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By Veronica Burchell

NORTH AUGUSTA – 
The new Farmer’s Market 
here celebrated six weeks 
of operation this Satur-
day. Attendance has been 
good, and the weather 
has cooperated nicely, 
resulting in success for 
all involved.

“We’ve been very lucky 
with the weather; we’ve 
only had one Saturday 
morning where it rained 
and even that wasn’t 
enough to cancel us,” 
says Nicole Walker, Com-
munity Development 
Coordinator for Augusta 
Township. “We have gone 
from four vendors six 
weeks ago, to a roster of 
15 vendors now. Attend-
ance has also been grow-
ing every week.”

Those 15 vendors 
have made the market 
the place to be every 
Saturday morning. They 
include farmers and 
crafters from as far away 
as Brockville, Cardinal, 
Johnstown and Kempt-
ville. The buyers are from 
even further afield, in-
cluding people on vaca-
tion from within differ-
ent parts of Ontario. The 
market is well advertised 
on Facebook and Walker 
gets up early every week 
to post signs along High-
way 15 near the village. It 
operates from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon.

The goods for sale in-
clude fresh vegetables, 
pies and cakes, jams and 
jellies, Scentsy Products, 
hand-sewn garments 
and cloth masks, local-

ly-sourced honey, and 
jewelry. There is a coffee 
producer on site with 
fresh-ground, packaged 
coffee, and a woman 
with hand-made wooden 
signs for sale.  Another of-
fers gluten-free desserts 
and treats. One vendor 
offers all-natural skin 
products and one more 
brings home-made soap.

The market was an 
idea Walker came up 
with while trying to find 
a way to help small, 
home-based businesses 
who were hit hard by 
COVID-19 and couldn’t 
find a venue to sell their 
wares.  The new market 
at the old Mason’s Hall 
in the village was the 
first farmer’s market in 
the area to be allowed to 
open. Brockville’s down-

town market only opened 
last week, and Prescott’s 
is still on hold.

While many people 
come to buy, others are 
out every week just for 
the socialization. Many 
bring their families and 
dogs and walk through 
the area visiting with 
neighbours and friends. 
The vendors agree this 
has become more than 
just a market to the com-
munity.

Plans are still being 
discussed as to how long 
the market will operate. 
If planned renovations 
take place to the former 
Mason’s Hall, they may 
be able to operate much 
longer in the fall than 
they would if still out-
side. Some talk has gone 
on among the vendors 

of trying to arrange a 
Christmas Craft Market.

“We haven’t decided 
yet how long this will last 
but all the vendors seem 

to be doing well and are 
having a good time,” says 
Walker. “This is exactly 
what we hoped for in the 
beginning.”

New Augusta Farmer’s Market well received by public

Farm fresh everything: Arkeveld Farms of Prescott area 
are on the North Augusta Farmer’s Market every Saturday 
with baked goods, produce, eggs and more. All 15 vendors 
at the market are enjoying good sales and making a 
name for themselves in the Augusta community.   
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Monday - Wednesday 11-1 and 4-7 
Thursday-Saturday 11-1 and 4-9 
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613-657-1818
73 Shanly Rd, Cardinal, ON

STAYcation 2020 - Discover South Grenville 
With travel and holiday plans limited due to the Covid restrictions, for the month of August the Journal will be  

focusing on opportunities for residents to enjoy some summer fun…right here at home in South Grenville!


