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Greetings from the Mayor
The Spencerville Fair
Official Opening is just
around the corner, and
although the weather
forecast looks great,
we won’t be meeting
at the fairgrounds this
year….no thanks to
COVID-19.
But the good news
is that thanks to the
Spencerville
Fair
Board, the annual 165
year-old tradition of a
Spencerville Fall Fair,
the fair will still go on
as a Virtual Fair.
Rather than standaside for 2020 as so
many of the other fall
fairs have done, we

will visit the Spencerville Fair on our tablets instead of at the
Fairground; or on our
laptop instead of at the
Barn of Learning; or on
our desktop rather than
on the parade route. To
the best of our knowledge, the Spencerville
Fair is the only fall fair
to go virtual as a means
of preserving the 165
year-old fall fair tradition.
In welcoming everyone to the 165th Virtual Annual Spencerville Fair, I urge you
to check your Social
Media; watch the many

videos posted at spencervillefair.ca, and forward them far and wide
to all of your contacts
as a way to represent
rural agriculture to a
much broader provincial audience.
Best wishes to the
Fair Board for a successful 165th Spencerville Fair, where we
don’t have to worry
about the weather and
attendance is 24 hours
per day. See you next
year at the fairgrounds.
Pat Sayeau, Mayor
Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal
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Virtual fair set to entertain more people than ever before
By Veronica Burchell
SPENCERVILLE – The
deadline for entries for
the 165th Spencerville
Fair closed August 23,
and the man behind the
virtual edition says he is
pleased with the number
of people who are taking
part.
“This year was something absolutely new
and different,” says Eric
Connell, who carried
the ball and ran with the
idea of an online version
of the fair. “Seventy percent of the entries this
year are from people
who have never entered
before.”
The Spencerville Agricultural Society is the
group which puts the
fair on every year, and
last spring they were
forced to make a difficult

decision – either cancel
the fair or try something
new. After much deliberation, they opted to go
ahead with the virtual
format and Connell has
spent the entire summer
getting it ready to go.
“Everyone has worked
hard to bring this new
fair to this point; all the
directors and all the volunteers need to be acknowledged and appreciated for the countless
hours spent preparing
this,” says Connell, an
Executive Director with
the Society.
“It’s not all about continuing the fair without
missing a year,” he explains. “Because of all
the closures, the cancellations, and all the isolating which has gone on,
people needed the fair to
happen – they needed to

be able to look forward
to something which has
become a big part of all
our lives.”
Connell turned out to
be the right man for job.
As an Operations Specialist with Ross Video,
he helps to manufacture
broadcasting equipment
and is the webmaster of
this year’s fair.
“This new platform
may not just be something we see this year,”
he says. “No one knows
where this pandemic
will lead us or what may
happen down the road –
now we know how to do
it, and it may remain a
big part of the fair even
when we go back to
holding the fair ‘live’ and
in a normal fashion.
“The amount of interest we have had is
incredible,” he says.

“There is the opportunity here to reach so many
more people than we
ever have before. That
means we will be teaching the importance of
agriculture to people
who have never seen a
farm before. And that is
so important.”
Almost all exhibition
categories and entertainment opportunities
will be present virtually.
Even the parade will be
shown, albeit in a new
style. Since hundreds
of people can’t line the
streets of the village, the
parade will be stationary.
Floats will be decorated
and sponsored as usual
but now people will be
able to stay at home and
see the whole thing.

virtual

continues on page 13

Eric Connell is the man behind the production of this
year’s virtual edition of the Spencerville Fair. Connell, an
operations specialist, has spent his entire summer getting
everything ready so the fair can be viewed online. He is
seen here with Alex Wynands, last year’s winner of the Ambassador competition.
JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL
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The Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal is
proud to be home to the Spencerville Fair
We would like to thank the Spencerville Agricultural
Society, Fair Board and all of their volunteers for their
hard work and resiliency in making the 165th Annual Fair
(Virtual Edition) safe for everyone to enjoy.

Enjoy thE spEncErvillE fair
Garry Tracey Owner
G.T. Automotive
3018 John St,
Cardinal, ON K0E 1E0
Phone: (613) 657-3116
Fax:(613) 657-1862

FAIR prices for scrap vehicles

613-657-4857

613-657-4857
www.boneyard.ca
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Fair ambassador retains post for another year due to pandemic
By Veronica Burchell
SPENCERVILLE – Officials with the Spencerville
Fair felt it just wouldn’t
be right for Alex Wynands
to end her year as Fair
Ambassador without attending the Canadian National Exhibition, so she
remains the spokesperson
for the “Biggest Little Fair
in Eastern Ontario”.
Wynands is thrilled to
get the chance to remain
in her position for another
year. She has thoroughly
enjoyed representing the
fair at many events and
appearances and was disappointed that COVID-19
forced the cancellation of
the CNE.
“I’ve been at the Spencerville fair every year
since I was born,” says
the 26-year-old. “I love it
and I loved representing

it. It is an opportunity for
learning and growth and a
chance to bridge the gap
between rural and urban
residents everywhere.”
Wynands won last
year’s Ambassador section of the Fair Royalty
program. She competed against other young
people and she calls it an
“honour” to have won.
She also won Queen of the
Furrow in 2012 and spent
the following year representing the Ontario Plowman’s Association.
The Spencerville Agricultural Society also felt it
wouldn’t be fair to crown
a new ambassador in a
year when their experiences might be curtailed
due to closings and cancellations, many of which
are still in force. As of right
now there are no other
rural fairs planned, and

that alone would be a
huge educational loss for
an incoming ambassador.
The Ambassador takes
part in a similar competition at the CNE and attends many events and
presentations throughout the course of their
reign. They have the opportunity to attend other
farm-centred events and
to speak at schools and
group meetings.
And their picture joins
the gallery of past ambassadors on the wall of
Spencerville’s Drummond
Building.
“I really wanted my
picture up there,” laughs
Alex. “Not because I’m
vain but because my
family and others know it
is an ongoing honour to
be up there, and it means
we love farming and the
fair.”

Now a Certified Dairy
Nutritionist,
Wynands
visits many farms in the
course of her everyday
life, but that’s nothing new
to her. She hails from the
Cardinal area and grew up
on one of the biggest dairy
farms in Eastern Ontario.
She remembers being
around animals all her life
and was an avid member
of her local 4-H club.
“I always showed a
dairy animal and sometimes a beef or a goat,”
she says. “4-H is a wonderful learning experience for kids and it’s
about far more than just
your animal – it helps you
gain confidence in yourself and learn more about
agriculture.”

AMbassador

continues on page 13

Alex Wynands was the Spencerville Fair Ambassador for
2019, and because of the pandemic, she will retain her title
for 2020. Thanks to this decision, she will be able to spend
another year representing the agricultural sector of Edwardsburgh Cardinal Township. JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL
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4475 County Rd. 15
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www .chevronconstruction.com
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• Farm

613•658•3123

13 Centre St, P.O. Box 81
Spencerville,ON
E-mail: info@purcellinsurance.ca
Photo contest runner up - Chelsea Amell submitted this
photo of this furry fairgoer.
A Division of the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal

virtual continues from page 11
Even the entertainment portions remain,
thanks to the input of
several local musicians
and entertainers.
Stay
tuned
next
weekend for the 165th
edition of the Spencerville Fair. To see all the
entries and exhibits, go
to
spencervillefair.ca
and follow the instructions. Connell says that
most events will still
take place at the time
people have come to expect them – the opening
ceremonies will be on
the evening of Thursday, September 10, and
the parade will still kick
off Saturday at noon.
The fair you looked
forward to all year is
still ready to go on, just

in a new way. If the Agricultural Society keeps
this approach when the
fair returns to its former
format, there is simply
no excuse not to go and
have some fun.

Celebrating

The
Spencerville Fair
3035 County Road #2,
Johnstown, Ontario

BEE KEEPING SUPPLY & LOCAL HONEY
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Left: Photo contest runner
up - Taylor Polite submitted
this photo of her little one
taking a bite of fresh fair
goodness.

Right: Photo contest runner up - Pierrette Bronizeski
submitted this photo circa
1980 of a Spencerville Fair
float.

AMbassador continues from page 12
The former 4-H’er
now owns her own
hobby farm near Brockville, with two dogs and
a potbellied pig named
Roscoe. She expects
her outfit will grow in
time, saying she loves
and is interested in all
animals. She is quick to
encourage others to enter the Spencerville Fair
Ambassador competition, stressing “it is not
a beauty pageant”.
“It changed about ten
years ago into a contest
which recognizes all aspects of your life – how

well you express yourself, how willing you
are to represent agriculture and how much you
know about this subject,” she explains. “It is
so much more involved
now; it is open to young
men or young women
and you need to be able
to spread the good news
about farming and how
agriculture is so important in today’s world.”
Wynands is excited
to own the title for another year so she can
continue to make an
impact on behalf of

her community.
She
intends to spread the
“good word” that farming is alive and well in
Edwardsburgh Cardinal
township to everyone
she meets. She knows
that maintaining and
improving the reputation of Ontario’s farmers is vital – and she will
take every opportunity to bring education
and information to all
the venues she can. She
says if there is a 2021
CNE she will be proud
to spread her message
to all who attend.
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