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South Grenville Star
of the Week is...

We h
W
have
ave received
ed an o
over
overwhelming
erwhelmingg amo
amount
oun
nt
of nominations for the staff at O’Reilly’s Your
Independent Grocer in Prescott in the last few weeks.
The dedicated and caring staff at O’Reilly’s
continue to amaze and impress the community
with their caring and compassionate service.
Despite fear or worry during this time, they serve
the public each day, providing the entire community
with our essential needs. Without them, South
Grenville would be lost in this storm. Thank you to
each and every staff member. Your smiling faces
and positive attitude make a difference to us all!
If you would like to nominate someone for Star of
the Week, email kate@evansprinting.ca or fill out the
nomination form at www.southgrenvillejournal.ca

Today’s Star of the Week brought to you by:
Keeping the community and essential workers safe: new precautions have been put in place to ensure safety at O’Reilly’s
Your Independent Grocer in Prescott. Despite the new and changing reality, local shoppers continue to be guaranteed a
smile and dedicated service at the location. Pictured here are Cashier Holly Shipclark and customer Vera Legault
JOURNAL PHOTO/FRASER
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Caring community partnership cooks up successful meal
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
Last Wednesday, a new
and original mobile popup kitchen served hot
meals to 70 individuals in
Prescott.
“We see this was a real
success,” says Karen Ann
Cutts, event organizer
and board member with
the South Grenville Food
Bank. “We only had a few,
last-minute glitches to
work through
and it all came
together wonderfully.”
This new
service is a
shared
project between
the food bank,
King’s Kitchen, Windmill
Brewery and

the Royal Canadian Legion.
Conceived by Bonnie Pidgeon, Executive Director of
the food bank, the whole
thing went from concept to
reality in less than ten days.
The idea of providing
hot meals to people with
modest incomes was originally a logistics nightmare. The need and the
desire to do it were already
certain, but at first no one
knew where to cook it and
how to get it out to recipients.
King’s Kitchen offers a
free meal every Wednesday, cooked and served at
South Grenville District
High School. But they had
to shut down after the announcement of provincial
COVID-19 regulations limiting the number of people

who can gather at one
time.
The food bank also
found
themselves
changing regular operations due to the pandemic. They had members and
volunteers who offered
to deliver food, but they
didn’t have the space to do
the cooking for the 100 or
more diners who regularly
attend King’s Kitchen.
Sean Lucey, a chef at
Windmill Brewery, offered
to do the actual preparation and cooking, so the
only missing piece of the
puzzle was a large enough
kitchen in which to add
the finishing touches and
do the packaging and bagging.
At this point, the Prescott Legion got involved.

Before the temporary closure of Branch 97 on March
9, Legion members had
been serving lunch and
dinner to the public every
Thursday for the last 15
years as the branch’s main
fundraiser. A quick meeting was held between Pidgeon and the Legion Senior
Executive, and the final
piece clicked into place.
With four dynamic
partners now on board,
Pideon and Cutts did the
paperwork between the
food bank, health officials
and the town council. The
result was a homemade
spaghetti dinner with rolls
and a side salad heading
out the Legion door to six
volunteer drivers who took
the entire relay across the
finish line.

“This is just amazing,”
says Lucey. “What people
working together can accomplish, with the right
reason and the drive to get
it done is simply inspiring.”
The combined group
plan on continuing the
meals weekly until the
situation changes. Five volunteers, including Lucey,
work in the self-contained
kitchen. Two more from
King’s Kitchen are working across the hall in the
Legion’s large banquet
room where the individual
containers are packed into
thermal containers according to address lists.
Those same two then
use the wheeled serving
carts to take the packed
meals to the front door
where Cutts takes over

from outside. Six drivers
line up in separate vehicles
and Cutts and one more
outside volunteer hand the
meals to the drivers with a
second address list.
It took only a few minutes last week for the volunteers to figure out how
to work as an assembly line
while staying six feet apart.
Gloves and masks were
provided for all volunteers.
The meals are left on the
porch or step at each address and no driver came
in contact with either the
kitchen staff or the person
receiving the food.
If you would like to receive a free, hot, meal from
the pop-up team, call 613925-2444, extension 2 and
leave your name, phone
number and address.
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Leeds Grenville declares State of Emergency
United Counties of
Leeds and Grenville Warden Pat Sayeau has declared a State of Emergency for the entire
region to stop the spread
of the COVID-19 virus.
“This is to reinforce
the importance of social distancing,” Warden
Sayeau said. “It is critically important that we do
not let down our guard,”
he said. “My message is
clear – stay home, selfisolate, avoid even family
groups and stay safe”.
Over the course of the
last week, the Warden has
talked with all mayors
within the United Counties. Some individual mu-

nicipalities have declared
emergencies while others
have not, all for their own
valid reasons, the Warden
said. He noted no Leeds
and Grenville municipalities are in need of additional resources at this
time from each other or
from the province.
“We all agree that our
single and most pressing need is the continued
and focused efforts of all
citizens to keep their distances,” he said.
Leeds and Grenville
citizens are asked to:
• Maintain six-foot
separation distances – at
all times
• Avoid all gathering of

groups larger than five –
whether family or not
• Shelter at home, venturing out only for necessities
• Do not travel – essential travel only
“As a sign in one of our
local stores states: “unless your intended purchase is a real necessity,
please do not enter our
store,” the Warden said.
He further stressed all
boat ramps and marinas
are closed throughout
the United Counties in
compliance with a provincial order. The result is
seasonal residents and
visitors will have no access to this area’s lakes

and summer cottages.
The State of Emergency declaration ensures Leeds Grenville has
the flexibility and is agile
to respond to ongoing
and new operational
issues.
Counties rolling out
new provincial programming:
• Operating two emergency daycare centres
and, if demand persists,
Counties’ staff may look
at the possibility of opening another centre, subject to provincial approvals.
• Rolling out $1.5-million in social services
emergency relief funds

for vulnerable members of the population
through assistance to individuals and front-line
agencies.
• Working with the
Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit
and assessment centre
with a community paramedic program. Critical
care services maintained
during the outbreak:
• The Counties’ longterm care home in Athens, Maple View Lodge,
has an influenza outbreak. There are new
testing protocols for all
long-term care facilities
in Ontario, along with
many precautions and

infection control currently in place to prevent the
spread of COVID-19
• Protection of healthcare workers and other
front-line workers. Monitoring to ensure the
Counties’
Paramedic
Service and Maple View
Lodge workers have the
proper and sufficient Personal Protective Equipment. Counties CAO
Andy Brown said Leeds
Grenville is working with
community
organizations and agencies.
If volunteers are needed to assist, the Declaration ensures WSIB coverage for those valuable
volunteers.

Ontario significantly expanding COVID-19 testing
Enhanced testing strategy will help stop the spread of the virus
TORONTO — To stop
the spread of COVID-19,
the Ontario government
is implementing the
next phase of its strategy
to significantly expand
and enhance testing. In
addition to the ongoing
testing of the general
public at any of the 100
assessment centres now
established across the
province, Ontario will be
proactively testing several priority groups, including:
• Hospital inpatients;
• Residents of longterm care and retirement
homes;
• Health care workers,
caregivers, care providers, paramedics, and first
responders,
including
police and firefighters;
• Remote, isolated,
rural and Indigenous
communities;
• Other congregate
living centres, including

homeless shelters, prisons and group homes;
• Specific vulnerable
populations,
including patients undergoing
chemotherapy or hemodialysis and requiring
transplants, as well as
pregnant persons, newborns and cross-border
workers; and
• Other essential workers, as defined by provincial orders.
“We’re laser-focused
on ramping up our testing capacity so we can
protect the most vulnerable in our communities
and those who protect
them, like our frontline
health care workers and
first responders,” said
Premier Ford. “By expanding our testing capacity, we will be able to
find cases faster, intervene earlier, reduce the
spread, and save lives.”
By implementing this

strategy, Ontario expects
to double the number
of tests processed each
day to 8,000 by April 15,
2020 and 14,000 by April
29, 2020, at which point
overall lab capacity will
have been further expanded.
“By significantly increasing the number of
tests each day, we will
identify cases early, contain them and prevent
putting more people at
risk,” said Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier
and Minister of Health.
“Doing so is especially
important for priority
groups like hospital inpatients, long-term care
home residents and our
brave frontline health
care workers and first responders, all of whom are
more vulnerable to being exposed to this virus.
Nothing is more important than protecting their

health and wellbeing.”
This testing strategy
follows extensive efforts
to expand Ontario’s lab
testing capacity, which
helped to quickly eliminate a backlog of approximately 10,000 people
within less than two
weeks. To date, the province has conducted over
94,000 tests.
The province has reestablished
same-day
testing results, which are
now conveniently accessible to patients through
a new user-friendly online portal. This portal
will help ease pressure
on public health units
and frontline workers,
allowing them to focus
their efforts on combating COVID-19. The province is also helping to
significantly expand the
capacity of public health
units to conduct contact
tracing and case man-

agement, both of which
are critical to stopping
the spread of the virus,
by enabling the use of
volunteers, including retired nurses and medical
students.
People who have tested negative for COVID-19
must still follow all precautions, including staying at home except to
pick up essential supplies like groceries and
prescriptions, and keeping at least two-meters
apart from others. While
an individual may receive a negative test at a
given moment in time,
the individual is still able
to contract and spread
the virus.

Quick Facts
• Testing guidelines
have been provided to
health-system partners,
including public health
units, assessment centres, primary care settings and long-term care
homes. Guidelines are
forthcoming for specific
vulnerable populations
and essential workers.
The province will also
provide guidelines to
begin targeted surveillance by sampling populations within northern
towns.

• Ontario will continue
to increase its testing
capacity by leveraging
hospital, community and
research labs.
• The province is
also updating the list
of symptoms related to
COVID-19, including a
hoarse voice, difficulty
swallowing, loss of sense
of smell or taste, diarrhea
or nausea/vomiting. For
seniors, there are additional symptoms including chills, delirium with
no other obvious reason,
falls, acute functional
decline, increased heart
rate and decreased blood
pressure. These updated
symptoms are in addition to difficulty breathing, fever, cough, muscle
aches, fatigue, headache,
sore throat and runny
nose.
• All Ontarians should
stay home unless for essential reasons only,
such as such as accessing health care services,
shopping for groceries,
picking up medication,
walking pets when required, or supporting
vulnerable community
members with meeting
essential needs. If you
must leave your home,
stay at least two meters
apart from others.

$6.$5($/725
BE SAFE, STAY HOME..

Food for thoughtfulness: volunteers from four organizations came together last Wednesday to serve 70 meals to
Prescott residents on low to modest incomes. Sean Lucey, from Windmill Brewery, is shown dishing up a hearty helping of spaghetti with his homemade sauce in the Legion Branch 97 kitchen.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL
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Prescott council discusses summer cancellations, marina restorations
By Conan de Vries
There was talk last
week at a meeting of
council about what
summer events will be
going on and which
ones will have to be
cancelled as a result of
the Coronavirus pandemic.
The meeting took
place via teleconference, and began with
an update by the town’s
CAO and treasurer,
Matthew Armstrong,
on how town operations are proceeding.
The town remains open
and functional, with
all essential services
operating. Anybody in
need of any municipal
service is asked to call
613-925-2812 or email
admin@prescott.ca.
The town’s website
now has a new tab
dedicated to providing
up-to-date
information about the Coronavirus and its effect on
municipal
services.
New signs indicating
how people can protect themselves from
the virus and halt
its spread have been
placed at the east,
west, and northern entrances to town, as well

as in Riverwalk Park
and at the Clock Tower.
All municipal facilities and outdoor
recreational areas are
closed, and the town
is
contacting
local
schools to make sure
they are taking steps to
prevent access to their
playgrounds. Barriers
have also gone up at
the town’s boat ramp
and at the north end
skateboard park.
Staff asked for council direction about how
some town events coming up in May and June
ought to be handled.
There was particular
discussion about the
opening of the Sandra
S. Lawn Marina, which
is scheduled for May
18.
“The marina would
actually need a substantial amount of
work if it was to open,”
said Councillor Lee
McConnell,
who
thought there was no
chance of opening the
marina on schedule in
May.
Given that the town’s
budget has not yet
been passed, council
was asked by the CAO
to consider a proposal
to approve a $50,000

expenditure for muchneeded repairs to the
marina’s
docks,
so
that the facility will be
ready to open when
pandemic restrictions
are lifted.
“This might actually
be a good time to do
some of this work,”
said Armstrong.
The money would be
spent on repairing several of the docks, but
it was also noted that
all the docks will soon
need a major overhaul
or replacement, and
McConnell hoped that
the $50,000 wouldn’t
be wasted on a stopgap
measure. Mayor Brett
Todd agreed.
“Is this a cobbledtogether sort of thing,
or is this $50,000 going
to parlay into a greater
investment that will be
incorporated into what
we’re doing going forward?” asked Todd.
Armstrong assured
council that while the
priority is to make
sure current deficiencies are repaired, it will
be done with an eye
towards future work.
It was also suggested
that future renovations could replace the
old metal structures,

which are now more
than 30 years old, with
modern plastic ones.
“If there is the possibility of switching over
some of the infrastructure, particularly the
steel tubing, to plastic
or some other material,
absolutely we’re going
to take advantage of
that,” said Armstrong.
After the discussion,
council decided to approve the funding request.
There was some
back and forth about
what other town events
ought to be cancelled
or postponed and it
was decided that all
events in May should
be either cancelled or
postponed if possible
but that a decision can
be held off on events
scheduled for June.
“I’m really hoping
that we’re starting to
see a little flattening
of the curve, where the
numbers of new cases
aren’t as high as they
have been,” said Councillor Gauri Shankar.
“I’m hoping we’re going to start getting better here soon.”
Councillor Leanne
Burton agreed with her
colleague.

“I think that for now,
just cancelling the
events in May is a good
idea,” she said. “We
have to have a little bit
of hope that this is going to flatten sooner
rather than later.”
Compliance with social distancing guidelines around town is
generally going well,
but the mayor pointed out that there had
been a few incidents
here and there. In particular, someone tore
down the signs and
caution tape around
Sarah Spencer Park in
the north end of town.
This case, however, has
been resolved.
“I really want to
make sure I thank the
OPP for this as well,”
said
Todd.
“They
picked up immediately
when I asked for some
response.”
Councillor
Mike
Ostrander also noted
that the barriers at the
skate park and boat
ramp were put in place
to prevent people from
ignoring the social
distancing guidelines.
Overall, though, Ostrander is getting some
good feedback from
residents about how

the town is handling
the outbreak.
“There have been
a lot of comments
around
town
that
they’re confident that
we’re doing the right
things and making the
adjustments on the fly
that we need to,” said
Ostrander.
Councillor
Burton
also pointed out the
good job being done at
Walker House and by
its manager. Councillor McConnell agreed.
“I
would
echo
Councillor
Burton’s
comments on Walker
House. Susan Vallom
has been very good at
getting the word out
to the people who go
there.”
Residents
across
town are making many
adjustments to the way
they go about their
day-to-day lives and
most are following the
rules about social distancing and staying
out of groups and gatherings. Most are also
doing it with a smile.
“I’m pretty proud
of our little town, that
everybody is still being
kind to each other and
being pleasant and polite,” said Shankar.

Leeds Grenville businesses need community support for recovery
The
fall-out
of
COVID-19 is hitting the
Leeds Grenville business community hard,
with 63% of businesses
struggling and nearly
12% not sure they will
make it through the
crisis.
Over 470 businesses from the region’s
13 municipalities responded to the Leeds
Grenville-Thousand
Islands and Rideau
Lakes COVID-19 Business Survey launched
by the region’s Business Support Working
Group.
The
survey
took
place from March 30 to

April 3 and respondents
represented the diverse
economy of the region.
The region’s number
of small businesses is
significant and 90% of
those who responded
to the survey were from
operations with 20 or
fewer employees.
“We have strong
entrepreneurial roots in
the region with 30% of
our survey respondents
self-employed. Some of
our businesses feel they
are falling into the federal and provincial program gaps,” says Ann
Weir, Economic Development Manager for
the United Counties of

Leeds and Grenville.
Members of the Business Support Working
Group will be reaching
out to the 175 businesses that have requested
to be contacted over
the next couple of
weeks. Nearly 50% of
survey respondents are
not aware of what programs are available as
they noted the lack of
clarity on some of the
government
messaging.
The Working Group
is composed of members from all 13 municipalities, 7 Chambers of
Commerce, 3 Employment Service Offices,

4 Downtown Business
Improvements Areas,
2 Small Business Enterprise Centres and
3 Community Futures
Development Corporations. The group continues to communicate
on how, as a region, it
can provide the best
assistance possible to
support
businesses
through this crisis.
“Now, more than
ever, our local business
community needs us,”
says Leeds Grenville
Warden Pat Sayeau.
“The Leeds Gren-

ville Mayors are working to ensure the needs
of businesses in rural
Eastern Ontario are
heard as the province
to starts their recovery
plans.”
“Today we can support our essential businesses that are open,
by taking the time to
understand their new
operating procedures,
be patient and give
your encouragement,”
says Warden Sayeau.
As part of the region’s business recovery steps, he suggests

“to start thinking how
you can support others
when they reopen. It’s
going to be a long road
back for business and
they will need everyone’s support for years
to come.”
The Leeds-GrenvilleThousand Islands and
Rideau Lakes Business COVID-19 Survey
Report is available at
www.investleedsgrenville.com/covid19
along with contact information for members
of the Business Support
Working Group.
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How Can I Help?

Not a normal
Easter weekend
It doesn’t feel like Easter actually happened
this year, as it was nowhere close to normal.
This
year,
Easter
weekend also contained
my brother’s 19th birthday. Without the social
distancing, we would
have had a family get
together on his birthday
for food, cake, and gifts,
and I imagine he would
have wanted to go out
and celebrate his arrival
to the ‘age of majority’.
We normally attend at
least two Easter dinners,
sometimes three, filled
with all of our family; so
much laughter and delicious food.
None of that happened this year. Honestly, I continuously forgot that Easter was even
coming up. There were

MY
GENERATION
GE
Kirsha
Hutchcroft

no plans being made,
no trying to decide what
time would work best
and what we should
bring, and so it kind of
slipped my mind until it
was here.
We did a family video
chat for my brother’s
birthday, where we got
to see him open up
some gifts and wish him
a happy birthday, but
we missed out on the
cake and being able to
celebrate in person with
him. There will be another time though, and
we’ll celebrate when we

can.
Even though it didn’t
feel much like Easter, I
decided I would make
something special for
dinner on Sunday as an
Easter meal for Andrew
and myself. I decided
on chicken stew with
dumplings and I was
actually impressed with
how good they turned
out on my first try. All of
this extra time is really
giving me a chance to try
out new recipes.
We enjoyed our Easter dinner, and, like
everyone, we had a quiet
weekend at home. It certainly wasn’t a normal
Easter weekend, but we
still got to talk to family,
enjoy good food and be
safe and healthy. I guess
that’s really all you can
ask for.

Since 2008, I have come
to my computer once a
week to write a column
for the paper, full of our
future plans and sharing
highlights of the previous week’s activities. It’s
becoming obvious that
we won’t be able to plan
big events for the summer with any confidence,
and initially I thought
there wasn’t much for me
to share from last week
either.
I work away sorting through the closets
at home and at Walker
House, and catch up on
piles of paperwork and filing, but that’s boring me
even as I type it, and certainly not something you’d
want to read about!
Then I looked at the
other things that happened last week that may
seem unremarkable at first
glance. I watched faces
light up as we had our first
Zoom meet-ups and we
were able to connect again.

WALKER HOUSE
E

NEWS
Susan Vallom

The week was full of stories
of neighbours checking in
and reaching out and being there for each other.
The unexpected happiness when I’d come across
a familiar face out on my
walks and have a chance
to chat from the other side
of the path. Feeling useful learning how to make
fabric masks and swapping tips and patterns with
others doing the same.
This may be what life looks
like for the coming weeks,
so instead of looking ahead
with worry or frustration,
let’s look around, enjoy
the community we live in,
and count our blessings
instead.
If you are struggling
with things: I’m here.
Please continue to use
Walker House as a place to

turn for help and support.
New services come on
board all the time to help
keep you safely at home,
so call me if you want information about grocery
delivery or to set up a
group chat. My number is
613-925-5300 and email is
walkerhouse@prescott.ca
and I’m happy to help in
any way I can.
I host a Zoom meet
every Tuesday afternoon
at 1:00 p.m. for our craft
group and Wednesday
afternoon at 1:00 p.m.
for our Art Studio group.
I will include the links to
them in my Walker House
News email each Monday.
Sharon has issued the invitation to create an 8x10
piece of art for “show and
tell” this Wednesday, so I’m
looking forward to seeing
what beautiful pieces get
shared and hearing how
everyone made out on our
holiday weekend. Spoiler
alert: for Easter 2020 Chez
Vallom we made nachos!

What’s on in South Grenville

ANNOUNCEMENT
Due to the global COVID-19 pandemic
all events in South Grenville have been
suspended-stay tuned for updates
Offering
Bartending
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Special Events

Kirsha Hutchcroft

Marsden
McLaughlin
Funeral Home

613-802-8532

2065 Dundas, Cardinal, ON
613-657-4848

info@theliquorhutch.ca

www.marsdenmclaughlin.com

SMART SERVE certified

ANY SIZE EVENT!
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613-652-2281
Locally owned & operated
Sophie Cushing B.S.Sc.
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THOUSAND ISLAND
HEARING CENTRE
43 Plaza Drive,
Iroquois, On

Serving your family in
your time of need

 

For All Your
Insurance Needs
mcdougallinsurance.com

SERVING SOUTH GRENVILLE FOR ALMOST 60 YEARS
-Cash for unwanted vehicles
-Great deals on used parts
-Mobile clean up of farm and
industrial scrap metal
VEHICLE AND SCRAP METAL
call or text Joe- 613-657-4857
PARTS REQUESTS
call or text Andrew - 403-404-9129
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2700 Edward St. N., Prescott • 613-925-5665
Open: Mon. - Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat. 9am-2pm;
Sunday Closed

Rotary &
Hammer Drilling

  

270 Edward St. Prescott
613-925-5901

“Your Neighbourhood
Renovation Centre”
New Structures, Repairs & Renovations
Plumbing & Electrical Needs
Tools

613-925-4885

WELL DRILLING
Prescott • Since 1986

www.
splashwelldrilling.ca

Todd or Carl • All Work Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES

Personalized Service
Pump Installations
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Take-out-food safety during COVID-19
From the Leeds, Grenville and Lanark
District Health Unit
Many people are taking advantage of the
decision by restaurants
to offer take-out meals.
Public Health Inspectors
with the Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District
Health Unit have worked
with each restaurant to
ensure they adhere to
safe food handling practices. The Public Health
Inspectors have also suggested ways to minimize
the contact with the

public as people pick up
their food – keeping the
duration of contact to a
minimum, maintaining
a distance of 6 feet, and
washing hands or using
hand sanitizer between
exchanges of food with
the public. People who
pick up food should
wash their hands before
they eat the food.
According to the Public Health Agency of Canada, “there is currently no
evidence to suggest that
food is a likely source or
route of transmission of
the virus and there are

currently no reported
cases of COVID-19 transmission through food.
People are unlikely to be
infected with the virus
through food.” https://
w w w. c a n a d a . c a / e n /
public-health/services/
diseases/2019-novelcoronavirus-infection/prevention-risks.
html?topic=tilelink  
If an employee of a
restaurant has lab confirmed COVID-19, then
the Health Unit will follow up to assess whether
the public was at risk
from contact with this

individual.
The
Health
Unit
has
staff
answering
COVID-19 related questions and concerns for
the public from 8:30 to
4:30 every day at 1-800660-5853 x2499. Public
health inspectors are
also available to discuss
environmental
health
concerns. You can also
get more information
about COVID-19 by visiting
www.healthunit.
org/coronavirus or by
connecting with LGLHealthunit on Facebook
and Twitter.

Channel surfing, soul searching, and
the light at the end of the tunnel
So. You all caught
up on your Netflix series? Your floors might
be looking pretty clean
right now. That’s another pastime. Washing floors. Personally, I
tackled the windows, as
well.
And here we sit.
I feel like I am holed
up while an invisible
swarm of locusts envelop my house just waiting for me to dare to
step outside. This virus
can linger in the air,
it stays active in some
people for five, not two
weeks, and it can stay
active on some surfaces
for about three days,
if all the information
I have read is correct.
If this were a thriller
movie, right about now
is when there would
be a dramatic turning point and the good
guys (that would be us)
start to have an effect in
their fight against the
bad guys (that would
be COVID-19). This is
the point in the movie
when you get a sense
of hope that all is not
lost, even though it sure
looked like it recently.
But this isn’t a movie.
And there is no guaranteed happy ending
here. This is a true life
cliff hanger.
This is a threat to our
species. I don’t think
I am overstating this.
Our interdependency
(as witnessed when
Trump tried to block
N95 masks that had

You’ve
got to be
kidding
William Lower

been bought and paid
for from 3M in the US)
has added to our vulnerability by disrupting
our supply chains due
to
global
illnesses.
When it was apparent there was a critical
shortage of N95 masks,
some jurisdictions like
Ontario and New York
State lamented having lost their manufacturing capabilities to
China.
But mankind will survive. Not that I am any
kind of mystic or seer
who can predict the future. I am basing that
bold claim on history.
The Black Plague wiped
out about one-third of
the world’s population.
But mankind survived.
Mankind survived to
almost
successfully
eradicate one race from
the planet; mankind
survived to go on and
develop the weaponry
capable of total annihilation several times
over. But that is another
story about man. Today, for everyone on the
planet, this is the first
time when it’s not man
who is man’s greatest
enemy, but something
invisible to the eye that
can take your breath
away. All of it.
I don’t know about

NOTICE

you, but hitting the
pause button on life as
we know it does give
one cause to pause and
think of the big picture,
if you’re prone to thinking like that, or perhaps
you just have too much
time on your hands and
strangely out of nowhere a thought about
our existence pops into
mind.
I don’t think contemplating the role the virus
plays in nature (culling
the herd), and our role
as well, is unique to me.
I think a lot of people
are thinking in bigger
picture terms right now
based on the severity of
the situation.
As I think about the
question, I get stumped.
What is our role in nature? Given the way we
treat the planet, it does
make one wonder what
the purpose is of having
a species that destroys
its own habitat. But
there, you see, is where
I am making a mistake.
I am expecting things
to make sense, but the
truth is, the definition

of ‘making sense’ is
something man made
up.
There are too many
dead for all the names
and stories to be told,
although after this is
over, and it will be over,
there will be a flurry of
dramas, documentaries and feature films
focused around the
Coronavirus. We are
living in a very dramatic time in the history of the human race.
But this morning when
I woke up I heard robins and Canada geese
heralding in the day, or
whatever it is they’re
talking about so loudly.
The river looked beautiful as it always does.
Now that the windows
are clean I can choose
another chore for today.
I have adopted the
attitude that there is,
in fact, a tomorrow. We
will get through this
and we will get back
to some form of normal. So what does that
mean? I guess it means
I better do my damn
taxes.

TOWNSHIP OF
EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL

Committee of the Whole
– PW/ES/F
Monday, April 20, 1:00 p.m.
From time to time, the Mayor meets with advisors and
consultants for the municipality. Members of Council are
always welcome to attend these meetings and occasionally
quorum may be present. The public will be notified that the
meetings are planned and any information received will be
reported at regular Council meetings
All meetings are open to the public and are held at the
Township Office in Spencerville unless otherwise noted.
Please check the municipal website for the most current

list of upcoming meetings www.TWPEC.ca

All trash bags must be
firmly tied shut.
Recycling content must be placed
to the curb in a bin. No bags.
www.prescott.ca/garbage
operations@prescott.ca
613-925-2812 ext. 6219

Easy Recycling Tips
All loose cardboard must be bundled
and all cardboard must be no bigger
than 26” X 30”

Township Office – 613 658-3055, Recreation Director 613-349-9491, Public Works-613-657-4606,
Environmental Services- 613-657-3765
www.TWPEC.ca

WASTe ColleCTion
Town of Prescott Compost Site
Located north of Ed Yandeau
Operations Centre (950 Sophia Street)

Hours of Operation: 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday - beginning April 14, 2020
Saturday - beginning April 25, 2020
Subject to change. Subject to restrictions as defined
by the Province of Ontario.
Residential compost waste only. Accepted items include:
• Grass Clippings
• Sods
• Plant Remains
• Wood Chipping
• Branches and Brush
• Leaves
• Organic material (no meat or bones)
Please note, no plastic is permitted to be left behind at the
compost site. Any items contained in plastic must be emptied
by the resident, and the plastic disposed of off-site. Leaves
bagged in plastic and plastic pots are to be emptied by the user,
and then placed back in vehicle before leaving.
Strict social distancing rules will be in place to reduce the
spread of COVID-19. Staff will not help unload compost,
and the number of vehicles entering the site at a time will be
limited. Please have patience if experiencing delays.

Town of Prescott Curbside
Yard Waste Collection
Occurs on the last Wednesday of the month, April-November
(weather dependent; subject to impact by COVID-19). High
volumes can spread curbside collection over several days.
For two years, the use of paper bags for curbside collection
has been encouraged. Effective 2020, yard waste must be
placed to the curbside in paper bags.
Unfortunately plastic bags will no longer be accepted for
curbside pickup at this time.
This will greatly reduce the amount of plastic entering the
compost site, and the hours of staff time cutting and emptying
the bags.
The first scheduled date for curbside pickup is Wednesday,
April 29, 2020. If you have already packaged yard waste in
plastic bags this year, please bring and empty these bags at the
compost site, transfer to paper bags for curbside collection, or
store on your property until able to bring to the compost site at
a later date.
Collection in paper bags ONLY will be strictly enforced
during curbside collection dates in April and May to reduce the
risk of spread of COVID-19 to collection workers. The World
Health Organization suggests the virus has been found to
survive much longer on plastic surfaces than on paper surfaces.
We appreciate your understanding and thank you in advance
for your cooperation.

Town of Prescott Curbside
Brush & Branch Chipping
For curbside brush and branch chipping, residents are asked
to register their address with the Operations Department the
Friday prior to the last week of the month.
The deadline to register for curbside branch or brush chipping
this month is Friday, April 24, 2020.
If you have registered for curbside chipping, please note
that this occurs separately from regular yard waste collection.
Branches to be chipped and leaves in paper bags will be
collected on separate schedules, and by different vehicles.
Branch and brush pieces must be less than 6 inches or 15
centimetres in diameter, and less than 6 feet or 1.8 metres in
length. Please place at curb with cut ends facing street.
operations@prescott.ca
613-925-2812 ext. 6219 www.prescott.ca/waste
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Everything
changes…
Thursday is my day off.
Last week, after watching the morning rain fall on the yard I
had planned to use the day working on long enough to realize
my intentions would need to be reviewed, I decided to catch
up on some overdue writing.
Not the newspaper stuff, but my more personal writing.
I began with a few hours’ work on what I have come to call
my stroke manifesto. It is a chronological recap of my 2018
stroke…kind of a “life after stroke” handbook. By the time I
was satisfied with that effort, I began to think about the fiction
work I have in progress (ironically an end-of-times apocalyptic novel that sees the population of the planet forced into a
reinvention of society).
That was when it hit me.
COVID-19 has not only changed our reality; it will also
change our fantasy.
COVID-19 will change the face of fiction as we know it.
When Hollywood returns, writers will need to find ways to
write the pandemic effects and experience into the story lines.
To keep any sense of realism and relevance, characters from
Sheldon Cooper to Spiderman, right down to the likes of the
reality casts of shows like Pawn Stars and American Pickers
will find it hard to just go back to the way it was without working the realities of the 2020 pandemic into the scripts.
Books?
Same scenario.
It will be challenging to write any fiction novel set in a modern timeframe that does not have characters, or situations,
that have been influenced, affected or altered by the events
of early 2020. It would be paramount to writing a story in the
1940s that didn’t include the impact great depression of one
from the 1950s that didn’t reference the effects of the world
war.
I wonder how many of my fellow writers have already had
to alter their current work of words to accommodate the pandemic that now supersedes the original plots they had laid out
for their fictitious fables?
Yeah, things have changed.
The good news?
Someday, when our grandchildren are off to see the latest
Hollywood blockbuster or raving about the newest best-selling novel on the 2020 pandemic, we will all be able to sit back
and critic how historically accurate they are.
joe
www.joemartelle.com

Letters to the Editor welcome
Email: joe@evansprinting.ca
or Fax: 613-925-3472

Conquering the custard
I consider myself to be a fairly advanced
I miss my family. It was especially difficult
this past weekend. As I’m sure was the case cook and baker, and both are favourite hobfor most of us, celebrating Easter without all bies. A new recipe or idea usually has me
of the ones we hold nearest and dearest was brimming with excitement. There were two
problems keeping me from
hard.
that excitement when it came
This weekend hit me doubly hard, as it also marked my
PUBLISHER’S to these two dishes in particu1) I had never tasted, or
only brother Silas’ nineteenth
PEN lar.
even laid eyes upon either or
birthday. No matter what else
the dishes, and 2) half the inhas been going on, or where I
Kate
gredients and measurements
found myself along my jourMartelle
don’t exist in Canada.
ney, one thing was certain: I
Still, we hunkered down
would see my baby brother on
in our kitchen and got to it.
April 11.
My family decided (as are many in this new After multiple substitutions, calculations,
age) to get ‘together’ via FaceTime to celebrate and a last-minute decision that saved us from
his birthday and catch up. We sang Happy having sponge soup instead of sponge pudBirthday and chatted about things, both the ding, the dinner ended up exactly how we enimportant and the mundane. It was a breath visioned. I’ve been told they are both the ‘best
of fresh air in the midst of the current state of he’s ever had’, although my aforementioned
affairs, and a great lesson on remembering to lack of knowledge of the dishes partnered with
be grateful for what we do have and what we the fact that Michael wants me to continue
cooking for him could possibly make a case for
are able to do.
Sunday broke early and I awoke with a bit an argument there. But I’ll take it.
It’s hard right now. We miss those we love.
of extra time and a lot of pent-up energy. My
fiancé Michael, who moved here from Eng- But we will get through this and be together
land five years ago, has been requesting two again. And while we do, don’t forget to enjoy
specific dishes for the last few years: steak and what you have, take time to be happy, and
mushroom pie, and sponge pudding with cus- make some new treasured memories.
See you soon South Grenville,
tard for dessert. I decided Easter 2020 would
Kate
be the day I finally jumped in.
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So another week rolls by with the now inKate is in complete isolation at the mocreasingly familiar social restrictions.
ment, so they only time she gets out of the
What’s amazed me most recently is how house is when we go for a drive. These drives
people have adapted to this new normal. can last for 30 minutes to a couple of hours.
Decorating sidewalks and fences to wish More often than not, the radio is off and we
passersby a ‘Happy Easter!’ was
talk. We chat about life, the future,
the most noticeable change over
and anything else that comes
the weekend.
into our heads. Coupled with the
THAT beauty of this country, it is definDrive-by horn-honking for
BRITISH GUY
B
birthdays is another excellent
itely a habit we will continue.
idea and forming tradition; one
I can’t change how this virus is
MIKE
that I hope remains commonrestricting us. I can control how I
EVANS
place for years to come.
decide to deal with it. My glass is
I think after the initial shock
without a doubt, half full.
******
and people coming to terms with the serious1.
Kate and I often battle to get our
ness of the situation, many started to look at
what they could do to make life better –not columns written first – we live together so
just their own, but the lives of those in their share many of the same experiences. I will
confirm that her homemade sponge pudcommunities.
It’s been incredible and heartwarming to ding and custard would have made my Nan
see how many people are giving their time to proud.
2.
If after normal service resumes, you
help, inspire, and cheer up others locally.
We have had to adapt, but this adapta- don’t have a new found respect for all retail
tion has given me a new appreciation of the workers, then I would suggest you should
have paid more attention.
things in life that are too easily forgotten.
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Easter hops through the Fort Town, food bank drive coming Saturday
Stay home.
Yep, still got nothing
new. As we enter the
umpteenth week of the
COVID-19 crisis, staying at home to flatten
the curve and protect
public health remains
the primary goal of us
all. It may be spring
outside, but it seems
a whole lot more like
Groundhog Day in our
homes, with every one
of us subbing in for Bill
Murray.
Easter
weekend
passed fairly quietly in
Prescott. Sadly, this was
an awfully unnatural
Easter, with no offline
church services and no
oversized bunny hopping into the Prescott
Legion for the annual
Easter Fun Day. Thanks
to Candy Alexander
and her amazing team
at the Legion for trying their best here and
reaching out to me to
explore potential options, but there was
nothing that could be

done to maintain social distancing and still
hold this great family
event. It will be back in
2021, better than ever.
With that said, we
didn’t make it through
the weekend without some noteworthy
issues. A couple of local people who really
should have known
better caused significant problems due to
their opposition to the
current provincial restrictions on a certain
type of public event.
While I understood
their frustrations, the
law is the law. We all
need to do our part
to follow it and protect public health at a
time when C-19 is killing vulnerable people
across Canada, particularly in long-term
care facilities.

Thankfully, this was
resolved. I have to
greatly credit our community partners with
the OPP, the Leeds,
Grenville, and Lanark
Health Unit, and our
own bylaw officers for
all that they did both
here and elsewhere in
town over the weekend.
Their work and dedication helped get us
through some difficult
moments, and I personally have to thank
them all for having
my back as we stood
together to resolve this
situation
effectively
and professionally.
We did see a small
spree of vandalism
along the waterfront
overnight on Thursday, however. Some
light posts were damaged, the plaque on the
newly dedicated bell in
front of Prescott Place
was stolen, and a mature tree was cut down
in the Kinsmen Amphitheatre. We are ask-

ing that anyone who
may have heard or witnessed anything that
night to please contact
the OPP.
I also really have
to wonder at the destruction of the tree.
While the other damage could have just
been the usual sort of
vandalism that sadly
happens occasionally
everywhere,
cutting
down that tree took real
effort. It seems more
like some kind of statement, especially given
other acts to remove
caution tape around
recreational facilities
and steal signs warning
of C-19 restrictions.
If so, that is particularly disappointing, because we are all in this
fight together. Acts of
protest will accomplish
nothing in the end but
cause senseless damage and waste the valuable OPP and bylaw
resources needed to
watch these facilities

more closely. The tree
will be replaced. And
when we find out who
did this, you will be
charged.
Finally, speaking of
helping others, a group
of phenomenal local
citizens from across
Prescott, Augusta, and
Edwardsburgh Cardinal have come together
to organize a drive for
the South Grenville
Food For All Food Bank
this coming Saturday,
April 18th.
Locations across the
three municipalities –
including the fire halls
in Prescott, Cardinal,
Maitland, and North
Augusta, and key spots
like the O’Reilly’s Your
Independent Grocer’s
parking lot – will be
open to accept donations from 11AM-2PM.
Full details can be
found online, including the drop-off locations and a list of items
that the food bank is
particularly in need of

sourcing right now.
Please note that this
will not be any sort of
social occasion. Volunteers will be present at
each location to accept
your donations and
load them for delivering to Kriska (where
they will be held for
safety precautions for
72 hours), but we ask
that people simply
drive up and drop off
their items. Social distancing is still a priority, remember, so take
precautions as you
support our food bank
at a time when demand
is so high.
While the volunteers
who are organizing this
food drive are doing
so anonymously, we
all owe them a debt of
gratitude for coming
forward at this time.
Working together like
this and looking out
for one another is how
we are going to emerge
from the C-19 crisis
stronger than ever.

Update on COVID-19 measures in Edwardsburgh Cardinal
My last column outlined the legislation and
the process required to
be followed before a local
municipality (township)
or an upper tier government (county/region) can
declare a state of emergency. As the previous
column pointed out, the
legislation was originally
enacted following a number of large-scale events
(the ice-storm, a forest
fire, terrorist bombing-911
New York, major highway
accident, etc.) which have
the potential to over-run
the resources of the local
municipality. The “head of
council” was given the responsibility and the power
to declare a state of emergency which is designed to
alert the province that lo-

cal resources (equipment,
manpower, finances, etc.)
are at the point of exhaustion and that immediate
help is required. The Provincial Emergency Operations Centre is staffed
24/7 all year long.
The legislation also
anticipated that at some
time a provincial wide
disease might cause the
premier or the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario to
declare a provincial emergency, thus enabling the
premier and the cabinet
to issue specific orders applicable to all citizens of

the province. The premier
declared the provincewide state of emergency
on March 17, and to date
some twenty-two orders
in council have been
issued.
Across Ontario, most local municipalities activated their Municipal Emergency Control Groups
(MECGs) at their Municipal Emergency Operations Centres (MEOCs)
and began the process of
reacting to the provincial
emergency. The Township
of Edwardsburgh Cardinal activated the MECG
on March 13, even before
the provincial declaration,
and thus far we have introduced 20 changes to municipal operations to protect our staff and comply

with the provincial orders
so that we can continue
to provide basic services
in a modified way. Consider the consequences
if our only payroll clerk
becomes sick, or if two or
three of our sewer/water
plant operators become
exposed to COVID-19 and
are prevented from working.
Similar mitigating steps
have been taken at the
United Counties of Leeds
and Grenville, but on Wednesday April 8 the Warden
of the United Counties
declared a county-wide
state of emergency; not
because there was any
shortage of resources at
that time, but because a
number of county municipalities, that had

already declared their
own state of emergency,
needed county support
to reinforce the message
that all boat launches
and marinas were closed,
and that the folks who
would normally come to
their cottages on the long
weekend should stay safe
and stay at home, lest the
influx of large numbers
“from away” overrun the
local stores and health
care system. Problems
were already beginning
to appear in at least three
small villages, where the
locals were alarmed at the
fact that incoming visitors
were failing to observe
physical distancing of six
feet on the streets and in
the stores.
That particular situa-

tion does not appear to be
happening in Edwardsburgh Cardinal, and all
reports from councillors
and members of the Municipal Emergency Control Group as of last Thursday’s meeting indicate
that the township should
be able to continue modified operations and that
no stronger messaging
appears necessary at this
time. This past weekend
has been very quiet with
very little traffic on township and county roads. It
certainly appears that our
residents understand the
importance of staying at
home, except for necessities, and when venturing
out…safe distancing with
six feet of separation is the
order of the day.

The battle against COVID-19 grinds on: part 2
In last week’s South
Grenville
Journal,
I
wrote, “the battle against
COVID-19 grinds on with
increasing pressure on
everyone to stay home to
avoid anyone giving this
virus an opportunity to
spread and potentially
take another life.”
I was tempted to comment in the article that
people in the area increasingly appear to be taking
social distancing and selfisolation seriously. However, events this Easter
weekend would have belied that belief. According
to reliable sources, there
were several sightings of
people gathering in close
proximity on home decks
and porches, in parks, and
on a closed golf course.
This public dismissal of
the requirement for social

distancing and self-isolation causes me to wonder
if these folks are in denial
or disbelief of the known
facts that COVID 19 constitutes an extremely contagious virus, and that
it poses a serious risk of
death to anyone who exposed to it. Or perhaps
they are gambling that
none of the people close
to them this Easter weekend had unknowingly
been exposed to someone
who has COVID 19 without showing symptoms, or
been exposed to a COVID
19 carrier without even
knowing it.
What is outrageous with

either possibility is that it
not only puts their life at
risk, but puts the lives of
the whole community at
risk. For those who will
not be persuaded by the
health argument, I put it to
you that the near complete
shutdown of the Canadian
economy to prevent the
widespread transmission
of COVID 19 has put the
economic viability of the
country, this province, and
this municipality immediately at risk.
Think of all the shuttered businesses and out
of work people in our
community
wondering
if they’ll still have a business or job when it ends.
Reason suggests that the
longer people ignore social
distancing, self-isolation
and the other precautionary strategies advised by

health experts, the longer
COVID 19 will remain a
risk, the longer businesses will remain shuttered,
and the greater will be
the ultimate and certain
financial impact on you,
members of your family,
friends and community.
Please,wake up and smell
the coffee and get with it!
Getting our country back
to work again with the
least impact on people’s
health, safety and wellbeing necessitates everyone
being a player and that includes you!
The Augusta Municipal
Emergency Control Group
(MECG) met last Friday,
April 10 and subsequently
approved Augusta Township’s St. Lawrence River
flooding action plan. The
plan will be communicated by letter to Augusta

Township residents on
County Road 2 who are
potentially at risk of flooding. Augusta Township’s
2020 action plan (if needed) is very similar to our
actions in 2017 and 2019,
including helping (subject
to available resources) to
protect the residences of
residents unable to carry
out prevention and mitigation measure themselves.
The assistance may include the setup of pumps
(portable and electric) but
not the operation of those
pumps, the filling, transport and placement of
sandbags. Sandbags will
be provided while quantities last at cost (currently
set at and they can be ordered at 613-925-4231 x100
Monday to Friday between
8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Pickup is at Fire Station #1

in Maitland the next day
and invoices for the sandbags will be mailed. Residents are responsible for
filling sandbags (please
bring your own shovels) or
for making arrangements
to have bags filled, transported and placed on their
property.
Remember to maintain
a distance of two meters
or six feet when filling,
transporting and placing
sandbags.
Information
on filling and placing of
sandbags can be obtained
on the internet or on the
township’s website under
Emergency Preparedness
or by calling the office for
information that will be
mailed to you. Sand will
be available at the Fire Station #1 in Maitland on a
self-serve basis starting on
April 10.
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Hardware store a vital member of rural community
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
SPENCERVILLE
Curbside service is no
big deal - according to
staff at Spencerville’s
Home Hardware Store
on County Road 21. It’s
just a new way to make
sure shoppers are taken
care of.
Owner
Mike
MacNaughtan
says
he doesn’t mind “reinventing the wheel”.
His love for this community means he will
do whatever he has to
when it comes to his
customers. Running on
a skeleton crew while
trying to handle a busy
holiday weekend didn’t
seem to phase him.
“As of last January,
we’ve been here for 25
years,” he says, “This is
more than just a hardware store - it’s a place
where shoppers become friends with us
and with each other.”
As of two weeks ago,
it also became a place
where people line up
outside at six-foot intervals and enter the store
one at a time. Just inside
the vestibule, there is a
table blocking the inner
doorway. But there is
still a smile waiting for
each shopper.
Unlike the big box
stores in urban areas,
no one here has to
check and see if your
items are in stock. No
scanners are used to
check with the warehouse - just dedicated
staff who know from

memory how many of
each item they have,
where it’s kept, and the
exact price.
“We are more like
a general store,” says
MacNaughtan, “and I
don’t think that will ever
change, no matter what
disasters or diseases we
endure. People in the
rural area may not want
to drive into the bigger
towns to find something, so they check
here first.”
During this past Saturday afternoon’s preEaster rush, bags were
going out the door containing everything from
barbecue brushes, to
potting soil, to sidewalk
chalk for the kids. The
season is ramping up
for gardening supplies
and seed sales, and
there are always hand
tools, cleaners, paints,
and nuts and bolts to
supply.
During
one
20-minute
interval,
eight shoppers were
lined up outside and
all were in good spirits. Calling out to each
other
from
behind
masks, staying six feet
apart they patiently
waited their turn. Jokes
were even made about
getting a longer-thannormal chance to check
out the wheelbarrows
and bags of peat moss.
“Usually this is part
of my rushing around
on
Saturdays.
Now
I have to slow down
and it gives me the

New rules not curbing business: Spencerville Home Hardware employee Jason MacNaughtan stands next to his dad,
owner Mike MacNaughtan, at the now-cordoned off entrance to the store. Staff member Vicki Peters stands behind to ring
up curb-side sales while answering the phone and computer.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

chance to really appreciate everything they
have outside,” said one
mother with two young
children in tow.
MacNaughtan
and
staff are staying positive
about the future. While
they admit this pan-

demic has been devastating for people, they
continue to fight their
own fears by coming in
to work. Actually, they
are finding themselves
more involved with the
customer than usual.
With orders coming in

simultaneously through
email, text, phone, and
in person, someone is
constantly answering
something.
“We consider ourselves an essential service in many ways,”
he says. “I’m proud of

the way the staff has
stepped up and are
making a personal contact with each customer.
We are answering their
needs for service while
keeping them safe, and
while letting them know
we care,” he says.

Unsung heroes proud to work at Augusta transfer stations
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
NORTH
AUGUSTA - Vehicles may be
limited to six at one
time, but both Augusta
transfer stations are
still in business during
this pandemic.
“Recently our weekdays have seemed more
like Saturdays when it
comes to being busy,”
says Karen Jones, an
employee who alternates between both
township transfer stations, the other being
located in Maynard.
It seems clear to her
that with more people
forced to stay at home,
they are using their
time productively to
clean out their homes,
garages and property.
Employees have seen
a big upswing in the
amount of brush being
brought to the dumps.
“People need something to do and we’ve
had a few days where
the weather cooperated beautifully for raking or cleaning out the
garage,” says Jones.
Even though it is still
business as usual, there

are some new rules
put in place since the
arrival of COVID-19.
Only six vehicles are allowed on site at once.
Even those must park
well away from each
other. No construction
materials are being accepted because there
is a fee for that and the
employees are not accepting money right
now.
They aren’t set up for
Interac or credit card
and there is no facility
to wash any cash.
“People have been
really good about all
this with almost no
complaints. But a lot of
people bring their dogs
along for the ride to the
dump and the pets are
noticing that we can’t
hand out treats anymore,” says Jones.
One thing that hasn’t
changed is the employees’ senses of humour.
Easter
decorations
were strung along the
gates and the personnel shed last Saturday
and a cheerful Easter
basket hung from the
main sign. Employ-

ees at both sites enjoy
decorating for all holidays as they crop up
through the year. Usually there is even music
piped over the site from
a hidden radio.
“We are really trying
to keep people’s spirits up. We have always
considered ourselves
an essential service and especially now,”
says Jones.
“What would happen if we weren’t here
and all this garbage was
building up in garages
or backyards? It would
be a breeding ground
for bacteria and disease. Here we can look
after it properly and do
our part to keep everyone safe. I’m proud of
that,” she says.

End of line workers still
on the job: Cindy Purcell,
an employee at Maynard’s
Transfer Station #2 in
North Augusta, is still hard
at work sorting recycling
which might otherwise
be building up in garages,
yards and ditches.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL
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Planning a project car
Not everyone works on
cars because of money,
or out of necessity, some
people enjoy tinkering and
working with their hands.
It is very gratifying to turn
the key and step on the
gas, and know that you are
being propelled down the
road thanks to your own
abilities as a mechanic.
But for every classic or enthusiast car you see being
driven, there are likely two
of them sitting in garages
and driveways that are
only ever going to turn a
wheel again when hooked
to the back of a tow truck.
Let’s take a look at how
to keep your project car
from being one of those
rolling scrap heaps.
• Start with a reasonable

plan - If you have never
turned a wrench before,
don’t know how to weld,
and can’t even paint a
bathroom without getting
drips and runs, you have
to face the fact that you
are not likely to produce a
professional looking show
car in your garage. But,
that is okay! Half of the fun
and reward is in learning
new things as you go
• Have a realistic timeframe - If you have been
watching car restoration
TV shows, they all seem
to involve restoring a rust
bucket to a show car in
just seven days, all with an
eye on the budget. It may
be called “reality TV”, this
is far from reality. A week
isn’t even enough time to

properly paint a car and
rub it out, let alone fix rust
and dings, and rejuvenate
the chassis and running
gear.
• Budget accurately
- Much like when shopping for a house, you want
to buy the best example
you can find, even when
looking at “fixer-uppers”.
If your budget to build a
BMW 325 track day car involves finding all the parts
and the car itself at way
below the average price,
you probably can’t afford to finish that project.
When planning your project, before you even buy
the vehicle, look up what
the parts you are going to
need will cost, and make a
list. Often times when you

add it all up, you’ll find the
initial cost of the car is not
all that relevant to the final
cost of the project.
• Keep the horse before the cart - It can be
tempting to jump in with
both feet and make a
significant change, like
wheels and tires, right off

the bat. But you are better off with four old, bald
tires (as long as they hold
air), than sinking money
into tires that are going to
be trash due to dry rot or
flat spots by the time you
finish. Start with the most
important things, like a
running motor, a shift-

ing transmission, brakes
that work, suspension that
handles predictably, and
reliability before dropping
thousands on a paint job,
upholstery, or fancy rims
and tires. You may need
that money if you hit a
snag, like a cracked engine
block.

Oil Change

with
Multi-Point
Vehicle
health
insPection*

$89.95

*includes brake
inspection & tire rotation
101 Development Drive

(Just north of the 401 exit in Prescott)

613-925-5941• 1-800-924-9410
www.riversideofprescott.com

SHOW US YOUR RIDE!!
Be it a flawlessly restored classic, a rusty wreck lost in the woods or
your daily ride to work, we want to see your summer wheels!

This Week’s Ride

www.boneyard.ca

This is Ethan Sands and his 1953
Chevy 210. Ethan and his dad are
building it as a 60s era gasser drag
car. A solid-lifter 283 cubic inch
Chevy engine will be providing
the power for a 4 speed and 4.11
gears in a 57 Chevy rear axle.

Going old school!

613-657-4857

With the season drawing near,
the South Grenville Journal
welcomes readers to send in
a photo of their summer ride.
Send your ride photos to joe@
evansprinting.ca.

Cash for scrap Vehicles
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Prescott talks turn to trash

By Conan de Vries
Town staff and Prescott’s elected leaders got
together last week by teleconference for a meeting
of council, and most of
the discussion centreed
around waste management.
The town’s CAO and
treasurer, Matthew Armstrong, reported that Prescott’s waste management
contractor, Limerick Environmental, has instituted some policy changes to
make sure garbage pickup
remains safe.
There are to be no
loose materials put out at
the curb, but all garbage
must be tied up securely
in a plastic bag. There
will be no roadside sorting of recyclables either,
so items in the recyclable
bins must not be placed
in bags.
Armstrong
noted
that these are actually
the existing guidelines
for garbage collection
but that they will now
be more stringently observed at curbside. The
CAO also noted that the
town has enough municipal garbage bags for
several months. Some of
the stores at which they’re
sold, however, have been
closed down, though
Mayor Brett Todd pointed

out that municipal garbage bags can be added
onto grocery pre-orders at
O’Reilly’s Your Independent Grocer.
The mayor also wondered if it might be advisable to waive the requirement that people
purchase municipal garbage bags for the duration
of the pandemic lockdown, since many residents are experiencing
economic hardships and
ought not be going out
to stores just to buy garbage bags anyway. This
plan would cost the town
$13,000 a month. However, there was little discussion of the idea and no
support to proceed with
it.
Councillor
Teresa
Jansman, however, suggested donating bags to
the South Grenville Food
Bank so that one garbage
bag could be included
free of charge in each of
the grocery baskets they
hand out to clients.
“That wouldn’t cost us
a whole lot and it’s a nice
gesture,” said Jansman.
Councillor Lee McConnell concurred, noting that while the town’s
proposed
zero-percent
property increase would
give homeowners a helping hand, Jansman’s proposal would also reach

renters and those in need
in the community.
“I think it’s a good
idea, and I’m glad Teresa
thought of it,” he said.
Jansman’s
proposal
was approved.
There was also a great
deal of discussion about
garbage pickup and compost disposal. Armstrong
noted that the compost
site will be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. starting this week and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Only residential
compost will be accepted
at these times. Staff are
still working on a plan for
commercial disposal.
The town is also putting in place a green initiative that would require
that all compost and yard
waste be placed in paper
bags, not plastic. This,
says the CAO, is also a
health and safety issue.
Plastic bags require extra
handling by town staff,
who must empty the bags
at the compost site and
then dispose of the bags,
whereas paper bags don’t
require such steps.
The plan was to restrict
curbside compost pickup
to paper bags only, not
plastic. Residents, however, could still bring plastic compost bags to the
site, where they would

FROM THE OFFICE OF

DR. KIM HANSEN AND
DR. LANCE MCINTOSH

Total Family Dentistry

TO ALL OF OUR PATIENTS
Following the recommendations from the Government of Ontario
and The Royal College of Dental Surgeons of Ontario, our office
remains closed until further notice. The safety of our staff and
our patients is our top priority, and we want to help to reduce
the spread of COVID-19 in our community. If you have a dental
emergency please call the office and leave a message, as we are
monitoring messages regularly.

If you have an appointment with us during the month of April,
please assume that your appointment will be rescheduled.
We will do our best to contact all patients with more information
as it becomes available.

Thank you for your patience and understanding
during this unprecedented time.

613-925-3428

197 Water St. Suite 304, Prescott

be required to empty the
bags themselves and take
the plastic bag away with
them.
“We’re just looking
at the safety of our staff
and contractors that pick
up the garbage and recycling,” said Councillor
Leanne Burton.
Those who bring their
compost to the site themselves will be asked for
their name and address,
their vehicle plate number and details about
what they’re bringing in.
There will also be two attendants at the site, one
at the gate to take the information and to limit the
number of cars at the site
at any one time, and another inside the site to direct traffic. The attendants
are required not only to
ensure compliance with
social distancing requirements but also to make
sure only compostable
material gets into the site,
which has been an issue in
the past, said Armstrong.
The date proposed by

staff for curbside compost
pickup was April 29.
It was pointed out,
however, that there are
great many residents
who already have plastic
bags full of compost sitting at the end of their
driveways waiting to be
picked up. Councillor Lee
McConnell took note of
just how many there were
while on his walks around
town.
“What I saw was, I
would estimate, several
thousand plastic bags in
town and, at the most, a
couple hundred paper
bags with leaves in them,”
said McConnell.
The councillor also
noted that since plastic
compost bags tend to
come in large packages,
most residents probably
have a great many of them
left over, and shouldn’t be
forced to go out to a store
to pick up replacement
paper bags.
“When we don’t want
people going out shopping in the stores, you

would expect them to use
what they have, rather
than endanger themselves to buy new,” said
the councillor. “I think the
responsible thing to do is
pick up the plastic now
but emphasize going forward that it’s paper.”
It was decided that for
the first pickup only, both
paper and plastic would
be accepted. However,
Councillor Gauri Shankar
pointed out that the proposed pickup date of April
29 was still some time
away.
“It we get some hot
weather, those bags are
going to be disgusting,”
he said.
The mayor agreed,
noting that thousands of
bags of yard waste left to
ferment in the sun, might
even constitute a health
issue. Council and town
staff decided to reschedule the compost pickup
date and will work on
figuring out when it can
be done sooner rather
than later.
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Nation Masonic Lodge celebrates a century
By Conan de Vries
Back in the fall, there
was a special event held
at the Nation Masonic
Lodge in Spencerville to
mark an equally special
anniversary.
“It was a moving ceremony,” says Jack Smith,
the Lodge’s current secretary and a fifth, possibly
sixth, generation Free
Mason.
The Lodge’s members
had been wearing silver
regalia as part of their official vestments, but back
in September, members
were privileged to take
part in a transition ceremony to acknowledge the
100-year anniversary of
the Lodge and to replace
the silver regalia with
gold.
“We’re proud of our
lodge, that we’ve survived
100 years,” says John
Hunter, the current leader, called the Worshipful
Master, of the Nation Masonic Lodge.
With no Lodge in
Spencerville,
Masons
who lived in the area
once had to travel all the
way into Prescott to attend the Central Lodge,
which doesn’t sound like
that great an ordeal, but
100 years ago, the main
mode of transport was
horse and buggy. Traveling in the summertime
wasn’t too bad, but once
the snow began piling up,
the trip into Prescott became more onerous.
“It was hard to get
into Prescott and to get
home,” says Lyle Henderson, a long-time member

of the Nation Masonic
Lodge.
Sometimes, the roads
were impassable, and on
more than one occasion,
local Masons were forced
to pilfer a handcar from
the CPR railway station
in Spencerville and pump
their way to Prescott and
back along the tracks. It
helped that the station
master in town was also a
Mason.
Finally, a petition was
sent to the Grand Lodge
in Toronto to ask permission to create a new
Lodge in Spencerville.
The first meeting of Nation Lodge 556, so numbered because it was at
the time the 556th Lodge
to be formed in Ontario,
took place in September
of 1919 and was held at
Workman Hall on South
Street. Many of the names
that grace the Lodge’s
founding documents are
still prominent in the village and the surrounding
area.
In 1920, Nation Lodge
moved into its new home,
a stately, two-story building on Spencerville’s
main street, where its
members still meet to this
day. It was the members
themselves who built the
Lodge, with wood cut
from a nearby property
owned by the Drummond
family and cut into timber at the Hogan sawmill,
which was located where
the Home Hardware now
stands.
Meetings take place
upstairs in a room befitting the remarkable history of the organization.
Those who attend must

be dressed smartly in suit
and tie, and higher-level
officials must be in formal attire. The Lodge is
furnished with all sorts of
reminders of just how old
Free Masonry is. There is
a magnificent centuryold woolen carpet in the
main chambers, and on
display in the lobby is a
sword that was used in
the Zulu War in the late
19th century.
“We have a long history,” says Henderson.
The origins of Free
Masonry can be traced
back about 300 years.
Stone masons working
on the grand cathedrals
and other architectural
wonders in England,
who were already joined
together as members of
trade guilds, developed
an even greater bond, a
kinship, that eventually
evolved into a more formal brotherhood. In time,
the requirement that
members be practicing
tradesmen was dropped,
and in fact almost all
current members, not
being stonemasons, are
considered speculative
members, but the fraternity amongst members
remains as strong as it
was three centuries ago.
Any man aged 21 or
older is eligible to join
but he must be a man of
faith. Exactly what faith
doesn’t matter to the
Masonic Lodge, which is
non-denominational and
counts among its members those of practically
all faiths and religious
traditions.
“We don’t tell anybody
what to believe,” says

Henderson.
Back in the early 1960s,
the first Jewish member
to rise to the position of
District Deputy Grand
Master, which oversaw all
19 of the Lodges in this
region, was a member
of the Nation Masonic
Lodge in Spencerville. In
all Lodges, talk of either
religion or politics is discouraged at meetings, for
such talk can sometimes
give rise to hard feelings
between members and
undercut the fraternity
that exists between all
members.
“You’ll never hear an
argument in a Masonic
Lodge,” says Hunter.
It is this cordiality and
solidarity that makes
membership in the Masonic Lodge so appealing to so many people,
although these are not
the qualities that some
people associate with
Free Masonry.
“There are a lot of
websites out there that
give out lots of inaccurate
information,” says Smith.
Free Masonry has
been the subject of much
conjecture and suspicion over the years, and
the depiction of the order in novels and movies
doesn’t often help much.
“We’re just a body of
men who want to do
good in the world,” says
Hunter.
The founding mission
of the organization has
long been to make good
men better and to inspire
members to make a positive contribution to the
lives of their fellow citizens.

“We encourage our
members to get out into
the community and do
things,” says Henderson.
“Hopefully, the public
will form a good opinion
of our members.”
That doesn’t mean the
Masonic Lodge is an open
book. Like many other
clubs or service organizations, there are rituals
and protocols to which
only members are privy,
but apart from this, the
Masons are quite public
about what they do and
what they’re all about.
“We’re not a secret society,” says Hunter. “We’re
out in the open.”
Of course, most people
have seen on movies or
read in books that there
are hand signals known
only to Masons that they
use to communicate with
one another, but this is
generally just a way of
identifying other Masons
and a way one can prove
he does actually belong
to the organization. The
Masons have long been
dedicated to the health
and well-being of its
members and are eager to
offer support and assistance to any fellow Mason
who may be in need.
“It’s always been a very
supportive organization,”
says Hunter.
There are currently
45 members of Spencerville’s Nation Masonic
Lodge, and they do as
much as they can to give
back to the community.
The Nation Lodge even
made a significant contribution to the public fundraising campaign for the
construction of Cardinal’s

Ingredion Center, and it
also supports the charitable efforts of the Grand
Lodge, which founded
a program called Hearing for Every Living Person, the mission of which
was to promote cochlear
implantation and assist
people who would benefit from it. The program
was run in concert with
Sunnybrook Hospital and
CHEO and was eventually
taken over by the provincial government.
The Grand Lodge also
supports MADD to combat impaired driving and
worked with the OPP
and the RCMP on a child
identification
program
to assist police in locating missing children.
From its inception, the
Masons have also made
sure to support their own
families in times of need,
and all Lodges maintain a
generous widows and orphans fund.
It has been and remains
the
founding
principle of the Masonic
Lodge not only to promote strong bonds between members but to
encourage all Masons to
contribute as much as
they can to society.
“The
purpose
of
the Masons is to make
a good man a better
man,” says Hunter.
The names will be
different, of course, but
100 years from now, the
members of the Nation
Masonic Lodge may
well be taking part in
another transition ceremony to recognize yet
another historic milestone.

Innovative financial action helping veterans across Canada
By Veronica Burchell
In an unprecedented
move, the national headquarters of the Royal
Canadian Legion is offering financial aid to
local Legion branches
through two COVID-era
programs.
Canadian Dominion
Command made a landmark decision on April
3 to release funds from
their national reserves
in order to provide what
they are calling “Branch
Emergency
Funds”.
Given in the form of
non-repayable
grants,
this money is coming
from General Account
reserves and not Poppy
Funds, which under law
cannot be used for individual Legion operations.
In a move aimed at
helping Legions stay financially stable, each
will receive back a percentage of the membership tax they pay to
Command, plus a separate grant starting at
$1,000.

Both funding streams
may enable individual
branches to stay ahead
of their bills while closed
due to COVID -19 regulations regarding essential
services.
“Despite the current
challenges, our incredible members are (still)
doing volunteer work,”
says Dominion President
Thomas D. Irvine. “Our
communities need them
and we want to do everything we can to help
others.”
These new funds will
be managed through
provincial/territorial
commands through the
zones set up throughout
each province. Legion
structure starts with an
individual branch such
as Prescott’s Fort Wellington Branch 97. The
ladder of governance
goes from there to Zone,
District and then Provincial Commands.
This structure is the
same in all provinces
and territories and each
provincial level answers
to
Dominion
Com-

mand. Individual Legion branches can create
their own by-laws but are
ultimately responsible to
this Canada-wide, or Dominion, command.
The Legion has over
1,300 branches across
the country,
“This will definitely
help the smaller branches,” says John Martineau,
long-time member of the
Prescott branch and current Deputy Zone Commander. “Many of them

were finding it hard to
stay afloat long before
COVID-19 closed their
doors to the public.”
The main priority of
all Legion branches is assisting veterans. Funds
for that and branch
operations are realized
through bar sales, hall
rentals and fundraising
events. Many branches
in rural areas have had to
rely on creative fundraisers to stay open and provide a safe, entertaining

venue for veterans and
their families.
Legions across the
country are also mandated to provide assistance to other community services and charities.
To that end, rules have
changed in the past 20
years to allow any member of the public to apply
for membership.
Founded in 1925, following the First World
War, they are the country’s largest Veteran’s

support
organization.
Membership in Prescott
once came close to 600;
last year’s count was
down to approximately
200.
Both new forms of
emergency funding will
be allotted according to
membership numbers.
Locally, this will provide
aid to branches in Prescott, Spencerville, Cardinal, Iroquois, and nine
other branches in this
zone.
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Village restaurant reinventing business one day at a time
By Veronica Burchell
SPENCERVILLE
When life hands you
lemons, you are supposed to do the positive
thing and make lemonade. No one is doing a
better job of that right
now than Gina Vacchio
of Little Sisterz Restaurant.
This
enterprising
chef with a 38-year
background in hospitality found herself in
a COVID-driven dilemma: open here for only
two years and suddenly
forced to stop serving
clients. She spent several sleepless nights
before coming up with
a unique solution.
“We are calling them
care packages. It’s more
than just takeout - it’s
a touch of us for your
home,” says Vacchio.
The new menu, in flyer
form, includes a combination of fresh and
packaged ingredients.
You can pick up the
care package or have
it delivered and create
Vacchio’s unique Italian dinners in your own
kitchen.
“Truthfully I was
having a meltdown,”
says Vacchio. “I really
considered
closing
down but I love it here;
people have been really
supportive and welcoming. At 4:00 a.m.
one morning I sent a
message to a friend and
we talked.”
“That day I came
into the restaurant and
asked myself: how do
we make this work?”

After consulting with
her team of employees,
they came up with a
plan. They rearranged
some of the space to
make it easier to compile and lay out the finished packages. They
are currently working
in two-person teams
with Vacchio on site
every day, all day.
Now the theme of her
worries has changed to
the possibility of having to add another refrigerator and how to
turn one day of deliveries into two.
For one fee, you receive enough groceries
and pre-created foods
to last for several meals
- complete with starters and entrees. The
care package includes
fresh greens for a large
Caesar
salad
with
homemade croutons,
her signature focaccia
bread, a litre of soup,
fresh pasta, plus more.
For those feeling a little more creative, there
are also individual ingredients to purchase
separately,
including
fresh eggs, fresh pastas,
chicken breasts, spanish onions, peppers
and more. You can top
it all off with an individual cheesecake.
The team also wanted to do something to
provide a shared experience for kids and
parents, so they came
up with a make-yourown-pizza kit which
includes two gourmet
cookies.
“We are kind of run-

ning a mini grocery
store,” the chef laughs,
comparing her new
arrangements to the
days when her 14 Spencer Street site was the
home of the village’s
grocery store.
Orders must be in by
noon on Tuesdays to
get you on the list for
Friday-afternoon porch
delivery. Payment is accepted by credit card or
e-transfer. In the past
ten days orders have
tripled, with a special
request coming from
outside the province.
“A person who wants
to remain anonymous
saw us on social media
and arranged to pay for
three care packages,”
explains Chef Vacchio.
“They asked us to give
them to whomever we
felt needed them the
most in this area, so I
called the South Grenville Food Bank and
they made the decision.”
The entire list of
choices can be seen on
Facebook and is also
being delivered from
Cardinal to Ottawa
along Highway 416 by
a friend who owns a
courier service. You can
also use Vacchio’s email
gina.littlesisterz@
gmail.com

Sisterz breaking bread: Gina
Vacchio displays a pan of
fresh-from-the-oven focaccia bread, just one item on
her new “care package” delivery menu.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

He did it…we too can rise up, rise up!
That was an unusual
Easter Sunday, wasn’t
it? Gone, at least for the
time being, were the
Easter bonnets will all
the frills upon them and
the great gatherings in
churches and homes of
friends and relatives,
seemingly without a care
in the world.
Instead, individuals,
couples, and sometimes
entire families huddled
in their sanctuaries,
dodging for a day the
bleak COVID-19 news,
perhaps
connecting
with loved ones on social media and cobbling
together a rough substitute for the traditional
Easter dinner. How did
people get by in previous pandemics without modern connecting
technology? And what of
those today who aren’t
technologically
tuned
in? The isolation must be
overwhelming.
On the Big Day I
awoke early, anxious to
drive down to Johnstown
United Church to see if
the purple cloth draped

A
New
View
By Tom
Van Dusen

we too can rise again.
I felt similar comfort
when I returned home
and clicked into Rev.
Tracey Smith’s online
Easter service out of St.
John’s Anglican Church
with husband Rev. Dave
and daughters Carolyn and Katie providing
the hymn-singing. As
Tracey told me later via
messenger, it has been a
learning curve taking the
ministry to social media,
but she’s pleased to continue providing a bit of
the familiar during this
time of crisis.
Later, I went on an
egg hunt, but not for
the decorated candy
we associate with Easter. I went searching

for farm-fresh eggs and
found them at a little
stand north of Maitland
operating on the honour
system… you drop $4.00
in a jar and walk away
with a dozen chicken
or duck eggs, take your
choice; you can even get
24 quail eggs for $5.00
when available.
Next up was a raucous Zoom Easter connection session with
family members - not
much different than getting together in person,
with everybody trying
to talk at once. As usual,
my brother Mark added a whacky touch by
wearing an aluminum
foil cone on his head to
make sure he was able

Grenville
hSouth
Grenville
around a rustic crucifix
at the front door topped
with a crown of thorns
symbolizing the death of
Jesus had miraculously
transformed to indicate He had risen. Yes, it
had…the cloth was now
white and a cluster of lilies replaced the thorns.
I was born and raised
staunch Catholic, to the
point that I served mass
until I was about 20,
towering over the parish
priest in Aylmer, no longer able to squeeze into
the altar boy vestments;
over the years since,
I’ve become sceptical of
many things, including
the icons and fables of
organized religion. But
there was something
very comforting in discovering that white sash
Easter morning, a feeling that if He has risen,

SPORTS
CALENDAR
S CALENDAR
3506 Coons Road, Brockville
613-345-6977 1-855-MYTILES
www.tiletechflooring.com

SALES & SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8:00-5:30 • SAT 9:00-3:00

to receive the transmission.
The low-level festivities wrapped up for
daughter Victoria and
myself with a takeout turkey dinner from

Bobby’s
Restaurant,
which served 115 customers at the door Easter evening. Yes, it was
a different kind of Easter… but not at all in a
bad way.

2020
2020

MeMbership
MeMbership

NOW
ON
SALE

Prescott
Prescott Golf
Golf Club
Club
900
900 Boundary
Boundary Street
Street
Prescott,
Prescott, Ontario
Ontario

613.925.5006
613.925.5006
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Province calls on all health care
workers to help fight COVID-19
TORONTO — The Ontario government is taking further action to stop
the spread of COVID-19
by actively recruiting
health care workers to
increase the frontline
capacity of hospitals,
clinics, and assessment
centres. The province is
launching a new online
tool that will help match
skilled frontline workers
with employers.
The new Health Workforce Matching Portal
will enable health care
providers with a range
of experience to join the
province’s response to
COVID-19. Those providers include retired or
non-active health care
professionals,
internationally
educated
health care professionals, students, and volunteers with health care
experience. The portal
will efficiently match the
availability and skill sets
of frontline health care
workers to the employ-

ers in need of assistance
to perform a variety of
public health functions,
such as case and contact
management.
“Our health care
heroes on the frontlines of this battle are
doing
extraordinary
work, but they need reinforcements to step
up and lend a hand to
help defeat this virus,”
said Premier Doug Ford.
“Whether you’re retired
or in training, we can’t
afford to have people
with professional health
care skills who want to
help sitting on the sidelines during this crisis.
This is a call to action
and I encourage every
available person with
health care experience
to get involved.”
Employers and interested health care professionals can visit the portal and create a profile.
Once registered, professionals can add their
availability and em-

613-925-4265
All Classified Advertising
Payable In Advance

Classifieds will be accepted by telephone
or email, but must be paid by 4pm
Monday for publication on Wednesday.

WINTERS,
JOAN ELAINE
(nee ANDERSON)
On Friday, April 10th, 2020 at her
home in Kemptville, Joan Winters entered into rest at the age of 74 years.
Joan Winters beloved Wife of Mervyn
Winters. Dear Mother of Mervyn and
Leslie (Rhonda). Cherished Grandmother of Mervyn (Chenee), Bittney (Ryan),
Cody, Carley, Cody (Stacey), Ty, Shyanne, Storm and Great Grandmother of Faith, Caleb, Damien, Khane, Bradon,
Ben, Trinity and Ellie, dear sister of Paul Anderson (Sally) and Doug Anderson
(Linda). Joan was predeceased by a granddaughter Michelle Winters and by
a sister Eileen Wyatt. She is also survived by numerous nieces and nephews.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. Interment to follow in
Hainsville Cemetery. Send ﬂowers, place a donation to a
charity of your choice or share a special memory of Joan at
www.mackayfuneralhome.com

ployers can enter their
request for support.
Registrants will receive
an email notification if
matched.
“Since the beginning
of this outbreak, we
have heard from thousands of volunteers who
want to help in any way
they can,” said Christine
Elliott, Deputy Premier
and Minister of Health.
“We are very grateful
for those stepping up
during these unprecedented times. That’s why
we are using everything
possible to support
these frontline healthcare workers as they
fight the spread of this
virus.”
On April 1, Ontario
issued a new emergency
order under the Emergency Management and
Civil Protection Act,
to enhance the public
health units’ human resources capacity and
support their ongoing
fight against COVID-19.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

This is garbage!
Dear Editor,
Most townships are
not charging for township bags during this
tragic time.
Our township most
certainly is. That’s okay.
I’m happy to pay for my
garbage to be picked
up right at my curb.
I’m not happy that
by-law is knocking on
doors, cross-contaminating doorsteps to
give warnings about
garbage being at the
curb too early. Doesn’t
seem like a necessity
to me right now. Many
citizens were issued
a warning, (maybe a
fine) and many citizens
likely are feeling the
stress of the world right

now.
In a state of emergency that states to
stay home, our by-law
is strolling the streets,
contaminating doorto-door, and not practicing social distancing. Social distancing
at its finest. Luckily we
were outside and I only
had to approach from
around the house. If I
were to open the door
he was knocking on, we
would NOT have been
six feet apart. I don’t
feel that this is a necessity nor is it practicing
the worldwide motto to
“STAY HOME!” In fact,
our garbage is rarely if
ever out that early but
in times like this...
We are all in un-

We’re all in this
together, aren’t we?
Amanda Bolton
Cardinal
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c.thompson@evansprinting.ca
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online
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Deadline for classiﬁed ads
Monday at 10 am

WANTED
ANTIQUE VECHILE
I am looking for an antique car
or truck, for restoration purposes.
What have you to sell?
Call 613-449-1668
(APRIL 15)

EXTEND YOUR REACH - ADVERTISE PROVINCIALLY OR ACROSS THE COUNTRY!
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BUSINESS OPPS.

MORTGAGES

ATTN: ONTARIO INVENTORS!!

DECLINED BY YOUR BANK?
WE CAN HELP!

Need Inventing Help?
Call Davison!!
Ideas Wanted!
CALL DAVISON TODAY:
1-800-256-0429

Rideau
Auctions Inc.

OR VISIT US AT:
Inventing.Davison.com/Ontario

Check our Website for
upcoming Online Auctions
www.rideauauctions.com

    

1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES
Debt Consolidation
Renovations, Tax Arrears
Mortgage Arrears, Debt problems
CONSOLIDATE YOUR DEBT NOW!!!
CUT MONTHLY PAYMENTS
UP TO 75%

FREE Inventor’s Guide!!

No Income, Bad Credit
Bankruptcy, Proposal
Power of Sale Stopped!!!

ADVERTISING

FREE APPRAISALS
CALL US FIRST FOR
A FREE CONSULTATION
1-800-282-1169

"   #$&
will be closed until further notice!



charted waters and
you would think our
township would be
empathetic
to
the
matter. We’re lonely,
we’re living in fear and
we’re trying to be the
best citizens we can
be. We’re loving our
neighbors and helping
one another and proving that kindness can
diminish fear. Maybe
we could use some of
this budget towards
these poor small businesses that have been
deemed non-essential.
So many are struggling!

www.mortgageontario.com
(Licence #10969)

REACH MILLIONS OF CUSTOMERS IN
ONTARIO WITH ONE EASY CALL!
Your Classified Ad or Display Ad would appear
in weekly newspapers each week across
Ontario in urban, suburban and rural areas.
For more information Call Today
647-350-2558.

WANTED
FIREARMS WANTED FOR JUNE 13th, 2020
LIVE & ONLINE AUCTION: Rifles, Shotguns,
Handguns, Militaria. Auction or Purchase:
Collections, Estates, Individual Items.
Contact Paul, Switzer’s Auction: Toll-Free
1-800-694-2609, sales@switzersauction.com
or www.switzersauction.com.
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ENTERTAINMENT

www.kemptvillelivemusicfestival.com

The cloud-capped towers
Last night I dreamt I
went to New York again.
The last time we had
a significant disruption
like this was 9/11… and
its aftermath. I was working in New York on that
beautiful
September
morning; the sky, a brilliant blue: the day, calm
and still. The kind of perfect day that only fall can
bring. I was rehearsing
The Tempest midtown,
next to Central Park. At
night I travelled downtown on the “A” train to
perform in Much Ado

Behind

The CurTain
Richard
Willis

About Nothing on Bleeker Street.
No one liked the Twin
Towers. They were a useful marker in the city to
let you know when you
were travelling uptown or
downtown, but they were
universally disliked.
Then the Towers fell.

We were sent home
and for two days
watched the events unfold.
Two nights later, we
were ordered back on
stage with the rest of
New York theatre attempting to coax a
shocked New York audience into laughing once
again.
Through most crises,
the theatre has been
there as a healer and a
beacon of hope, a place
where people can gather as an audience, and

share a life-enhancing
communal experience.
With COVID-19, the theatre is helpless. It can
only promise that once
we’re through all this that
we’ll be there to open our
theatres again… as soon
as it’s safe to do so.
I lived in New York for
eight years and grieve for
the pain this beautiful
city is suffering right now.
I worry for all theatre artists at this time and in the
future.
Theatre will return for
all our communities, but

it will take time. When it
does, we will be a big part
of the healing process that
our community will need
in recovering from this
trauma. People will gather
once again… we will all
want to experience live human interaction after this
saturation of the digital.
Until then, staying at
home, as we must… we
dream.
Richard
Sheridan-Willis
Artistic Director
St. Lawrence
Shakespeare Festival

Talented teen filmmakers sharing important message
By Conan de Vries
Members of the Rural
FASD Support Group recently made a trip to
Queen’s Park to help Ontario lawmakers better
understand fetal alcohol
spectrum disorder and to
urge them to improve the
support services available
to those with the condition
as well as their families.
It was a productive and
encouraging trip, and Network members, among
them many who are actually dealing with FASD, got
the opportunity to speak
to a great many influential
people. Also on the trip
were two young Network
members and budding

filmmakers - Aidan and
Jacob.
Using three different
digital cameras, two tripods, an iPad, two laptops,
a voice recorder and, eventually, a recording studio,
Aidan, 15, and Jacob, 13,
put together a good-looking and informative documentary about the trip to
Queen’s Park.
“We had been thinking about creating a visual
documentary of the day,
and they jumped all over it”
says Rob More, co-founder
of the Rural FASD Support
Network.
The documentary is an
important record of the
significant trip the group
made to the Ontario capital, and hopefully of the
beginning of a greater
understanding among government leaders of FASD,
but the filmmakers also
made the movie because
they thought it might stack
up well at the 7th annual
MyView Youth Film Festival.
“Kathy Botham, of
YourTV Cogeco and FYI,
brought the festival to their
attention and they wanted

to participate,” says Moore.
Aidan did most of the
photography and wrote the
script, while Jacob served
as producer and director, and the documentary
chronicles the experiences
the group of 24 people had
on the trip to Queen’s Park.
Both Aidan and Jacob also
conducted interviews that
feature in the short documentary.
“The fascinating part to
me is how the story reflects
their perspective. The kids
were looking forward to going on their first train ride,
seeing the CN Tower, going to Toronto, staying in a
hotel for the first time and
seeing Queen’s Park,” says
More.
Aidan took more than
300 pictures during the trip,
and the ones that appear in
the 5-minute documentary
focus more on these experiences than on meeting the
MPPs or the presentations.
“It did reflect what the
day meant to them,” says
More.
Other members of the
Network have already seen
the movie and the reviews

LAuzon TenT renTALs

have been good.
“The group absolutely
loves it,” says More. “It is
serving as a photo album
for everyone who went, a
message board for everyone else who followed us
on this trip and a reminder
to the MPPs that we met
with,” says More, who notes
that the documentary has
been shared with some of
the government leaders
that met with the group.
The MyView Film Festival is open to anybody in
Eastern Ontario between
the ages of 10 and 24, and

the competition is divided
into three age categories.
More information about
the Festival, including entry
rules and a list of all qualifying municipalities in Eastern Ontario, can be found
at myviewfilmfest.ca.
Aidan and Jacob have
posted their documentary
on YouTube, and anybody
interested in watching it
and finding out more about
both fetal alcohol spectum
disorer and the Rural FASD
Support Network can find
the video on the Network’s
YouTube channel.

SOUTH GRENVILLE

Live performances
South Grenville
Bluegrass Festival
New Date - August 6-9, 2020
-Larry Efaw and
the Bluegrass
Mountaineers
-Edgar Loudermilk
Band
-Eddie Leblanc and
Friends
-Acoustical Strings
-Concession 23
-Bill White and
White Pine

Kemptville Live
July 23-26, 2020
-Randy Bachman and
Burton Cummings
-Steve Miller Band
-Glass Tiger -David
Clayton Thomas
-Lighthouse -Honeymoon Suite
-Andy Kim -More..

Tents • Chairs • Tables • Tablecloths
• Dance Floors • Tent Flooring • BBQs

Guy Lauzon

613-657-4857

www.lauzontentrentals.ca

www.boneyard.ca

613-330-6060

Cardinal, Ontario

Proudly Servi ng
PreScott an d area

Dining Room CLoseD
OWNERSHIP

Delivery only

186 King St. W. Prescott

613-925-0174
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From our teams to yours
BUICK GMC LTD.
Prescott

Brockville

Thank you
A note from the Leo Team

The 48th Annual Leo
Boivin Showcase took close
to 11 months to plan; a true
labour of love for the game
of hockey and our local
hockey hero, Leo Boivin.
The committee, as in years
past, put forth every effort
to bring the best experience
for the players, parents and
fans. Plans are now started
for the 2021 tournament,
which will be the official
48th Annual Showcase, and
look to 2020 as the “tournament that didn’t happen”.
Teams from all over
Ontario and Eastern New
York were prepared to step
on the ice in Morrisburg
to take part in the greatest
tournament of all time! The
committee received many
notes of disappointment
from fans, coaches and
teams. When speaking with

Head Coach Steve Mallette,
of the Ottawa Junior Senators U18, he expressed his
players’ disappointment in
not being able to defend
their Championship. His
players are always excited
to attend the Leo. These
types of comments are
what make the tournament
what it is.... a great way to
finish off a hockey season
and create memories that
will be carried forward for
years to come.
Our own South Grenville Midget Rep Rangers
were prepared to represent
the association and pay
tribute with their “special
jersey”, as this has become
a tradition of the home
team in the past years. This
tournament is always special to our SGMHA players
who are in their last year.

We wish you all the best as
you graduate from South
Grenville Minor Hockey:
Zachary Burnside, Blake
Byrnes, Will Campeau,
Owen Davy, AJ Kelly, Jayden
McColl, Tyler Reid, Johnny
Sigl, Connor Van Luit and
Erik Webster!
The Leo Boivin Showcase is an integral part of
South Grenville Minor
Hockey. The association
members are keen to assist
each year.
We would like to send
out a thank you to following
groups who were ready to
fulfill their roles for the 2020
Tournament:
This year our Initiation
Group were all set to play
South Dundas right before
the Ottawa Senators Alumni
took to the ice against the
combined team of coaches

from South Grenville and
South Dundas.
A tradition at the Leo is
our Team Monitors. This
falls each year on second
year peewee players. It
is done this way so that it
is available to a different
group each year. Our monitors this year included Connor Poulin, Hudson Lee,
Wyatt Woodstock, Davin
Dybala, Iain Baird, Ethan
Cook, Schylar Schapelhouman , Ethan Kirkby, Keelan
Held and Owen Cook.
Our Bantam aged players take on the role of
“Swampers” for the weekend, keeping the arena
stands and dressing rooms
spotless. This year Haden
Abrams, Connor Baird,
Zachary Minkhorst, and
Barrett Robertson were prepared to carry on this trad-

ition.
As always, we have a
special group of young
ladies who show the Leo
Hospitality as Medal Girls;
our 2020 girls included Audrey Waterworth,
Makenzie Baker, Kennedy
Kingston, Dana Chellew,
Rachel Wing-Pigeon, Abby
Hay, Brooklyn Birtch, Abby
Murdock, Roydyn norton,
Jaydin Poulin and Marissa
Abrams.
We are one of very few
tournaments that have a
Hospitality Room for teams
and scouts. Our “Hostesses” Tiffany McNeilly,
Brianne Poulin, Nadine
Barkley and Tina Murray
definitely provide a warm
Leo welcome.
The committee has
long standing members
who strive to carry on and

move forward with the
traditions that the Leo is
known for; thanks to Rose
Williams, Mary Spero, Kim
Durant, Tiffany McNeilly,
Lynn Dobson, Danielle
D’Ambrose, Pam Wykes,
Cathy Juneau, Jason Van
Lanen and Justin Kirkby as
well as the entire executive
of SGMHA who promote
and work with this committee to ensure the success of
the showcase.
We want to send out a
huge thanks to our sponsors who continue to support us each year!
We know we have the
best fans in the world and
will look forward to seeing
you in 2021.

AJ Kelly

Blake Byrnes

Bobby Jupe

Cole Michalicka

Cole Moorhouse

Connor Van Luit

Daniel Swerdfeger

Erik Webster

Jayden McColl

Johnathon Sigl

Khonnor Jessome

Owen Davy

Rhys Gibbons

Sam Henderson

Thomas Kelly

Timothy McMullen

Tyler Reid

Will Campeau

Zack Burnside

Dennis Van Luit

Joe Kelly

Wes Campeau

Vicki Sargeant
Chair
Leo Boivin Showcase
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Stop the Spread
COVID-19
can be deadly.
Stay home.
Save lives.

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

