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Putting the groceries away: Ken Rundle, Chair of the South Grenville Food Bank Board of Directors, has a massive job ahead of him after Saturday’s food drive. Here he sorts just one
trailer-load of food which was recently donated to the food bank to meet the increased need during the COVID-19 pandemic.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

South Grenville shows up with outpouring of support for food bank
BY CONAN DE VRIES
The numbers aren’t in
quite yet, but organizers
of a food drive this past
weekend in Prescott,
Augusta and Edwardsburgh-Cardinal are already delighted.
“We got a real outpouring of community
support from all corners
of South Grenville,” said
one of the organizers.
The organizers of the
food drive would like to
remain as anonymous
as possible, and would
prefer that their names

not be publicized, as the
group of four generous
local residents feel they
haven’t done anything
particularly special and
don’t want to take any
attention away from the
purpose of the food drive
or from the people who
are working tirelessly
every day to help those
in need in the community.
“We want the focus to
be on the need, not on
us,” says one of the organizers. “It’s not about
our group or me.”

South
Grenville
Star of
the Week
is...

Mayfield
Staff

The South Grenville
Food Bank regularly
serves more than 1000
clients, and the impact of the worldwide
Coronavirus pandemic
on the economy has only
heightened the need and
made it more difficult for
hungry families in the
community to get help.
“This a real problem
in the community right
now,” says one of the organizers.
The food drive on the
weekend will certainly
help. Collection stations

were set up at nine different locations around
South Grenville last
Saturday, and over the
course of three hours,
residents were invited to
stop by and help support
the food bank with donations of food and money.
Seeing how much food
and money was collected
at the Community Strong
food drive organized a
couple of weeks ago in
Brockville by the Winter
Classic committee, local organizers thought
the same could be done

in support of the hungry
in Prescott, Augusta and
Edwardsburgh-Cardinal. They even got a few
tips from the organizing
committee in Brockville.
Of the nine dropoff locations set up last
weekend, two of them
were in Prescott, four
in Augusta and three in
Edwardsburgh Cardinal.
Each station was outdoors, in parking lots,
and was manned by two
volunteers. Procedures
were put in place at each
location to ensure social

From a nomination: “During this COVID-19 crisis, the staff at the Mayfield
has worked and continue to work tirelessly to keep all the residents safe.
Thus far, they have managed to stay one-step ahead of the daily-changing
mandated protocols. I believe they were one of the first homes to tell family
members that no visitors were allowed in the building. The staff made the
difficult decision to keep all residents indoors and more importantly, in
their rooms as much as possible. This means the staff are now delivering
meals and snacks to each room. They are also doing what they can to keep
the residents entertained. This increases their workload enormously. One
of my sisters described this situation perfectly when she said: ‘they have
become each residents’ family at a time when their own family can’t visit’.
Thank you to everyone on the Mayfield Staff.”
If you would like to nominate someone for Star of the Week, email
kate@evansprinting.ca or fill out the nomination form at www.southgrenvillejournal.ca

distancing requirements
were observed by volunteers and donors alike.
“The amount of food
we got is overwhelming,”
says one of the organizers.
Those who weren’t in
position to donate food
gave money, and though
the final tally hasn’t been
made, organizers estimate that they raised
$8,000-10,000 from generous local residents and
corporate supporters.

FOOD

continues on page 2
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Town of Prescott releases COVID-19 update
PRESCOTT - The
Town of Prescott continues to operate under
a municipal State of
Emergency due to the
COVID-19 pandemic,
as declared on March
23, 2020.
The
Municipal
Emergency
Control
Group virtually meets
regularly, working in
strong
partnership
with Leeds, Grenville
and Lanark District
Health Unit officials
and the Ontario Provincial
Police.
Each
meeting is used to
share and review new
information as it becomes available, to
determine what actions should be taken
to address risks, and to
protect the health and
well-being of our community.
“I can’t say enough
good things about the
way that our entire
team here in Prescott
has come together
during the COVID-19
crisis,” said Mayor
Brett Todd. “While we
are sadly still in what
is likely the early stages

of this extremely challenging situation, we
are doing what we can
to be proactive and
protect public health,
while also addressing
business concerns and
helping those struggling with the economic impact. Thanks to all
those in the community who are cooperating as we continue with
closed outdoor recreational facilities. We all
have to do our part to
protect one another
from the community
spread of this virus and
save lives.”
The Province of Ontario declared a State of
Emergency on March
17, 2020 and has since
issued a number of orders under the Emergency
Management
and Civil Protection
Act that are in effect
throughout the province. Yesterday, the
province extended the
declared State of Emergency to May 12, 2020.
Current orders such
as school and non-essential business closures and the prohibi-

tion of gatherings of
more than five people
remain in effect.
Canadian
Armed
Forces are activating to
assist in pandemic efforts and spring flooding. In Prescott, bylaw patrols have been
increased to protect
the health and safety
of residents. Town of
Prescott by-law officers
are assisting Ontario
Provincial Police in enforcing the province’s
physical
distancing
orders and requirements by responding
to complaints, educating residents, and
working with police
where warranted. Municipal services can
be accessed by calling
613-925-2812 Ext. 6200
or by emailing admin@
prescott.ca.
Essential
services
remain
unaffected,
including emergency
services, water and
wastewater,
waste
management,
road
maintenance,
and
health and safety measures. Walker House
Adult Recreation Cen-

tre and Prescott Public
Library are offering a
limited number of virtual services, such as
e-books,
web-based
resources, and virtual
drop-in sessions for
older adults. Emergency
Preparedness
Week will also still take
place May 3 - 9, 2020,
but virtually through
web and radio.
The Municipal Compost Site opened for the
season this week, and
Large Item Pick Up will
take place as scheduled in May. Residents
are reminded that all
waste bags must be
firmly tied shut. Recycling items have to
be placed curbside in
bins (bags for recycling are not accepted
at this time). Due to
the health risk to workers, recycling will not
be sorted at the curb.
Any bins containing
an unacceptable item
or items will be left
behind. Residents are
further asked to please
hold on to any clothing and household donations at this time.

Do not leave items at
drop-off sites in town,
including the Salvation
Army on King Street.
Fire restrictions are in
place across Ontario.
A
total
open-air
burn ban remains in
effect across Leeds &
Grenville until further
notice. All municipal
facilities and outdoor
recreational amenities
are closed to the public, including parks,
play equipment, pavilions, and more. The
municipal boat launch
at Centennial Park remains closed. All closures will be reviewed
after May 12, 2020.
In a virtual Special
Council Meeting on
April 8, council cancelled public events
and programming on
municipal
property
planned for April and
May, and large-scale
public gatherings in
June 2020. This includes A Taste of Prescott, Clean-Up Day, the
Community Yard Sale
Day, the annual Community Pool Party, and
all scheduled recrea-

tional
programming
and bus trips.
The Town of Prescott extends its thanks
to essential businesses
and front-line workers
as well as our residents
for doing their part in
stopping the spread of
COVID-19.
Steadfast
resolve and commitment will be required
through the change of
seasons as spring arrives.
In order to keep up
to date with official
information,
please
refer to the following
sources:
• Town of Prescott –
COVID-19 Related Information: www.prescott.ca/COVID19
• Leeds, Grenville &
Lanark District Public
Health:
www.healthunit.org/coronavirus/
• Ontario Ministry
of Health & Self-Assessment Tool: https://
covid-19.ontario.ca/
•
Health
Canada:
https://www.
canada.ca/en/publichealth/services/
diseases/coronavirusdiseasecovid-19.html

Johnstown plant helping meet hand sanitizer demand
JOHNSTOWN — The
Greenfield Global plant
in Johnstown has received Health Canada
approval to supply their
new Technical Grade
Alcohol to Canadian
companies
making
hand sanitizers, helping
bolster Ontario’s fight
against the COVID-19
pandemic, says LeedsGrenville-Thousand
Islands
and
Rideau
Lakes MPP Steve Clark.
“I’m so pleased that

Health Canada has given
Greenfield Global the
green light. According
to Statistics Canada, demand for hand sanitizer
has risen over 700%,
year over year. The fact
that this is the first such
approval in Canada is an
indication of the quality
product that their dedicated employees make
right here in our riding,”
said Clark. “I want to
personally thank Greenfield Global for their

passionate commitment
to meet the incredible
national demand for
the alcohol that goes
into hand sanitizers. It
is urgently required by
our health-care heroes
and everyone on the
frontlines in the battle
against the virus.”
“Steve Clark supported
Greenfield
Global in its efforts to
seek federal approval
by taking the lead in
securing a strong en-

dorsement by the Ontario government. It is
yet another indication
of the close working
relationship
between
the Ontario and federal
governments as they
work together to combat the national threat
of
COVID-19,”
said
Greenfield Global CEO
& President, Howard
Field.
Clark said the community has always been
able to rely on Green-

encourage
donations
throughout the town.
“We are very fortunate to live where we do,”
said one of the organizers, so pleased at the
generosity on display at
all nine collection sites.
Almost all of the food
collected has been transferred to a warehouse at
Kriska in Prescott, where
it will sit in quarantine
for a few days before it’s
delivered to the South

Grenville Food Bank.
Organizers are particularly grateful to Kriska’s
Mark Seymour and Phil
Patterson for not only
providing
warehouse
space, but helping collect, transport and manage all the material.
The organizers of the
food drive are eager to
give credit to a great
many people, residents
and business- owners
alike, for helping to

make sure their friends
and neighbours aren’t
going hungry, but they
are quick to credit also
those who provide direct
support to those in need,
mentioning in particular the South Grenville
Food Bank’s executive
director and warehouse
manager.
“The real heroes are
Bonnie (Cougler) and
Ken (Rundle). They’re in
the trenches every day.”

food continues from page 1
Organizers had no
difficulty finding volunteers to manage each of
the stations, and in locations where there was a
fire department, it was
particularly easy, as volunteer firefighters came
out to man the collection points and help out
in any way the could.
“You
can
always
count on the fire departments,” says one of the
organizers. “As soon as
you say there’s a need in
the community, they always respond.”
The food drive drew
support from many
in the corporate and
business
community,
but organizers singled
out O’Reilly’s Your Independent Grocer, Canadian Tire and Kriska
Transportation for particular credit. They had
high praise as well for
The Row, a group of
community
boosters
in Prescott who helped

field Global Johnstown
and its local employees
to be strong supporters
of community initiatives and fundraisers.
Now they are helping all
of Canada.

“This is just the latest
example of Greenfield
showing their Ontario
Spirit and going the extra mile by stepping up
in a time of need,” said
Clark.
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Knights of Columbus to donate thousands to local charities
By Conan de Vries
PRESCOTT - In stories
and history books, knights
are known to ride in to the
rescue, and the Knights of
Columbus are trying to live
up to their name.
With local charities and
service organizations in
ever greater need of support in the midst of the
global Coronavirus pandemic and its impact on the
economy, Council 5880 of
the Knights of Columbus in
Prescott have announced
plans to disburse $27,000
to charitable groups and
agencies throughout the
region.
The money will be distributed in phases, and
this week Council 5880
announced that the first
phase will see the Knights

donate $7,500 to eight different recipients.
“These are the groups
that we felt most needed
the funds at this time,” says
Bernie Davy, deputy Grand
Knight and chair of the
Council’s charity committee.
The South Grenville
Food Bank, the St. Vincent
de Paul Society, Loaves and
Fishes, Connect Youth, the
Brockville General Hospital Foundation, First Responders United (PTSD
Treatment Center), and
the Good Samaritan Trust
Fund (CDSBEO) will each
receive $1,000, while the
Leeds and Grenville Interval House will receive a
$500 donation.
“We
are
extremely
pleased to be able to dis-

tribute these funds to local charities,” says Grand
Knight Klaas de Vries.
The remaining funds
will be disbursed at a later
date and will be distributed
to those charities and organizations that are most
in need. The local Knights
felt it was important during the Coronavirus pandemic to use its financial
resources to assist local
charities that are struggling
in some cases to fulfill their
mandates and continue to
deliver programs that are
so vital to so many in the
community.
It is the mandate of the
Knights of Columbus to do
as much good as they can
for as many people as possible by giving of their time
and energy as volunteers

and by raising money in
support of local charities.
The council’s annual charity budget is one way local
members contribute but
the local Knights also run
programs such as Food for
Families and Coats for Kids,
as well as programs in local
schools, such as the annual Basketball Free Throw
competition and the Keep
Christ in Christmas contest.
“As Knights of Columbus, we are accustomed to
volunteering in our community but are prevented
from doing so at this time,”
says de Vries. “In providing these funds, we are extending our hands in service to allow these groups
to continue in their good
works.”

Experts say COVID-19 has likely hit peak in Ontario
TORONTO — The Ontario government has released updated COVID-19
modelling, which shows
that the enhanced public health measures, including staying home
and physically distancing
from each other, are working to contain the spread
of the virus and flatten the
curve. However, the Chief
Medical Officer of Health
says emergency measures
must remain in place to
continue reducing the
number of cases and
deaths.
“The modelling clearly
demonstrates that we are
making progress in our
fight against this deadly
virus. That’s due to the
actions of all Ontarians, those who are staying home and practising
physical distancing, and
to the heroic efforts of our
frontline health care workers,” said Premier Doug
Ford. “But COVID-19 continues to be a clear and
present danger, especially
to our seniors and most
vulnerable citizens. That
is why we must continue
to follow the advice of our
Chief Medical Officer of
Health and stay the course
in order to keep people
safe and healthy.”
Key highlights from the
modelling update include:

• The wave of new community spread cases of
COVID-19 in Ontario appears to have peaked.
• Outbreaks in longterm care and congregate
settings continue to be a
major concern. Concerted
actions are underway to
protect vulnerable people
in these settings.
• Ontario is now trending toward a best case
scenario rather than a
worst case scenario and
has significantly improved
its standing as compared
to March modelling.
• The province has
avoided a significant surge
in cases. Total cumulative
cases are forecast to be
substantially lower than
worst case or even moderate case scenarios projected by previous models.
• While several hundred
new cases are identified
daily in Ontario, hospitals
across the province have
not been overwhelmed by
the COVID-19 outbreak as
a result of capacity planning and the public health
measures currently in
place. The rate of growth
day-over-day is declining.
•
To further reduce
the number of cases and
deaths, it remains critical
that Ontarians continue
to adhere to public health
measures, including stay-

ing home and practicing
physical distancing if they
must go out for essential
reasons only.
“The information released today shows early
but unmistakable signs
that our efforts are working,” said Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier
and Minister of Health.
“These numbers are not
an accident. They are the
result of months of planning and collective action to stop the spread of
COVID-19 and flatten the
curve. However, in order
for these projections to
become reality, each of
us must continue to stay
home as much possible
and practise physical distancing.”
To enhance protections for residents and
staff in long-term care
homes, last week Ontario
launched the COVID-19
Action Plan: Long-Term
Care Homes. This action
plan will ensure the implementation of critical
new measures to prevent
further outbreaks and
deaths from COVID-19
in long-term care homes.
These measures include
enhancing and expanding
testing for symptomatic
and asymptomatic contacts of confirmed cases;
providing public health

Cardinal’s Past

Post Card From Galop Canal Launch

Part of the Community
since 1858

and infection control expertise; and redeploying
staff from hospitals and
home and community
care to support the longterm care home workforce.
“The new provincewide modelling data
are encouraging, but we
know that long-term care

Members of Council 5880 of the Knights of Columbus in
Prescott, including Grand Knight Klaas de Vries, announced
this week the first in a series of significant donations to area
charities. The Knights plan to donate more than $27,000 to
local charities and service groups, with the first installment
amounting to $7,500, which will be distributed between
eight local organizations.
Journal photo/de Vries

homes and other congregate settings will track on
a different path,” said Dr.
Merrilee Fullerton, Minister of Long-Term Care.

“We will continue to take
aggressive action to support our most vulnerable
residents and their caregivers.”

A Division of the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal
The Port of Johnstown announces new five-year $375,000
funding for Community Capital Projects.
Applications are now being received until
May 31, 2020.
For further details, please go to the Port of Johnstown website:
www.portofjohnstown.com and click on “Community Funding Project.”
Applications can be downloaded from the website, however,
you may also request the document in word format by e-mailing:
generalinfo@portofjohnstown.com

COviD-19 fRONTliNE hEROES

In your own words, send us
a good news story about a
person or a local business or
organization who went above
and beyond to help someone.

GOOD
NEWS
PROJECT

Each week we’ll choose a
winner and publish their
story and photo in the
South Grenville Journal
and on Facebook

Email your personally written story
of 300 words or less with a photo to
bia@prescott.ca by Friday 5 pm
of each week to be eligible
Brought to you By:
The Downtown Prescott BIA,
Town of Prescott and the
South Grenville Journal
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I received some very
good news this morning, and I am going to
need your help to deliver it. One of my concerns these past weeks
has been for our neighbours who do not have
computer access, and
I know there are many
who either never learned, or who accessed the
computer at the library
or Walker House and are
therefore cut off at the
moment.
We’ve been able to
share information and
support to members easily enough online and
through our Zoom meetings, but those not on the
internet have been left
out and are possibly not
even getting the paper
because they are sheltering at home. I am so
excited that we have received funding from the
Ministry for Seniors and

WALKER HOUSE

NEWS
Susan Vallom

Accessibility to launch
some wonderful telephone-based programming known as Senior’s
Centres Without Walls.
I will not be finished
training or have programming ready to debut
anything until later this
week, but I am asking
you to start reaching out
to your friends. All they
need to be able to participate is a telephone and I
will deliver a schedule of
events to them. I’m planning to have guest speakers, information and entertainment
programs
all coming on board as
soon as possible. Can
you spread the news and
ask people to call me this
weekat
613-925-5300
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to indicate their interest? Don’t worry if they
are members of Walker
House; any friend of
yours is a friend of mine
for this one; I just want
to reach as many of our
wonderful seniors as I
can.
I have good news
from CPHC as well, who
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Ode to a gnat
I washed a gnat down
the sink this morning.
I have no idea if it went
kicking and screaming,
and I don’t know how
much it suffered. I don’t
know who Norm the Gnat
will be survived by, I just
know there will be a lot
of them. Will they miss
Norm?
“Say, has anyone seen
Norm?”
He could have been a
proud father. Who knows?
Not that Norm’s life
expectancy was all that
great to begin with - but
Norm did come to an early demise.
I am still thinking
about Norm the Gnat
hours later for a number
of possible reasons:
a.
It was the first
meaningful event of my
day so it stuck with me.
b. Gnats are people too.
c. I am worried its relatives might try to reap
some revenge.
d. I am trying to think
of why things exist - including us and gnats.
e. Random thoughts
like this are by-products
of stay-at-home-itis.
f. The Coronavirus
made me do it.

You’ve
got to be
kidding
William Lower

g. I was practicing
mindfulness.
I have been trying to
make sense of things
lately, and as someone
who thinks about things
like that when I forget to
watch daytime TV, the
thought process is fascinating if you follow it stepby-step/line- by-line.
With Norm still fresh
in my mind, I had to go
to the grocery store. No
sooner had I stepped outside when aunts, uncles,
sons, daughters, cousins,
friends, friends of friends,
brothers, sisters, second
cousins and great aunts
and great uncle gnats of
Norm’s descended on
me, and I can think of no
other reason than to seek
revenge.
The gnats were angry.
But other than annoy me,
they were harmless.
I can relate to the gnat.
I feel like one. Like a
gnat, I am harmless and
can do little to alter the

world around me. I don’t
serve much purpose.
And frankly, I can annoy
people like a gnat.
The people who are not
gnats are the ones who
belong to the super rich.
We are talking people
who have the amount of
money we can’t comprehend. These are the uberrich. They don’t belong to
countries. They belong
to clubs. Recently, Jeff
Bezos donated $100 million to the fight against
COVID-19. That is a lot of
money. One enterprising
journalist did a calculation. Based on Bezos publicly known net worth,
the journalist calculated it would have taken
twenty two hours for
Bezos money to generate
$100 million. Less than 24
hours.
Most people do not
know that the Federal Reserve in the United States
is a private bank. Most of
us have no knowledge of
what happens in the upper echelons of the hyperwealthy; the ones who
do matter. These are the
people who can get the
Chairman of the Federal
Reserve on the phone. Or

the President. Or I might
guess our Prime Minister. If Jeff Bezos wanted
to talk to Justin Trudeau,
I am sure it could be arranged.
For the first time in history, the world operates
in one economic model:
capitalism. Even communist China adopted
capitalistic ways; they just
didn’t bother with that
democracy nonsense.
But now we’ve hit a
bump in the capitalist
highway. Capitalism does
not factor in taking a vacation. It can never stop.
Capitalism is said to be
the economic vehicle that
lifts people out of poverty. True. But then what?
Once you’re out of poverty, what’s next?
Capitalism
usually
works. But when it doesn’t
work, it hurts, not the
uber-rich, but us gnats.
And so many gnats are
just a paycheque or two
away from poverty.
When I was a kid, I remember wondering who
was in charge. Not at a
God level, but of the humans, who was in charge?
Who was in charge to
make sure everything we

Learning the roads
With the pandemic
happening, work looks a
little different for me right
now. I wrote about how
working for the paper
from home was a new
challenge, but my other
job has changed drastically as well.
Our little restaurant
that is packed every Friday night and usually full
of the smiling faces of our
regular customers, has
now turned into an empty
room with chairs stacked
on tables and a hand sanitizer station at the door
where people can only
come in so far as to pick
up their order.
The plates of food and
daily specials that we
used to deliver to the table
are now taken out of the
kitchen, packed neatly
into a plastic bag for them
to take home with them.
And for the first time in its
history, SpencerCity is of-

My

generation
Kirsha
Hutchcroft

fering delivery.
Most of the delivery responsibility has fallen on
my manager, myself, and
one of our cooks; we each
deliver twice a week and
my manager and I rotate
around the days. It’s been
an interesting transition,
from delivering food to a
table to delivering it to a
front porch.
One thing for sure is
that I’m really getting to
know the roads of our
small community. We deliver within 25km of Spencerville, so I’ve been to
Cardinal, Prescott, North
Augusta, South Mountain, and so many roads
in between. I thought I

NOTICE

knew our area pretty well,
having grown up here,
but there still seems to
be much to learn of this
small community.
I discovered that Millar Road and Millar Road
West, just outside of
Spencerville, are host to
many beautiful houses
and have that feel of rural
freedom, without being too far from town. I
learned there’s more than
one way to get to Groveton Road, and that so

many people in Ventnor
love our food. I even discovered a neighbourhood
in Domville that I hadn’t
ever noticed before.
The world is weird right
now, and our new normal
is so far off from our old
normal, and it’s a little bit
scary. I want to make the
best of my new normal
and take the chance to
learn and discover more
of our beautiful little
community. It starts by
learning the roads.

TOWNSHIP OF
EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL

Regular Council
Monday, April 27, 1:00 p.m.
From time to time, the Mayor meets with advisors and
consultants for the municipality. Members of Council are
always welcome to attend these meetings and occasionally
quorum may be present. The public will be notified that the
meetings are planned and any information received will be
reported at regular Council meetings
All meetings are open to the public and are held at the
Township Office in Spencerville unless otherwise noted.
Please check the municipal website for the most current

list of upcoming meetings www.TWPEC.ca

All trash bags must be
firmly tied shut.
Recycling content must be placed
to the curb in a bin. No bags.
www.prescott.ca/garbage
operations@prescott.ca
613-925-2812 ext. 6219

Easy Recycling Tips
All loose cardboard must be bundled
and all cardboard must be no bigger
than 26” X 30”

Township Office – 613 658-3055, Recreation Director 613-349-9491, Public Works-613-657-4606,
Environmental Services- 613-657-3765
www.TWPEC.ca

were doing was planned
out? I thought there must
be a plan. There had to
be an adult somewhere
guiding us. It couldn’t just
be helter-skelter global
planning.
Could it?
This whole COVID-19
adventure has given me
time to think about fundamental things; things

that are core to what
make me: me, and what
can get in the way of me
being me. Right now, I
think we’re all re-evaluating values. What’s important? What isn’t? Who
is important? Who isn’t? Is
anyone not important?
Gnats are not important. That’s why we have
to stick together.

WASTe ColleCTion
Town of Prescott Compost Site
Located north of Ed Yandeau
Operations Centre (950 Sophia Street)

Hours of Operation: 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday - beginning April 14, 2020
Saturday - beginning April 25, 2020
Subject to change. Subject to restrictions as defined
by the Province of Ontario.
Residential compost waste only. Accepted items include:
• Grass Clippings
• Sods
• Plant Remains
• Wood Chipping
• Branches and Brush
• Leaves
• Organic material (no meat or bones)
Please note, no plastic is permitted to be left behind at the
compost site. Any items contained in plastic must be emptied
by the resident, and the plastic disposed of off-site. Leaves
bagged in plastic and plastic pots are to be emptied by the user,
and then placed back in vehicle before leaving.
Strict social distancing rules will be in place to reduce the
spread of COVID-19. Staff will not help unload compost,
and the number of vehicles entering the site at a time will be
limited. Please have patience if experiencing delays.

Town of Prescott Curbside
Yard Waste Collection
Occurs on the last Wednesday of the month, April-November
(weather dependent; subject to impact by COVID-19). High
volumes can spread curbside collection over several days.
For two years, the use of paper bags for curbside collection
has been encouraged. Effective 2020, yard waste must be
placed to the curbside in paper bags.
Unfortunately plastic bags will no longer be accepted for
curbside pickup at this time.
This will greatly reduce the amount of plastic entering the
compost site, and the hours of staff time cutting and emptying
the bags.
The first scheduled date for curbside pickup is Wednesday,
April 29, 2020. If you have already packaged yard waste in
plastic bags this year, please bring and empty these bags at the
compost site, transfer to paper bags for curbside collection, or
store on your property until able to bring to the compost site at
a later date.
Collection in paper bags ONLY will be strictly enforced
during curbside collection dates in April and May to reduce the
risk of spread of COVID-19 to collection workers. The World
Health Organization suggests the virus has been found to
survive much longer on plastic surfaces than on paper surfaces.
We appreciate your understanding and thank you in advance
for your cooperation.

Town of Prescott Curbside
Brush & Branch Chipping
For curbside brush and branch chipping, residents are asked
to register their address with the Operations Department the
Friday prior to the last week of the month.
The deadline to register for curbside branch or brush chipping
this month is Friday, April 24, 2020.
If you have registered for curbside chipping, please note
that this occurs separately from regular yard waste collection.
Branches to be chipped and leaves in paper bags will be
collected on separate schedules, and by different vehicles.
Branch and brush pieces must be less than 6 inches or 15
centimetres in diameter, and less than 6 feet or 1.8 metres in
length. Please place at curb with cut ends facing street.
operations@prescott.ca
613-925-2812 ext. 6219 www.prescott.ca/waste
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editor’s notebook

Let the conspiracy
theories begin
And then the mind begins to wander.
I am not even sure how many weeks it has been now.
Weeks, as I knew them, are no more.
Fact of the matter is that, from my work-from-home isolated lifestyle, days are kind of gone now too. Days used to
have names like “Monday” and “Tuesday” and “Friday”. Now,
with the exception of Deadline Day and Soup Day (formerly
known as “Saturday”, and the day my mom makes a macaroni soup lunch for the family), all the days seem the same.
Now there is only “Day”.
Day after day after day.
To fill the void, I have begun to collect some notable
COVID-19 conspiracy theories.
I am sure many of us have heard the rumour that the pandemic was not caused by bad bat-stew, but deliberately created and released as a test model of some newly developed
chemical warfare. Doomsday weapon believers seem to be
unsure of what country the virus was created by, but do seem
to agree on China as ground zero.
Is it plausible that the pandemic is a diversion created by
the US government to distract the world from the state of
leadership currently running for re-election south of our
borders…kind of forcing the rest of us to focus on a lesserof-two-evils situation?
Naturalists might be more inclined to believe that the current state of affairs is Mother Earth’s way of self-preservation,
by creating a situation that lowers the planet’s population.
Extremist might even go so far as to suggest that the treehuggers themselves are the ones who released the virus;
done so in an effort to force the world stay off the roads and
out of the machines that pollute the air, in an attempt to
drastically reduce the carbon emissions that are blamed for
global warming.
Me?
I’ll go with the only scenario that really makes sense.
COVID-19 is a secret operation being perpetrated by the
entire world’s governments, in order to keep us regular citizens inside while they work with the extra-terrestrials to set
up secret alien headquarter locations across the globe.
See you on another day.
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The winds of change

I’ve been in isolation for a few weeks it down. So many happy hours had been
now, so keep that forefront in your mind spent playing within its now rather unas you read what I’m
stable walls.
about to write. Michael
The topic of the arbour
was right.
would
up from time
Publisher’s to time,come
Yes, he was.
as things will, and
Pen always we found ourselves
We
purchased
our
home in June of 2018.
at an impass. Couldn’t we
Kate
Since then, we have slowly
restore it? Paint it? Save it?
Martelle
stripped wallpaper, sandHe didn’t want to upset me,
ed, remodeled, painted,
but I could see it in his eyes
and updated, and still
– the thing was beyond savhave many years to go
ing. Still, there it stood.
before we have our home exactly how we
I awoke and made my morning trek to
want it. Nothing particularly out of the or- the kitchen on Wednesday or Thursday of
dinary.
last week to find a very solemn-faced MiWhat is slightly out of the ordinary for chael seated across from me at the table.
us is that the home was owned by my late- Before my morning brain had the chance
grandparents, and so came chock-full of to fully notice and wonder what could be
sentimental memories and fond feelings the cause, he hit me with it: the arbour was
of childhood. For the most part, this has no more – a fatality of the previous night’s
been a unique and fulfilling experience; high winds.
maintaining the heart of a home while
A feeling of dread and sadness began
making it our own.
to overwhelm me as I stood and made
And then, there was the issue of the my way to the window. I felt the loss of a
arbour.
beloved piece of my childhood might go
The arbour sat at the peak and dead- along with the rickety memento.
centre of the sloped hill that occupies our
As I looked out upon our newly open
backyard and leads into the fields beyond. backyard, only one thought came to my
A small cement slab, two seats (more like mind, however. What a nice view. Unobone-and-a-half the past decade), and a structed for the first time in decades, the
painted wooden lattice exterior made up full view of what lay beyond could be exthe decorative backyard piece.
perienced. Letting go (even if by force)
Michael hated the arbour and called it had indeed allowed me to see a new and
an eyesore from the moment we moved beautiful perspective.
it. Many pieces had fallen or broken off in
Don’t get so stuck on what’s directly in
part over the years, the cement floor was front of you that you forget that there’s a
crumbling to dust, and the paint was peel- world beyond. Don’t let fear win. And,
ing in more spots than not, with much of okay, admit when you’re wrong.
See you soon South Grenville,
the structure bereft of paint altogether.
Kate
Yet, I couldn’t bear the thought of pulling

Dare to dream
One of my earliest school memories is of do that.
being given an assignment to describe what
It’s only recently that I’ve realized that my
career I wanted to have when I was older.
dream job doesn’t have any correlation with
I remember it well, as my answer was the wage it pays.
computer programmer – my cursive writing
I love writing. It surprises me how much.
was still in its infancy and the answer took
I look forward to every Monday when the
up an entire line of my school book.
deadline for my column is upon me. What’s
My writing is now (someeven better is when a proper writwhat) better, but my dream
er tell me how much he enjoyed
job has changed many, many
THAT one of my columns.
times over.
Before the age of 47, I had never
BRITISH GUY
As a child, I cycled through
written anything that was pubthe usual suspects – astronaut,
lished. The process has reminded
MIKE
professional athlete, etc.
me of how much I enjoyed writing
EVANS
When adulthood and its fifor my exams 30-some years ago.
nancial responsibilities came
So, it’s happened that without
around, my ‘dream job’ was one that paid planning or having a clear, well-thought-out
bills and allowed me some form of comfort.
process, I now have my dream job.
And that for way too many years was
My point is this – it’s never too late to disenough. I’ve been fortunate enough to have cover what makes you truly happy in your
been able to travel a fair amount. I’ve visited soul – but once you do, grab it with both
most European countries and some others hands.
more further afield; my work allowed me to
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Food drive shows the strength of the SG community during the C-19 crisis
Stay home.
Assume you’ve heard
this ditty before? Same
song, same chorus
again this week. Please
stay home whenever
possible. Practice all
the usual precautions
around social distancing. Wear a mask or
pull a scarf over your
mouth and nose when
out and about in public. This is an excellent practice in places
where you may not always be able to keep
that six-foot buffer between you and others,
such as grocery stores.
And remember that
even though the provincial government is
now saying that we
may have reached a
peak when it comes to
COVID-19
transmission, we are a long way
from getting out of the
woods. This means that
all regulations remain
in place. We all need
to continue working

together to stop the
spread so that we can
continue moving toward a progressive and
orderly reopening of
society.
Now on to cheerier
news. The South Grenville Food For All Food
Drive held this past Saturday across Prescott,
Augusta, and Edwardsburgh Cardinal was a
tremendous
success.
According to organizers, around $15,000
was raised in monetary
donations, along with
at least 25 full pallets
of food weighing in at
the 6,000-8,000 pound
mark.
Tremendous thanks
goes out to all of the
donors and the organizers. I want to pay
special tribute to Eddie
Dumond,
who

got everything rolling
alongside the other key
volunteers Dean and
Kim Bologna. While
they did not want any
credit for their efforts, I
really can’t say enough
for what they pulled off
here so quickly and so
professionally.
They rallied the entire
community
in
just a few days, which
is never a small task.
From the start of planning last week, the core
team of organizers secured the support of
backers that included
all three municipalities and their fire departments (according
to local news reports,
both the Prescott and
Augusta fire companies
donated $1,500 each
to the drive), Kriska,
O’Reilly’s
Your
Independent Grocer, LG
Approved Professionals (which donated the
$1,200 proceeds from
March’s Business Expo

in Prescott to the cause,
diverting
this
cash
from our arena fundraising project due to
the greater immediate
need), and many others
that I lack the space to
fully recognize here.
This goes right to
what we say when we
talk about #FortTownPride in Prescott and
about the incredible
community
strength
we have in all of South
Grenville. As the old
song goes, we kick at
the darkness until it
bleeds daylight. And
thanks to the outstanding food drive effort
and the provincial C-19
numbers, we are starting to see glimmers of
hope indicating that
a new dawn is on the
way.
*** ***
Sadly
enough,
though, that sunrise
will not come in time to

save many upcoming
events. The town declaration of emergency
continues. All municipal public events have
been cancelled through
the end of May, along
with Taste of Prescott
in June.
Other
high-profile
cancellations of Fort
Town summer festivities are also imminent.
And it seems doubtful
that there will be any
sort of public celebration of Canada Day this
year, if we all follow
the lead of the federal
government, which of
course made the call
last week to make our
birthday bash a virtual
one in 2020.
All Prescott outdoor
municipal facilities remain closed as well.
Parks and pathways
are open for walkers,
runners, and cyclists,
but please continue
to refrain from using
benches, picnic tables,

play structures, marina
docks, and more right
now.
Our boat launch at
Centennial Park also
remains off-limits at
least until the current
extension of the provincial state of emergency expires on May
12. I made that decision last Wednesday on
the advice of members
of our Municipal Emergency Control Group,
as there are widespread
concerns (that I share)
about crowds congregating in and around
the ramp, especially
with fishing seasons set
to open in earnest on
May 2.
So, we’re back to the
beginning again, which
seems awfully appropriate for the COVID-19
haze where all the days
blur into one another
and it’s hard to tell yesterday from today or
tomorrow. Stay home.
Stay safe. Save lives.

Natural gas expansion and port capital grant program
As I reported in a
previous column, Enbridge Gas has received
our re-nominated natural gas expansion and
extension project to
close the unserviced
area on County Road
Two and bring natural
gas to Spencerville. I
am told that this is a
high priority project
for Enbridge and it will
be nominated upward
to the Ontario Energy
Board (OEB). The OEB
will then forward a
number of projects to
the Ministry of Energy
in August. In order to
add additional weight
to our project, Enbridge has hired a marketing firm to conduct
a market survey to see
how many homes along
the new route would
express an interest

in joining the system
now that that the only
expense to the homeowner is the cost from
the road to the house.
The marketing survey
has been badly managed to say the least.
My Enbridge contact
and I are still working
on the problem of the
messed-up marketing
effort, and I want you
to know that my phone
has been ringing steady
with folks who feel they
have been missed and
desperately want to respond positively to the
survey questions but
have not had the opportunity to do so.

We have gone back
to our original neighbourhood research to
find the names and
addresses of the folks
who expressed interest even before the
change of the regulatory framework. I believe that a properly
conducted market survey, now that the new
regulatory framework
is in place, would show
about 80 percent interest in a connection.
However, the groundwork for a successful survey has to be
properly laid, as only a
small percentage of the
potential new customers are aware of the fact
that they are no longer
required to upfront the
capital cost...which is
the factor which discouraged so many pre-

viously.
I am very hopeful
that our intervention
with Enbridge will lead
to another properly
planned and executed
survey to be conducted
after we have had an
opportunity to explain
to folks that the homeowner pays no upfront
capital costs of the project and is responsible
only for the pipes from
the street to the house.
******
Port of Johnstown
Capital Grant Program:
open for applications
The
Port
of
Johnstown, a division
of the Township of Edwardsburgh
Cardinal, announces a new
$375,000 Community
Capital Projects Fund-

ing Grant!
In an effort to support our community organizations with
funding for much needed capital projects,
the Port of Johnstown
management
committee has received
approval
to
make
available a maximum
amount of $375,000
over a five-year period.
The maximum amount
of funding available for
each year during the
five-year agreement is
$75,000.
“We are very proud
to be part of this community”, stated Robert
Dalley, the port GM,
“and this is something
that we see a need for.
There is a lot of pressure on local municipalities to increase and
improve services and

this is our way of supporting some of the
smaller projects that
may fall through the
cracks”.
Mayor Pat Sayeau
added, “We are extremely
fortunate
to own a port in our
township and understand the importance
of demonstrating the
benefits of operating
a community owned
port.
Port staff has
done a terrific job of
organizing and getting
this ready in a relatively short time.”
Applications
are
due by May 31, 2020.
Please go to the Port of
Johnstown website and
click on Community
Funding Project (submitted by Robert Dalley, Port General Manager).

A cheer for volunteers during Canada’s National Volunteer Week
Sunday,
April
19
marked the start of Canada’s National Volunteer
Week; a week which is
set aside to acknowledge and celebrate the
selfless work of volunteers across Canada. For
Augusta Township, this
includes our residents
who serve on our Library
Board, Police Services
Board, Recreation Association Boards,Youth
Advisory Groups, and
several committees of
council that include:our
Planning Advisory Committee, Operations and
Waste
Management
Committee, Committee
of Adjustment, Rental Property Standards
Committee and Economic
Development
and Tourism Commit-

tee.
Then there are the
volunteers that take care
of our outdoor rinks, assist agencies who provide care and assistance
to residents needing
assistance, coach and
manage sports activities
in our community and
the volunteers who annually organize Augusta Township’s premier
“Labour Day” event in
the fall.
Our volunteer firefighters deserve special
recognition for their
myriad of volunteer
work that goes beyond

their regular duties of
fire prevention activities, fire suppression
response andanswering
medical
emergencies
in the community. Our
firefighters
regularly
participate in almost
every Augusta community event and in doing
so, reflect and define
the heart and soul of Augusta’s community. This
past weekend our firefighters participated in
the food drive in South
Grenville that was carried out in support of
South Grenville’s Food
Bank. In addition to the
food collected, the Augusta Firefighter’s Association donated $1,501
to the food drive. Also,
our firefighters participate in the annual col-

lection of donations for
Muscular Dystrophy.
I cannot cover every
volunteer activity in
Augusta Township as
my column is limited
in space. My apologies
to anyone or organization missed in mention.
I’ll close on this with a
quote from Paula Speevak, Volunteer Canada
President and CEO who
stated,
“Volunteers
work
year-round to address
critical social, economic, and environmental
issues and the generosity is only amplified during floods, forest fires,
and public health emergencies.”
This year, we want to
shine the spotlight on
those volunteering to

support essential services during this public
health crisis, and to salute those who help by
staying home to protect
themselves and their
communities. On behalf
of council, staff, and
residents: our heartfelt
thank you all!
At its regular meeting
of council on Tuesday,
April 14, council authorized the mayor and
clerk to enter into a contract with G. Tackaberry
& Sons Construction
Company Limited for
the township’s 2020 road
construction work projects costing $622,454.
The projects include
pulverizing,
granular
material, Hot Mix HL 4
and drainage on Cedar
Grove Road, pulveriz-

ing, granular material,
double surface treatment and drainage on
McCully Road and Hillbrook Road and granular material, Hot Mix HL
4 and drainage at the
Maynard Transfer Station. Timing of the work
will be carried out in
accordance with provincial proclamations regarding COVID 19.The
proposed $622,454 is
within the approved
2020 Public Works capital budgeted allocation.
Finally, with regret, I
wish to remind residents
that the 2020 edition of
Pitch-In is cancelled due
to COVID 19. Transfer
sites remain open and
will continue to accept
garbage in clear bags
and sorted recyclables.
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Local outreach targeted towards isolated youth and families
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
While social activities
are in marked decrease, the
number of teens and young
adults who are isolated and
scared is increasing. Recent school closures and
the cancellation of social
activities present a unique
and potentially dangerous
situation for many of them.
“Everyone’s
mental
health is being affected
right now, but young
people are especially at risk
with all the changes taking
place around them,” says
Connect Youth Program
Manager Victoria Robertson. “It may be harder for
them to reach out than
ever before, leaving them
feeling truly isolated and
alone.”
The same concern has
been expressed by organizations working with battered and abused adults.
With every member of the
family possibly at home
full-time right now, it is
much harder to find ways
to access help.
To combat these potentially hazardous situations,
Robertson is hard at work.
She and support workers
with the organization have
spent their time in recent
weeks preparing self-care
packages and food baskets
for distribution throughout the area.
They met in the parking lot of South Grenville
District High School last
Wednesday afternoon to
distribute the care baskets,
which were in large reusable bags donated by local grocery stores. Delivery
routes were mapped out
and the bags were loaded
while gloved and masked
workers adhered to social
distancing rules.
The self-care pack-

ages contained essential
needs for children, teens
and young adults such as
hygiene products, books,
games, and snacks. Eightynine of these were delivered throughout Leeds and
Grenville. The food baskets
went to 50 families in the
same geographical range.
Contents were both
donated and purchased,
using $4,750 of the Global
Relief Fund which flowed
through the United Way of
Leeds and Grenville. Connect Youth had also received smaller cash grants
from the Town of Prescott,
Augusta Township and
Edwardsburgh
Cardinal
Township. Robertson has
maxed out that funding
and is hoping more comes
down the pipe.
Usually Connect Youth
stays operational through
a combination of government funding and annual grants through local
townships and businesses.
Sometimes fundraisers are
held to augment their services.
“All the baskets contain
information pamphlets on
where families and youth
can call for help right now,”
says Robertson. “We are
hoping we can access more
grants to keep this up because isolation is really a
difficult thing to cope with,
both physically and mentally.”
During more normal
times, a youth in need or
with a home-safety concern can access Connect
Youth by self-referral, or
through a school guidance department or social
service worker. Staff there
can put them in touch with
social service supports, police or other forms of help.
As well, the program offers
a drop in and meetings

On the road for youth: Youth Connect workers met in Prescott on April 15 to distribute over 80 self-care baskets to local
youth and families who are currently in social isolation. Working out of the trunks of their cars are: l-r: Support Worker Ezzy
Waterworth, Program Manager Victoria Robertson and Support Worker Danielle Fowler.
JOURNAL PHOTO/ BURCHELL

to keep young people in
touch with others for peer
support.

Government of Ontario
reaches final agreement
with OSSTF
TORONTO — Stephen
Lecce, Minister of Education, issued the following
statement after reaching a
tentative agreement with
Ontario Secondary School
Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF) and the Ontario
Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA), and
the OSSTF Education
Workers and the Council
of Trustees’ Associations
(CTA):
“Our priority has always been to reach good
deals
with
teachers’
and education workers’
unions, that advance the
priorities of students and
parents. That is exactly
what we have done by
reaching deals with every
education union in this
province.
During this entire pro-

cess, our aim was to ensure our young people
receive the best education we can offer, so they
can develop the skills they
need to succeed in the
classroom and in the jobs
of the future.
We will remain focused
on the government’s dual
priority of keeping students safe while ensuring

Dr. Gauri Shankar

the continuity of education. Moreover, we remain
determined to continuously strengthen teacherled learning and virtual
learning for the benefit of
our students, and we continue to look to our educators to rise to the challenge and deliver quality
education to every child,
wherever they may live.”

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

Now accepting new patients

Laser Therapy Treatments and Shockwave Therapy Treatments
114 King St. W., Prescott

613-925-3436

STIHLCanada

www.stihl.ca

MS 291 Gas Chain Saw

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all
chain saws, power tools and accessories
will remain in effect until November 30,
2019. Illustrations and descriptions are as
accurate as known at the time of publication
and are subject to change without notice.
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a
printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has
the ﬁnal authority to set product pricing.
Pricing valid at participating dealers
only.*Weight with powerhead only.

$499.95

%($&+
+20(+$5':$5(
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(just behind Burger King)
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HELP REDUCE THE
SPREAD OF COVID�19
TAKE STEPS TO REDUCE THE SPREAD
OF THE CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID�19):

Follow the advice
of your local public
health authority.

Try not to touch
your eyes, nose
or mouth.

Wash your hands often
with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds.

Avoid close
contact with people
who are sick.

SYMPTOMS

Cough and
sneeze into
your sleeve and
not your hands.

Use alcohol-based hand
sanitizer if soap and water
are not available.

Stay home as much as
possible and if you need to
leave the house practice
physical distancing
(approximately 2 m).

IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS

Symptoms of COVID-19 may be
very mild or more serious and
may take up to 14 days to appear
after exposure to the virus.

Isolate at home to
avoid spreading
illness to others.

Avoid visits
with older adults,
or those with
medical conditions.
They are at higher
risk of developing
serious illness.

Call ahead
before you visit
a health care
professional or call
your local public
health authority.

If your symptoms
get worse, contact your
health care provider or
public health authority
right away and follow
their instructions.

FEVER
(greater or equal to 38 °C)

COUGH

DIFFICULTY BREATHING

FOR INFORMATION ON COVID�19:
1-833-784-4397

canada.ca/coronavirus
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WHEELS

Area garages are keeping essential wheels rolling
By Veronica Burchell

Not all essential services are directly connected
to health and social services. Some are involved
in the special science of
keeping the pedal to the
metal.
Owners at West End
Motors, King Edward Auto
and Augusta Motors have
been working with reduced staff since the beginning of the pandemic.
They all agree people are
more dependent on their
vehicles than ever. It is
vitally important to ensure
you can safely get to work,
doctor’s
appointments,
and the grocery store.
John Vanshie of Augusta Motors is still on
duty, alone, at his garage
and used-car lot on North
Campbell Road in Augusta
Township. He reports a 70
percent drop in his business, but is still at work
providing his own essential service.
“I think the downturn

in business can be accounted for due to multiple reasons,” he says.
“Most people are obeying
the rules and only coming
out for necessary errands.
Others are worried about
money.”
“Also they might think
garages are closed right
now, but we have been on
the government’s essential
service list since the beginning,” he adds.
Right now, Vanshie is
keeping busy with the few
people who do realize he is
open. Changing snow tires
out for seasonal sets is the
most common request,
followed by the usual array of vehicular problems
such as brakes, batteries,
general repairs and looking for a newer, more reliable vehicle.
Vanshie has had his car
lot and repair shop in the
same spot for 15 years; his
duration added to his father’s - John Sr. - gives the
business a 65-year heritage in the township. He

says he has never seen any
conditions quite like this,
and neither did his dad.
In Prescott, repair garages and car-part suppliers are still hard at work.
Like Vanshie, the Woods
family at West End Motors
has also been in business
for more than five decades,
and are still going strong.
“This has always been
a mom and pop business and we’ve been here
through everything those
years have thrown at us,”
says Alan Woods from
his King Street West shop
last week. “Sure, we’ve
changed how we do some
things right now - but we’re
still here.”
His wife Linda agrees.
“We have had to ask
people to stay outside so
we can do our part to keep
everyone safe.”
She explains that one
tactic they are using is
having people drop their
vehicles off outside, leaving the keys in them. After
the work is done, she calls

and the client arranges for
someone to give them a
ride back to pick it up.
“We’ve been around
so long that most of our
customers are people
we know,” says son Keith
Woods, the only employee working with Alan and
Linda right now. “And we
go nowhere - except home
to sleep,” he adds with a
smile.
The auto parts delivery
people who supply West
End are dropping off their
parcels outside the door,
says Linda, who wipes
all the packages down
with Lysol wipes, wearing
gloves all the time.
The people making
those deliveries are also

taking all necessary precautions. Dean Wartmann,
store manager at King Edward Auto, says he is going
out of his way to keep customers and staff safe.
“The actual store is
locked right now but we
are doing curbside delivery
to garages and residential
clients. Auto parts are still
a necessity if you want to
keep essential workers on
the road,” says Wartmann.
He credits the slight increase in residential deliveries to the fact that more
people are forced to be
at home right now, and if
they have “any mechanical
ability at all it makes sense
to do the repairs yourself
rather than taking it to a

shop.”
“We are gloving up and
wearing masks, which
our customers really
seem to appreciate,” he
adds. “Business has been
up and down, but this is
still the usual time of year
for repairs that people
have put off all winter.”
“Everyone who has
to go out to a health-related job has expressed
their gratitude for us
and for all the vehiclerelated businesses which
have remained open. If
you need new brakes,
it doesn’t matter what’s
going on here or in the
rest of the world. You still
need new brakes,” says
Wartmann.

Oil Change

with
Multi-Point
Vehicle
health
insPection*

$89.95

*includes brake
inspection & tire rotation
101 Development Drive

(Just north of the 401 exit in Prescott)

Gearing up against COVID: garages and auto part suppliers in South Grenville and area
have been deemed essential service workers. Many are still at work with new and
different challenges, like John Vanshie Jr. of Augusta Motors on North Campbell Road.
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613-925-5941• 1-800-924-9410
www.riversideofprescott.com

SHOW US YOUR RIDE!!
Be it a flawlessly restored classic, a rusty wreck lost in the woods or
your daily ride to work, we want to see your summer wheels!

This Week’s Ride

www.boneyard.ca

This is my 1972 Plymouth Roadrunner
factory muscle car. It was a barn find that
needed four years of major restoration.
It has a 440 high performance engine
with an auto. Trans. The car has a
number matching drive train.
It’s a great cruise-in car.

1972 Plymouth Roadrunner

613-657-4857

With the season drawing near, the
South Grenville Journal welcomes
readers to send in a photo of their
summer ride. Send your ride photos
to joe@evansprinting.ca.

Cash for scrap Vehicles

South Grenville Journal

RECOVERED
This week’s Relics page is compliments of
Tyler Deschamps and the
“Photographic History of Cardinal” Facebook page
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The Funeral for
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Iroquois...movin
Project perhaps

contestants
Fire prevention queen

Snowstorm 1947

Mr Lawrence Kavanaugh

Wood for the
n

ew rink

Cardinal Citizens Band

If you would like to see more pictures of the past, check out the page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/365945497624919/

Readers are welcome to send us their own pictures of days gone by
Email to joe@evansprinting.ca
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Pest control an essential partner of pandemic safety measures
By Veronica Burchell
DOMVILLE - If beavers are blocking your
back pond and causing
flooding, or rats are invading your barn, help is
right around the corner.
Keith Fowler’s Canucks Wildlife Services can
banish those beavers and
help you get rid of other
pests. Although he services all of Eastern Ontario,
his “Right Around the
Corner” motto is especially applicable now.
“For health and safety
reasons, we want people
to know we have been
deemed an essential service,” says Fowler. “With
more people at home
right now, it’s important
to keep your ‘safe’ space
truly safe and pest free.”
“We are here to help
anyone who is local as
well as going long distance,” says Fowler, who
grew up near Domville
and still operates out of
this village north of Prescott. “Right now we know
money is tight, but we

can work out some kind
of deal - no matter what’s
going on in the world no
one should have to live
with pests in their home
or barn or business.”
Fowler says the number of calls he is currently
receiving is down, but
because he is a one-man
show, he is still busy. As a
licensed operator in the
Leeds and Grenville area,
he often finds himself as
far afield as Kingston and
Iroquois in the same day.
After working for a
similar company for
close to 20 years, he decided to start his own
business in 2017, the day
his daughter was born.
Just three years later, he
and his wife have added
another, separate business devoted strictly to
mouse control, while she
works full time at Prescott Animal Hospital. He
had considered hiring
another employee this
summer, but that plan is
now on hold.
“We are two people
working in three essen-

tial services, so we don’t
qualify for any of the relief benefits being offered
by the government right
now,” he says. “So it’s
keep working or give up
our incomes.”
Fowler feels safe at
his job and on the road
because he has access
to specially designed
and regulated breathing masks designed to
keep all germs, including
COVID - out.
Fowler worked hard
and had to travel to get his
Zoonautic Disease Certificate and is licensed by
the Natural Wildlife Control Operators Association. That means he has
access to materials and
methods that “anyone
off the street or running
a side business” can’t use.
In a strange, regulatory
twist, you aren’t supposed to work in this field in
Canada without being licensed, but the licensing
course is only available in
the U.S.
Fowler says that
when working with

Critter control always essential: Keith Fowler of Domville takes a moment to relax and regroup at a distance between pest-control calls. His company is considered an essential service right now as the country fights disease and all possible sources of germ infestations.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

animals and/or baits
and traps, it’s only
“good business” to be
licensed and insured.
But safety is always his

main priority.
“I just want people
to know we are still
open and available; it
doesn’t matter if it’s a

small job or a big one.
Right now, it’s vital to
take control of your
space and keep it
safe.”

Help for abused women available in new, more creative ways
By Veronica Burchell
BROCKVILLE
Women throughout the
South Grenville area who
are in need of help or advice can now reach out
to Brockville’s Interval
House in more ways than
ever.
Because of recent layoffs and shutdowns, families have been thrown
together in isolation.
Women and children
who may not be safe
under normal conditions
are now spending even
more time than usual
with abusive partners or
family members.
According to Charlene
Catchpole, Executive Director of Interval House,
calls for their help have
increased during the
pandemic from all areas
of Leeds and Grenville,
including South Gren-

ville. She says they have
introduced new ways for
women to reach them.
“It may be harder for
women to have the privacy they need to call us
and/or do the planning
that needs to be done for
someone to leave,” says
Catchpole. “But we are
doing as much as we can
to combat that situation.”
The Executive Director
says that shelter beds are
still available, and if you
fear you may have been
in contact with a COVIDexposed individual, there
are motel and hotel
rooms for you to quarantine in. If you do find
yourself in that situation,
there are meals available
by delivery through the
shelter.
A
virtual
support
group has also been set
up, offering two sessions
a week right now, with the

possibility of more times
being added in the future. Catchpole says society has not seen the peak
yet as far as the need for
intervention into abuse.
“We are all talking
about the COVID peak
and when it will arrive.
But this situation will
peak further in time, as
savings run out, businesses close or can’t reopen, and people exhaust
employment insurance
and other benefits,” she
says.
Anxiety and calls to
the shelter reached its
own new peak in the last
two weeks following a
murder-suicide in Brockville. People who were
thinking about leaving
felt compelled to find out
what options were still
available.
Another sign of a
changing situation is the

NOTICE
Beginning on Earth Day (Wednesday, April 22) and
for the remainder of the month of April 2020, register to
receive a contactless delivery of materials to collect litter
in the area of your choice within the Town of Prescott.
Complete the litter clean up on your own schedule, then
contact us with the location of the bags of collected litter.
If interested in participating, please contact
operations@prescott.ca or
telephone (613) 925 2812 ext. 6219.

fact that Interval House
is now getting more referrals from police than
ever before. Previously,
self-referrals were more
common and those coming from a variety of doctors, emergency rooms,
social workers, and even
dentists.
Catchpole says the organization always tells
callers that if they are in
the midst of an actual
act of violence to call
the police immediately.

But if they call Interval
House for advice, they
usually meet with, or talk
to, someone who helps
them plan a safe exit
strategy first.
She also notices that
the number of calls from
teens and youth are up.
For some kids, she explains, school gives them
six hours a day of safety,
and right now they don’t
even have that to rely on.
Catchpole
wants
women throughout the

South Grenville area to
know that the Interval
House Crisis Line is available to anyone 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.
Live voices are still on the
other end of the phone even now. A plan can be
created to get you to safety as quickly as possible,
and in the meantime you
can call police and ask
them to get you out of the
home you are in.
That number is 613342-8815.

MAY 2020

LARGE ITEM
PICKUP NOTICE

LIMIT OF 4 ITEMS PER HOUSEHOLD

Green & orange category items will be picked up Monday, May 11, 2020.
Green Category Items ($10.00): Furniture (lamps, tables, chairs, sofa’s etc.)
Orange Category Items ($20.00): Mattresses and box springs
Blue, red, and white category items will be picked up Wednesday, May 13, 2020
Blue Category Items ($15.00):
Stoves, washing machines, dryers, dishwashers, BBQ’s, etc.
Red Category Items ($50.00):
All Freon supplied household items (fridges, air conditioners, etc.)
White Category Items (Free):
Electronic waste (computers, TV’s, telephones, tires & rims etc.)
Physical tags will not be required due to COVID-19.
Contact to register your name, address, items for collection,
and arrange payment for corresponding items.
Place all items to curb by May 8 for pick-up May 11 & May 13, 2020.
Register
613 925 2812 ext. 6200
operations@prescott.ca
For payment by cheque, please register by Monday, May 4, 2020.
Make payment to: Corporation of the Town of Prescott
P.O. Box 160, Prescott, ON, K0E 1T0
For payment by credit over telephone, please register by Friday, May 8, 2020.
Payment will be processed with you over the telephone (no data recorded or stored).
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Be a cheerleader for frontline healthcare workers at BGH
BY CONAN DE VRIES
Frontline
healthcare
workers as well as staff and
support workers could use
a little shot in the arm.
The Brockville General Hospital has initiated
a project to give doctors,
nurses and staff a bit of encouragement and to give
the public an opportunity to express to them how
much they are appreciated and admired. Members
of the public can become
BGH Cheerleaders by recording a short message of
gratitude and encouragement and uploading it to
the hospital website.
“Brockville
General
Hospital has an incredibly
professional
workforce,
but they are human beings
too,” says the BGH’s Abby
McIntyre.
The global Coronavirus
pandemic is placing extraordinary demands on all
those healthcare workers
battling the pathogen, and
the stress and strain they
are experiencing, all in an
effort to keep the community safe and healthy, is

deserving of both respect
and recognition.
The BGH Cheerleaders project began only a
week or so ago, and there
have already been a few
submissions by members
of the public expressing
their support of all those
working to keep South
Grenville safe. The videos
submitted so far are being
reviewed and then they
will be posted for public
viewing.
“We are already seeing
incredible support on social media,” says McIntyre.
So far, says McIntyre,
the number of patients
testing positive for the
Coronavirus have been
modest, but the doctors
and nurses can’t let their
guard down and must
handle all cases with the
utmost care.
“Policies and procedures across the organization have been changed.
The degree of change has
been incredible. Every staff
member and physician
working at any of our four
sites has been impacted,”
says McIntyre. “This alone

613-925-4265
All Classified Advertising
Payable In Advance

Classifieds will be accepted by telephone
or email, but must be paid by 4pm
Monday for publication on Wednesday.
Production Manager:
David Flinn
Fax: 613-925-3472
Email:
dave@evansprinting.ca

has caused stress.”
The anticipation of a
crush of cases and the potential for incredible strain
on local healthcare resources and hospital capacity
is doubly stressful. This
is a big reason, says McIntyre, why the BGH has
been working together
with other authorities to
promote prevention and
mitigation measures that
will limit the spread of the
virus.
Anybody interested in
uploading a short video
of 30 seconds or less offering some words of encouragement to those on
the frontlines of the pandemic is invited to do so at
brockvillegeneralhospital.
wetransfer.com.
Those submitting a
video are reminded that
by doing so they are giving
the BGH consent to make
the video available to the
public on the hospital’s
website.
There is also another
way local cheerleaders
can help frontline workers. The Brockville and
District Hospital Founda-

tion has created a special
fund to support doctors
and nurses with any supplies or equipment they
might need in their fight
against the Coronavirus.
Any donations made by
the public to the fund will
be matched by the Foun-

dation, and the money
collected will be used to
make sure staff have the
supplies and equipment
they need to continue caring for patients.
“We are very fortunate to live in a very giving
community, and a num-

Prescott kindness goes Global: South Grenville Food Bank Executive Director Bonnie Pidgeon was interviewed for a Global Television news story on Wednesday. Kraig
Kruze of Global came to town to get a story on the town’s four-way partnership which
is delivering free meals to lower-income families. Last Wednesday night 130 meals
were sent out with volunteer drivers, almost double the number dished up the previous week.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL
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ber of organizations and
individuals have already
contributed to the fund,”
says McIntyre.
Anybody who would
like to contribute to the
fund or find out more
about it is welcome to visit
bdhfoundation.com.

visit us
online
South Grenville Journal

Deadline for classiﬁed ads
Monday at 10 am

NOTICE

FOR SALE

WANTED

The Town Barn in Prescott will no
longer be accepting scrap metal
as of 3:30 pm April 24, 2020.
Inquiries please call Aubrey at
613-213-4443. Thank you for
your cooperation.

John Deere 24 hp Garden Tractor with 54” grass cutting deck.
Great condition - well maintained
– price $1795. Call 613-449-1668

What do you have to sell? We pay
cash for anything of value. Call
613-449-1668
(APRIL 22)

(APRIL 22)

(APRIL 22)

Free Business Advertising Opportunity
“Small business is at the very heart of communities like Prescott, so please know that we
stand with you during this challenging time,” says Mayor Brett Todd. “The Town of
Prescott is continuing operations during the COVID-19 outbreak. We stand ready to assist
business however we can. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any concerns or
questions, so we can best help you weather this storm together.”
In an effort to support the Prescott business community during these challenging times,
the Town of Prescott Economic Development Department & Downtown Prescott BIA have
partnered to offer FREE information ads to businesses. Ads will be published in the South
Grenville Journal on a weekly basis starting April 29th. This is a chance for businesses to
keep customers informed on how they can access your products & services, or support
your business in other ways. Available on a ﬁrst come ﬁrst serve basis.

Prescott’s businesses are the backbone of our community, and need your
support more than ever during these challenging times.
They provide vital products, services and experiences & contribute their time and
resources to support our community in countless ways.

Please Show Your Support and Buy Local Wherever Possible!

IN MEMORIAM

KIRKEY
In lovign memory of a
wonderful loving mother,
Irene “Pinky”, who passed
away ﬁfteen years ago.
April 26,2005.

If Roses Grow
in Heaven
If Roses Grow in Heaven, lord
Please pick a bunch for me.
Place them in my mothers arms,
And tell her they’re from me.
Tell her I love her and miss her,
And when she turns to smile,
Place a kiss upon her cheek
And hold her for a while.
Because remembering
her is easy,
I do it everyday.
But there is an ache
within my heart
That will never go away.

Forever loved and
remembered by your
daughter Janet Hodgeson.

Page 14 WEDNESDAY, April 22, 2020

South Grenville Journal

ENTERTAINMENT

www.kemptvillelivemusicfestival.com

Spencerville Bluegrass Festival cancelled for 2020
SPENCERVILLE
COVID-19 has claimed
another victim in the
local music industry.
Organizers of the annual South Grenville
Bluegrass Festival announced late last week
that the 2020 version of
the event would be cancelled.
“Regrettably,
the
committee of the South
Grenville
Bluegrass
Festival, under the
auspices of the Ottawa
Valley Bluegrass Music
Association, has made
the difficult decision
to cancel the 2020 edition of the festival in
consideration of the
health and wellness of
all involved,” the festival team posted in a social media release. “We

look forward to hosting you on August 5-8,
2021 and hope to offer
you the same or similar
great line-up, based on
the availability of the
bands.”
Scheduled for August, the loss of the
perennial gathering of
Bluegrass bands and
fans at the Spencerville Fairgrounds will
leave an impact felt beyond the stage of the
Drummond Building.
Attracting
hundreds
of fans and members
of the bluegrass community to the village
has brought potential
for additional spillover business to many
of the resident eateries
and convenience outlets that will be lost this

summer.
The
cancellation
is also an additional
blow for a hurting local music industry that
has been completely
hobbled by the current
state of affairs. While
fans might still be able
to find their musical fix
online (with many artists streaming performances), the loss of being
able to provide live entertainment is having a
far-reaching effect on
supporting businesses like food and drink
vendors, venue and
ticket sales and related
outlets.
Kemptville
Live,
one of the region’s largest festivals has not
yet cancelled their July
event.

Shakespeare: the colossus
Youth in the Arts.
That phrase sounds a
bit glib, but the arts incorporates many things:
writing, painting, music,
photography, dancing…
in fact, all creative expression.
For us, as parents,
we recognize this artistic need in children as
we watch them play and
make-believe…write stories, sing songs, paint… all
children do it. If you have

Behind

The CurTain
Richard
Willis

young children now, you
will have seen them creating at home a lot…even if
it’s TikTok. This creativity
and artistic need is something we’re born with.
Art defines us as human beings. The art at our
festival is theatre with an
emphasis on Shakespeare.
Shakespeare permeates
through our language and
across the world. He will
be here for all time, and
his plays will continue to
influence the generations
to follow. Shakespeare bestrides the world like a colossus.

If children see actors
deliver Shakespeare with
passion and engagement
- even if they don’t pick up
every word - they can follow the story and be transported to a different world.
Young children are not put
off by the complexity of
Shakespeare’s language.
For them, the English language is an undiscovered
country through which
they want to explore and
experiment.
This engagement at an
early age holds true across
all the arts. Take your
children to art galleries,
libraries; go to music concerts, wander around museums… and, amazingly,
we can do many of these
things virtually and online
under our present circumstances. Encourage their
passion for the arts. Persuading our youth to go

LAuzon TenT renTALs

Tents • Chairs • Tables • Tablecloths
• Dance Floors • Tent Flooring • BBQs

on and take part in theatre
teaches our young people
courage, patience, morals,
communication, imagination, teamwork, problem
solving and culture.
It’s Shakespeare’s birthday this Thursday – April
23. I recommend catching the National Theatre’s

Twelfth Night online that
day…which is free to all
for a week… and if you
have children, encourage
them to watch too.
Richard
Sheridan-Willis
Artistic Director
St. Lawrence
Shakespeare Festival

SOUTH GRENVILLE

Live performances
Kemptville Live
July 23-26, 2020
-Randy Bachman and
Burton Cummings
-Steve Miller Band
-Glass Tiger
-David Clayton Thomas
-Lighthouse
-Honeymoon Suite
-Andy Kim -More...

Guy Lauzon

613-657-4857

www.lauzontentrentals.ca

www.boneyard.ca

613-330-6060

Cardinal, Ontario

Prou dly Se rvi ng
PreScott an d area

Dining Room CLoseD
OWNERSHIP

Delivery only

186 King St. W. Prescott

613-925-0174
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Local school board representative hoping to implement change
By Conan de Vries
Look at any poll or
survey inquiring into
issues Canadians think
are important, and
education quite often
lands somewhere near
the top of the list.
This is especially true
in rural areas, where
many smaller schools
have been closed in recent years.
But even when the
issue of school closures was front and centre several years ago,
when Accommodation
Review
Committees
(ARC) were deliberating as to which schools
should close, there was
seldom any mention
of some of the fundamental weaknesses in
the way young Canadians are educated
at the elementary and
secondary levels.
That’s part of what
motivated John McCrea to run for school
board trustee in the last
election, and it was, at
least in part, his genuine interest in having
a sincere discussion
about these issues that
got him elected to the
Upper Canada District
School Board as representative of Ward 5
for Augusta and Brockville.
Schools
may
be
closed now as a result
of the global Coronavirus pandemic, but
they will reopen, and
McCrea wonders if the
time might be right to
reconsider some of the
ways in which education is delivered and to
have a healthy debate
about what’s important.
“It’s the time for
ideas,” he says.
A website McCrea set

up several years ago, in
response to the prospect of rural school
closures and amalgamations – which can
be found at schoolsfirst.ca – offers a concise outline of some
of the first steps that
he thinks might help
schools and school
boards improve.
“Schools can be creative hubs for all sorts
of 21st-century problem-solving,” says McCrea.
Pointing out that the
current model of classroom teaching, at least
in many cases, is little
different from the one
employed in the 19th
century, with a teacher
standing at the front of
the classroom giving a
lecture, McCrea suggests there might be
other ways to get kids
to learn.
“We’re finding out
now that there are a
lot of different ways to
learn,” he says.
Inviting
greater
involvement in the
classroom by members of the public who
might have particular
skills, knowledge or
experience to share is
one way, as is making
hands-on learning as
routine in the classroom as the more academic approach. Having more shop facilities
in the schools and setting up more practical
learning environments
would be a big step in
the right direction.
None of this, of
course, is intended to
replace trained and
certified
classroom
teachers, who would
still be in charge of
their students’ education. Students with a
wide variety of learn-

ing styles, aptitudes
and interests would
benefit from having a
diverse approach to
the way lessons are
taught. They would
also benefit, says McCrea, from a more
customized
curriculum, suggesting the
province could permit
more local decisionmaking when it comes
to what is taught in the
classroom.
Decentralization is
actually a big part of
McCrea’s Schools First
initiative.
“I think decisions
would be much better
made with more local
input,” he says.
However, the closure of so many smaller
schools, primarily in
rural areas and small
towns, has served only
to make individual
schools less responsive
to local needs, and McCrea also saw the review process that led
to those closures as
more evidence of an
urban-rural divide.
“The only serious
discussion was about
the cost,” he says, “and
the value of what was
being lost never really
got addressed.”
On his website, McCrea points to the Pupil
Accommodation
Guidelines
(PARGs)
that the province has
issued, and a revision
made to them in 2018.
The
guidelines
no
longer require that the
value of a school to a
local community or
its economy be considered when deciding
whether it should be
closed or amalgamated.
“Schools are important hubs in rural
areas,” says McCrea.

Even in the last election, the trustee noted
there was little talk
about some of these
fundamental
issues,
and about the vital
importance of local
schools to the prosperity and sustainability
of rural communities.
He does, however, give
credit to the Grenville
Landowners
Association, which organized an all-candidates
meeting during the
2018 municipal election and made education the main topic of
debate.
The Schools First
initiative also includes
suggestions on how
bussing can be made
more efficient. It costs
about $2,000 a day
per school to provide
buses, and McCrea
thinks there might be
a more cost-effective
way of providing the
same level of service.
“For $2,000 a day, I
think we could come
up with some new
ideas,” he says.
Another of the ideas
outlined on the website involves getting
more local food into
the schools, and even
providing one hot meal
per student each day
made from those local
ingredients.
Dealing
with climate change
is another priority,
and McCrea considers
zero-energy school facilities and greater use
of renewable resources an achievable and
necessary goal. More
than that, says McCrea,
schools could lead
the way in addressing
climate change, and
could set an example
for society to follow
in dealing with many
other social problems.

“There are so many
profound, good 21stcentury technological
changes that have happened that aren’t being
incorporated into how
we’re doing things,” he
says.
Enabling schools to
provide child care is another important plank
in the Schools First
initiative, as is providing students some immediate incentives for
excelling in whatever
pursuit they choose,
whether by more frequent recognition of
high achievement or
rewards of some sort.
In this way, students
doing well will be encouraged to continue
and those who aren’t
might be motivated to
make the most of their
potential too.
Structural changes
of this order, however,
are a provincial responsibility, but, says
McCrea, if the public
gets excited enough
about the prospect for
a different future for
education, the provincial government may
be forced to consider
new ideas.
Some of the best
ideas, says McCrea,
about the potential
for significant positive
changes in education
have been articulated
by Sir Ken Robinson,
a British expert on
education whose TED
talk on the subject remains one of the most
watched in the series.
The local school
board that was founded in the early 1800s
in the Cardinal-Prescott-Augusta
region
was one of the earliest elected bodies in
the
country.
Deci-

sions about what was
taught in schools were
made locally. In the
1960s, though, school
boards began to amalgamate and decisions
were taken more remotely. About 20 years
ago, says McCrea, the
province began downloading
significant
costs to local school
boards as well. This
has all conspired to
further alienate the
decision-makers from
the local educators.
McCrea would like to
see an arrangement in
which schools, as well
as their teachers and
administrators, were
more independent and
more responsive to the
people they are serving.
While McCrea isn’t
shy about offering his
opinion on education
issues, he is under no
illusion that these are
the only ideas or the
only suggestions, or
even necessarily the
rights ones. That’s why
he created the Schools
First initiative and the
accompanying
website.
“I would love nothing more than to learn
about other points
of view. If I’m wrong,
I’d like to be told I’m
wrong,” he says. “I’d
love to know other
people’s opinions.”
There just aren’t
many people interested yet in having
a thoughtful debate
about the issue, something McCrea hopes
his efforts will help
rectify, by venturing
some ideas and getting
people talking, if only
just locally, about how
to make schools, and
maybe even the world,
better.

Not putting the brakes on COVID drives just yet
As we enter – what
is it?! – week six of this
COVID-19
drudgery,
the social media discussion is heating up
on exactly how many
normal civil liberties
one is still permitted
to exercise. Can you
take a leisurely stroll,
or a drive in the country as part of maintaining your sanity?…
or are you supposed
to lock yourself inside
the house, preferably
alone, and not emerge
except for the occasional emergency run
to the drug, grocery, or
liquor store – also inexplicably an essential
service - fully masked
and gloved with sanitizer at the ready.
As far as I know, there
has been no government decree that you

A
New
View
By Tom
Van Dusen

can’t go for solo walks
or drives - even accompanied walks or drives
if by a person from
the same household
–as long as you social
distance, stay outside
and away from closed
areas such as municipal parks. In the case
of Prescott, while town
facilities are closed,
the beautiful east end
waterfront
property
operated by Parks Canada remains accessible
and well used.
The same applies
in Russell where I still

spend part of my time.
I meandered through
the Tweed Conservation Area there Saturday night which is
still open to the public. Operated by South
Nation Conservation
which maintains several other such preserves
across Eastern Ontario,
also open, the closest
being Two Creek Forest along Number 2
east of Iroquois, the
usual COVID cautions
are posted at the entrance to Tweed and,
no doubt, at the other
sites. There was no
need to social distance
because, at 8:00 p.m., I
was the only one there.
I posted pictures
from that visit on Facebook.
Throughout
the COVID Calamity, that has been one

of my sanity preservers…yes, I know, some
might argue the effort
has failed. About three
times a week, I go on
mini road trips and
walks to destinations
like Gananoque, Lyn,
the Upper Canada Migratory Bird Sanctuary
and the back streets of
Prescott and provide a
photographic
record
along with written description of the location and its highlights.
Many of my Facebook
friends seem to enjoy
the travelogues but
lately some are wondering about the wisdom of being anywhere
but home.
Based on my knowledge of the repeatedad-nauseam
characteristics of COVID, my
position is that it’s al-

most impossible that
I do myself or anyone
else harm by solo-driving or walking without
interacting with others
so I plan to keep doing it until the craziness seen in Ottawa
where people have
been gouged exorbitant ‘’fines’’ for family
rollerblading becomes
all-pervasive. If I get
stopped by some tinpot enforcer looking
for cash, I guess I’ll put

the brakes on my driving pastime.
While the wild-eyed
hysteria
common
in the early days of
COVID seems to have
settled to some extent,
I look forward to the
day when we lower its
massive profile and get
back to giving more
destructive conditions
such as cancer and
heart disease the manpower and resources
they require.

3506 Coons Road, Brockville
613-345-6977 1-855-MYTILES
www.tiletechflooring.com

SALES & SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8:00-5:30 • SAT 9:00-3:00
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Stop the Spread
COVID-19
can be deadly.
Stay home.
Save lives.

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

