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The Spencerville Fair 
Official Opening is just 
around the corner, and 
although the weather 
forecast looks great, 
we won’t be meeting 
at the fairgrounds this 
year….no thanks to 
COVID-19.

But the good news 
is that thanks to the 
Spencerville Fair 
Board, the annual 165 
year-old tradition of a 
Spencerville Fall Fair, 
the fair will still go on 
as a Virtual Fair.   

Rather than stand-
aside for 2020 as so 
many of the other fall 
fairs have done, we 

will visit the Spencer-
ville Fair on our tab-
lets instead of at the 
Fairground; or on our 
laptop instead of at the 
Barn of Learning; or on 
our desktop rather than 
on the parade route. To 
the best of our know-
ledge, the Spencerville 
Fair is the only fall fair 
to go virtual as a means 
of preserving the 165 
year-old fall fair trad-
ition.

In welcoming every-
one to the 165th Vir-
tual Annual Spencer-
ville Fair, I urge you 
to check your Social 
Media; watch the many 

videos posted at spen-
cervillefair.ca, and for-
ward them far and wide 
to all of your contacts 
as a way to represent 
rural agriculture to a 
much broader provin-
cial audience.   

Best wishes to the 
Fair Board for a suc-
cessful 165th Spen-
cerville Fair, where we 
don’t have to worry 
about the weather and 
attendance is 24 hours 
per day. See you next 
year at the fairgrounds.

Pat Sayeau, Mayor
Township of Ed-

wardsburgh Cardinal

Greetings from the Mayor
Celebrating 165 years of the Spencerville Fair

Spencerville Fair Times
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613-657-4857
 CASH FOR UNWANTED VEHICLES - PREMIUM PAID FOR PRE-1990 CARS AND TRUCKS 

613-657-4857
www.boneyard.ca

FAIR prices for scrap vehicles

www.autoproservice.com

G.T. Automotive
3018 John St, 
Cardinal, ON K0E 1E0
Phone: (613) 657-3116
Fax:(613) 657-1862

Garry Tracey Owner

Enjoy thE spEncErvillE fair

Spencerville Fair Times

The Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal is 
proud to be home to the Spencerville Fair

We would like to thank the Spencerville Agricultural 
Society, Fair Board and all of their volunteers for their 

hard work and resiliency in making the 165th Annual Fair 
(Virtual Edition) safe for everyone to enjoy.

238 King St. W., Prescott
613-925-2532

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
238 King St. W., Prescott

613-925-2532

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

By Veronica Burchell

SPENCERVILLE – The 
deadline for entries for 
the 165th Spencerville 
Fair closed August 23, 
and the man behind the 
virtual edition says he is 
pleased with the number 
of people who are taking 
part.

“This year was some-
thing absolutely new 
and different,” says Eric 
Connell, who carried 
the ball and ran with the 
idea of an online version 
of the fair. “Seventy per-
cent of the entries this 
year are from people 
who have never entered 
before.”

The Spencerville Agri-
cultural Society is the 
group which puts the 
fair on every year, and 
last spring they were 
forced to make a difficult 

decision – either cancel 
the fair or try something 
new. After much delib-
eration, they opted to go 
ahead with the virtual 
format and Connell has 
spent the entire summer 
getting it ready to go.

“Everyone has worked 
hard to bring this new 
fair to this point; all the 
directors and all the vol-
unteers need to be ac-
knowledged and appre-
ciated for the countless 
hours spent preparing 
this,” says Connell, an 
Executive Director with 
the Society.

“It’s not all about con-
tinuing the fair without 
missing a year,” he ex-
plains. “Because of all 
the closures, the cancel-
lations, and all the isolat-
ing which has gone on, 
people needed the fair to 
happen – they needed to 

be able to look forward 
to something which has 
become a big part of all 
our lives.”

Connell turned out to 
be the right man for job. 
As an Operations Spe-
cialist with Ross Video, 
he helps to manufacture 
broadcasting equipment 
and is the webmaster of 
this year’s fair.

“This new platform 
may not just be some-
thing we see this year,” 
he says. “No one knows 
where this pandemic 
will lead us or what may 
happen down the road – 
now we know how to do 
it, and it may remain a 
big part of the fair even 
when we go back to 
holding the fair ‘live’ and 
in a normal fashion.

“The amount of in-
terest we have had is 
incredible,” he says. 

“There is the opportun-
ity here to reach so many 
more people than we 
ever have before. That 
means we will be teach-
ing the importance of 
agriculture to people 
who have never seen a 
farm before. And that is 
so important.”

Almost all exhibition 
categories and enter-
tainment opportunities 
will be present virtually. 
Even the parade will be 
shown, albeit in a new 
style. Since hundreds 
of people can’t line the 
streets of the village, the 
parade will be stationary. 
Floats will be decorated 
and sponsored as usual 
but now people will be 
able to stay at home and 
see the whole thing.

Virtual fair set to entertain more people than ever before

Eric Connell is the man behind the production of this 
year’s virtual edition of the Spencerville Fair. Connell, an 
operations specialist, has spent his entire summer getting 
everything ready so the fair can be viewed online. He is 
seen here with Alex Wynands, last year’s winner of the Am-
bassador competition. JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

Celebrating 165 years of the Spencerville Fair

virtual 
continues on page 13



By Veronica Burchell

SPENCERVILLE – Offi-
cials with the Spencerville 
Fair felt it just wouldn’t 
be right for Alex Wynands 
to end her year as Fair 
Ambassador without at-
tending the Canadian Na-
tional Exhibition, so she 
remains the spokesperson 
for the “Biggest Little Fair 
in Eastern Ontario”.

Wynands is thrilled to 
get the chance to remain 
in her position for another 
year. She has thoroughly 
enjoyed representing the 
fair at many events and 
appearances and was dis-
appointed that COVID-19 
forced the cancellation of 
the CNE.

“I’ve been at the Spen-
cerville fair every year 
since I was born,” says 
the 26-year-old. “I love it 
and I loved representing 

it. It is an opportunity for 
learning and growth and a 
chance to bridge the gap 
between rural and urban 
residents everywhere.”

Wynands won last 
year’s Ambassador sec-
tion of the Fair Royalty 
program. She compet-
ed against other young 
people and she calls it an 
“honour” to have won. 
She also won Queen of the 
Furrow in 2012 and spent 
the following year repre-
senting the Ontario Plow-
man’s Association.

The Spencerville Agri-
cultural Society also felt it 
wouldn’t be fair to crown 
a new ambassador in a 
year when their experi-
ences might be curtailed 
due to closings and can-
cellations, many of which 
are still in force. As of right 
now there are no other 
rural fairs planned, and 

that alone would be a 
huge educational loss for 
an incoming ambassador.

The Ambassador takes 
part in a similar compe-
tition at the CNE and at-
tends many events and 
presentations through-
out the course of their 
reign. They have the op-
portunity to attend other 
farm-centred events and 
to speak at schools and 
group meetings.

And their picture joins 
the gallery of past am-
bassadors on the wall of 
Spencerville’s Drummond 
Building.

“I really wanted my 
picture up there,” laughs 
Alex. “Not because I’m 
vain but because my 
family and others know it 
is an ongoing honour to 
be up there, and it means 
we love farming and the 
fair.”

Now a Certified Dairy 
Nutritionist, Wynands 
visits many farms in the 
course of her everyday 
life, but that’s nothing new 
to her. She hails from the 
Cardinal area and grew up 
on one of the biggest dairy 
farms in Eastern Ontario. 
She remembers being 
around animals all her life 
and was an avid member 
of her local 4-H club.

“I always showed a 
dairy animal and some-
times a beef or a goat,” 
she says. “4-H is a won-
derful learning experi-
ence for kids and it’s 
about far more than just 
your animal – it helps you 
gain confidence in your-
self and learn more about 
agriculture.”
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Mark Beaudoin
120 Henry St., P.O. Box 2610
Prescott, ON K0E 1T0
Tel: 613-925-1941
Fax: 613-925-5828
Toll Free 1-866-211-8945 
info@rsrhinoglass.com Auto, Commercial & Home Glass

920 Edward St. Prescott 

613-925-2336 
 tropicalpoolsltd@gmail.com

 tropicalpoolsandspas.ca

THE FUTURE OF DESIGN|BUILD TODAY.

www .chevronconstruction.com

4475 County Rd. 15
Brockville, ON K6V 5T2 613-926-0690

Chevron is a general contracting firm specializing 
in industrial, commercial and institutional construction.

Open 5:30am - 8pm every day

The 
Village 
Pantry 

613-658-3029

Food orders can be called in for pickup 
maximum 5 people in the store at one time

8 Spencer St, 
Spencerville, ON

Independently Owned and Operated-Brokerage

246 King Street West Prescott ON
Unit 200, 51 King Street West Brockville ON

Chris Wiltshire
Broker of reCord

Direct: 613-360-7972
Office: 613-918-0321
 chris.wiltshire@century21.ca
www.theriversedgeteam.com 

River’s 
Edge Ltd.

CENTURY 21
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY 

OWNED AND OPERATED

Spencerville Fair Times
Celebrating 165 years of the Spencerville Fair

Fair ambassador retains post for another year due to pandemic

Alex Wynands was the Spencerville Fair Ambassador for 
2019, and because of the pandemic, she will retain her title 
for 2020. Thanks to this decision, she will be able to spend 
another year representing the agricultural sector of Ed-
wardsburgh Cardinal Township. JOURNAL PHOTO/BURCHELL

AMbAssAdor 
continues on page 13

1-877-684-9333

Stay home, be Safe, 
let uS courier your package. 
Daily trips throughout eastern ontario

www.missmertransport.com

2400 Brousville Rd. Spencerville



virtual continues from page 11

Even the entertain-
ment portions remain, 
thanks to the input of 
several local musicians 
and entertainers.

Stay tuned next 
weekend for the 165th 
edition of the Spencer-
ville Fair. To see all the 
entries and exhibits, go 
to spencervillefair.ca 
and follow the instruc-
tions. Connell says that 
most events will still 
take place at the time 
people have come to ex-
pect them – the opening 
ceremonies will be on 
the evening of Thurs-
day, September 10, and 
the parade will still kick 
off Saturday at noon.

The fair you looked 
forward to all year is 
still ready to go on, just 

in a new way. If the Agri-
cultural Society keeps 
this approach when the 
fair returns to its former 
format, there is simply 
no excuse not to go and 
have some fun.
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The 
Spencerville Fair

A Division of the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal

Celebrating

3035 County Road #2, 
Johnstown, Ontario

BEE KEEPING SUPPLY & LOCAL HONEY

Spencerville Fair Times
Celebrating 165 years of the Spencerville Fair

Photo contest runner up - Chelsea Amell submitted this 
photo of this furry fairgoer.

• Home
• Auto

• Commercial
• Farm

613•658•3123
13 Centre St,  P.O. Box 81

Spencerville,ON
E-mail: info@purcellinsurance.ca
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Excavating • Landscaping  
• Driveways • Grading • Ditching • 
Land Clearing • Retaining Walls • 

Septic Systems • Demolition

E A R T H W O R K S

(613) 551-0619
Fully licensed and insured

Excavating • Landscaping • Driveways 
Grading • Ditching • Land Clearing 

Retaining Walls • Septic Systems • Demolition
Steve@landex-earthworks.com

Free Estimates

Steve@landex-earthworks.com
Free Estimates

E A R T H W O R K S

(613) 551-0619
Fully licensed and insured

Excavating • Landscaping • Driveways 
Grading • Ditching • Land Clearing 

Retaining Walls • Septic Systems • Demolition
Steve@landex-earthworks.com

Free Estimates

613-658-2314 
11 Centre St. SpenCerville 

joeComputer.Ca

Cold drinkS, Good Food, Great ServiCe!

613-648-2337  

For all your  
internet needs

11 Spencer St, Spencerville, On

AMbAssAdor continues from page 12

The former 4-H’er 
now owns her own 
hobby farm near Brock-
ville, with two dogs and 
a potbellied pig named 
Roscoe. She expects 
her outfit will grow in 
time, saying she loves 
and is interested in all 
animals. She is quick to 
encourage others to en-
ter the Spencerville Fair 
Ambassador competi-
tion, stressing “it is not 
a beauty pageant”.

“It changed about ten 
years ago into a contest 
which recognizes all as-
pects of your life – how 

well you express your-
self, how willing you 
are to represent agricul-
ture and how much you 
know about this sub-
ject,” she explains. “It is 
so much more involved 
now; it is open to young 
men or young women 
and you need to be able 
to spread the good news 
about farming and how 
agriculture is so import-
ant in today’s world.”

Wynands is excited 
to own the title for an-
other year so she can 
continue to make an 
impact on behalf of 

her community.  She 
intends to spread the 
“good word” that farm-
ing is alive and well in 
Edwardsburgh Cardinal 
township to everyone 
she meets. She knows 
that maintaining and 
improving the reputa-
tion of Ontario’s farm-
ers is vital – and she will 
take every opportun-
ity to bring education 
and information to all 
the venues she can. She 
says if there is a 2021 
CNE she will be proud 
to spread her message 
to all who attend.

Spencerville Fair Times
Celebrating 165 years of the Spencerville Fair

Left: Photo contest runner 
up - Taylor Polite submitted 
this photo of her little one 
taking a bite of fresh fair 
goodness.

Right: Photo contest run-
ner up - Pierrette Bronizeski 
submitted this photo circa 
1980 of a Spencerville Fair 
float.
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