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Signs of the times
Messages of gratefulness and community spirit amid the
global health crisis recently popped up in Prescott. The
signs, posted outside of South Grenville District High
School and St. Lawrence Academy, host words of thanks
and encouragement for essential workers and local residents.
JOURNAL PHOTO/FRASER

South
Grenville
Star of the
Week is...

Loralea
Harper

From a nomination for Loralea: “I am super Immune-compromised as I have Multiple
Sclerosis. Loralea is a friend of a friend; she didn’t know me. She took the time to get a
list from me and complete and deliver my groceries for me. There was a specific item
that I asked for that the stores did not have, so about a week after, she was in Costco
with her daughter and spotted my item. She grabbed it and dropped it at my front
door. She has also checked in on me from time to time. As well, she organized a driveby birthday party for a six- year-old boy in our community! Hats off to you Loralea, you
are what makes this community so amazing! Thank you is just not enough.”
If you would like to nominate someone for Star of the Week, email kate@evansprinting.
ca or fill out the nomination form at www.southgrenvillejournal.ca

Today’s Star of the Week
brought to you by:

PRESCOTT
FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
Laser, Shockwave
and Physiotherapy
114 King St. W.,Prescott 613-925-3436

NEVER MOW
O YOUR
OU
U LAWN AGAIN
G
Let us show you how you can have a perfectly
maintained lawn without liftingg a ﬁnger
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING INSTALLATION

2700 EDWARD STREET, PRESCOTT
925-2222
crossingsroadandtrail.com

5 NEWPORT DR. JOHNSTOWN, ONTARIO
WWW.WINDMILLBREWERY.CA
CALL: (613) 704.0154
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Prescott makes changes in face of COVID crisis
By Conan de Vries
PRESCOTT - Just like
senior levels of government, town hall in Prescott
has made some changes in
response to the worldwide
Coronavirus pandemic.
A special meeting of
council was held last week
with only Mayor Brett
Todd, CAO and Treasurer
Matthew Armstrong and
Clerk and Director of Administration
Kimberley
Casselman present in the
council chambers. The
town’s six councillors took
part in the meeting from
their homes by way of a
conference call.
A special by-law had
to be passed before the
meeting started to permit
the arrangement, and the
meeting was also streamed
live for residents to watch
on the town’s YouTube
channel. The complete recording of the meeting is
also available on the chan-

By Conan de Vries
PRESCOTT - The global
Coronavirus pandemic
has necessitated some
changes to operations at
town hall in Prescott, and
at a special meeting held
last week by teleconference, council received a
report on those changes.
Prescott’s CAO and
treasurer, Matthew Armstrong, described how
the town is looking to
find ways to cut costs in
expectation of a reduction in revenues and how
the institution of social
distancing and self-isolation have altered the way
business is being done in
town.
All non-essential travel
for town staff has been
cancelled, all town buildings have been closed to
the public, and all recreational programs, along
with services at the Prescott Public Library and
Walker House, have been
suspended. Work on any
projects that would incur

nel to watch on demand.
Before the meeting
began, Mayor Brett Todd
offered residents some
words of encouragement
and reassurance.
“I just wanted to start
the meeting off by letting
everybody know that we
are here for you,” said the
mayor. “We are dedicated
to continuing our essential
services and working with
town residents as we all get
through this very stressful,
very challenging and very
serious time together.”
He also offered a
glimpse of what he expects
to be more prosperous
times in the not-too-distant future.
“We
always
come
together. We’re stronger in
challenging times like this,
and I have no doubt at all
that we will emerge from
this as a stronger community than ever.”
The mayor also made
a point of giving credit to

members of town staff for
the tireless effort they have
put forward to make sure
Prescott runs as smoothly
as possible during the upheaval, a point that was
reiterated numerous times
also by members of council.
“I want to thank them
for their hard work on
this,” said Todd. “Our staff
is doing a great job under
challenging conditions.”
The CAO, too, commended town personnel.
“Everyone has been doing a fantastic job working through a difficult
situation,” said Armstrong.
“Hats off to all of our staff.”
The CAO then outlined
some of the changes that
have been implemented in
town to make sure there is
as little disruption as possible in the lives of its residents.
Though all town facilities have been closed to
the public, town hall con-

tinues to operate and anyone in need of service can
call 613-925-2812 extension 6200 or email admin@
prescott.ca. All town staff
have been given the option of working from home
and have been granted remote secure access to the
town’s computer network
and phone system. There
will be one staff member
on the ground floor at all
times to handle deliveries,
and either the CAO or
the Clerk will be at town
hall during normal business hours to ensure any
important decisions that
might have to be made can
be made promptly.
Armstrong notes in his
report that all interactions
between or by staff with
other people are done in
full compliance with social
distancing requirements.
The town remains focused on maintaining all
essential services, including water and wastewater,

waste management, road
maintenance, snow removal, as well as health
and safety and emergency
services. The town’s operations staff has been divided into two groups and
put onto an alternating
work schedule with one
week on and one week off.
Employees will continue to
be paid as usual. The same
arrangement was also put
in place for those working at the town’s water and
wastewater facilities.
On March 23, Prescott
declared a state of emergency to further underscore the importance of
social distancing and selfisolation and to strongly
encourage
compliance.
The Municipal Emergency
Control Group met on
March 13, 16, 18, 23 and
then again on March 25. At
the most recent meeting,
the group was joined via
teleconference by Dr. Paula
Stewart, the medical offi-

Tax bills amid pandemic

an expense in 2020 has
also been suspended.
“All reasonable attempts are being made to
cut down on unnecessary
expenditures,” said Armstrong.
Some work still needs
to be done, though, and
bills still have to be paid,
so in certain cases allowance may be made
for some previously approved expenditures.
“We’re taking every
opportunity to not incur
costs where we can, and
then if there are opportunities to get jobs done
where social distancing
still allows for it, then certainly we’re taking that
opportunity if all precautions are being followed,” said the CAO.
Some
construction
work will still be done
on the second floor of
town hall and, later in last
week’s meeting, council allowed work on replacing the WiFi system
at the marina to continue.
Advertisements for sea-

sonal jobs were posted
back in February and
town staff continues to go
over resumes. Armstrong
suggested that applicants
who have worked with
the town before be given
a conditional offer of employment, while new applicants would be interviewed by phone.
The CAO also offered
reassurance that despite
an expected downturn
in revenue, contractual
payments for police services will still be made
as will all utilities. Debt
payments will also continue and the town will
continue to honour all
invoices submitted for
goods or services rendered. Quarterly school
board taxes will also still
be paid, though the province is likely to permit the
deferral of payment.
“There are still payments that need to go
out,” said Armstrong.
The CAO also talked
about property taxes, a
topic that was revisited

CountyWide
WideBurn
BurnBan
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Issued During
During Public
County
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HealthEmergency
Emergency

in the same meeting during discussion of the 2020
budget. He said 89 percent of the total of the
interim tax bills that went
out in February has already been paid, leaving
only $412,662 outstanding.
Armstrong presented
two different options to
council. If the interest on
outstanding taxes alone
were suspended, it would
reduce revenue to the
town by $5,200 a month,
but if council decided to
waive interest payments
on outstanding property
tax amounts from 2019
as well, revenue would

come down by $13,400
per month. The CAO’s report also talked about the
possibility of putting off
the July and August tax
payments until later in
the year.
It was decided that interest payments on the
February portion of the
tax bill will remain in
place, but that payment
of the second and third
instalments of the property tax bill will be put off
until a later date that will
be determined at a subsequent meeting of council.
Mayor Brett Todd
pointed out that council
will continue to address

cer of health for the Leeds,
Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit, and three
representatives from the
Ontario Provincial Police.
The Municipal Emergency
Control Group will continue to meet regularly to
reassess the situation and
take whatever action is necessary to keep residents of
Prescott safe and healthy.
“We’re certainly trying
to get as much information
out there as possible to allow residents and anyone
concerned to have access
to that information,” said
Armstrong.
There was also a short
discussion about community awards nominations and it was decided
that the deadline for submissions would be extended. More information
on the awards, the nomination requirements and
the new deadline can be
found online at prescott.
ca.

any issues that come up
as the pandemic situation changes and that
staff and council remain
more than willing to reevaluate any previous
council decisions or municipal policies to make
sure they continue to be
in the best interests of the
town’s residents.
“If anyone is looking
for more concrete, more
wide-ranging action today, please believe me,
we’re doing everything we
can to minimize the impact on everyone in Prescott, because we know
what an awful economic
impact this is,” said Todd.

FROM THE OFFICE OF

DR. KIM HANSEN AND
DR. LANCE MCINTOSH

Total Family Dentistry

TO ALL OF OUR PATIENTS
Following the recommendations from the Government of Ontario
and The Royal College of Dental Surgeons of Ontario, our office
remains closed until further notice. The safety of our staff and
our patients is our top priority, and we want to help to reduce
the spread of COVID-19 in our community. If you have a dental
emergency please call the office and leave a message, as we are
monitoring messages regularly.

If you have an appointment with us during the month of April,
please assume that your appointment will be rescheduled.
We will do our best to contact all patients with more information
as it becomes available.

Thank you for your patience and understanding
during this unprecedented time.
Effective at 12:01 am on March 26, 2020 a burn ban has been issued for the United Counties of Leeds
and Grenville. This includes all municipalities within the United Counties including the separated
municipalities of Prescott, Brockville and Gananoque.
For more information, contact: Your local Fire Department

613-925-3428

197 Water St. Suite 304, Prescott
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Fort Town revisits budget in new economic reality
By Conan de Vries
PRESCOTT - When the
Coronavirus pandemic hit,
town council was in the
middle of its budget deliberations, and at a special
meeting held last week by
teleconference, Prescott’s
elected officials tried to
figure out how best to proceed with the 2020 budget.
In a report submitted
to council, Prescott’s CAO
and treasurer, Matthew
Armstrong, pointed out
that since the economic
situation has changed for
the town and its residents,
the proposed 2020 budget
ought to be revisited. The
original budget called for
a 1.55 percent increase in
the property tax levy, but
Armstrong’s report presented options to reduce
that rate to zero, and this
proposal was the main
topic of conversation at
last week’s meeting.
The removal of the annual one percent increase

dedicated to the town’s
infrastructure fund along
with the elimination of a
$24,000 expenditure for
sidewalk repairs and a reduction in the town hall
budget by $6,000 would
permit a zero percent
tax increase in the new
budget. Armstrong notes
that there will also be a
decrease in educational
taxes.
Most of those at the
meeting were in favour of
the idea of a zero percent
tax increase, but there
were some reservations.
Councillor Lee McConnell
thought an actual tax reduction--better than a zero
percent increase--might
be possible, while Councillor Ray Young was wary of
neglecting the one percent
contribution to the town’s
infrastructure fund. Young
was in favour, however, of
reducing the tax increase
to only that one percent
for infrastructure.
There was also some

talk of leaving the matter
open for further discussion at a later date, but
Mayor Brett Todd was cool
to the idea.
“I’d like to see us do
something today rather
than just say that we’re going to study it again, because there is a lot of hardship out there,” said the
mayor “We all know a lot of
people are on EI right now
and they’re worried about
how they’re going to pay
their bills today.”
It was finally decided,
though, that council would
direct staff to come back to
the next meeting with different ways in which operational expenses could be
reduced and the tax burden decreased. The discussion then turned from
the operations budget to
the water and wastewater
budget. Staff had originally
proposed a two percent increase in this budget, and
maintained that recommendation.

“It’s essential that we
continue putting money
into services for water and
wastewater, because that’s
how we pay for the replacement of roads,” said
Armstrong, pointing to the
break in the sewer line on
Henry Street in the fall that
cost the town more than
$250,000 in unexpected
expenses.
Nevertheless,
McConnell again thought it
preferable that there be no
increase to the water and
wastewater rates in this
year’s budget. The mayor
agreed, though he also appreciated the reasoning of
his council colleagues.
“I’m
actually
with
Councillor McConnell on
this. I would hold on this
for this year. I think that’s
one way we could actually
give a little bit back to our
residents, but I understand
the rationale,” said Todd.
McConnell then suggested a compromise of
sorts. Perhaps the two

percent increase could be
instituted but the implementation of the increase
be put off until later in
the year. A motion to approve the two percent increase passed with only
the mayor and McConnell
dissenting, and the details
of how the increase is to be
implemented will be determined at a later date.
Though other budget
expenditures
proposed
before the Coronavirus
outbreak are open now to
review and reconsideration, there was one budget
expenditure that the CAO
and treasurer said ought
to be approved right away-the replacement of the
WiFi network at the marina.
Work was set to begin
on the $50,000 project very
shortly, and if the project
were canceled or postponed, Prescott would
go to the back of the line
on the priority list of the
company doing the job.

Armstrong noted that he
has been assured by the installers that all coronavirus
protocols will be followed
“It’s one of those things
that has to be addressed
and replaced,” said Armstrong, pointing out that
the system completely
failed in 2019.
The mayor agreed that
the project is an important
one and the need clear.
“The system down
there, basically it’s broken.
This is sort of starting from
scratch,” said Todd.
Councillor Leanne Burton had misgivings at first
about approving a $50,000
expenditure on the heels of
a discussion about finding
savings in the operational
budget, but withdrew her
objection when informed
that the money would be
coming out of a marina reserve fund and would not
be an operational expense.
The motion to approve the
expenditure at the marina
was approved.

Ontario dropping time-of-use hydro pricing during uncertain times
Ontario will ditch its
time-of-use
electricity
pricing, at least temporarily, as more people
work from home or simply stay put during peak
hours.
Premier Doug Ford
made the announcement
during a news conference at Queen’s Park.

Under the government’s plan, rates will
drop from three varying
rates — peak, mid-peak
and off-peak — to one
low rate.
Normally, using electricity during the day
in Ontario would cost a
peak price of 20.8 cents
per kilowatt hour; that

will now drop to 10.1
cents per kilowatt hour.
The price drop will continue for at least 45 days.
For the time being,
Ontario hydro ratepayers
will have just one electricity rate instead of three
to worry about.
His announcement is
in response to the num-

South Nation Conservation
Authority releases watershed
conditions statement

Environmental Conditions: Water levels
across the watershed are
normal for this time of
year but are expected to
increase in the coming
days.
Risks: Rainfall is likely
to produce high water
levels and possible nuisance flooding in lowlying areas across the
watershed.
Action: Residents are
advised to exercise cau-

tion when near watercourses as flows may
rapidly increase and
cause slippery or unstable banks. Parents are
encouraged to explain
these dangers to their
children.
Duration: This statement is in effect until
Wednesday, April 1 st ,
2020.
SNC monitors water
levels and weather forecasts as part of the Flood

Forecasting and Warning Program. Updates
are provided as conditions change. Please visit
www.nation.on.ca
for
more information.
To provide feedback
with respect to changes
in water related conditions please email waterwatch@nation.on.ca,
post on our Facebook (/
SouthNationConservation) or Twitter (@SouthNationCA).

Ingredion Plant circa 1970

ber of people staying
home during peak hours
due to the Coronavirus
outbreak and looking to
get relief from any bill increase as a result.
The government estimates that the move
will save residential hydro customers $20 per
month, small businesses

could save $150, while
farms are projected to
see savings of more than
$300 per month.
The cost to the government will be steep
though — an estimated
$162 million for the 45day project, but it could
go higher.
In addition to the price

drop, the province will
extend a moratorium on
disconnecting hydro customers until July 31.
The new pricing plan
will apply to all parts of
Ontario except those
serviced by the City of
Cornwall which buys its
electricity from Quebec
at lower rates.

Personal. Professional. Trusted.

We’re your tax team.
Prescott: 613-925-5984 • Brockville: 613-342-1591

durandconsulting.com

Serving our community for over 25 years.

Reopening ApRil 6 !
th

Steve Sands
Shop Manager

Lorilee Sands
Office Manager

Call or send a Facebook Message
to schedule your appointment today!
facebook.com/StevesGarageCardinal

Part of the Community
since 1858

stevesgarage2020@gmail.com

3085 COUNTY RD 22 CARDINAL ON

613.657.1515
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Keeping busy during isolation
It’s a scary time in the
world, especially with
COVID-19 coming closer and closer to home
every day. It’s more important now than ever to
wash your hands regularly, use hand sanitizer
if you can’t get to soap
and water, and to follow
the isolation guidelines
that have been placed
for our safety. If we can
do this for just a few
weeks, hopefully life will
get back to normal sooner rather than later.
Social isolation can be

MY
GENERATION
GE
Kirsha
Hutchcroft

hard though; all of a sudden we have more time
than we ever did before at least that’s true for me
and quite a few people
around me.
I am still working out
of the house a couple of
days a week, and working for the paper from

home. Although, no one
told me how difficult it
is to try and work from
home. I get distracted by
my dog who is excited
for me to be home more,
or I decide to make a
snack and get pulled
into a string of recipe
videos trying to decide
what I want to make, or
I feel cooped up and end
up outside for a walk.
I’ve discovered that I’m
far more productive outside of my house, and
because my other job
has changed so much re-

cently, I am able to make
up for what I don’t get
done at home while I’m
out of the house.
I haven’t been having
too much trouble filling up my time at home;
luckily I’m a homebody
already so I’m good at
finding things to do in
the house. I’ve been
cooking more, which is
really nice since I normally work a lot of evenings and don’t get the
chance to make dinner
very often. I’ve been trying new recipes along

with classic favourites
and enjoying all of it.
With spring here, my
house plants are starting to grow and thrive
after the winter, and so
I’ve been playing with
them a lot as well. I
moved them all around
last week, finding new
places for them in the
house and making sure
they all have enough
light and such. I’ve also
been taking clippings
to grow more plants, reporting and adding new
dirt to anyone that needs

it. It’s a good time to be a
crazy plant lady.
Reading has always
been a hobby of mine,
and I am able to do more
of it now. I’m currently waiting for my new
books to arrive in the
mail so I can bury my
nose in them, hopefully
in the sun on my porch.
This isolation situation isn’t ideal, but it’s
not so bad when you can
keep busy. I hope you all
are safe and healthy and
finding something to do
at home.

Rural FASD Support Network updates
tured a talk by Megan
Van Allen, who works
with young people with
FASD at Kingston’s Kids
Inclusive, while Christine Lapeer, a nurse with
Lanark Mental Health,
conducted
check-ins
through Zoom Conferencing.
The virtual meeting
also featured a special
presentation by Lesley
and Allison Chocran of
Almonte, who spoke
about DoTerra Essential
Oils. The presentation
explained the importance of essential oils to
mental health, sleep and
to overall balance and

With generous support from the community, the Rural FASD Support Network continues
to provide support and
advice to those throughout the region afflicted
with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Disorder and
their families.
The Calvary Bible
Church in Smiths Falls,
along with Beckwith
Tech Camp and Cogeco,
came together to make
possible a recent live
streamed meeting on
YouTube for members
of the Support Network.
The meeting took place
on March 21, and fea-

many aspects of a person’s life, and included
several testimonials.
There was also time
during the meeting for
confidential exchanges,
so that members could
share some of their ups
and downs, talk about
how things are going and
get help so that any problems they may be having
could be resolved.
Some
information
was also provided during
the meeting about how
local mental health units
continue to operate, as
well as area paramedic
services. Education and
employment
resour-

ces were also discussed
and some information
on those topics will be
posted to the Rural FASD
Support Network’s Twitter account.
The ongoing isolation
and its effect on families
caring for a loved one
with FASD was another
key topic. Caregivers
should do their best to
remain engaged with
their children, which
will have a big and positive impact on everyone.
Anyone in need of additional support or advice
should also know that
the mental health clinics
in the area remain open

and will continue to offer
counsel to families who
are in particular need
of support at this time.
Finding ways to connect with others, even if
just online or by phone,
is also important, as is
maintaining a routine
and some structure in
one’s life, says Rob More,
co-founder of the Rural
FASD Support Network.
One way Support
Network
members
helped do that was by
assisting St. Francis de
Sales Catholic Church
in Smiths Falls record its
Mass and post it on the
Internet. More points

out that all the people
appearing in the online
videos were careful to
maintain a distance of
six feet between them
and were quick to wash
their hands thoroughly
before and after their
appearances.
The Rural FASD Support Network will continue to serve its members as best it can and
provide as much advice,
support and encouragement as possible, and
More is grateful to the
many partners in the
community who permit
the Network to continue
in its important mission.

What’s on in South Grenville

ANNOUNCEMENT

Due to the global COVID-19 pandemic all events in
South Grenville have been suspended-stay tuned for updates

“Your Neighbourhood
Renovation Centre”
New Structures, Repairs & Renovations
Plumbing & Electrical Needs
Tools
s r

r

TM

2700 Edward St. N., Prescott • 613-925-5665
Open: Mon. - Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat. 9am-2pm;
Sunday Closed

Marsden
McLaughlin
Funeral Home
2065 Dundas, Cardinal, ON
613-657-4848

www.marsdenmclaughlin.com
Serving your family in
your time of need

 

Rotary &
Hammer Drilling

  

For All Your
Insurance Needs
270 Edward St. Prescott
613-925-5901
mcdougallinsurance.com

613-925-4885

WELL DRILLING
Prescott • Since 1986

www.
splashwelldrilling.ca

Todd or Carl • All Work Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES

Offering
Bartending
Services for your
Special Events

Personalized Service
Pump Installations

www.brockville.travelplus.ca
Reg # 3247994

Kirsha Hutchcroft

'5($03$&.

613-802-8532
info@theliquorhutch.ca

SMART SERVE certified

$QGOHDYHWKHUHVWWR*ROLJHU·V75$9(/3/86

ANY SIZE EVENT!
NOW IN
IROQUOIS

613-652-2281
Locally owned & operated
Sophie Cushing B.S.Sc.
BC-HIS Tinnitus Care Provider

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

THOUSAND ISLAND
HEARING CENTRE
43 Plaza Drive,
Iroquois, On

2348 Parkdale Avenue, Brockville ON 613-345-6285 • Toll Free: 1-866-345-0899

SERVING SOUTH GRENVILLE FOR ALMOST 60 YEARS
-Cash for unwanted vehicles
-Great deals on used parts
-Mobile clean up of farm and
industrial scrap metal
VEHICLE AND SCRAP METAL
call or text Joe- 613-657-4857
PARTS REQUESTS
call or text Andrew - 403-404-9129

WWW.BONEYARD.CA

613- 925-4265

• Business Cards
• Letterheads
• Envelopes •Invoices
• Brochures • Flyers
• Forms • Folders
• Calendars • Tickets
• Programs • Labels
•Rack Cards • Newsletters
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It’s Mother Nature. And she is not happy.
I was born in the City
of Kingston, although
it might have been the
Town of Kingston when
I entered the scene, but
it doesn’t matter - the
net result is that it was
an age when we got all
our food in cardboard
packages, tin cans, and
green glass bottles at the
grocery store that I don’t
recall having much in
the way of out-of-season
produce. The reason
food came in bags, boxes
and tin cans had mostly
to do with freshness.
Many food items you
couldn’t get fresh then.
Not like now when we
can get strawberries in
February.
To this day, I have lingering doubts about buying food that hasn’t gone
through some entity, be
it a government, a corporation, or just some-

You’ve
got to be
kidding
William Lower

one who knows how to
print labels. Is it safe?
The Big Doubt. The Big
Fear. And for good reason. Many people can’t
be trusted with money.
They can’t be trusted to
ensure your food is safe
unless they are legislated
to do so with stiff penalties if they don’t. That is a
sad reality. And I look for
stickers on bananas.
Raised in an era of
modern conveniences,
grocery stores, city living
and what people thought
was an endless supply of
gasoline, it wasn’t like I
became
disconnected
from nature, because
I was never connected

in the first place. Like I
said, food came in packages, tins and bottles.
Well, I am not the only
one who has been disconnected from nature;
our entire culture is disconnected from nature,
our consumerism mentality is disconnected
from nature.
In a recent article in
the Guardian, a UN environment chief, Inger
Andersen, said we are
putting too many stresses on the environment
and there are consequences for not taking care of the planet.
What is going on now is
a ‘heads up’ from nature.
Suspend
disbelieve
for a moment. We are
part of nature, whether
we like it or not. Just like
the food we buy in boxes
and bags, we have a bestbefore date; we just don’t

know what day that actually is. It’s just nature.
We are organic.
If we are part of nature, think about Big Picture Nature. Where do
we fit in, and what happens when something
goes wrong? Nature has
a way of fighting back.
When your body comes
under attack, your body
produces antibodies to
try to fight off the attacker. You don’t tell your
body to do that. It just
does.
What happens when
we become the threat to
the planet? How can nature fight back? To suggest that the virus pandemic is part of a bigger
picture ‘plan’ sounds like
something from a Kook’s
Guide to the Universe.
But what if it is not a
plan but simply about
survival?
Just saying.

Can you think of a better
way to attack humans
without destroying the
planet? What the disease
doesn’t get, the resulting
famine will when supply
chains are broken and
the food supply dries up.
In the States, gun shop
owners reported a massive run on ammunition.
So if an invading virus
doesn’t get you, the famine doesn’t get you - your
neighbour might, should
you be foolish enough to
step on their property on
your way to try to borrow
a cup of sugar. Ka-boom.
Or is it rat-a-tat-tat from
a semi automatic?
This is a global attack. What we’re seeing
is unprecedented. What
few people are talking
about is the ‘what if’ no
one wants to hear. The
system collapses. Where
will I get the bags and

boxes of food?
I am betting that is not
going to happen. Even if
we were catapulted back
into an analogue world,
we would survive in one
way or another. Humans
are resourceful. And just
like nature has ways of
controlling our population through famine,
war and disease, so has
nature given us the tools
to be creative, inventive
problem solvers.
If ever there was a time
to put problem-solving
talents to work, and politics aside, it is now. And
we will. Just like we did
when it was Scarlett Fever or Polio that plagued
us. We will get through
this and maybe when we
come out the other end
of this, the collective ‘we’
might stop taking our
existence and the planet
for granted.

Walks on wild side help counteract COVID
As we plod along in
week three of COVID
craziness, the biggest
issue has become what to
do, other than binge out
on Netflix and reorganize the closets to keep
ourselves amused. Miraculously – and happily many Prescott businesses
remain open, from Canadian Tire, the Independent, fast food restaurants,
to drug stores and dollar
stores… so there’s some
diversion to be had as
long as we don’t all congregate at the same time
to pick up our necessities
minus toilet paper.
Getting outdoors has
been part of the answer
for many of us, notably walks through town,
around the harbour,
and along the St. Lawrence below Fort Wellington, often through
the fort grounds to see

A
New
View
By Tom
Van Dusen

how reconstruction of
the pointy-post defense
system is coming along.
What I’ve also been doing a lot lately is heading
to public outdoor destinations within an easy
drive from my King Street
home.
Most recently, I went
east to the Upper Canada
Migratory Bird Sanctuary
along highway two just
beyond Upper Canada
Village, a pristine preserve harbouring some
200 varieties of birds and
waterfowl as permanent
and transient residents.
There’s nothing like a
chickadee landing on

TOWNSHIP OF
EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL
HydRaNT FluSHINg aNd
ValVe OperatiOn
Residents of Cardinal and New Wexford are notified that the
Township will be flushing hydrants and operating isolation
valves in those areas from March 30, 2020 to May 31, 2020.
Water customers may notice fluctuations in pressure and some
discoloration. This is a normal result of the flushing process.
It is recommended that customers check their water for
discoloration prior to use each day as this could cause damage
to laundry, etc.
If you have any problems or need assistance in this regard
please contact the undersigned.
Environmental Services,
Township of Edwardsburgh/Cardinal
613-657-3765

your fingers and pecking
seed out of your palm, or
a Canada Goose mooning
you by sticking its head
down deep and its butt up
high to soothe the savage
COVID beast!
On the day I was there,
there were several families and couples roaming
the sanctuary grounds,
enjoying the birds and
views of open water,
wetlands and forests,
strolling the paths and
boardwalk, respecting social distancing, being released from the numbing
COVID mindset, at least
briefly. There’s some talk
such public places will be
closed as yet another random attempt to limit the
spread of the virus. In my
mind, that would be an
unfortunate mistake. Let
us take solace where we
can…
I had visited the migra-

tory bird preserve in the
past. The real revelation
for me was a short road
trip west to the 27-acre
Lyn Valley Conservation
Area located, appropriately, in the village of Lyn,
just beyond Brockville.
What a spectacular place,
especially the short trail
along the creek above
the swimming and picnic
site. I’m not even sure if
the creek with its stunning falls, fast water and
calmer pools is part of the
conservation area.
To me and many
others, Lyn was primarily known as the home
of Burnbrae Farms, Canada’s largest egg producer. In fact, the Lyn Valley
unfolds just below Burnbrae’s sprawling installation as you enter Lyn from
Brockville. From now on,
Lyn will always be recognized for two big attrac-

ASK A REALTOR
The REALTOR® Difference

However, not every licensed or registered broker or salesperson
is a REALTOR®. To be a REALTOR®, the agent must be a
member of The Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA). And
to be a member of CREA, an agent is expected to be:

• Committed to the REALTOR® Code:
The code is the accepted standard of conduct for all real estate
practitioners who are REALTORS®. It’s your guarantee of
professional conduct and the quality service. Read more about
the REALTOR® Code.
• Knowledgeable about developments in real estate:
A REALTOR® can get you the information needed to make an
informed decision: comparable prices, neighborhood trends,
housing market conditions and more.
•Actively updating education: Through courses, workshops and
other professional development, a REALTOR® maintains a high
level of current knowledge about real estate.
• Access: REALTORS® have access to Board MLS® Systems,
which facilitate the cooperate sale of properties to benefit consumers.

tions… not to mention its
charming main street and
historic buildings.
Anything that helps
get us through without
threatening the health of
others is valid, even small

things such as the decision by St. John’s Anglican Church to ring its
bells every day at noon,
a reminder that God will
help see us through. Let
the bells ring out!

TOWNSHIP OF
EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL

Special
Council

Thursday April 2
1:00 p.m.
From time to time, the Mayor meets with advisors
and consultants for the municipality. Members
of Council are always welcome to attend these
meetings and occasionally quorum may be present.
The public will be notified that the meetings are
planned and any information received will be
reported at regular Council meetings
All meetings are open to the public and are held
at the Township Office in Spencerville unless
otherwise noted. Please check the municipal
website for the most current list of upcoming
meetings www.TWPEC.ca

Easy Recycling Tips
Used Kleenex/Paper Towels
are not recyclable
Township Office – 613 658-3055, Recreation Director 613-349-9491, Public Works-613-657-4606,
Environmental Services- 613-657-3765
www.TWPEC.ca

Visit us at southgrenvillejournal.ca
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK

A time when
legends are made…
Week number two.
Isolation…working from home…cautious optimism…
whatever you wish to call your form of life in these times of
COVID-19, can certainly present some new challenges.
In an industry where face-to-face is the normality of the job
description, adapting to a business model where phone and
email are the new reality is not as much fun as it sounds. Not
to mention the lack of potential clients. In an economy where
only essential business is open (and where the consumer is
being asked to stay home), selling ad space is a whole new
game.
The good news is we all have more time at home. You know
all that stuff you have been putting off? Well now is your time
to shine. Our home has never been cleaner. I am way, way
ahead of schedule on our barn renovations, and last week I
made a music video (seriously….it’s on Facebook) and cut my
own hair.
Interesting times.
Perhaps the things we are all making the most of are memories.
Spring of 2020 is a time we will all look back on someday
as we tell future generations about the trials of surviving the
great outbreak.
Now is a time when legends will be made…both good and
bad.
Yeah, people will remember the rush to clean out grocery
shelves, the way toilet paper became a commodity and the
frustration we all felt for our fellow citizens who put themselves ahead of the good of community with their refusal to
exercise common sense and common decency. They may not
remember the names…but they will remember the actions.
The names we will remember are the names of the folks
who stepped up to lead. People like our local grocer who
stocked the shelves, calmed the masses and restored fact and
faith in the Canadian supply system. People like the local kids
who lit up the town with signs of thanks and courage to chase
away any darkness and despair.
We will all have the names of individuals who made (and
are making) this time that much more bearable for us.
My respect goes out to the small business owners who are
keeping their doors open despite the low numbers of shoppers walking through them. Look though the pages of today’s
paper…you will see who they are. There are not enough words
to express the strength in the their actions.
Those are the people who are quietly, confidently saying “we will get thought this” while offering up stability in a
crisis and hope for tomorrow. When tomorrow comes, and the
world is right again, those are some of the names we should
remember.
joe
www.joemartelle.com
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Reminders
I was reminded of something very valuable then the reminder came. People are good.
this week.
Local communities immediately went
It was nearing the end of
into action helping each
my first week of working from
other and connecting while
self-isolation at home, when
social distancing. Essential
PUBLISHER’S
the term ‘relinquishing conworkers have been praised
PEN on signs around town. Resitrol’ happened to cross my
path.
dents are putting on balKate
I’ll be the first to admit,
cony concerts and getting
Martelle
encounters with that saying,
groceries for the at-risk. In
let alone the thought, have
the midst of a terrible time
caused me to feel instantly
in human history, I’ve never
squeamish for most of my
been prouder to be part of,
life. Perhaps I’m a ‘type A’ personality. More or to report on, the people that make South
likely, as with many others, control and or- Grenville what it is.
ganization become a form of defense against
Our staff has worked with reduced hours
the stresses and anxieties of the world. Con- and increased safety measures to continue
trol the outside, control the inside. It may be being a voice for the community. Our reporflawed thinking, but hey, at least I’m in con- ters have continued to connect with local
trol of it, right?
residents, government, and businesses.
The new state of reality in the world has
While I continue to adapt to Michael runforced this control freak (a name bestowed ning all the errands (thank you!) and my
upon me more than once) into an unpreced- only outings being a drive here or there, I’m
ented state of relinquished control. And guess thankful. Thankful for my family, my team,
what? Everything has been fine.
and this community. Especially thankful for
I worried about not going into the office. I relinquishing control and the gift of remindworried about what we would write about as ers.
See you soon South Grenville,
the world closed down and local events haltKate
ed. I worried about our staff and readers. And

You’re the most important
person in the world
Yes, you! Each and every one of you.
there are thousands of people who would
For possibly the first time in history, love to be able to be at work right now.
everyone’s role is equally imSo many people in our comportant. Everyone has a part to
munity are stepping up. Whether
play in ‘flattening the curve’, as
THAT it’s strict self-isolation or taking
BRITISH GUY the time to put up positive mesB
we move into a new month of
travel restrictions, social dissages on a school fence. It’s all
tancing and the redefinition of
important and vital to us coming
MIKE
EVANS
who is an essential worker.
through this as quickly as posIt only takes one person to
sible.
potentially screw this all up!
So stick with it! Don’t let this
So, play your part. If it’s self-isolation, situation control you. Whatever it is that
enjoy it – how many of us say ‘I’d like to do you’re having to endure, do it in the knowthis or that, but never find the time’?
ledge that right now you’re the most importIf you are still working, then be aware that ant person in the world.

Letters to the Editor welcome – email: joe@evansprinting.ca or fax: 613-925-3472
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Staying #FortTownStrong during COVID-19
Stay home.
One positive out of
the COVID-19 pandemic is that I don’t have to
spend any time coming up with new ledes
for this column every
week. So the message
this time around is the
same as the one from
the last time around,
which was the same
as the one before that.
Stay tuned next week.
But I don’t expect the
opening two words will
change then, either.
Please stay home.
Flatten the curve. Stop
the spread. Look after
each other and do what
you can to protect us
all from this dangerous
virus.
Sadly, there isn’t
much to add to those
last
two
columns,
either. We have settled
into a new normal, one
without the casual gettogethers and social
gatherings that dominated our days just a
few short weeks ago.
I’ve gone from meetings in person to hol-

ing up at home with my
phone and the Zoom
app, praying that I remembered to tidy up
my office and put on
a half-decent shirt (no
comment on what I
may or may not be
wearing for pants) before answering the call
for another video meeting.
Meetings of our Municipal
Emergency
Control Group are now
a regular occurrence.
We have settled into a
twice-weekly
schedule, so that members
can receive regular updates, weigh in on decisions, and we can all
hook up with such key
regional partners as the
Leeds, Grenville & Lanark District Health Unit
and the Grenville OPP.
With that said, things
have settled there as
well since I declared
the state of emergency

a week ago. This past
Monday, for example,
the hot topics were
things like COVID-19
signage, what to do
about Sandy Hill Cemetery interments and
funeral services (allowed by provincial
regulation, but under
tight controls on the
number of mourners),
and requests from the
South Grenville Food
For All Food Bank and
Connect
Youth
for
added assistance during these challenging
times (both granted
immediately, due to the
urgency of their situations).
What we are facing
is becoming more and
more real, though. The
tragedy that is currently unfolding in
the Pinecrest Nursing
Home in Bobcaygeon is
underscoring what we
are up against here, sobering people up to the
importance of keeping
apart from others and,
yes, staying at home
whenever and how-

ever possible. We need
to take every measure
possible to prevent this
from happening here,
or anywhere.
And I am so tired of
the people who continue to go about their
daily lives because they
are not in a high-risk
category for a serious
bout with COVID-19.
For starters, we’re all at
risk here. Look at some
of the numbers and,
yes, some of the deaths.
Second, so what? All
lives are valuable. All
lives need to be protected.
It isn’t all grim,
though. While some
people remain determined not to get it, and
continue to put us all at
risk through continuing family house parties, gathering in parks,
not taking the proper
precautions in stores,
and so forth, there are
selfless acts taking
place each and every
day.
The main act of giving that I want to call

to everyone’s attention
this week is the Herculean effort being made
by a gathering of almost all of the LeedsGrenville Primary Care
Health Teams (specifically Leeds-Grenville,
Upper Canada, Athens,
Prescott, and Lanark
Leeds and Grenville
Mental Health and Addictions) to open and
operate the COVID-19
assessment centre at
the Brockville Memorial Centre. We desperately needed this sort
of site to properly deal
with the virus, and they
stepped forward to provide it.
Still, they need help.
An appeal has gone out
to local municipalities
to rally together and
support their outstanding work. A number of
us are rallying together
as I write this column
on Monday night to assist them, but we need
all of the big regional
players including the
United Counties of
Leeds and Grenville to

step up and use their
clout and resources at a
time when we are combating the most devastating health crisis to
hit Canada in a century.
These sorts of undertakings give me hope.
Take comfort in them
as well. Remember that
you are not alone. Do
what you can to build
that sense of teamwork
and togetherness. Donate time or money to
a good cause. Reach
out to an old friend or
a family member. Perhaps most importantly, take a moment to
laugh, and try to make
someone else laugh,
too. Uplifting someone’s spirits is invaluable in times like these.
In the end, we will
beat COVID-19 and all
of its accompanying
challenges through the
little gestures. Simple
acts of caring for one
another add up to community resilience and
Fort Town strength that
will triumph over any
sort of adversity.

A message from Mayor Pat Sayeau
The Municipal Emergency Control Group
met on Friday, March
27 to review the current
state of operations within our Township. We have
modified our activities to
further protect our em-

ployees and the general
public and are operating

within the limit of our resources.
I am totally confident
that the residents of
TWPEC are fully aware
of the seriousness of the
COVID-19
pandemic
and are taking every rec-

ommended measure to
self-isolate and practice
social distancing when
they leave their residence.
In North America and
in Canada, we have some
of the brightest minds in

the medical field working to find solutions and
vaccinations. We will
find a way to beat this.
Once we are able to do
wide-spread testing, and
get quick results, we will
be able to better control

the spread. We will then
start to see our economy
grow.
For updates to township services during the
COVID-19
pandemic,
visit us at www.twpec.
ca/covid19

Mayor declares an emergency in Augusta Township
After careful consideration and in consultation with the Municipal
Emergency
Control Group (MECG),
Mayor Doug Malanka
declared a municipal
state of emergency in
accordance with The
Emergency
Management and Civil Protection Act at 10:15 hours
on Friday March 27,
2020.
The declaration of an emergency,
under Section 4 (1) of
the Emergency Management
and
Civil
Protection Act, allows
the Township to use
all available options
to protect the health,
safety and welfare of
its residents and aligns
with the Government of
Ontario’s Declaration
of Emergency made
March 17, 2020. The
state of emergency is
effective immediately
and will remain in effect until further notice.
Declaring an emergency is not an indication that the crisis has
escalated in our community, rather it means

that the Township’s
priority is to be proactive and prepared.
It will ensure that Augusta Township’s municipal government can
continue to respond
quickly to the pandemic and any other events
that arise from it in the
weeks ahead. The formal Declaration also
provides the Township
of Augusta with additional powers and tools
to protect the health
and safety of residents.
It streamlines the decision-making process
through the MECG so
they can act as quickly
as possible when needed to do so.
Indeclaring
an
emergency
for
the
Township,I
wanted
to send a message to
Council, residents and
staff that:the battle
against COVID-19 is
likely to be long and

challenging; that the
Municipality is taking
situation seriously; and
that residents are expectedto do the same
and stay determined.
The Township has already taken measures
to ensure that the Staff
can continue to deliver
essential service to its
residents, and this has
resulted in inconveniences to all. Additional
measures may be needed until the worst passes and the declaration
of emergency allows
the Township to react
quickly. “Let’s continue
to do our part to flatten
the curve by acting on
the advice of our public health officials by
staying home, leaving
only if necessary, and
practicing physical distancing and protecting
our at-risk population”.
We need residents who
feel they are not at risk
personally to recognize how serious (and
potentially deadly) this
pandemic can be to all,
especially our elderly
and those with a com-

promised immune system.
Another MECG meeting was held on March
30, 2020 to address updates to COVID-19 and
to review the possibility
of spring flooding this
year along the St. Lawrence River. In terms of
COVID-19, MECG reviewed the Township’s
Emergency
Information Plan contained in
the Township’s Municipal Emergency Plan.
The object was to ensure that information
is being processed and
communicated according to the Plan. The
Community Emergency
Management Coordinator (CEMC), reminded
MECG members of the
need for them to keep
a log of meetings and
to review the process
for releasing important information to the
public. He further suggested that the Township involve its Youth
Advisory
Committee
consisting of youth in
the Community for
getting the message

on COVID-19 to this
part of the Township’s
demographics and to
get their feedback and
questions.
The CAO
advised MECG that Administration is finalizing the availability for
staff to work remotely
using the TEAMS program to ensure essential services are maintained.
Finance has
confirmed that while
interim taxes are due
March 31, 2020 interest will be waived until
April 30, 2020, which
is consistent with most
of our neighbouring
municipalities.
The
Public Works Managerconfirmed that signage was placed late last
week as well as a Facebook post to inform
residents that children
are to stay in vehicles
at Transfer Sites during this pandemic and
that the Township is
looking at alternatives
for the acceptance of
bulky waste with both
our contractor and
neighbouring municipalities. The Fire Chief

confirmed that the
Burn Ban is still active,
and all calls received
for burning complaints
are sent directly to the
Chief to limit firefighters in groups. Fire Chief
noted that the Burn
Ban is being imposed
to reduce the potential
of fire fighters being
exposed to contracting
COVID-19 and is no
longer connected with
the absence or abundance of rain. Discussion also covered how
to gain the cooperation
of our residents.
In terms of the potential for flooding
this spring along the
St. Lawrence River, the
MECG reviewed the
letter it plans to communicate to residents
for clarifying what services will be offered to
residents at risk relative to sand and sandbags. The finalized letter will be delivered to
residences at risk and
be posted on the Township’s website and social media sites within
the next days.
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Local distillery standing
up for frontline workers
By Veronica Burchell
JOHNSTOWN - King’s
Lock Distillery near
Prescott has changed
their production priority to making protective
hand sanitizer for first
responders.
Owner Laura Bradley
says the current need far
outweighs what they can
keep up with. On March
20, they received emails
from the involved government agencies asking
if they could, or would,
take on making this essential product. Since
they are a family-run
company, a meeting was
held with all involved
and the answer was a
fast and resounding ‘yes’.
But when word of
what they were doing got
out to the public, people
started arriving in droves
with bottles, cans and
containers. Bradley and

her son Nathan Heuval
says they felt “terrible
for turning them away”.
They have had to lock
the doors in order to
carry on with business.
“Our first responsibility must be to the first
responders and other
health-care
workers,”
says Bradley. “These are
the people dealing with
the sick; we have six fire
halls alone just in this
area. And many, many
homecare
workers,
ambulance drivers, and
nursing homes.”
“We’ve had doctors
and hospitals calling
from Toronto, Ottawa
and Montreal.”
Heuval is visibly upset
about the situation. He
says he had to deny local residents, and it hurt
him to do so. But people
were actually emptying out water bottles in
the distillery’s parking

lot, thinking they could
come in and fill them
up with hand sanitizer.
Everyone had a reason
why they should get priority preference.
“It was animalistic,”
he says, adding that he
has seen little good from
people during this crisis.
He is especially upset by
the newscasts of people
still gathering in parks,
beaches and house parties.
What does make him
and the rest of his family
feel better is the fact
that can help in their
own way with the crisis
at hand. That help is
two-fold; first supplying
the product, and secondly, ensuring that any
money earned above
their actual cost goes to
the South Grenville Food
Bank.
The recipe is simple
- high-proof alcohol

Staff at King’s Lock Distillery in Johnstown are working hard to ensure the safety of first responders. The local family-owned operation has switched to manufacturing hand sanitizer
amid the shortage brought on by Coronavirus.
Facebook photo

blended with glycerol
and distilled through the
proper equipment. They
currently have corn fermenting to provide the
alcohol. 8,000 litres of
corn will make 600 litres
of hand sanitizer.
The blending takes
a couple of hours per
batch, but filling the bottles is a lengthy process.
Especially now, when

the proper bottles are in
short supply. They had to
order more from outside
Canada, but that shipment will take a week or
more to arrive.
Bradley and husband
also have outside jobs
which they are managing to keep up with at
this point. There is also
the other side of the distillery business to keep

afloat. But even with
the stress of all these
demands, the Bradley
group will keep producing sanitizer as long as
they are physically able.
“If the people who are
supposed to protect us
can’t protect themselves
- if they can’t sanitize
themselves - where are
we going to be at?,” she
asks.

Prescott small business community rising to recent challenges
By Veronica Burchell
PRESCOTT - Pet food,
people food, and a ride to
get it all are still available
to residents of Prescott.
During the recent
closures of some businesses and downsizing of
others, most local retailers are figuring out ways
to change and adapt with
the times. Many have seen
a decrease in revenue but
are finding innovative
ways to make it up.
“I’ve actually seen some
parts of town I’ve never
been in before,” says Bob
Watson of Bobby’s Restaurant on King Street East.
After closing their dining
room 16 days ago, Watson instituted a delivery
service for his patrons old
and new.
The idea of delivery was
something he had never
explored before, but he
says it is going well. People
call in to order and he
leaves it on their front step
or porch. Almost everyone
is using credit card numbers to pay, or telephone
banking. In cases where
some elderly clients aren’t
set up to do that, they are

leaving money out for him
in an envelope.
He is down to a skeleton staff after having to
lay off most of his servers,
but says he and partner
Melissa - known to regular
patrons as Missy - and one
front counter person can
handle it for now.
Pizza tops the list of
take-out and delivery orders, but a lot of burgers,
poutines, and wraps are
being shuttled around
town as well. He says he
and his pared-down crew
will be open as long as
they can.
The virus closures are a
double hit for Watson. His
establishment had recently re-opened after a long
hiatus due to remodeling
and repair.
Across town at Pet
Valu, things inside look
about the same, except
for the addition of bright
red lines on the floor to
indicate where to stop
when you come in. Staff
are at the door to ensure
only two shoppers are in
the store at a time. Pets
are still welcome to come
in with their owners. The
treats usually handed out

are still available, but staff
doesn’t hand them directly to pets: they put them
out on in a small space
and Fido can help himself.
And that spot is sanitized
after each snack is eaten.
At Jim’s Taxi there are
only two drivers on duty,
but the business is still
open 24/7 at this point.
There is no dispatcher on
site and calls are being
routed right to the drivers.
“We are still afloat and
running,” said one driver
last week. “People still
have places they have to
go like for groceries and
doctor’s offices, so we will
be here for those who
need us.”
Prescott Smoke Shop
has seen a slight downturn of business and has
shortened their hours,
but are still seeing lots of
shoppers coming in for
necessities. In an interesting turnaround, they have
actually doubled their
usual egg order, now selling two cases a week as
opposed to the previous
single case.
“Eggs are nutritious
and inexpensive, so it kind
of makes sense,” says one

Familiar faces standing up for downtown businesses: a reduced staff at Bobby’s Restaurant
on King Street have pledged to stay open for delivery and takeout during the COVID-19
pandemic. This sentiment is becoming common among downtown Prescott businesses.
From left are Karen Smalley, Marilyn Greer, Melissa Hutt and restaurant owner Bob Watson.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

clerk. “And let’s face it hens aren’t going to stop
laying, and the eggs we
sell are processed in very
clean, bio-secure plants.”
The smoke shop is limiting the number of customers to two at a time
as well, and have a hand-

sanitizer station right inside the door. They have
also noticed a new kind
of respect from customers
- people aren’t handling
things and putting them
back on the shelves. Shoppers appear to be taking
more time to look at items

and only touching what
they intend to purchase.
“This is a good town
and most people are getting the message,” she
says. That sentiment was
echoed throughout the
small business community.
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Pancake house closed but
maple trees still in business
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
SPENCERVILLE - It is
said that time and tide
waits for no man. Apparently, neither does the
sap of maple trees.
Breakfasts are suspended
at
Hunter’s
Maple Products and Pancake House, but present
owner John Hunter and
his family are still collecting, boiling and bottling. Normally at this
time of year they are
open every weekend to
sell breakfast to the public. But during the current
COVID- 19 atmosphere
of closures, this seventhgeneration family business has had to make
some tough choices.
“We managed to get
three weeks in of having
our pancake house open”
says current owner John
Hunter. “But we had to
do the responsible thing
and close it off.”
Hunter did not get official notice that he had to
close until after the fact.
When he heard about
closures of similar services on the radio he decided to play it safe and
follow suit. Last Tuesday
he did receive a call from
the Leeds, Grenville and
Lanark Health Unit asking if they were closed;
this was three days after
he made it official himself.
“But we are still in production,” he adds. “I’m
here with my family collecting and producing,
just the way we’ve done it
for all these years. Product is still for sale for anyone who wants to make a
trip out. I’m letting one

or two people in at a time
and others are still welcome to walk through the
sugar bush if they want
to.”
Normally the pancake
house is open from the
end of February to the
end of April and would
see 6,000- 7,000 visitors
in that time. In the first
three weekends of this
season, they put through
about 1,000 before they
closed the kitchen and
dining room.
Making syrup from
sap takes a number
of steps, and the right
weather conditions play
a role too. This year happens to be a good year Mother Nature is doing
her part - and Hunter’s
was on track to have a
successful season. With
the purchase of a new
boiler just this year, John
had even cut production
time down.
In previous years it
took
four-and-a-half
hours to produce twoand-a-half gallons. The
ratio is roughly 40:1 - 40
gallons of sap to make
one gallon of syrup.
Hunter’s quality has always been over the government approved standard and remains so.
The syrup farm started when Hunter’s greatgreat-great Grandfather
Andrew and wife Janet
emigrated here in 1821
with their seven children. They bought 100
acres east of Spencerville
on what today is County
Road 21. Since that time,
some members of each
generation have worked
in the syrup business.

Now, Hunter’s children
and grandchildren help
out either in the kitchen,
the dining room or in
the actual making of the
syrup and other products
such as maple butter,
maple fudge, and maple
sugar candy. There is always collecting and processing to do and syrup
is bottled in several sizes
and types of containers,
including glass, plastic,
and metal cans.
Hunter’s also supplies
syrup for a boutique shop
in Toronto which specializes in home-made
products from around
the province. They also
take orders for 50 or 60
ml specialty containers
for weddings and other
events.
Whether the serving end of the business
will reopen this year is
still to be decided. If the
closures carry on too far
into April, there will be
no time for Hunter to
return to offering breakfast. With farm acreage to
plant and other seasonal
necessities coming up,
he just isn’t sure if the
family will be able to reopen the kitchen.
“We’ve been here for
seven generations and
probably three or four
more,” says Hunter. “This
will be a setback for us
but we will get through
it - this is a product made
here and made well and
you can trust it because
you know where it comes
from. I know our people
will eventually be back
and we’ll be here whenever that happens.” he
says.

Maple syrup still slentiful: John Hunter of Hunter’s Maple Products shows how the sap becomes syrup at his sugar bush on Highway 21 near Spencerville. His pancake breakfasts are
cancelled but bottling of the amber syrup goes on.
JOURNAL PHOTO/ BURCHELL

Certain sales up in town hardware store
CARDINAL - With
more people staying
home, paint and other
home-improvement
products are actually enjoying a surge in
sales.
Burchell’s
Home
Hardware in Cardinal is
in the same empty boat
as other stores when it
comes to gloves, hand
sanitizer and cleaning
supplies. But they have
found paint sales to be

up by a small margin.
“Thousands of workers are now at home trying to stay busy,” says
Kevin Burchell, who
operates the store with
his wife Lisa, his family,
and a small staff. “The
upside of being at home
is having the time to
spend on your house.”
The store is also a social hub in the village.
They care about their
customers and know

90 percent of them by
name. Burchell says
people have always
stopped by to talk but
now those conversations are 15 minutes instead of the usual five.
And the content is decidedly different.
Everyone who comes
in still discusses the
weather, but now there
is always a question or
two about the current
virus situation. And

when people enquire of
the Burchells, “how are
you?”, it is asked more
sincerely rather than as
an opening statement.
This is one Home
Hardware where they
haven’t yet had to limit
the number of people
in the store at one time.
Customers are doing
that themselves.
“Most people are
getting the message
and using common

sense. They are limiting
themselves by looking
around to see how many
are in here” he says. Last
Thursday people were
observed waiting outside until other patrons
finished and left.
“And they are keeping their distance from
each other without being told to,” he adds.
He credits these acts
of responsibility to the
recent barrage of news-

casts and the inherent
sense of rural residents.
This hardware family
vows to stay informed
and up-to-date, taking
things one day at a time
- the one concession
they have made is a new
Sunday closure.
Other than that one
day of the week, they
will continue to serve
their “family” of customers as long as needed.

A picture of calm amid the chaos of Corona
BY VERONICA BURCHELL
PRESCOTT - The Front
Porch Project is bringing
a little “normal” back into
focus in these troubled
times. What’s more common than trading pictures
of your kids with relatives
and friends?
Photographer Ashton
Mayes is taking pictures
of local people and posting them on her website
so family and friends can
see their loved ones and

neighbours are alright. It’s
a way to “visit” them from
the safe distance the internet provides.
“I’m a photographer,
and people kept sending
me messages about this
idea, which originated in
Boston,” she explains. “It
seemed like a great idea
and a way to help multiple people at one time.”
The project works like
this: folks reach out to
Mayes and make an appointment to have their

photo taken on their front
porch or a similar setting.
She keeps her physical
distance, using her camera equipment to get a
nice close-up.
People can choose to
have her post the photo
on social media or have
it emailed back to them.
The cost of having this
new-age portrait is then
donated to the local food
bank. Her website provides the link to make
the donation from the

safety of the subject’s own
home.
“Everybody wins,” says
Mayes. “The people have
minimal exposure to me,
and I keep my distance.
Then they make a goodwill donation to the food
bank and families get to
see that Mom and Dad or
Grandma and Grandpa
are still okay and smiling.”
To make an appointment to be part of the
Front Porch Project, contact Mayes through her

Facebook page AmayesZing Photography or email

her at im.amayeszing@
gmail.com

Fine Leather and Cashmere Knit
Accessories at Factory Outlet Pricing
NYC Fashions at
30 to 70% off MSRP

PORTOLANO GLOVE OUTLET
PORTO
840 Walker St., Prescott, ON

613-925-4242
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10:00 - 4:30
outlet@portolano.com
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COVID-19 affects everybody
SGDHS Voice
by Ahsen Doner
Coronavirus has been
affecting locals a lot. Due
to the epidemic, schools
in Ontario are closed.
What about international
students who left their
family from thousands
of kilometers away and
came to Canada for experience? How are they
affected by this situation?
There have been a lot
of exchange students
who were asked to leave
or decided to leave Canada. Some had some
problems with finding
a flight or had to leave

without saying ‘bye’ to
their friends.
There is the fear of being asked to fly back while
airports are a potential
source of Coronavirus,
also of not being able to
hug and say goodbye to
people they have met on
this journey, and most
importantly, not knowing
when this fearful period
is going to end.
Besides wearing on
our nerves, social distancing has been canceling
march break plans and
more plans. As everybody
should do, staying inside
has caused boredom and

the desire to go socialize. After all, humans are
social creatures and not
being in public can affect
them negatively.
Last Friday, one of
my very close German
friends, who I met the
day I came to Canada
and we have been talking since that day, had to
leave due to his parents
wanting him to go back
to Germany. We couldn’t
meet up to say goodbye.
He is only one example,
who was my close friend,
but there have been more
international friends of
mine living in Prescott

and Brockville asked to
leave Canada. Countless
students went back to
their country or will go
back in this month. We
certainly can’t say that the
rest of the international
students will stay until
the end of school year.
One international and
exchange student program, the AFS Agency,
drew back its students
(mostly Thai students)
to their home countries.
This Monday, Spanish
Agency FAO, which gives
scholarships and brings
hundreds of Spanish students to North America

every year, drew back
their students too. My
Spanish friend, Albert
Font Guixe, is one of the
FAO students that was
sent back. He said, “It is
very stressful and sad. I
wouldn’t think it would
happen the year I came to
Canada. I am very upset
for leaving my friends I
have made. Also, I had
plans and didn’t think
‘leaving’ has to happen
so soon.”
As an International
student, I have been going through the same
things. We haven’t gone
to public places for more

than a week now. Reading
books, watching TV, playing games… that’s how I
spend time with my host
family. I encourage other
international students to
look on the bright side as
best they can. The ones
who are staying here in
Canada like me, this is
not a time with rainbows
and sunshine (besides
metaphor truly weather
is unpredictable these
days) focus on independent studying and trying
new things or spending
more fun time with your
host parents and make
more memories.

The United Counties of
Leeds and Grenville is maintaining all of its critical services, is reporting good staffing and supply levels, and is
closely monitoring the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on its residents.
The number of confirmed
cases has risen to 15 in the
tri-county area.
“Declaring an emergency
doesn’t give us any additional powers that we require
right now,” Warden Sayeau
said. “We’re continuing to
monitor the situation closely

and are working with the
Leeds-Grenville and Lanark
District Health Unit and our
other frontline partners.”
His
comments
followed the second Municipal Emergency Control
Group (MECG) meeting
Monday with updates from
the Health Unit’s Dr. Paula
Stewart, Leeds and Grenville
OPP officials, Fire Service,
Counties Paramedic Service,
Community and Social Services, Finance, Public Works
departments, and Maple
View Lodge long-term care

facility.
Dr. Stewart said the confirmed cases, some with
“significant symptoms,” are
spread throughout the Lanark, Leeds-Grenville catchment area. Four cases were
identified at a Lanark County
long-term facility. Leeds
Grenville Chief Administrative
Officer Andy Brown said
Counties staff have worked
to adjust programming and
services where needed while
following provincial and
federal guidelines. New pro-

grams and services are being
developed in response to the
pandemic, he noted.
“We have been able to
maintain and deliver the
critical services our residents and businesses need,”
Brown said.
Emergency daycare centres will be opening within a
week at locations in Brockville and Kemptville for frontline healthcare workers and
emergency first responders,
including paramedic, police,
and fire service workers.
The Leeds Grenville Para-

medic Service, a critical service provided by the Counties, is reminding residents
of the importance of only
calling 911 in true emergencies.
Paramedic Service Chief
Jeff Carss said area residents are understandably
concerned. Some may feel
they have symptoms of
COVID-19 and are seeking
more information. However,
calling 911 is only advised if
you have severe symptoms,
including difficulty breathing.

If you believe you have
symptoms of COVID-19 but
they are not severe, contact:
• Your primary health
care provider
• The Leeds, Grenville
& Lanark District Health
Unit and see the COVID-19
Coronavirus
information
page
• Call Telehealth Ontario
at 1-866-797-0000
• Use the Ontario Assessment Tool MECG is
scheduled to meet again
next Monday or sooner if required.

Counties maintaining critical services as cases locally hits 15

MEMORIES
OF
YESTERDAY
Mary Cook

let me go into Renfrew with
her to make her weekly deliveries, and one of the first
stops was at Mrs. Stewart’s,
which always made me tingle with excitement. She was
always waiting at the door
for Mother, who delivered
the same thing every Saturday…a freshly killed chicken, cleaned and trussed, a
pound of butter, sticky buns,
and a dozen eggs...Mother
always added an extra egg to
the dozen.
That Saturday, along with
the money, Mrs. Stewart
handed Mother a wrapped
parcel, tied up with white
cord. “For the children,” was
all she said. I was all for tearing right into it as soon as we
got back in the buggy, but
Mother was having none of
that...it was for all of us and
it would be opened at the

supper table.
And there it sat, right
through the meat, potatoes,
turnips, cabbage salad, and
a fruit nappy of raspberry
preserves. I thought Emerson was going to choke - he
was eating so fast, never
taking his eyes off the parcel, which sat in front of
Mother’s plate. Of course the
kitchen had to be redded up,
the table wiped clean, and
the floor swept.
And then Mother took the
scissors, cut the cord (which
of course had to be saved),
and unwrapped the parcel.
There were five brand new
books, two of them with
cloth covers! A note from
Mrs. Stewart said she knew
how much we children loved
to read, and since we were
only allowed one book each
from the town library, these
books were ours to keep.
There was a great to-do
over who would get which
book, but Mother settled
that in a hurry, handing
Audrey the top one, and
working down to the one
on the bottom of the pile

Here for our
community

Drive Thru
open 24/7

110 Prescott Centre Drive
TIM10847_DriveThru_LRT_E.indd 1

2020-03-20 18:57

which was for me. There
were books by someone
called Horatio Alger, and
Louisa Mae Alcott, and my
book was called Heidi...
it with a cloth cover! Such

elegance, I had never seen
the like.
Each of us had to write
a letter of thanks to Mrs.
Stewart, andT:5"I knew the
next Saturday there would

be extra eggs, the fattest
chicken Mother could
find, and a pickle jar of
fresh cream, all dropped
off at Mrs. Stewart’s house
on the hill in Renfrew.

2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

What you need to know
to help you and your
family stay healthy.
• Only visit an assessment centre if you have
been referred by a health care professional.
• Avoid non-essential travel.
• Monitor for symptoms after travel.
• Avoid large gatherings.
• Be prepared, but avoid panic stocking.
• Caring for those who are ill? Take precautions.
• Clean high-touch surfaces regularly.
• Order your prescription medication.
• Practice cough and sneeze etiquette in transit.

If you have symptoms, take the self-assessment
at ontario.ca/coronavirus. Or call Telehealth
Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 (TTY: 1-866-797-0007)
or your public health unit.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

T:7"

My sister Audrey said
Mrs. Stewart had something
to do with the town library,
and that’s why we got library
cards in the first place. But I
knew it was because Mother
made such a fuss the day
she took us in for books, and
we were told that because
we came from the country, we couldn’t take books
out. There was such a row,
and the memory of that day
would stay with me forever.
We finally came home with a
book each.
Now, it wouldn’t have surprised me in the least if Mrs.
Steward did, in fact, have her
hand in running the library,
because she was into just
about everything in Renfrew,
including the Women’s Temperance Association and the
Rebecca Lodge, where she
was deeply appreciated…
being part of one of the richer families in Renfrew.
I had no idea how she
found out that we were only
allowed one book each from
the town library, but it didn’t
surprise me in the least. It
was a Saturday, and Mother

Mrs. Stewart’s gift
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RECOVERED

RELICS

Generously contributed by the Grenville County Historical Society

From the Prescott Journal March 25, 1992

Broomball champs
March 1949

Jin’s Hideaway captured the playoff championship of the Cardinal Broomball League last Thursday night beating Scorpion Restaurant 4-0
to win the best of five series in four games. Team members are front row, from left to right Ken Murphy, ron Earl, Darcy Last. Back row, from
left to right, Don Adams, coach, Paul Calhoun, Paul Armstrong, Steve Adams, Shawn Taylor, Shawn Patrick, Trevor Gill, Jeff Allan. Absent,
Jeff Byrd, Phil Johnston, Mark Collins, Ross Hagen.

From the Prescott Journal March 17, 1960

Dillingham Trophy winners
Paul A. Dillingham, right, is shown with the winners of the Dillingham Trophy at the Prescott
Curling Rink, Saturday night. Left to right are M. Watts, lead; Harry Gilchrist, second; Earl
Barton, third, and Daunt Flemming, skip, and Mr. Dillingham.

March 1986

March 1903

March 1960
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Ovens still warm at busy village pantry
By Veronica Burchell
SPENCERVILLE - A
long-time favorite stop
in the village is still open
for business. Owner
Carol Kirkby says she
will keep serving the
public as long as she’s allowed.
“Right now we’ve
seen a small downturn
in, but not too bad,” says
Kirkby, who has operated The Village Pantry
for over 20 years. “A little
less busy than usual but
not as bad as it could or might soon - be.”
Kirkby says she has
not cut any staff hours
but is closing one hour
earlier in the evening.
This is a move she considered all winter but
has finally put into practice.
Her biggest concessions to current times
includes making more
space between customers and asking people to
wait before approaching the front counter.
Her staff has a reputation for having a smile
and friendly greeting for
every customer, and this
has only increased.
The other famous
thing about this general
store-plus-takeout restaurant hasn’t changed

either. Those enormous,
home-made,
frosted
cinnamon buns are
still going out the door
with almost every customer. Featured once on
CJOH’s Regional Contact program, this popular confection is considered the local symbol
of The Village Pantry. If
you’ve got one in your
hand, everyone immediately knows where
you’ve been shopping.
“Yes, we still have
them and we will have
them every day,” says
Kirkby, laughing. “They
have become the thing
we are really known for
out here.”
Other takeout items
include pizza and sandwiches, and the shop
does a brisk trade in
both.
Although
her
breakfast customers are
a little sparse now with
not as many people
heading in for coffee,
there are still lots of
take-out orders coming
in.
“People rely on us to
be here and we intend
to be, for as long as we
can,” she says. “Unless
the government starts
shutting down this kind
of small business, I intend to be here and be
open.”

Cinnamon buns still a hot sell: Even with fewer people out on the streets in Spencerville, this kitchen is still busy turning
out a local favourite. From left are Linda Mellon, Carol Kirkby and Kailee Byers on duty at The Village Pantry.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

Peer helping on the schedule at Walker House
We periodically have
workshops here where
members
volunteer
to help others with a
craft or project, and
we affectionately call
these “the blind leading the blind”, because
we do not claim to be
experts in the field; we
are just sharing what
experience we have.
Well, it’s my turn this
week! I have purchased
Zoom for Walker House
and I’ll be trying out a
couple of virtual meetings here because I miss
you!
Obviously, some of

WALKER HOUSE

NEWS
Susan Vallom

our activities are going
to be hard to do in a
virtual mode, but how
nice would it be to pour
yourself a coffee, grab
your yarn, and share an
hour with your knitting
group? All you need is
a computer, tablet, or
smartphone that has
a camera and a microphone and you’ll be
good to go. Take some

time before your first
meeting to download
Zoom from the app
store (it’s free to use), I
will be the host and I’ll
send out emails to the
group that contain a
link that you follow to
your meeting and voila!
There will be a bit of
a learning curve, but I
think it will be so worth
it! If you want to join in
and you aren’t on our
email list, then you can
send me a request at
walkerhouse@prescott.
ca. I’ll advertise upcoming group meets in advance on our Facebook

page and also via our
email newsletter. I also
have the ability to start
a chat and then pass
the host torch to one of
you, so send me your
requests and I’ll try to
accommodate you. If
possible, try to stick
to the time and day of
your regular activities
here just to avoid a pileup.
For now, I have
scheduled
a
meet
with our craft group
on Tuesday, April 7 at
1:00pm and art studio
time with our painters
on Wednesday, April

8 at 1:00pm. Wish me
luck – I think this could
be a game changer for
our mental health as
we stay safe at home
in the coming weeks.
Continue to reach out
to your friends who are
not computer literate
because the phone calls
really mean a lot.
I am here to help you
out if you want to order from O’Reilly’s but
aren’t comfortable on
the computer or don’t
have internet at home.
Call me at 613-9255300 and I will happily enter your order.

You just need to go to
the store at the prearranged time and you
can even have your groceries delivered to your
trunk which helps protect both you and their
amazing staff.
I have no card scores
to post obviously, but
my husband has been
playing euchre over
the computer and the
big winner there is
our nephew Brendan.
Chris
unfortunately
claims the booby prize
for himself. Clearly, the
student has surpassed
his master!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Fear not!

Dear Editor,
We have heard from
politicians, public health
officials and doctors regarding our response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. As a
local Christian minister, I
would like to add my voice
in response to the crisis facing our community, country and the world.
I was reading about the
Spanish Flu pandemic of
1918-1919. I came across a
newspaper article regarding
the closing of Churches. In
part it states: “Bemidji, Minnesota’s Mayor Charles W.
Vandersluis had asked the
newspaper to announce

that all schools, churches,
motion picture theaters
and all places of public
gathering in Bemidji would
be closed as a precautionary measure against the
spread of the Spanish influenza pandemic. About
500 million people -- onethird of the world’s population -- became infected
with the Spanish flu virus.
About 675,000 Americans
were among the 50 million
people worldwide who died
from the virus.
Churches are closed in
our area in response to Public Health directives and our
continued mission to be so-

cially responsible. We need
to be compliant to their advice and recommendations.
Whether you believe that
this pandemic is 1) a medical emergency, 2) God judging the world for turning
away from faith in Him, or
3) that the devil is responsible for this attack on the
health and wellbeing of the
world’s population or any or
all or none of these, the fact
is that all the officials who
speak conclude that the
virus will spread. We will get
though this together. But it
is bigger than any government, any health care system and any amount of

money we throw at it.
There is no mention that
we should pray and turn to
God, to seek His help, guidance and wisdom. We are
trying to run the world on
our own human wisdom.
Don’t get me wrong, I totally
support the personal sacrifices that our governments,
health care workers and
others are making to keep
us safe and treat those who
are sick. My heart goes out
to those who have lost loved
ones, been laid off work,
own businesses and all
who are facing social and
financial hardships. But we
would do well to call upon

God to intervene and help
us.
A word of hope: In the
Old Testament book of 2
Chronicles we read these
words: “When I shut up the
heavens so that there is no
rain, or command locusts
to devour the land or send
a plague among my people,
if my people, who are called
by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and
seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then will
I hear from heaven and will
forgive their sins and will
heal their land.”
I believe that God is calling the world to turn to

Him. Now is the opportunity to acknowledge that we
have gone astray and need
to come to Him, to have a
relationship with Jesus for
spiritual, physical and social health. When we do,
his promise is that He will
forgive us and heal our
land (world). When we do,
the love of Christ removes
fear from our hearts. I encourage you to read Psalm
91 and make it a prayer for
you, your family and the
world.
Rev. David Hooper
St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church
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New businesses lining up for revised downtown spaces
the idea of a boutique industry on the site. 112 King
Street was until recently the
home of Young’s of Prescott.
“I changed my plan
when these businesses
came to me about adding more services,” Davies
says. “Now I plan to use the
space to offer sites for several small businesses,” says
Davies, an electrician by
trade. “There are also ten
apartments on the upper
floors to renovate and rent.”
He is carrying out most of
the work himself at this
stage.
The changes are planned
in two stages. The first half
of the ground floor renovation is planned for the
former Young’s store and
includes partitioning off

By Veronica Burchell
PRESCOTT - A new industrialized business boutique is generating a lot of
interest in Prescott’s downtown. Prospective shop
owners are already contacting the current owner to
reserve spaces.
The two conjoined
buildings at 124 and 112
King Street West are under
renovations to house the
new mews-style operation.
Owner Ashley Davies of
Johnstown started initial
construction and changes
mid-March.
Glitz Spa was already in
business at 124 King Street
and was set to add a dental hygienist. Other professionals expressed interest
in joining in and Davies got

space for several businesses. When that’s complete,
Glitz will move over to that
spot and their current shop
at 124 will come under construction. That part of the
process is on track right
now to be completed by
June.
The proposed name of
the entire boutique setting
will be “Glitz Industrialized
Business Boutique”. All the
business applicants so far
are women, and Davies is
impressed with the entrepreneurial spirit they have
shown him. He believes
their plans are sound and
will offer something brand
new and original to Prescott’s downtown business
section.
While the ground level

613-925-4265
All Classified Advertising
Payable In Advance

Classifieds will be accepted by telephone
or email, but must be paid by 4pm
Monday for publication on Wednesday.

work progresses, Davies
will simultaneously continue the rehab of the upper apartments, which he
has already started. Those
ten spaces were in “decent
shape”, he says, and he is
currently working on the
drywall upstairs.
The entire project, including a new street-friendly storefront on the eastern
half, is expected to take two
years, barring any delays.
Davies has given up his fulltime employment to concentrate on this project.
There is also tear-down
and new construction to
be done at the back of both
buildings to allow for more
parking spaces. Under municipal bylaws, there must
be adequate parking for

Building a new business: Ashley Davies of Johnstown is
renovating the old Young’s of Prescott and the building attached to the west. Plans are in place to bring in several new
businesses.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

both the businesses and the
apartments.
“It’s a big project, but
very worthwhile,” says
Davies. “Prescott needs this

and the business owners
have expressed a real interest in locating here. It’s a
win-win for downtown and
residents alike.”
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No one knows our heartaches
Only those who have
lost can tell
Of the grief that we
bare in silence
For the one we loved so well
Forever loved & missed
Herb, Kerry, Leanne,
Randall & families

Public Vehicle & Equipment Auctions - Monthly
Furniture Auctions - Monthly
Liquidation Sales - Daily
Check the website for dates, times & inventory
www.rideauauctions.com
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MORTGAGES

DECLINED BY YOUR BANK?
WE CAN HELP!
st
nd
1 , 2 , 3rd MORTGAGES
Debt Consolidation
Renovations, Tax Arrears
Mortgage Arrears, Debt problems
CONSOLIDATE YOUR DEBT NOW!!!
CUT MONTHLY PAYMENTS
UP TO 75%
No Income, Bad Credit
Bankruptcy, Proposal
Power of Sale Stopped!!!
FREE APPRAISALS
CALL US FIRST FOR
A FREE CONSULTATION

VOLUNTEERS

YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE
STARTS RIGHT HERE!
Imagine a place where you can
spark extraordinary moments
for girls in your community.
As a Girl Guide volunteer,
you’ll inspire girls and be
their mentor as they explore
new challenges, develop
ready-for-anything skills and
empower each other
along the way.
When you volunteer with
Girl Guides, you’re teaching
girls that there are no limits.

1-800-282-1169

APPLY TODAY!

www.mortgageontario.com

girlguides.ca/leaders

(Licence #10969)

1-800-565-8111

BUSINESS OPPS.

ADVERTISING

MORTGAGES
1st & 2nd MORTGAGES from
2.95% 5 year VRM and 2.79%
5 year FIXED OAC. All Credit
Types Considered. Serving all
Ontario for over 36 years.
Purchasing, Re-financing, Debt
Consolidation, Construction, Home
Renovations...CALL 1-800-225-1777,
www.homeguardfunding.ca (LIC
#10409).

ATTN: ONTARIO INVENTORS!!
Need Inventing Help?
Call Davison!!
Ideas Wanted!
CALL DAVISON TODAY:
1-800-256-0429
OR VISIT US AT:
Inventing.Davison.com/Ontario
FREE Inventor's Guide!!

REACH MILLIONS OF CUSTOMERS
IN ONTARIO WITH ONE EASY
CALL!
Your Classified Ad or Display Ad
would appear in weekly newspapers
each week across Ontario in urban,
suburban and rural areas.
For more information Call Today
647-350-2558.

ENTERTAINMENT
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www.kemptvillelivemusicfestival.com

Art for art’s sake
You may have seen a
lot of articles about the
importance of the arts
over the past week. I am
not here to write about
that today. We are all in
this together as a community. Everyone is important. Our local people
and
businesses
are
suffering and will suffer
over the next few weeks
or months.
The arts are a daily part
of our lives. We, as artists,
don’t have to over-sell
ourselves and our prod-

Behind

The CurTain
Richard
Willis

uct to our public. We
create, and we show
what we create. If it’s
good and it touches you,
then you will invest in
our art. Art and the kind
of art we enjoy is a personal choice. Mine is the-

atre… especially Shakespeare. Yours might be
various china elephants.
It doesn’t matter. Whatever it is, it vibrates with
us on a personal level.
The arts will need
support in the next
year. Everyone will need
support in the next year.
As Artistic Director of
Prescott’s St. Lawrence
Shakespeare
Festival,
it’s comforting to know
that we’re in a large boat
along with the RSC, the
Stratford Festival, Shaw

Festival, London’s West
End, Broadway, and
many, many others. This
artistic boat has a massive hole in it, and there’s
stormy weather ahead.
As we go through
this though, I do hope
you try some art of your
own…if you’re not doing this already. Pick up
a guitar, paintbrush or
pen; snap photographs
with your phone, listen
to music. Write a poem,
a short story or start that
biography.

My fellow artists make
art their life. We’re used
to hardships and hard
knocks. We’ll find a way
to bring our art to you.
Right now - stay safe,
look after yourselves
and others. Support your
local businesses. This
newspaper.
And, when you can,
make some art.
Richard
Sheridan-Willis
Artistic Director
St. Lawrence
Shakespeare Festival

Upper Canada Playhouse
suspends season
We’re not cancelling
the season. We’re just
cancelling our add-on
show Sweet Dreams: A
Tribute to Patsy Cline
in March. Hopefully
our regularly scheduled shows for the rest
of the season will still
be on. But we’ll wait
until April 20 to re-asses where we’re at then
in this highly volatile
situation and keep our
patrons informed as
we go forward. “Like
everyone else,” says
Playhouse Artistic Dir-

ector Donnie Bowes.
Unfortunately fans
of Leisa Way and Patsy
Cline will have to wait
until 2021 to experience this
s h o w
w h i c h
had
a
sold-out
run before the
current
situation
emerged.
Playhouse patrons
will be issued either a
refund or exchange for
their Patsy Cline tickets. However, the theatre asks that patrons
communicate with the
box office by phone or
email only. If patrons
must visit the box office in person, they
are asked to adhere to

social distancing and
self-monitoring practices to ensure that all
safety and preventative
measures are taken. A
screening
tool
for
these precautions
will
be
posted on
the box office door.
The
box
office will
be equipped with hand
sanitizers and all surfaces will be sanitized
on a regular basis.
The theatre stresses
that this is not a cancellation of the entire
Playhouse 2020 season but a temporary
suspension of all programming and rental
activities until April 20

LAuzon TenT renTALs

when the continuation of their 2020
scheduled season will
be re-assessed. Upper
Canada Playhouse is
exercising an abundance of care to ensure that the safety
and well-being of their

patrons is a priority.
The theatre looks forward to resuming its
2020 season when it is
safe to do so and will
inform patrons about
their ongoing plans
during this constantly
evolving situation.

SOUTH GRENVILLE

Live performances
South Grenville
Bluegrass Festival
New Date - August 6-9, 2020
-Larry Efaw and
the Bluegrass
Mountaineers
-Edgar Loudermilk
Band
-Eddie Leblanc and
Friends
-Acoustical Strings
-Concession 23
-Bill White and
White Pine

Kemptville Live
July 23-26, 2020
-Randy Bachman and
Burton Cummings
-Steve Miller Band
-Glass Tiger -David
Clayton Thomas
-Lighthouse -Honeymoon Suite
-Andy Kim -More..

Tents • Chairs • Tables • Tablecloths
• Dance Floors • Tent Flooring • BBQs

Guy Lauzon

613-657-4857

www.lauzontentrentals.ca

www.boneyard.ca

613-330-6060

Cardinal, Ontario

Proudly Servi ng
PreScott an d area

Dining Room CLoseD
OWNERSHIP

Delivery only

186 King St. W. Prescott

613-925-0174
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ATV season
approaches
The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) East
Region
Snowmobile
ATV Vessel Enforcement
(SAVE)
Unit
would like to take this
opportunity to remind
ATV users of some basic
safety guidelines.
With the spring thaw
it is important to recognize that ice is more
unsafe and unpredictable than even a few
weeks ago. This also
means the shutdown of
the recognized snowmobile trails, many of
which are on private
property. The current
pandemic also brings
with it a potential lack
of resources. Many
small businesses and
gas stations with trail
access may be operating on reduced schedules or not operating
at all. Please check before you head out to
avoid being stranded.
The OPP SAVE team remains fully committed
to our mandate of creating the safest trails
and waterways pos-

sible through education, enforcement and
proactive patrols. To
make your day as safe
and fun as possible;
•
Exercise
caution and ride within
laws that are designed
to keep you safe while
operating any type of
off-road vehicle (ORV ).
• Riders and passengers must always wear
a securely fastened and
approved helmet.
• Do not consume
alcohol, operating an
ATV while impaired
incurs the same penalties as driving a vehicle
while impaired.
• Always ensure you
are legally allowed to
ride the area you are in.
• Let someone know
where you are going
and when you will be
returning.
• Remember cell service is not always available along the trails.
• Wear protective
clothing and footwear,
keep in mind weather
can change quickly this
time of year
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3506 Coons Road, Brockville
613-345-6977 1-855-MYTILES
www.tiletechflooring.com

SALES & SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8:00-5:30 • SAT 9:00-3:00

Last
day to
register
for minor
hockey
From the South
Grenville Minor
Hockey Association
SGMHA Families
In light of the recent
COVID-19
Pandemic,
we have changed the
dates for next season’s
SGMHA registration.
The current date of
April 1 for online registration will remain the
same. It is important to
keep this date so that we
have an accurate outlook of numbers. This
date is just to register
your children.
We will move the
deposit payment date
to May 15. This is the
$150.00 deposit per
family.
If you have any questions or concerns about
registration, please contact our Registrar Cindy
Kippax at rckippax@
gmail.com
Stay safe Rangers!

Last shot fired
One of the final pucks to enter the net during a 2020 National Capital Junior Hockey
League (NCJHL) game came from the stick of young Kurt. The Cardinal youth managed
to score a prize by hitting the intermission target during the final Ranger game at the
Ingredion Centre prior to the halt of league play.

JOURNAL PHOTO/MARTELLE

Grenville
SouthSouth
Grenville

SPORTS
CALENDAR
SPORTS CALENDAR

Stay tuned for
upcoming sports
South
Grenville
South
Grenville
rescheduling
SPORTS
CALENDAR
SPORTS
CALENDAR
and news
Stay Safe!
South Grenville Sports Calendar is made possible through the support of these contributing businesses.

Send us your sporting event information

2020
2020

MeMbership
MeMbership

NOW
ON
SALE

Prescott
Prescott Golf
Golf Club
Club
900
Boundary
Street
900 Boundary Street
Prescott,
Prescott, Ontario
Ontario

613.925.5006
613.925.5006

2020
2020

MeMbership
MeMbership

33 Technicians
Technicians
NOW
+5+5 Service
Service Bays
Bays
+72
Years
Experience
ON
+72 Years Experience
Car
care
CarSALE
care you
you can
can Depend
Depend on!
on!

Prescott Golf Club

Prescott Golf Club
G.T.
G.T. Automotive
Automotive
900
Boundary
(Garry
900Tracey)
Boundary Street
Street
(Garry Tracey)
John St. Cardinal
John St. Cardinal
613-657-3116
613-657-3116

Prescott,
Prescott, Ontario
Ontario

613.925.5006
613.925.5006

South
South Grenville
Grenville Sports
Sports
Calendar
Calendar is
is made
made possible
possible
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WHEELS
What should be in my car’s emergency kit?

It’s a worst-case scenario for any driver – you’re
stranded on a deserted
road with no immediate
help in sight. The situation worsens if it’s in the

middle of winter. Things
can quickly become
dangerous if you’re not
prepared. Every driver
should have an emergency roadside kit in their

vehicle so they’re always
ready for car breakdowns
or bad weather.
If you don’t want to
build your own, there
are many pre-packed

Emergency roadside kit

checklist:

• Jumper cables
• Folding shovel
• Tire puncture seal/inflator
• Ice scraper
• Blankets (a reflective “survival”
blanket is even better)
• Winter hat and gloves
• Candle in a deep can and matches
• First-aid kit
• Flashlights (one with a red/orange
emergency cone attachment if
possible) and extra batteries
• Whistle
• Roll of paper towels
• Roll of duct tape
• Pen and paper
• Granola, energy bars or a few nonperishable food items
• Dry sand and/or kitty litter
• Road flares or warning light
• Bottled water
• Road map
C A N A D A’ S B E S T- S E L L I N G *
AUTOMOTIVE BRAND

• Fire extinguisher
• A reliable container that will store
these items and keep them dry
• Fully charged cellphone
• Phone charger

Bonus items for your
emergency kit:
• Spray bottle with washer fluid
• Tire pressure gauge
• Two quarts of oil
• Antifreeze
•Extra fuses
• Assorted tools
• Disposable camera (to record an
accident for insurance purposes)
• An extra $20 (small bills and change
is always good to have)
• Hand or feet warmers
• Tow rope

emergency kits available
for purchase at retailers
like Home Depot or Canadian Tire. If you decide
to go with one of these

kits, check it over and
see if there are any additional items you can add
to tailor the kit to your
needs. Make a note to re-

view the kit twice a year
to check that all these
items are still in the kit
and to replace any expired products.

Oil Change

with
Multi-Point
Vehicle
health
insPection*

$89.95

*includes brake
inspection & tire rotation
101 Development Drive

(Just north of the 401 exit in Prescott)

613-925-5941• 1-800-924-9410
www.riversideofprescott.com

I 11 YEARS IN A ROW
EXPLORER

F-150

ESCAPE

FIND OUT MORE AT FINDYOURFORD.CA.

SHOW US YOUR RIDE!!
Be it a flawlessly restored classic, a rusty wreck lost in the woods or
your daily ride to work, we want to see your summer wheels!

This is Gary Jessup’s 1973 Buick Le Sabre.

It is a four door hard top. Gary is the fourth owner of the vehicle. It has always been garage stored, has just over 50,000 miles on it. Gary uses
it only in the fair weather during the summer season for car shows, some cruise nights and Sunday drives. It is completely original and in very
good shape. The car was originally purchased at Miller’s Motors here in Prescott in 1973.

With the season drawing near, the South Grenville Journal welcomes readers to send
in a photo of their summer ride. Send your ride photos to joe@evansprinting.ca.

613-657-4857
www.boneyard.ca

Cash for scrap Vehicles

