maintain the Pride Crosswalk, support its message of human rights, and
proudly demonstrate that
we are a welcoming community for all.
Hate will never, ever be
tolerated in Prescott.
Please note thatwe are
watching the crosswalk site
closer than ever. And that a
guilty plea was entered in
court earlier this year for
intentional tire burnouts
there last summer. Aside
from the sheer stupidity
involved in committing
an act like this, you risk
fines, legal costs, restitution costs, and public embarrassment. Please keep
all of that in mind, even if
you can’t bring yourself to
support the Pride Rainbow
and what it stands for.

Reporting on 2019 EC financial statements
Some folks may find it
dry reading, but after 25
years in business I always
look forward to receiving
the final year-end financial
statements of both the Port
of Johnstown and the township at this time of year. The
year-end financial statements are a great report
card for determining how
well council has managed
the financial affairs of the
township over the preceding year. I hope you will find
this short review both interesting and informative.
To start, I will remind
readers that although the
Port of Johnstown is owned
by the township, it is recognized as a separate business
enterprise and is operated
as a separate division of
the township with its own

Committee of Management, its own management
and staff and its own bank
account, chequebook, and
financial statements.
Port management submitted their December 31,
2019 Year-End Financial
Statement to the Committee of Management on
February 19 and brought
them forward for committee review and approval on
May 20, although the port
auditors had already performed their external audit
in the intervening period.
Revenues for the year totalled $8,428,179 and after

expenses of $4,675,248,
income from operations
before depreciation and
amortization and change
in fair value of investments
totalled $3,752,931. After
deductions for the items
just mentioned the total
comprehensive income for
the year was $3,293,050.
Included in the expenses
was $50,000 contributed
toward the Ingredion Centre debt and $758,340 paid
to the township and used
to defray taxes increases
of about 15%. All-in-all the
Port had a very successful
2019 and the Committee of
Management was pleased
to receive and approve the
financial statements and
extend congratulations and
sincere thanks to the port
management and staff.

The township Year-End
Consolidated
Financial
Statements came to the
council meeting of May 25,
2020 just after the mayor
and management staff
had met with the auditor
to review the 2019 audit
findings. 2019 revenues
from taxation, fees, grants,
investments and donations totalled $11,551,798,
which added to “other revenue” of $3,733,759 (capital grants, deferred revenue earned and equity
Income from government
business enterprises) resulted in total revenue of
$15,285,557 before expenses of $10,480,714, thus resulting in a PSAB surplus
for the year of $4,804,843
under the PSAB (Public
Sector Accounting Board)

accounting system. The
surplus is not a cash surplus and is mostly an asset
surplus which means that
we improved our asset base
(roads, bridges, buildings,
sewer and water systems
etc.) faster than they depreciated.
There are many interesting schedules included
in the financial statements
now that all municipal accounting requires tangible
capital asset reporting and
folks may be interested
to know that when both
financial and non-financial assets are totalled, we
began the year with an
accumulated surplus of
$70,818,138 and ended
with $75,622,981. In EC,
the financial assets and the
non-financial assets are

about equal.
Another
interesting
schedule is the report on
the reserves and the reserve funds, which together totalled $6,536,728 at
the beginning of the year
and ended the year at
$7,260,021.
We had a very productive meeting with the auditor prior to the financial
statements coming before
council and were pleased
to learn that he will be issuing an Unqualified Audit
Opinion that the financial
statements present fairly,
in all material respects,
the consolidated financial
position of the township
as at December 31,2019
and council was pleased
to receive and approve the
statements.

Augusta Township observes the passing of long-time firefighter Harvey Lippiatt
It is with a heavy heart
that Fire Chief Rob Bowman announced the
passing of Honorary Firefighter Harvey Lippiatt.
Firefighter Harvey Lippiatt served the residents
of Augusta Township as a
firefighter for 35 years.
Fire Chief Bowman
described Harvey as being someone who the
Fire Department and the
township could always
count on when needed.
The Chief added that you

could always find Harvey
doing something around
the Fire Hall or just lending a hand to anyone who
needed it.
As mayor, one of my
main memories of Harvey is his participation,
along with former firefighter Glen Kirkland (de-

ceased), in the Town of
Prescott’s annual “Light
Up the Night” Christmas
parades. Fire Chief Bowman related that he will
always remember listening to Harvey and Glen
playfully argue while they
would put the Christmas
lights on the 1957 Pumper 1. My recollection is
that the two of them took
huge pride in decorating
Pumper 1 with as many
Christmas lights as possible to win first prize.

Firefighter
Lippiatt
was also a regular participant at the North Augusta’s annual Labour
Day event and parade. In
this regard, I recall being
assigned two years ago
to drive the Fire Department’s van for my participation as mayor in the
Labour Day Parade. Normally, Harvey would have
been escorting me in the
passenger seat, but due
to his increasing health
challenges I accepted to

drive, and Harvey occupied the passenger seat.
Very early in the Parade,
it became evident that
Harvey was the sole object of the cheers and
well wishes from everyone along the complete
parade route. Frankly, I
was impressed by the tremendous outflow of care
and affection for him and
confess I felt proud and
honoured to have been
his escort in the Parade.
Fire Chief Bowman

noted with sorrow that
due to COVID-19 restrictions, it would be impossible to attend a wake
or funeral.
However,
we understand that immediate family would
be planning something
in the future. On behalf
of council and the township, I wish to convey our
sympathies to Harvey’s
family and look forward
to participating in any
future event of appreciation and respect.
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Solid foundation at home results in unique custom roofing business
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
ALGONQUIN – If
necessity really is the
mother of invention,
Luke Pellett has gone
above and beyond that
familiar quote. He has
taken several household
must-haves and given
birth to both a business
and a sideline.
After 17 years in custom and general roofing, the 35-year-old
formed his own company – North Country
Copper – two years ago
and decided to specialize in restoring the roofs
of heritage homes and
buildings. During the
recent pandemic, he has
learned that not only is
roofing a necessity, so is
a good and sturdy mailbox.
“I was always interested in heritage restoration, mostly copper
work,” says the father
of three, who also subs
his skills out to several
builders in the Eastern
Ontario area. “The mailboxes are just a small
sideline. I wanted to create something unique
for each home I work
on.”

His
custom-copper
roofing business takes
him to heritage homes
and buildings across the
province. Currently he
is working in Picton and
is lining up more jobs
for the coming months.
This home had what is
architecturally called a
“shed-style roof”, meaning it has a low peak. He
decided to create a mailbox resembling a scaleddown version of the
house, which he will give
the owner as a unique
signature piece when
the job is complete.
Pellett first tried crafting a custom mailbox
in the workshop on his
property on Algonquin
Road in Augusta Township. During the COVID
-19 slowdown, he had
the time to devote to
the project and the need
to stay busy. He was so
pleased with the artful metal result that it
now rests atop a post at
the end of his driveway.
Other
one-of-a-kind
mailboxes have been ordered by his neighbours
who found the project a
fun and attractive addition to their own homes.
“Like most things in

Copper and sheet metal artist: Luke Pellett of Algonquin poses with one of his handmade mailboxes. His business, North
Country Copper, is primarily about restoring heritage buildings, but COVID-19 gave him time to add a few new ideas to
his repertoire.
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life, creating my own
business is about balance,” he says. “I started my company with
the intention of being
successful, but also
to have time with my
family,” says the dad of

BGH ready to slowly resume
elective, non-urgent surgeries
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
BROCKVILLE – After
more than a two-month
wait, patients previously slated for surgery at
Brockville General Hospital will be called soon
and scheduled for their
procedure, says Nick Vlacholias, President and
CEO.
“BGH has been approved by the Ontario
government to gradually resume scheduled
(meaning elective or
non-urgent)
surgeries
and procedures,” the
CEO said in a press release Monday. During a
later interview he added
“these efforts will help
balance surgery waitlists,
ensure fair access to care
and resource availability.”
The surgeries targeted
for this first round will be
cataracts and cystoscopies, because of the growing waiting list for these
procedures. Vlacholias
says those who had to
cancel at the onset of
the pandemic and have
waited the longest will
be the first ones rescheduled. The CEO added that
BGH does approximately
10,000 day-surgeries in
an average year and in
2020 about 1,500 of those
have been deferred since
mid-March.
Before being able to
expand services, BGH

had to demonstrate appropriate and sustainable levels of personal
protective
equipment
(PPE) and a downward
trend of patients who are
positive for COVID-19.
One key message to patients which the hospital has stressed since the
beginning is that they are
putting safety first.
“Our community has
worked incredibly hard
to follow safety protocols
set out by public health,
like physical distancing,
proper hand hygiene and
self-isolating when necessary,” says Vlacholias,
“I credit our community
with helping to keep the
number of patients with
COVID-19 at BGH and
across Leeds-Grenville
and Lanark at a moderate
to low level.”
All people recalled for
surgery will have to answer health questions

when the hospital calls
to book their surgery or
procedure. The day they
arrive for that appointment they will be asked
the same questions again
before being allowed to
enter the hospital. If the
answers, or your condition change, you will be
referred for a virus test
at the assessment centre
and the results will be
sent to your family doctor. Results are averaging
at about 72 hours.
BGH like other hospitals in Ontario cannot resume ambulatory clinics
and diagnostic services
until information on reopening these services is
provided by the province.
Likewise, the CEO adds,
if cases of COVID-19 dramatically increase at any
phase of reopening, the
hospital has prepared
a plan to quickly ramp
down those services.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
Dr. Gauri Shankar
Open Monday 7:30 - Noon.
Wednesday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Now accepting new patients

Laser Therapy Treatments and Shockwave Therapy Treatments
114 King St. W., Prescott

613-925-3436

six-year-old Ameliyah,
four-year-old Clara and
eight-month-old Jonah.
His wife Miranda has
also experienced the
pressures of balancing
a home and business, as
the proprietor of Country Girl Cupcakes, formerly in Cardinal.
But in March, after
only a scant two years
in his own business, Pellett and his family joined
the rest of the nation in
being hit with COVID
restrictions
regarding
work and being able to
gather on a job site.
“With something like
COVID, you ask yourself

‘how am I coming back
from this?’ With a family
to think about, I wanted
to find another piece
to the business which I
could do from home.”
As a result, Pellett is
exploring even more
avenues where he can
put his custom sheet
metal and copper skills
to good use. A collector
box, which is a decorative
and
functional
structure attached to a
roof in heritage times,
is only one idea he has
added to his repertoire.
Another is a beautiful
copper sink he made for
his main bathroom at

home.
“Miranda and I came
up with that together,”
he says, adding that the
couple quite often toss
ideas back and forth and
he is sure they will continue to come up with
unique designs together.
“The heart of any
good business is the
base you have at home,”
he says. After talking to
Pellett and his wife you
realize the base here is
so strong, the roof will
last forever. Not only at
home but on any building which Luke Pellett
and North Country Copper take on.

STIHLCanada

www.stihl.ca

MS 291 Gas Chain Saw

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all
chain saws, power tools and accessories
will remain in effect until November 30,
2019. Illustrations and descriptions are as
accurate as known at the time of publication
and are subject to change without notice.
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a
printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has
the ﬁnal authority to set product pricing.
Pricing valid at participating dealers
only.*Weight with powerhead only.

$499.95
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
for our local businesses
as they continue to support
our community during this
challenging time
“Due to a changing environment, the face of small business in our community
has transformed as they leard to reinvent themselves and survive during
this difﬁcult time. I encourage residents to buy local as small businesses
continue to serve their customers the best they can”

Guido Modrow
Construction

1823191 Ontario Inc.

If you have a house issue.
We can help you inside and out.

Augusta Township Mayor Doug Malanka

OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday 8:30am-4:30pm
www.augusta.ca
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Tel:(613) 348-1149

Cell: 613-802-1149 FAX: (613) 348-1866
1045 County Rd.15, Brockville, ON, K6V 5T1.

W.A. PAKEMAN
& ASSOCIATES LTD.
6SHFLDOL]LQJLQ
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WE ARE OPEN
MON-FRI 7:30-5PM SATURDAY 9-2PM

CROSSINGS ROAD AND TRAIL
2700 Edward St. Prescott ON
info@crossingsroadandtrail.com

HEALING
MINIS
Retreat Into Nature
Individuals, couples and families up to 5 people at
a time. Book appt online covered by extended health
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equine therapy.
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Vacuum Thermal Forming - EST. 1996
4XDOLW\SDUWVEXLOWWR\RXUVSHFLÀFDWLRQV
DWFRVWVDOLJQHGZLWK\RXUEXVLQHVVPRGHO
7KDW·VZKDW\RXJHWZKHQ\RXXVH97),QF
DVSDUWRI\RXUVXSSO\FKDLQ
&W\5G6SHQFHUYLOOH21



Prevention and Regulatory
Solutions Ltd.
}*} 
3UHYHQWLRQ DQG 5HJXODWRU\ 6ROXWLRQV /WG SURYLGHV SURIHVVLRQDO
FRQVXOWLQJVHUYLFHVLQKHDOWKVDIHW\DQGHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUV)RXQGHG
LQLQ0DLWODQG21LWKDVJURZQWREHWKHFRPSDQ\RIFKRLFHIRU
QXPHURXV SURJUHVVLYH RUJDQL]DWLRQV ZKR UHTXLUH SHULRGLF RU RQJRLQJ
FRPSOLDQFHVXSSRUW
3UHYHQWLRQDQG5HJXODWRU\6ROXWLRQV/WGLVGHGLFDWHGWRKHOSLQJÀUPV
DFKLHYHFRPSOLDQFHZLWKKHDOWKVDIHW\DQGHQYLURQPHQWDOOHJLVODWLRQZLWK
DGLYHUVHUDQJHRIVHUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJFXVWRPL]HGSURJUDPGHYHORSPHQW
DXGLWLQJWUDLQLQJULVNDVVHVVPHQWVSUHVWDUWKHDOWKDQGVDIHW\UHYLHZV
DQGDLUDQGQRLVHPRQLWRULQJ
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Bridging The Gap
mag10@ripnet.com

ontariohealthquotes.ca
2850 Merwin Lane Prescott, Ontario


 



     

CONTINUING TO SERVE
OUR COMMUNITY.
Operating under social distancing
measures for the health & safety of
our staff and community.

LET'S GET TO WORK.
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EQUIPMENT RENTAL

KENMILLEREXCAVATING.CA

JEFF LONGSTAFF
ASPHALT SHINGLER

Essential
repair only
Call for service
&RXQW\5RDG0DLWODQG21
3KRQH_)D[

(613) 340-0469
ACCOLADEROOFING@XPLORNET.CA

4438 Ashby Road, Augusta ON

Brockville and Eastern Ontario vegetation control/weed
control Industrial spraying and grounds maintenance

FULLY OPEN FOR SERVICE
Member of OVTA, Landscape Ontario, OVTA,
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LISA BELL

Financial Consulting
1000 Islands Village 2-1120 Suite 204
Highway 2 East, , Brockville, ON K6V 5T1 Tel: (613) 498-2403
lisa.bell@investorgroup.com
* Licence Sponsored by The Canada Life Assurance Company

%XVLQHVVKRXUVDUHWKHVDPHDPWRSPEXWRXURIÀFHLV
FXUUHQWO\FORVHG:HDUHDYDLODEOHE\SKRQHDQGIRUYLUWXDOPHHWLQJV

OPEN TO SERVE YOU
Phone: 613-802-5497

Email: tntdynamitesign@xplornet.com

Monday - Friday: (8AM-5PM)
Saturday: (8AM-1PM) Sunday: (Closed)
Address: 2442 Concession Rd 2 RR # 1, Prescott, ON
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The fate of the mudpout
My stomach started to churn as soon
as I heard my brothers planning what they
were going to do that
Saturday morning.
The Bonnechere River was still high after
the spring run-off, just
perfect, Emerson said,
for what they had in
mind. They told Mother not to worry about
putting a roast in the
oven...they would be
supplying what they
called the main course
for the evening meal.
Mudpout!
The very thought of
the ugly fish filled me
with loathing. And even
though I hated them
with a passion, how
the brothers would be

MEMORIES
OF
YESTERDAY
Mary Cook

catching them put my
stomach in knots. Their
weapons were what
looked like pitch forks
from the barn, only
missing a few prongs.
Why they didn’t use
fishing rods was beyond me.
Just after dinner, with
the sun high in the sky,
they headed for the river, each of them carrying a weapon for stabbing the mudpout. And
even though I loathed

them and refused to eat
even a mouthful, I felt
such anguish for the
fish, although my sister
Audrey said the forks
were better than hooks,
which I had trouble
understanding.
I didn’t want to be
around
when
they
came up the hill to the
barnyard with the pail
full of mudpout late
in the afternoon. Both
Everett and Earl were
hauling the pail, which
told me they had a big
catch.
They headed for the
big block at the back of
the barn near the silo,
where chickens, geese
or ducks met their
ends too. Emerson was
whistling, and their

oohs and aahs could be
heard all over the yard,
and I listened as the little hatchet came down
on another catch.
I stayed well away
from the kitchen when
Mother was preparing the fry pan for the
supper meal. I knew if
I looked at the pile of
mudpout on the platter, all skinned and
ready to be dropped in
the bubbling butter, I
would be making a fast
trip to the privy!
My mind flew back
to the only time I saw
the actual frying and
remembered
vividly
how the pieces moved
around in the pan,
and listened in horror
as my hateful brother

Emerson said that was
because the mud pout
were still alive! Well,
that was all I had to
hear!
The smell of fried
fish filled the kitchen.
It couldn’t even rub
out the smell with the
pot of boiling turnips.
I rubbed a dab of vanilla over my top lip and
just under my nose to
drown out the odor.
I looked over the big
maple table that my
sister Audrey had set
for supper, and again
I was grateful that she
was well aware of my
loathing of mudpout.
My plate was missing. There it was over
on the bake table.
Again, I would be al-

lowed to eat well away
from the supper table
where the pile of fried
mudpout would vanish
in the blink of an eye.
Of course, Emerson
made sure I was well
aware of what a treat I
was missing, as he went
into vivid detail of how
they speared the ugly
fish, how they squirmed
to get off the fork, and
exactly what happened
to them on the chopping block. Mother told
him to hush up, or he
would be moved from
the table.
While the rest of the
family smacked their
lips over the supper
from the Bonnechere, I
ate my hard-boiled egg
at the bake table.

A post-pandemic pint with pals
I had this dream.
It was 20 minutes into
the future.
The virus was defeated. The pandemic
was over. Everyone was
officially cured and vaccinated.
So what was I going to
do?
I was somehow aware
that it was a dream but
decided to just go with it
rather than jolt awake. I
have been trying to stop
jolting myself awake
ever since the Melatonin
nightmare. That was the
one where the talking
goat was trying to eat my
hand while I was fighting to unlock the door.
I haven’t taken Melatonin since. I would
rather be awake all night.
I guess the dream was
sparked by the fact that
Friday was supposed to
be the first RedBlacks
preseason game of the
year. But instead of being at the game with GClock and Spark and the
rest of the boys, I was
at home, falling asleep
watching reruns of CSI
Miami and irritating the
Diva by trying to talk like
David Caruso as Horatio
Caine.
I fell asleep again. And
by this point, it was only
19 minutes into the future.
In my dream, the
pandemic had ended. I
turned off CSI Miami reruns and emerged from
my basement.
Whatever am I going

FROM THE OTHER

SIDE

Jeffrey Morris

to do?
The first thing I did
was walk by the bathroom inCOUNCIL
the hallway
withoutCORNER
washing my
hands. Mayor
It Suzanne
wasDodge
great. My
hands felt rejuvenated
and alive rather than
wrinkled and rubbed
raw by the vigorous use
THE NOT SO
of soap NEW
and hand
saniGUY
tizer.
Tim Ruhnke
The second thing I
did was walk over to the
fridge to look at the calendar. I had this urge to
know what day it was. I
HOUSE
had beenWALKER
drifting
in and
NEWS
out of anySusan
awareness
of
Vallom
the clock or calendar
for what seemed like an
eternity.
“It’s Monday,” I told
myself. “ButBLAKE’S
is it Monday
the first? OrTAKES
is it Monday
Blake McKim
the eighth?”
I went to the door to
get my shoes.
“Where are you going?” the Diva inquired
from upstairs.
“I’m walking to the
hardware store,” I replied.
I hadn’t been to
the hardware store in
months. I put on my
shoes,
ignored
my
medical
mask
and
disregarded the latex
gloves, and headed out
the door.
When I got there,
there was a line-up to

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
May I say how much I enjoy your newspaper
each week. A good two hours worth of good
reading content. I must say I really do enjoy
the stories that Veronica Burchell reports on.
Very interesting! Keep up the great work!
Regards,
Mary O’Brien

get into the store. I stood
in it. I loved being in line.
The person in front of me
was only about two feet
away. I supressed a bit
of a cough and sneezed
into my elbow. No one
though twice about it.
No one pointed me to a
testing lab. No one gave
me the “You sneezed so
I’m calling 9-1-1 and my
lawyer” death stare.
When I got into the
store, I made a bee line
for the green spray paint.
Everyone was thinking
the same thing. I saw my
neighbour in the store.
“Why is everyone
after green spray paint?”
he asked. “Is green spray
paint like the new toilet
paper or something?”
“No,” I replied. “We’re
all just trying to erase
the white circles we had
to paint on our lawns so
that people who came
over would know where
to stand.”
He said something
back, but I didn’t quite
catch what it was.
“I’m sorry, could you
repeat that?” I asked. “I
am not used to having
people talk to me in live
time. I guess I’m used
to communicating with
people on Zoom or on
Facetime and it’s kind of
choppy and there is always seems to be a one
or two second delay.”
We both got what we
needed, stood in line
again, and paid for our
purchases using cash
and not having to talk
Find us on
social media

South Grenville
Journal

to the cashier through a
plexiglass barrier.
“Hey, I’ve got an idea,”
I said to him as we were
leaving the store. “Do
you want to go for a
beer?”
He looked at me, puzzled but excited.
“Do you mean,” he
started, “you want to,
like, actually go into the
pub and sit down at the
bar or at a table, and talk
to actual people, and
have a beer?”
“Totally,” I said. “We
can watch sports and
share some wings and
nachos. We can watch
the game and high five
each other when our
team scores. Maybe we
might even meet some
new people and, get this,

shake hands with them.”
When we got to the
pub, I went to the bathroom. I spun the toilet
paper dispenser like I
was a contestant in the
Price is Right Showcase
Showdown. Toilet paper
was flying through my
stall like I had just been
named the Super Bowl
MVP.
I got back to our table,
which had a number of
baskets of chips and salsa and a few pitchers of
beer. Suddenly, I jolted
awake in a cold sweat,
gasping in a panic.
“Babes,” the Diva
said. “You’re having a
bad dream. What happened?”
“The pandemic was
over,” I told her, shaking.

“I went out for a beer
with the boys.”
“What’s so bad about
that?” she asked.
“They were double
dipping
their
chips
into the salsa,” I said.
“Double dipping was
never acceptable before the pandemic, and
it certainly won’t be an
accepted practice afterward.”
She rolled her eyes.
“Go back to sleep,”
she said.
“I can’t,” I said. “The
talking goat might be
waiting for me.”
She rolled over.
“You’re weird.”
“I’m putting classic
baseball on.”
“Of course you are.
Good night.”

FROM THE OFFICE OF

DR. KIM HANSEN AND
DR. LANCE MCINTOSH

Total Family Dentistry

TO ALL OF OUR PATIENTS
The recent announcements by the Government of Ontario mean that dental
offices across Ontario will be able to gradually reopen.
Currently we are reviewing updated guidelines from our regulatory bodies
which provide us with further details regarding how this reopening will occur.
We want to ensure that the reopening is done safely to protect our patients,
team members and our communities.
We have been very busy preparing for a new way of practicing dentistry.
Patients who have an appointment scheduled with us in the next few weeks
will be contacted with further details. If you have been in contact with us
during the past eleven weeks regarding dental problems, we will be contacting
you soon to arrange for follow up care.
We look forward to introducing you to our “new normal”. Our delivery of dental
care will continue to be safe, even if it looks a little different going forward.

Thank you for your patience and understanding
during this unprecedented time.

613-925-3428

197 Water St. Suite 304, Prescott
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Residents can soon get their ice cream fix as King Street shop reopens
By Veronica Burchell
PRESCOTT - People
have been looking in the
windows at Katarina’s Ice
Cream Shop at 513 King
Street West and actually
knocking on the door to
ask if they will be open
this summer. Well, the
wait is almost over – the
shop is scheduled to reopen this Friday, June 5,
under new ownership.
Carla and Nicole Hudson have decided to make
sure local residents and
tourists still get their summer quota of cones, milk
shakes, banana splits, ice
cream sandwiches and
pastries. They are keeping
the previous name and
hope to bring “a little bit
of normal” to a summer
which may look different
than ever before.
“We have all the same
things there were here
before and more,” says
Carla, who together with
her husband Mike, also
manages the Verandah

Restaurant at the Prescott Golf Club. Daughter
Nicole will run the ice
cream shop and says she
is not changing the menu
abruptly, only “adding
things that compliment
what’s already here”.
Hours of operation
will be 9:30 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. The shop was open
every other season for
lunch and Nicole plans
to continue that when
restaurants are allowed
to reopen in this part of
Ontario. But in the interim, there will still be
takeout lunches available
consisting of homemade
soups and sandwiches,
coffee, and of course - Kawartha brand ice cream
in more than a dozen
popular flavours.
As well, Nicole has
found local products to
feature in the shop which
include Mrs. McGarrigle’s
mustard from Merrickville and Bee Too honey
from Maitland. These will
be set up for purchase in

the dining room, where
she will let one or two
people in at a time to
browse all the local products she intends to offer.
“We’ll also have vegan
and gluten-free choices,”
says Nicole, who is excited about opening her
own shop. “We are trying
a new, natural, frozenfruit pop which I think is
going to go well.” Another
new confection that may
bring rave reviews will
be the ‘build-your-own
ice cream sandwich’. You
choose the cookies and
which ice cream goes between them to make it as
individual as your own
tastes desire.
One more item which
is new to the menu will
be Montreal bagels. Not
“Montreal-style”,
the
family stresses, but the
actual bagels made in
Montreal and brought in
for sale. Right now, they
are working on the logistics of getting those here.
The Hudson family say

Scooping into summer: Carla, left, and Nicole Hudson are seen here with cones ready to
fill, in the window of Katarina’s Ice Cream Shop on King Street West. They plan to have the
popular shop open for ice cream lovers by Friday morning.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

they are working hard to
open by the end of this
this week and are thankful so many people have

expressed an interest. But
thanks to Carla and Nicole, a little bit of ‘normal’
will return to Prescott this

summer in the form of
ice cream cones on sultry summer nights along
King Street.

WHEELS
Is it really necessary to have my brake rotors replaced?

What are brake rotors
and why might they go
bad?
Most modern vehicles
feature two- or fourwheel disc brake systems.
When you apply pressure
to the brake pedal, hydraulic fluid in the system
transfers force to a clamping mechanism called a
brake caliper. The brake
caliper squeezes together
a pair of brake pads that
are sandwiched around
a heavy spinning disc
called a rotor. A brake
rotor is attached to each
wheel on the car. So when

you mash on the brakes,
the clamping force of
the calipers (through the
brake pads) creates friction that slows and stops
the wheels, effectively
converting the kinetic
energy of your vehiclein-motion into thermal
energy intended to bring
your vehicle to a safe stop.
Now, the material on
the brake pads wears
down after a while and
the pads need regular replacement — every 40–
50k miles or so, although
that depends on the type
of brake pad and your

style of driving. But all of
the friction caused during
the braking process can
also damage the metal
brake rotors. Aggressive
braking can also wear the
rotors down, as can certain types of brake pads.
And failure to replace the
pads at the right time can
cause the metal backing
plates on the brake pads
to contact the rotors and
create grooves or gouges.
When to replace brake
rotors
First, understand that
it is common to have your
brake rotors replaced

This Week’s Ride
Fraser’s Summer Solstice
2006 Pontiac Solstice

when getting new brake
pads. Maybe not every
time. In fact, some manufacturers
recommend
simply replacing the
brake pads themselves
without resurfacing or
replacing the rotors, as
long as the rotors measure more than the minimum thickness and
they spin true (are not
warped). That would
mean your first brake job
or two could possibly include brake pads alone.
But once the rotors wear
down (often between
30–60k miles), they need

attention.
If it is time for new
brake pads and your
rotors have been resurfaced in the past, it may
be time to have them replaced. Since resurfacing
removes material from
the rotors, a technician
will not machine them
thinner than the minimum thickness requirement but will instead insist on rotor replacement.
Sometimes, you can
almost tell on your own
(or at least suspect) that
your rotors need to be replaced by how the vehicle

Be it a flawlessly restored
classic, a rusty wreck lost
in the woods or your
daily ride to work, we want to see
your summer wheels!

Fraser Laschinger’s
summer ride is a 2006
Pontiac Solstice.
It has only 60,000
summer kms on it
and is in mint condition.
With the season drawing near, the South
Grenville Journal welcomes readers to
send in a photo of their summer ride.
Send your ride photos to joe@evansprinting.ca.

responds during braking. For instance, if you
hit the brakes and hear
a screeching or grinding
sound, the friction material on the pads is probably gone and metal-onmetal contact is causing
damage to your rotors.
If you take your car
in to a trusted repair
shop for a routine brake
inspection or replacement, or because you
experience these braking
problems, you can anticipate having the rotors
replaced along with the
brake pads.

613-657-4857
www.boneyard.ca

Cash for scrap Vehicles
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Trucks navigating Prescott’s intersections will soon find going a little easier
By Conan de Vries
At a meeting of council
Monday night, there was a
discussion about moving
the stop lines at a couple of
the town’s busier intersections back in order to give
large transports an easier
time making the turns.
The lines will be altered
at the Edward Street and
Churchill Road intersection as well as at the Edward Street and King Street
intersection. The stop line

in the middle southbound
lane on Edward Street at
Churchill will be moved
back to give more room
to trucks turning left from
Churchill to head north on
Edward.
At the King and Edward
intersection, three separate changes will be made.
The stop lines southbound
on Edward will be pulled
back, as will the lines both
westbound and eastbound
on King Street on either
side of the Edward Street

intersection.
Council was in agreement with the plan. There
were, however, a few other
items that came up in
conversation that council
wanted staff to look into.
Councillor Lee McConnell wondered about
the left turn lanes eastbound and westbound
on Churchill Road at the
Edward Street intersection. They are not lined up,
which means cars turning left off Churchill, one

heading south and the
other north on Edward,
will sometimes interfere
with one another.
“They’re really turning
into each other’s pathway,”
said McConnell.
Councillor Mike Ostrander saw his colleague’s
point but wasn’t sure a
change had to be made to
the intersection.
“I understand where
Lee is coming from. It’s a
little tight there for turning,” said Ostrander, who

added that drivers just
have to be courteous and
aware of oncoming traffic.
Councillor Ray Young
wondered about the traffic light eastbound on
Churchill. The green light,
he suggested, was too short
for any more than one truck
to make the northbound
turn. Since that intersection sees many trucks
from Strader-Ferris and
Kriska making that turn,
the councillor thought it
might be wise to adjust the

timing on the lights. Young
also suggested that when
the new arena is built in
the town’s northwest corner, that intersection will
be even busier.
There was also more
talk about a plan approved
some time ago to create
more accessible parking
downtown in front of the
Shopper’s Drug Mart, and
to eliminate a parking spot
near the LCBO and in front
of the Prescott Turkish Restaurant.

I can’t believe it’s already been a year
This
past
Monday
marked one whole year
that Andrew and I have
been married. That went
by so fast! It seems like it
was not nearly that long
ago that I was writing
about all of the planning
taking place, the bridal
shower and the bachelor/
bachelorette weekend and
all of the final details falling
into place. And now it has
been an entire year since
that perfect day.
We decided we would
celebrate our anniversary
with the traditional paper
gifts, although we used the
term ‘paper’ loosely. The
first gift we received was an

My

generation
Kirsha
Hutchcroft

oak tree from my parents.
I had mentioned that I
wanted to plant some trees
around the property and so
they decided to buy us one.
It’s not exactly paper, but
paper is made out of trees,
so I figured it’s perfect. We
picked the spot and planted our new tree where we
can see it from the house
and from the road. It will
grow year after year and be
a reminder of that perfect

day.
I ordered Andrew a gift
online, and of course it
isn’t here yet, but I was able
to show it to him anyway.
It’ll be a nice addition to
his garage once it’s all up
and the walls are ready for
decor. His gift really was
paper, a set of four decorative blueprints of some different kinds of jeeps. Once
it’s time, I’ll get some nice
frames and they’ll look
great with all of his other
Jeep things.
For my gift, we went lilac
hunting. He has made it
pretty clear that he doesn’t
like lilac bushes, saying
they make a mess, but for

our anniversary he took
me up to my parent’s house
(where the lilac bushes are
plentiful) in search of some
we could plant in the yard.
Again, not really paper, but
close enough for me! We
found a few babies growing
amongst the masses and
were able to get a couple
pieces of purple and one
coveted piece of a white
lilac. Again, a spot was
chosen in the yard where
we’ll be able to watch it
grow (and show it off to
the neighbours) and it was
planted.
The day wasn’t only
about gifts though, it was
also about food. Because

he works so close to home,
Andrew is able to come
home for lunch. So, at
lunch time, I tried my hand
at my very first charcuterie
board. Cheese, meats, veggies and crackers all spread
out for the perfect snacking lunch. Finished off with
some homemade banana
bread I baked the day before. It was different than
the lunches we normally
have, and we enjoyed it.
Supper was the real
star of the show, however.
When we purchased beef
from our good friend a
few months ago, he had
thrown in some tenderloin (filet mignon) as a

first-time-buyers treat. We
decided that our anniversary was the perfect time
to cook it up! Being the first
time either of us had had
it, we didn’t know exactly
what to expect. I made up
broccoli with cheese sauce
and mashed potatoes to
go with it, and Andrew
cooked it on the barbecue.
It was delicious. Tender
and cooked perfectly and
just the right way to finish
a great day.
This last year has been
filled with so much fun,
laughter and love; more
than I ever could have
asked for. I am so looking
forward to many more.

Ontario extending infectious disease emergency leave for workers
TORONTO - The Ontario government is taking
steps to help ensure that
as the economy gradually
and safely reopens workers will have jobs to return
to and businesses will be
protected from incurring
unsustainable termination costs.
The government has
announced that it has enacted a new regulatory
amendment that will put
non-unionized employees on Infectious Disease
Emergency Leave during
the COVID-19 outbreak
any time their hours of

work are temporarily reduced by their employer
due to COVID-19. This
will ensure businesses
aren’t forced to terminate
employees after their ESA
temporary layoff periods
have expired.
Terminations triggered
when temporary layoffs
exceed the permitted
length under the Employment Standards Act can
result in costly payouts
which, for many businesses, could be the difference
between survival and closure. Under the new regulatory change to the Em-

ployment Standards Act,
non-unionized employees
who have had their hours
reduced or eliminated because of the pandemic will
be deemed to be on Infectious Disease Emergency
Leave. Workers will remain
employed with legal protections and be eligible for
federal emergency income
support programs.
“As we take the necessary steps to safely and
gradually restart the economy, we need to make
sure business owners can
reopen their doors and
workers have jobs to go

back to,” said Monte McNaughton, Minister of
Labour, Training & Skills
Development. “This regulatory change will protect
businesses from being
forced to permanently lay
off their employees due
to COVID-19 and suffer a
financial loss that could
shutter their operations
for good.”
Many businesses had to
close or reduce operations
to comply with emergency
orders necessary to stop
the spread of COVID-19.
According to Statistics
Canada, 379,000 Ontario

workers were temporarily
laid off in April 2020, an
increase of 2,496 per cent
compared with one year
earlier.
The regulatory amendment applies retroactively
to March 1, 2020 and will
expire six weeks after the
declared emergency ends.
The regulatory amendments do not include employees represented by a
trade union.
The government is also
supporting people and
businesses by providing billions of dollars in
deferrals and relief. That

includes deferring $1.9
billion in Workplace Safety and Insurance Board
premium payments until
August 31, 2020, $10 billion in interest and penalty relief, and other deferrals to improve cash
flow, protect jobs and help
household budgets. In
addition, the province is
partnering with the federal government to provide
commercial rent relief for
commercial tenants and
landlords through the
Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance
(CECRA) program.

New initiatives help keep electricity rates stable and affordable
TORONTO — The
Ontario government announced that it will continue to support provincial electricity consumers
by providing stability and
greater customer choice,
while
helping
those
struggling to pay their
energy bills as a result of
the COVID-19 outbreak.
Details of the new
programs were provided
by Premier Doug Ford,
Christine Elliott, Deputy
Premier and Minister
of Health, Greg Rickford, Minister of Energy,
Northern Development
and Mines, and Bill Walker, Associate Minister of
Energy.
Initiatives include:
•
$9 million for the
COVID-19 Energy Assistance Program (CEAP)
to support consumers

struggling to pay their
energy bills during the
pandemic. CEAP will provide one-time payments
to consumers to help pay
down any electricity bill
debt incurred over the
COVID 19 period. Applications will be available
through local utilities in
the upcoming months;
•
$8 million for the
COVID-19 Energy Assistance Program for Small
Business (CEAP-SB) to
provide support to businesses struggling with
bill payments as a result
of the outbreak; and
•
An
extension
of the Ontario Energy
Board’s winter disconnection ban until July 31,
2020 to ensure no one is
disconnected from their
natural gas or electricity
service during these un-

certain times.
In addition, the government recently announced that it will continue the suspension of
time-of-use (TOU) electricity rates and, starting
on June 1, 2020, customers will be billed based
on a new fixed COVID-19
Recovery Rate of 12.8
cents per kilowatt hour.
“While
we
make
progress to contain this
deadly virus, we know
people will need to stay
home when possible
and businesses will need
ongoing support as we
gradually and safely reopen the economy,” said
Premier Ford. “Providing additional rate relief,
flexibility and customer
choice will help ensure
everyone can recover
from this extraordinary

crisis and get back to a
life that is as normal as
possible.”
Starting June 1, 2020,
the new COVID-19 Recovery Rate comes into
effect for electricity customers who pay TOU
rates. This fixed rate will
apply to TOU customer
bills 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, providing
stability and certainty
for consumers as the
government restarts the
economy and supports
individuals and families
who continue to spend
more time at home.
The COVID-19 Recovery Rate will be in place
until October 31, 2020,
followed by a new customer choice initiative.
Starting November 1,
2020, customers will be
able to choose a plan that

best suits their household and lifestyle with
the option of either TOU
electricity rates or tiered
pricing, which will provide a set rate for electricity up to a certain level
of consumption.
“We recognize that
businesses and families
are living with a great
deal of uncertainty, and
they need to know what
they can expect when
they open their electricity bills every month,”
said Minister Rickford.
“The new COVID-19 Recovery Rate will provide
stability for Ontario electricity consumers, while
we work to re-open our
province and restart our
economy.”
The government will
continue to subsidize
electricity bills by 31.8

per cent through the
Ontario Electricity Rebate. The government is
providing approximately
$5.6 billion in 2020-21 as
part of its existing electricity cost relief programs,
to help ensure more affordable electricity bills
for eligible residential,
farm and small business
consumers.
“With the financial
hardships faced by so
many in our province
as a result of COVID-19,
those struggling to pay
their electricity bills need
support,” said Minister
Walker. “This program,
in partnership with the
Ontario Energy Board
and local distribution
companies, will support
electricity consumers by
keeping rates stable and
affordable.”
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Parent feedback in on distance learning model
BROCKVILLE – The
Upper Canada District
School Board (UCDSB)
surveyed UCDSB parents and guardians to get
feedback on our current
distance learning model.
Results showed that the
majority of parents said
that learning assignments are appropriate
and the workload for students is manageable; and
that they are pleased with
the
communications
they are receiving from
both their school and the

school board.
The survey was conducted via email to
UCDSB families and
shared on social media,
accepting
responses
from May 14 to May
19. It garnered more
than 3600 responses
from across our district, which has given
the UCDSB some valuable insight on what is
working well within our
system and how we can
improve our distance
learning model.

Here are some of the
key findings:
• More than half of the
respondents agree that
the work and activities
are appropriately challenging (58.5 per cent);
• Twenty per cent of respondents would like less
work to be assigned;
• Parents would like
more teacher instruction
and interaction with students;
• The level of flexibility
within the distance learning model is favoured;

• Microsoft teams and
apps suggested by teachers were noted as “working well”; and
• Parents would like
more consistency in the
platforms used for distance learning, with all
information and classwork being in the same
place;
“We are pleased with
the number of responses
and important feedback
generated from this survey,” said UCDSB Chair

John McAllister. “We can
clearly see where we are
doing well and the areas
that need improvement.”
“This survey has given
us some very important
information from parents,” adds UCDSB Director of Education Stephen
Sliwa. “We will take the
feedback into consideration as we move forward
with our distance learning model and improve it
along the way.”
Sixty per cent of respondents had students

in elementary school,
19 per cent in secondary
school and 19 per cent in
both elementary and secondary.
A student survey regarding the distance
learning model has also
recently been distributed
to students in Grade 7 –
12, via email. The school
board is very interested
in the feedback that will
be provided by our students as it will be valuable as we move into the
new school year.

Prescott council approves building projects
BY CONAN DE VRIES
PRESCOTT - A couple
of building projects came
before council for a stamp
of approval at a council
meeting on Monday night.
Site Plan Control Agreements for a major development at 171 King Street – the
site of the former Daniel’s
Hotel, where a large pit has
been excavated – and for
another construction project at the CAI Inc. plant site
located at 950 Industrial
Road, were approved earlier by the town’s Planning
Advisory Committee and
they came before council
for a final authorization.
The development at the
Daniel’s lot has been stalled
for a while now, due to
some regulatory hang-ups
with the province. Those
problems have been resolved, however, and the
developer is set to resume
construction shortly.
The plan is to build a

16-unit apartment building with indoor parking on
the ground floor. The report
provided by Prescott’s CAO
and treasurer, Matthew
Armstrong, in support of
the Site Plan Control Agreement was very thorough,
and council was largely
satisfied with the plan.
There were a couple of
questions about stormwater drainage, ice buildup
on the roof and about a
planned communal space
outside the building and
whether or not it will feature a ground covering
of rock or grass. The CAO
and the town’s manager of
building and by-law, Shawn
Merriman, will be taking
a second look at the plans
just to make sure all the
councillors’ concerns are
addressed.
When the apartment
building is finished, there
will be a space between the
complex and the building
immediately to its west.

The plan is to put a wrought
iron fence up at the King
Street end of the alleyway
and a bench in front of
the fence. Councillor Lee
McConnell had a different idea. He wondered if it
might be possible to create
a walking path that would
lead from the staircase
at the side of the MoranHooker Building, across
Water Street, through the
alley next to the apartment
building and onto King
Street.
He mentioned that an
elaborate staircase had
originally been planned
to lead from Riverwalk
Park up beside the MoranHooker Building but that
the plan had been rejected
as too costly. He wondered
if something of the plan
could be revived.
Councillor Leanne Burton wasn’t keen on the idea.
The walking path would
run right past apartment
units and if people were
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the point McConnell had
made about forging a closer
connection between King
Street, Water Street and
the waterfront, something,
they mayor, said the town
has been keen on doing for
many years.
“I think it’s something
we really need to look at,”
he said.
Though the mayor
wasn’t convinced the development on the Daniel’s
lot could be made to accommodate his colleague’s
idea, Todd did not want to
lose sight of the need to create a linkage between the
waterfront and King Street.
“It’s got to be a goal at
some point.”
The mayor also made
a point of expressing his
gratitude to Stefano Ferrante, the developer behind
the proposed apartment
building. Ferrante has
developed properties all
along the Seaway, including an apartment building

at the west end of town. He
is also spearheading plans
to build a hotel complex
and waterpark in Augusta
Township.
Todd noted that Ferrante has been a good partner to the town, and he
commended him for withstanding and overcoming
the challenges that delayed
the estimated $4 million investment in the downtown.
There was also another
Site Plan Control Agreement before council Monday night. This one permitted the construction of
a fabric-covered structure
overtop a catch basin on
the grounds of the CAI Inc.
plant in the town’s north
end. The total cost of the
project is about $600,000
and the mayor was glad to
see such a significant investment from a stalwart of
the town’s industrial park.
“CAI Inc. has been a big
part of Prescott for a long
time,” he said.

DEATH NOTICE

BOARD,
ELIZABETH
MARGARET
(nee nee PUTNAM)
On Saturday May 23rd, 2020, at the
Cornwall Community Hospital, Elizabeth
Margaret Board (Putnam) (Liz, Lizzie, Betty, Auntie ie-ie, Grandma, Great Grandma),
entered into rest at the age of 86 years.
Elizabeth beloved wife of 65 years to Charles. Dear mother of James (Deborah) of Hubbards N.S. and Donna Reed (Thomas) of Long Sault. Cherished
Grandma of Daniel (Kayla) of Hubbards N.S., Christopher Board (Sackville N.S.)
and Danika, Laci, and Ariel Reed. Great Grandma of Brody Board. Elizabeth was
predeceased by her parents Lyle and Lillian (Cardinal) of Ogdensburg New York,
sisters, Mary, Rita, Joyce, Frances, Pauline, Martha and by brothers Ralph, Whitney, Robert, Paul, Harold, Henry. Also survived by numerous nieces and nephews.
She was the last surviving member of a family of 12 siblings. Born in Black River,
New York and raised in Ogdensburg N.Y on a full working family farm in town
limits. She lived in Ogdensburg until her marriage and then resided in Prescott.
In her married years she enjoyed bowling and going to movies and later gained
a love of hockey and baseball, through her constant support of her children’s and
grandchildren’s sports. Her husband Charles recently stated she often said her
best times were spent following her two grandsons around the hockey rinks and
baseball diamonds. In her leisure time she enjoyed listening to country music and
going to Saturday night dances and supporting the local bands. Elizabeth was a
caregiver for little ones in her home for many years.
A private graveside service will be held at a later date at Blue Church Cemetery.
As expressions of sympathy, donations may be made to the Kidney Foundation
or Cancer Society. Share a special memory of Elizabeth at: www.mackayfuneralhome.com.
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ENTERTAINMENT
The normal heart

I was touring the UK
with the first national tour of The Normal
Heart in 1988. Section 28
had just been passed by
Margaret Thatcher’s government. The amendment stated that a local authority “shall not
intentionally
promote
homosexuality or publish material with the
intention of promoting
homosexuality” or “promote the teaching in any
maintained school of the
acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended
family relationship.

Behind

The CurTain
Richard
Willis

The Normal Heart
dealt with the outbreak
of AIDS in New York and
featured a gay relationship. Sir Ian McKellen,
who was fighting the
Clause, kept in constant
contact with me, wanting to be informed about
the reaction to our production across the coun-

try.
There was only one
instance of negative
feedback. And no one
walked out.
Larry Kramer, the author of the play, died last
week. He was formidable, he was tough, and
he was angry.
Larry Kramer and
The Normal Heart fundamentally
changed
the world of medical
research,
particularly
relating to HIV. His influence still resonates
today amid the medical
reaction to this current

pandemic.
Sometimes plays can
influence the way we
look at things.
Sometimes
plays
remind people of the
prejudices that surround
them.
Politics and theatre
have always co-existed.
Theatre is not meant
to be safe; it is there to
challenge and “hold the
mirror up to nature”. A
theatre that isn’t really
taking risks isn’t serving
its whole community.
Art owes a lot to the
gay community, histor-

ically and in the present
day. No longer do we
whisper about “the love
that dare not speak its
name”.
I thought of Larry today as I walked past Prescott’s Pride Crosswalk…
and the tire marks still
etched into its surface.
Pride Month has started,
formed in honour of the
Stonewall Riots/Rebellion of 1967.
As the main character in The Normal Heart
says: Men do not naturally not love. They learn
not to.

Husband-wife duo a hit with local music fans
By Conan de Vries
She had a good voice
and could play guitar,
and he had an impressive
musical background, so
it was only natural that
Pam Foster and Donald
Wachenschwanz would
eventually team up in
music as they had in life.
“It’s just something we
really enjoy doing and it
gives us something we
can do together,” says
Foster.
Although they’ve been
playing in public for
many years, considerable
self-doubt ensured

it was always at very select venues and for as few
people as possible, and
it’s why the husbandand-wife duo is relatively
new to Brockville’s live
music scene, skeptical
as they have been and
remain that they belong
among the ranks of the
many accomplished local musicians in the area.
“We just do it for fun,”
says Foster. “We just like
to make music.”
In the beginning, they
would play for only the
most forgiving of audiences, often at churches.
“They’re a gentle audience. They don’t throw
tomatoes or boo you,”
says Foster.
On occasion they also
struck up the courage
to take part in open mic
nights, sometimes at JR
Bailey’s Saloon and often
at Sam’s Brass Racks,
where they found a warm
welcome and an appreciative audience that
would overlook their perceived deficiencies.
“It’s the perfect setting
for us, and Sam is a really
gracious host,” says Foster.
It’s also quite possible the audience didn’t
hear any flaws and simply enjoyed the group’s
stripped down versions
of hit songs drawn from
an eclectic mix of genres
ranging from alternative

pop to classic rock, with
even a little bit of country now and again. The
duo covers everything
from Imagine Dragons to Leonard Cohen,
from Emerson, Lake and
Palmer to Guns ‘n’ Roses,
but of all their various
influences, it is U2 that
most inspires them, and
the legendary Irish rock
band also helped give
them their name.
As big fans of the band,
it was the music of U2 that
Foster and Wachenschwanz played most often
when they began playing
together, and when they
finally decided to try performing in public, they
jokingly called themselves Uother2, thinking
they’d come up with a
proper name some other
time. They never did.
It had long been an
ambition of Foster’s to
try singing and playing for an audience, just
once, just to see what it
was like. She had been
playing guitar off and on
since her childhood, but
it was in the early 2000s
that she took up the instrument with more purpose.
“I really picked it up in
earnest, and developed
some callouses on my
fingers, about 20 years
ago,” she says.
For his part, Wachenschwanz has a Master’s

degree in music theory,
and has played numerous
instruments, but wasn’t
confident in his ability on
any of them. He could,
however, play a pretty
good bass, and lately, he’s
taken up the cello as well.
He always admired his
wife’s fine voice as well
as her impeccable timing and sense of rhythm,
while she envied his mastery of the fundamentals
of music. They may not
be Bono and the Edge,
but they’re an impressive duo, though they are
loathe to admit it.
“We’re just the quiet,
unassuming
acoustic
music in the corner while
you’re eating your meal
or sipping your coffee,”
says Wachenschwanz.
Though they were still
restricting
themselves
to more tolerant venues,
Uother2 was gaining
confidence and learning
more and more about
putting on a show, until
one day, they’d received
enough positive feedback
that they figured they

might just try branching
out a bit.
“It was just people encouraging us to keep doing what we were doing,”
says Foster.
Though it evolved
slowly, they started getting a few gigs here and
there around town, in
some of the same places
other great local bands
and singers perform.
Their first was at Brockville’s Spitfire Cafe.
“The owners of the
Spitfire really have a
heart for live music,” says
Foster.
They would also play
regularly at Richard’s
Cafe and sometimes in
Johnstown at the Windmill Brewery, and the duo
have appeared at some
larger community events
as well, such as Oktoberfest and Street Eats. Foster also sings with the
Brockville Social Club,
even though its repertoire of 50s and 60s music
predates Uother2’s setlist
by a few decades.

Uother2 continues on page 15
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Uother2 continues from page 14
Just because they remain unconvinced of
their ability to entertain an audience doesn’t
mean Foster and Wachenschwanz don’t put
their all into every performance. For a two-hour
show they will generally
practice and prepare two
to three times as long
and make sure they run
through the setlist at
least a couple of times to
get everything just right.
When the duo was invited to perform in the
most recent edition of
Brockville’s long-running
New Year’s Eve Concert
Series, they were grateful
for the opportunity but
far from confident they
were up to the occasion.
Wachenschwanz
also
thought it a good time to
debut the cello. But the
duo was determined to
make sure they put on
the best show possible
for perhaps their largest
audience at the time.
“When you’ve got
a whole big group of
people who show up on
a dark, cold, snowy winter night to sit on hard,
wooden pews to listen
to you, with no food or
drink, you want to do
your best,” says Wachenschwanz.
Another quite memorable, and equally nervewracking, performance
came at Johnstown’s
Windmill Brewery, when
Foster and Wachenschwanz found themselves
playing for what they
thought would be a comfortably small and lenient
audience. Their stomachs tightened though
when they looked over to
find that a cluster of previously empty seats were

filling up with members
of the cast of the St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival, each one an accomplished performer and
many of them talented
musicians as well.
When
the
actors
began singing along with
the music and clapping
at the end of each song,
the duo not only got a big
shot in the arm but also a
very fond memory.
“That was one of our
favourites,” says Foster.
Another of their favourite
performances
took place at the Spitfire
Cafe. As usual, patrons
were coming and going.
Some of those sitting
down were clearly appreciative of the performance, while others were
paying varying degrees
of attention. One couple,
though, was sitting in
rapt attention. Foster
and
Wachenschwanz
were later to learn that
the couple was from Turkey and spoke very little
English, but the foursome had one thing in
common – U2, and when
Uother2 started playing
the band’s 1991 hit ‘One,’
the couple got up in the
middle of the busy restaurant and started to
dance.
“It’s fun when you can
make a connection,” says
Foster.
Bono and the boys feature prominently in their
namesake’s setlist, but
apart from that, there’s
really no rhyme or reason to what Foster and
Wachenschwanz choose
to include.
“We’re pretty open
to trying anything that
piques our interest,” he
says.

It would be nothing
for someone in the duo’s
audience to hear the
latest from Lady Gaga
and then a classic by
Bob Dylan or Creedence
Clearwater Revival, and
the musicians are always
on the lookout for good
songs with a good message that are amenable
to their particular acoustic arrangements.
“If a song has a really
awesome message, that
will often attract us to
learn that one too,” says
Wachenschwanz.
“It’s
often the lyrics that grab
hold of you.”
That’s one of the reasons they like U2 so
much.
“Some of their lyrics
are so profound,” says
Wachenschwanz.
It is sometimes difficult, though, to understand the lyrics when
a rock singer belts out
a tune, no matter how
compelling the sentiments, and more than
once, Foster and Wachenschwanz have been
told by members of their
audience that it was for
the first time, through
the duo’s simpler versions of even well-known
hit songs, that they were
able to fully comprehend
the words.
“It’s really fun to take
a really rock-y song and
bring it down to a gentler
presentation,” says Foster.
That doesn’t mean it’s
always easy, and some
songs just don’t lend
themselves to Uother2’s
stripped down approach.
When they decide on a
song they want to try,
they first track down
the sheet music. Wa-

Husband and wife musicians Pam Foster and Donald Wachenschwanz are better known to
audiences as Uother2.

chenschwanz then sets
about transposing it and
in many cases modifying
the arrangement to better
accommodate his wife’s
voice and their instruments.
“We’re taking a song
that a four-piece band
might be doing professionally, and we’re doing
it with just the two of us,”
says Wachenschwanz.
Sometimes a section
or instrument must be
removed, such as the violin segment in U2’s 1987
hit ‘With or Without You,’
and the pair will work
out a new tempo that
best fits the rhythm and
feel of their unplugged
approach to the music.
Sometimes, they will also
add something new to the
song, perhaps a part for a
cello.
Being married makes it
most convenient for Foster and Wachenschwanz
to work together whenever the spirit moves
them and it gives them

ample opportunity to refine their performances,
something for which they
are particularly grateful at
present, when most bands
can’t get together to either
practice or perform due
to the global coronavirus
pandemic and the resultant restrictions on social
gatherings.
The husband-and-wife
team feel for all those local musicians stuck in
their homes, and in some
cases deprived of their
livelihoods, and they too
are looking forward to the
day they can all get back
together and back to doing what they love.
“We’re missing all our
musician friends,” says
Foster.
Having been part of
the local music scene for
a while now, both Foster
and Wachenschwanz fully
appreciate just how many
top-notch and accomplished artists live and gig
in this region.
“There really are a lot of

talented musicians,” says
Wachenschwanz. “Brockville is really loaded with a
lot of talent.”
Uother2 has even had
the privilege of playing
with some of them, and
among their favourites
is well-known Brockville
singer and guitarist Ryan
James.
“We really enjoy playing with him,” says Foster.
“He brings a whole new
sound.”
Though their regular
appearances around the
region are on hold for
the time being, Uother2
is looking forward to at
least one performance
this summer. They hope
to go out on their deck,
with their equipment and
instruments, and play a
little something for their
neighbours and perhaps
bring a little sunshine
with them.
“There’s just something about live music
that cheers people up,”
says Foster.

3506 Coons Road, Brockville
613-345-6977 1-855-MYTILES
www.tiletechflooring.com

SALES & SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8:00-5:30 • SAT 9:00-3:00

A cheque in the amount of nearly $1,500 from the Knights of Columbus Flag Relay, an annual fundraiser for the Special Olympics, held in February and hosted by District 57 of the Knights
of Columbus – which includes councils from Prescott, Brockville, Morrisburg, Finch and South Mountain – was recently delivered, safely and distantly, by District Deputy Bruce Purcell to
Judy Brooks, representing the Brockville and Area Special Olympics.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Page 16 WEDNESDAY, June 3, 2020

South Grenville Journal

We’re Making a
Difference to Keep
Each Other Safe from
COVID-19
As businesses begin to reopen, we all need to
continue our efforts to protect each other.

2m

Practice physical distancing.
Stay two metres away from others

Wear a face covering when
physical distancing is a challenge

Wash hands thoroughly and often

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.
Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

